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Dionne Quintuplets Refuse to Speak 








English, Jamming Up Radio Show 


Toronto, May 20. 


Ontario Travel Bureau program 
over CBS (starring Ned Sparks) had 
headaches last week when the 
Dionne Quintuplets refused to speak 
a few words of greeting to American 
tourists in English. Incident served 
to irritate many here with the whole 
set-up of -the Crown guerdianship 
over the children who at six speak 
only French because of the provin- 
cialism of their family and environ- 
ment. Idea here is that it was small- 
minded to stop children from memo- 
rizing a few sentences in the lan- 
guage of a friendly neighbor coun- 
try that supplies Canada—end the 
Dionnes—with much profit. 

Rai Purdy, of CFRB, Toronto, who 
had journeyed up to North Bay to 
direct the splicing-in of the Dionne 
sequence into the Sparks program, 
claims that the youngsters had en- 
thusiastically rehearsed their lines in 
English an hour before the 52-station 
CBS hook-up. Just before the pro- 
gram they refused to speck a word 
of English and were sullen. Purdy 
says that someone had got to the five 
little girls. Judge J. A. Valin of 
North Bay, one of the State guard- | 
ians, blames the parents. | 

Not until two or three days after 
the broadcast did the sponsors (the 

(Continued on page 52) 


They're Even Dualing 
Daylight Time But 
It Helps Biz in London | 








London, May 20. 


While exhibs in the United States 
rant in dismay at daylight saving, 
theatremen here are rubbing hands 
in delight at the results so far of| 
‘double daylight saving,’ which went 
into effect about two weeks ago.| 
Clocks, which were pushed ahead 
one hour all winter, were shoved 
forward an additional hour. 

Result has been to make daylight 
currently last until after 9 o’clock 
and the lengthening days will grad- 
ually extend that another hour or 
so. Longer the sun’s up, the more 
people can attend theatres, so ops are 
naturally happy about the new time 
system. 


Likens Need of Theatres 
To That of Vitamins 














Detroit, May 20. 

We can suffer from a lack of thea- | 

tre just like a lack of vitamins, | 

Robert Edmond Jones, designer, de- 
Clared in a speech here. 


‘I believe the theatres are just as tic film rentals will run between | 


No—Not Again! 





Atlantic City, May 20. 

Whether it’s the yen of thousands 
of army and navy men for inexpen- 
sive outdoor games or not, extensive 
revival of miniature golf courses 
along the Atlantic seaboard is re- 
ported this spring. It has caught on 
in amazing fashion at shore resorts. 

It was only about 10 years ago 
that minnie golf courses got a ter- 
rific play throughout the U. S. Pop- 
ularity died almost as abruptly as it 
sprung up. 





MEXICO PLANS 


OWN WORLD'S 
FAIR IN 42 


Mexico City, May 20. 


Mexico City, after all, is going to 
have at least something of that 


| world fair which was planned sev- 


eral years ago and which was slated 
to start May 5, 1940. The increas- 
ing intensity of the war caused it to 
be indefinitely postponed. 
President Manuel Avila Camacho 
has approved plans for the fair, re- 
titled the Grand Pan-American Ex- 
position, to open here Oct. 12, 1942, 
and close the following May 30. 
Staging the exposition here is count- 
(Continued on page 13) 





Chaplin Now Figures 


To Net $1,000,000 
On His ‘Dictator’ 


Despite considerable unfavorable 
criticism and a generally pessimistic 
attitude during its roadshow en- 
gagements, ‘The Great Dictator’ now 
promises to turn in a tidy profit for 
producer Charles Chaplin. Present 
indications are that heli make 


|around $1,000,000 on the aaeeal 


gross alone. 


Highly-touted film got away dis-| 
and $2.20! 


appointingly at $1.65 
upped admissions and on a sales 
policy by which United Artists asked 
70% of the gross. With the shooting 
of the picture into regular runs at 
ordinary admissions, however, the 
gross soared. UA is peddling it on a 
sliding scale plan in which 35% and 
40% is minimum and 50% maximum, 

It is estimated now that the domes- 


CHOW A CARD AND 
ADMISSION FREE 


Anti-Nazi Germans Picketing 
But Big Crowds Rush to 
See Lowland Blitzkrieg 
‘Newsreel’ Before U.S.A. 
Possibly Forbids It——Cops’ 
Attitude Puzzles 








WHO PAYS OFF? 








Overflow attendance during the 
past two weeks at the New York 
showing of the Nazi propaganda 


film, ‘Sieg im Westen,’ is German- 
government financed, it has been 
charged. Many of the _ so-called 
‘patrons’ of the 96th Street theatre 
in Yorkville pey no admission, 
VarieTY has learned, but present 
membership cards in various Nazi 
organizations, the theatre later being 
reimbursed by ‘some other source.’ 
Said source may be the Reich con- 
sulate or from sundry Nazi 
coffers. 

Heavy attendance, which has fre- 
quently resulted in a line of 400 

(Continued on page 54) 





Major Bowes’ Capitol 
_ Family (N.Y.) Going Off 
| After Nearly 1,000 Wks. 


| Major Edward Bowes’ Capitol 
(N.Y.) Family goes off the air Sun- 
day (25), interrupting for the first 
}time a succession of nearly 1,000 
| weekly broadcasts dating back to 
Nov. 19, 1922. At. the same time, 
Major Bowes is lessening his activi- 





of which he is part owner, with 
Loew’s and Messmore Kendall, but 
not giving up his title as managing 
director. 
7 inau- 
(Roxy) Rothafel on 
Broadcasting System 
(Continued on page 13) 


LAYMAN LEFT 2006 
TO ACTORS FUND 


Not generally known that Edward 
Bruns, Jr., who died at the age of 40 
recently, bequeathed over $200,000 to 


apitol broadcast was first 
gurated by S. L 
the National 





the Actors Fund, but the money will | 
indefinite | 
It is the largest donation to | 


not be available for an 
period. 
the actors charity organization in 
many years, and, coming from a lay- 
man, the gift is al] the more gratify- 
ing to the Fund’s officials. 

Bruns was never known to be con- 


necessary as food or drink or breath- | $3,000,000 and $3,500,000, and may) nected with show business, but was 


ing,’ he added. He deplored the | 
decline of the theatre saying there | 
is drama everywhere except on the) 


Stage from which it has seemed to! 
Vanish.’ 


even go above that. Chaplin gets 
somewhere around 80% of that. 
Film actually cost Chaplin 
$1,400,000, not the $2,000,000 gen- 
erally used as a publicity figure. 


a member of the Friars Club. He 


| was a broker-member of the New | 
His father, | 


York Stock Exchange. 
Senior, also was and is in the Friars 
and an active member of the Lambs 


bund 


ties around the Broadway deluxer, | 
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Navy's Crackdown on Newsreels 


Cues Possible F uture U.S. Pix Curbs 





They'll Have to Hurry 








Hollywood, May 20. 


Warners is taking first advantage | 
iof ‘The Battle of the Atlantic’ with | 


a sea story to be directed by Ray 
Enright. 

Priscilla Lane and Dennis Morgan 
are slated for top roles. Yarn is 
being written by Charles Grayson, 
based on current war news. 


LEAN SUMMER 
FOR STAGE 
TALENT 


Stage talent unemployment, par- 
'ticularly in the chorus ranks, is ex- 
pected to be acute this summer, es- 
jpecially in view of the passing of 
| the N. Y. World’s Fair. A plan to 
irevive open air musicals at Jones 
|Beach, which might have helped to 
isome degree, has been dropped. 
Equity assented to certain conces- 
| sions in the event of rain, but J. J. 











|Shubert failed to make a deal for | 


the use of the plant on Zack’s Bay 
Understood that Park Commissioner 
(Continued on page 53) 


Ray Paige Declines Ford 
Date to Form New 





| Group’s Youth Band 


As a contribution to democracy, 
orchestra leader Raymond Paige will 
most of the summer, and 
longer, auditioning and organizing a 


spend 


youth orchestra to be backed by a 
new organization, the League of 
Young Americans, Inc. This will 


| prevent Paige from accepting a four 
week engagement with the Ford 
summer program out of Detroit, 
which McCann-Erickson offered him 
directly. Paige would have followed 


the current four-week guest date of | 
Latter was set | 


Meredith Willson. 
through William Morris office. 

In the meantime, the contractual 
relationship between Paige and the 
Columbia Artists Bureau lapsed and 
Paige has declined to renew. 

The youth orchestra which Paige 
will organize will range in ages from 
16 to 29. The members will be paid 
union scale for all rehearsals and 
appearances. 

The exact nature of the concerts 
to be given or the goals to be aimed 
|at by the orchestra are not fully de- 
termined. The Ross-Doulens pub- 
lice relations firm is said to have 
germinated the orchestra idea in the 
first place as an ideal way to drama- 
tize the new movement 
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| the strike clips 








, Hint of things to come under 
Strict military censorship cropped 
up last week in the U. S. Navy 


Dept’s. censoring of newsreel cover- 
age on shipyard strikes. All the 
reels had their footage chopped to 
a minimum, Navy theory being that 
it showed naval vessels in the proc- 
ess of construction. Censoring of 
climaxed growing 
strictness in clamping down on 
items which newsreel executives 
cleim revealed no military secrets. 

In making a roundup story of 
shipyard strikes which are crippling 
national defense effort, Paramount 
secured some 400 feet of film. News- 
reel is reported to have received 
back from the Navy censors, as 
‘suited for release’ less than 50 feet. 
Par mentioned how naval censor- 
ship hed cut out many scenes in its 
newsreel narration and then blacked 
out a whole scene with a large 
‘CENSORED’ title superimposed on 


the blank scene. Par news made up 
for lost footage by showing the 
launching of several new = ships. 
What aggravated most newsreel 
editors was that the material should 


(Continued on page 53) 


‘Doc’ Brinkley, Wholesaler 
Of Radio Medication, 
Now Ogles US. Senate 


San Antonio, May 20. 

John R. Brinkley, ex-Kansan, long- 
time operator of a Mexican radio 
station, wholesaler of prostate gland 
operations for hillbillies and cur- 
rently a petitioner in bankruptcy, 
has emerged with a bright new idea 
—he wants the people of Texas to 
elect him to the United States 
ate as successor to the 
Sheppard. 


sen- 


Morris 


late 


The fabulous ‘doc’ once ran for 
Governor of Kansa and almost 
made it He advocating bigger 


old age pensions and better coopera- 


tion with labor 


Vote Out Mpls. Mayor 
Who Banned ‘DuBarry’ 


Minneapolis, May 20. 
Mzyor George E. Leach, who has 





| been mayor here for 12 of the past 


20 years and who recently banned 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ was de- 


| feated for renomination in the pri- 


maries. A former mayor, W. A. An- 
derson, also lost out in the primaries 
here after he prohibited the appeer- 
ance of another musical show, ‘Crazy 
Quilt,’ some years ago. 

Following the defeat of Mayor 
Leach for renomination the town 
has been opened up again. Un- 
licensed all-night liquor spots with 
gambling are operating once more, 
Lid was on tight during the last 
month of the primary election cam- 
paign 
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Jessel Up in the Air Constantly; 


N.Y. Airport's 


By GEORGE FROST 


His necktie pouring out of an aft 
pocket, his beard bristling a torch 
song for a razor, Georgie Jessel was 
the busy bee of the airways this 
week, whistling in and out of La 
Guardia Field, New York, as though 
he was the airport’s theme song. 
As regards ASCAP et al., Georgie 
was ‘trying to bring both sides 
together’ and after ‘Stratoing in 
Tuesday (13) from Los Angeles 
he was off again in time to get to 
the St. Louis scene of the Mutual 
network bolt from the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, thence to 
Chicago and back to the Island 
which surrounds Central Park in 
time for New York’s ‘I Am an Amer- 
ican Day’ party Sunday (18). 

The now-you-see-it-now-you-don’t 
prize of the week went to Patricia 
Ellis who heaved to at Mr. LaGuar- 
dia’s set of runways Friday (16) to 
meet a friend inbound from the 
Coast on the afternoon Stratoliner. 
The public’s bloodhounds, interested 
in noting for the public prints just 
whom the lovely Pat was ‘helloing,’ 
put the chase on the gal and she 
wandered up to the Kitty Hawk bar. 
Hours later, Pat had met her friend, 
the Stratoliner had been rolled into 


(Continued on page 55) 


EQUITY KO. 
HWOOD SMUT 


Stage situation in Los Angeles, 











} ; | Stirling Hayden, who played his first 
which could have resulted in cen-| gm role in ‘Virginia’ and was moved 


Heavy Show Traffic 


“Tallulah Fails to Show 
Up in 


Nyack, N. Y., May 20. 








Tallulah Bankhead did not defend is represented by two new attor- | 
a suit to recover judgment for non- neys, making a total of approximate- | 


payment of monies due a Spring 
Valley contracting firm for estimat- 
ing a fire loss at her home in Mount 
Ivy. The suit was heard in Nyack 
_ before Supreme Court Justice M. B. 
Patterson, 


David Miele, one of the two wit- 
nesses for Miele Bros., the con- 
'tracting firm, said that his company 
lost approximately $25 on a build- 
ing contract entered into with the, 
'star of ‘The Little Foxes.’ He also 
estimated that the firm was still 
owed $625 by Miss Bankhead for 
estimating losses to her home after 
| a fire last year. 





26 New Players On | 
Par’s Roster, 2 Starred, — 
9 in Featured Roles 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Demand for new film faces at 
Paramount has been answered in the 
last year by William Meiklejohn, 
director of talent and casting, with | 
‘a total of 26 young players, nine of 
whom have appeared in lead roles 
and two starred. 
| Stars are Veronica Lake, who 
| clicked in ‘I Wanted Wings’ and now | 
goes into ‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ and | 











sorship of plays and pictures, hzs| into a top spot in ‘Bahama Pass- | 


been cleaned up within a period of 
three months, Equity being credited 
with that accomplishment, seconded 
by the Screen Actors Guild. A 
mumber of shows in which alleged 


among civic and religious groups be- 
cause of salecious advertising plus 
risque material inserted in such 
plays as ‘Desire Under the Elms’ and 
Getting Gertie’s Garter.’ Believed 
that some professionals appeared in 
the shows under assumed names. 
Equity officers advised the council 
that all showmen and the plzeyers in- 


volved have agreed to discontinue | | 
Resolu- starting that date will be 102 sta-| 


tions adopted by the association and , tions, four more than now prevails. | reproduced by 


the objectionable features. 


SAG turned the trick. The ama- 
(Continued on page 13) 





Paul Hammond (Hernried) 


age.’ Lead parts have been handed | 
|to Barbara Britton, Rod Cameron, | 
Frances Gifford, Constance Moore, | 
Martha O’Driscoll, Don Castle, Keith 


uicECC | Richards, June Preisser, Phil Regan ' 
amateurs appeared aroused agitation | 


and Phil Terry. 





Waring Renewed 


Chesterfield has- renewed Fred 
| Waring’s contract for a third year, 
| effective June 16. 


His new hookup on the NBC-Red 











TUMINIA’S VICTOR WAXES 

Josephine Tuminia, 25-year old 
| Calitorain coloratura soprano of the 
Met, hes been signed to a recording 


| ally-known 





| POOR JOHN 





} 
Barrymore 
Week Spending Money 





Los Angeles, May 20. 


John Barrymore's spending money 
has been stabilized at $700 a week, 


net ww sf THE BERLEANG POINT 


r — 


* 





POooes 


| ; By Milton Berle 
| tooooe 


| Been in New York one week and already found California weather. 


with another $400 to be set aside Went to Asbury Park for the weekend. Got so sunburned, mother put a 


weekly as a 
when he is not working. 
Rest of the Barrymore film and 


debts, estimated at $68,000, under a 
new arrangement with Ernest R. 
Utley, referee in bankruptcy. Actor 


ly 100 in the last few years. 


HESS INCIDENT 
IN WARNER PIC 


Hollywood, May 20. 
First Hollywood studio to hop on 
the Rudolf Hess flight is Warners, 
using it as an added episode in the 
Bryan Foy production, ‘Under- 
ground,’ a picture based on escapes 
from Germany. 








reserve for periods | sign on my back, ‘Handle with care!’ 


Asbury Park—Coney Island with a Princeton accent. 


Was really glad to go walking on Broadway again. Passed in front of 


B Co s Suit radio earnings will go to pay his/ the Winter Garden and saw J. C. Flippen standing there with two swal- 
. . | 


' lows in his hair! 
| Walked over to Nedick’s stand on 42d street and 7th avenue and dropped 
'a crate of California oranges on the counter and said, ‘See what I mean!’ 
Broadway Department 

Saw my first new legitimate show. It’s such a lemon they could have 
used it at the Boston Tea Party. 

Broadway Rose must be going high-hat. Told me in front of ‘21’ last 
nite that she was thinking changing her name to ‘Park Avenue Rose!’ 

Herman Shumlin tells me that they’re thinking of making a sequel to 
‘The Little Foxes.’ It'll be called ‘The Little Skunks,’ and will star sev- 
eral well-known dictators—or agents. , 

Went into a 52d street nite club that was so crowded, the owner had the 
| waiters wear girdles! 


Holly woodiana 

W. C. Fields regrets that he didn’t have the opportunity to fight in the 
battle of Brandy-wine. 

James Stewart is getting so thin, the other day, during inspection, he 
turned sideways and they marked him A.W.O.L. 

Bob Cobb wires me that he’s hung my picture in the Vine St. Derby 
in between Bette Davis and Lana Turner’s. That puts me in between ‘The 
Letter’ and ‘The Sweater!’ 





Don Ameche has made so many South American pictures they’re think- 
ing of naming their next revolution after him. 


| 
| 
| Errol Flynn knows a certain actress who always sends out invitations 


Frank Wilcox plays part of the to her private parties reading: ‘For Bearer and, One Wife!’ 


No. 3 Nazi. 





Just a Mess of Hess 

With all studios figuring on -ways 
to employ the Rudolf Hess incident, 
RKO last week lost no time in sew- 
ing up the name of the Nazi No. 3 
man for use in a film title. Company 
registered ‘Flight of Rudolf Hess,’ 
‘Hess Flies Hence,’ ‘Hess Lands in 
Scotland,’ ‘Rudolf Hess, Parachutist’ 
and ‘One Man Invasion.’ 


BACH FESTIVAL NOW 
PIPED OFF VIA ERPI 


Bethlehem, Pa., May 20. 
First use of motion picture sound 
principals in. concert presentation 
was worked out successfully at the 








annual Bach festival here last week, | 


May 16-17. Previously this nation- 
music festival which 
yearly attracts thousands at $16 per 
ducat has permitted no piping or 
radio pickup of the topflight mu- 
sical event. Vast symphony orches- 
'tra and huge chorus always gave 
the presentation in Packard Memo- 
rial chapel at Lehigh University. 
|Singing of one _ special B-Minor 
Mass requires several hours, 

This year the original music was 
three-dimensional 
| sound and piped to the Packard En- 
| gineering building for an overflow 
|audience. Prof. H. C. Knutson col- 
laborated with Bell Laboratory en- 
'gineers in setting up the ERPI-W.E. 
sound system for reproduction of 


Motoring to His RKO Pact contract by RCA Victor. She will | the original. 


Paul Hernried, Viennese actor who 
recently closed on Broadway in 
‘Flight to the West,’ left by motor 
with his wife Sunday (18) for the 
Coast under an RKO term contract. 
He'll go first to Arizona for vacation 
and wait there to be called by the 
studio. Hasn’t yet been assigned a 
picture. 

Actor’s name, actually Paul Von 
Hernried, will be changed to Paul 
Hammond. His contract calls for 
two pictures a year, with a possible 
third if time permits. He gets six 
months off every season for Broad- 
way. Edith Van Cleve, of Music 
Corp., agented the deal. 

Leaving Vienna just before the 
Nazis took over the city, Hernried 
went to London, where he appeared 
in legit and films. Among the latter 
was ‘Night Train,’ in which he 
played the Gestapo agent. 


Rudy Vallee From N. Y. 


Rudy Vallee and the Sealtest NBC 
Red show comes from the Coast to 
New York beginning with the June 
19 broadcast. John Barrymore won’t 
be a fixture on the show as he is 
now, but may come to N. Y. occa- 
sionally for guest appeurances. 

Vallee has been in Hollywood for 
six months and made two films dur- 
ing that time, ‘Time Out for Rhythm’ 
for Universal, and ‘Too Many 
Blondes’ for Republic. 











Par Renews Binyon 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Paramount has extended Claude 
Binyon’s one-picture deal to a termer 
after perusing his script, “Take a Let- 
ter Darling.’ 
Fred Kohlmar produces. 


cut a minimum of six platters this | 


year. 
The soprano has also been signed 
| for the opera season at Rio and will 
sing 18 performances of six operas 
during the winter months there, 








| Three-dimensional sound system 


mentioned as used at Bethlehem is 
an elaboration of the new method 
tested about a year ago in N.Y. at 
|\Carnegie Hall by Western Electric. 





G. B. Shaw's Prolog to Major Barbara’ 








'Dramatist and Wit Appears in Self-Written Trailer 
to His 2d Pascal (UA) Film 





‘Citizens of the United States of 


| | 
GEO. M. COHAN’S SONG | America, the whole 130 millions of 


_ PRAISING CONNIE MACK 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
George M. Cohan paid tribute to 
}an old friend, Connie Mack, with a 
| song which mede its debut Satur- 





|day (17) as Philly celebrated ‘Con-| 


4 


nie Mack Day.’ Cohan’s song honor- 
ing the 78-year-old manager of the 
Athletics is called ‘Connie is a Grand 
Old Man’ and was written on the re- 
quest of Tommy LaBrun, assistent 
| to the publisher of the Record. 
Cohan led a delegation to the fes- 
| tivities at Shibe Park. Among them 
| were Dennis F. O’Brien and Arthur 
| F. Driscoll, of the New York thea- 
_ trical law firm of O’Brien, Driscoll 
|& Raftery, his personal counsel. 
| A special broadcast over WFIL 
was held from the rooms of the Pen 
end Pencil Club, newspapermen’s 
| social organization Friday night with 
Speeches by Cohan and LaBrum. 
| WFIL, an NBC-Blue <ffiliate and 
out of the ASCAP fold, got permis- 
sion from the Society to air Cohan’s | 
‘new tune sung by Bob Russell. 





, you, I am sending you my old plays, 

just as you are sending us your old 
| destroyers. Our government has very 
| kindly thrown in a few naval bases 
as well; it makes the bargain perhaps 
more welcome to you. Now, the 
German humorist, I think his name 
is Dr. Goebbels, he has got a great 
deal of innocent fun out of that: He 
tells us—or, rather, he tells the rest 
of the world-—that England has sold 
, her colonies for scrap iron. Well, 
why shouldn’t we? We are in very 
_8reat want of scrap iron. We are 
collecting scrap iron from door to 
door. Our women are bringing out 
their old saucepans; our men are 
bringing out their old bicycles, and 
you, with equal devotion, are bring- 
ing out your old destroyers. Well, a 
very good bargain for us. Every one 
of those destroyers will be worth 
much more to us than their weight 
in bicycles and saucepans. 

‘And now, what about our colo- 
nies? Our colonies are always much 
the better when we have plenty of 
Americans visiting them. You see in 


(Continued on page 55) 


Due to the success of the Crosby-Hope pictures, Paramount has been 
swamped with phone calls from gypsies asking for road information. 

Definition: Hollywood Whipping Post: a film-cutting room! 

Music Department . 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back Orange Julius? 

Clyde McCoy tells me that one of the boys in his band is refusing to 
play ‘Sugar Blues’ because he has diabetes. 

A certain orchestra leader who hasn’t worked in a long time was caught 
in a 52d street drugstore keeping in practice by waving a baton in front 
of a jukebox. 


Radio Department 

Where there’s Life there’s Hope—where there’s Hope there’s Crosby— 
where there’s Crosby there’s Crossley—and where there’s Crossley there’s 
Fibber McGee and Molly. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor— 

That Tommy Manville has hired six male secretaries....That Guy Kibbee 
| carries two combs in his pocket for.sentimental reasons....That Maxie 
| Rosenbloom is giving Gregory Ratoff diction lessons....That Rudolf Hess 
opens at Loew’s Pitkin with a Swing Bund. 

Hangnail Descriptions 
John Barrymore: Hamapola...Henny Youngman: Thanks for the Memory 





(Panama). 
a vt? 


|...Ftbber McGee and Molly: Big Income Tax from Wax...Toots Shor: 
Meat the People...Hitler and Mussolini: Rhapsody in Boo...Alice Faye 
|} and Phil Harris: Beauty and the Boast...President and Mrs. Roosevelt: 
Office-Holder, Travel-Folder. 
Observation Department 
A certain socialite who lives on Park avenue is so exclusive that when 
his apartment caught on fire he sent for the Long Island fire department, 
Eavesdropped at Leon & Eddie’s: ‘Her! Why she was voted Miss Army 
Tank of 1941!’ 
Eavesdropped at Marden’s Riviera: ‘She’s the kind of a girl you're afraid 
to dream about!’ 
Eavesdropped at Rainbow Room: 
‘Citizen Vain’!’ 
Secret ambition: To be a lifeguard at Veronica Lake. 
Whatever Became of???? 
Clarence McNulty 
Lee, Lee and Lee 
Beth Beri & Co. 
Afterpiece 
When you're young, you want to be old. When you're old you want to 
be young. Doesn't anybody want to be a midget? 


‘He’s so conceited, they call him 


Harmon & Sands 
Henry & Adelaide 
‘See America First’ 


More Miami Bull? 


Havana, May 20. 
Lew Ayres. Cube’s lethargy in deciding pro or 
aa | con on presenting bullfights may be 
Bertha Brainard. well illustrated to the local politicos 
Lawton Campbell. in the near future. 

Joseph Calleia. Representatives of Miami’s Cham- 
Frederic Dannay. ber of Commerce have been dicker- 
Laraine Day. ing with Jaime Noain and Rafaelillo 
Anna Erskine. regarding cost of presenting the real 
Ed Golden. McCoy in Miami. 

Oliver Hardy. 

Tom Harrington. 

John Heely. 

Paul and Grace Hartman. 
Edward Hitz. 

Jose Iturbi. 

Rosemary Lane. 

John Larkin. 

Stan Laurel. 

Manfred Lee. 

Cliff Lewis. 

Richard Marvin. 

Fox Matthews. 

Richard Norris. 

Frank Nugent. 

Geil Patrick. 

Walter Pidgeon. 

Wynn Rocamora. 

Cesar Romero. 

Oscar Serlin. 

Jafre Seymour. 

Mort H. Singer. 

Spyros Skouras. 

K. T. Stevens. 

George W. Weeks. 





* A. to N. Y. 
Jemes Anderson, 
Judith Anderson. 
Richard Arlen. 





Lugosi Ill, Show Folds 


Bela Lugosi’s illness resulted in the 
foldup of the ‘Horror Show,’ pro- 
duced by Irving Yates, after its date 
| at the Palace, Ft. Wayne, early last 
week. 


Lugosi returned to the Coast. 


—— 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Lewis Allen. 
Jean Arthur. 
Eddie Bracken. 
Andy Devine. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Cynda Glenn. 
Edith Gregg. 
Paul Hernried. 
Jack Kapp. 
Norman Krasne. 
S. Barret McCormick. 
Connie Nickerson. 
Eddie Norris. 
Ronald Reagan. 
Frank Ross. 

Sam Spewack. 
Jules C. Stein. 
Oscar Straus. 
Dave Strumpf 
Lana Turner. 
Terry Turner. 
Jane Wyman. 








SAILINGS 


May 16 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Gene Fowler (Lurline). 

May 19 (Lisbon to New York) 
Maurice Livingstone (Exeter). 

May 22 (New York to Panama) 
John Byram, Marion Miller Byram 
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WHERE CAMP ‘SHOWS’ ERR 





Freedley Favors ‘Medicine Shows 


As Most Practical for Army Men, 
So Does Jolson; Talent Under Way 





vv 


At least a couple units touring 
Army camps by June 1 is the aim 
of Vinton Freedley, who took over 
chairmanship last week of the en- 
tertainment division of the Citizens 
Committee for the Army and Navy. 
Committee is the officially-desig- 
nated body for handling camp shows. 

Broadway legit producer went to 
Washington on Monday (19) in an 
effort to get the War Department to 
reverse its kayo on the idea of send- 
ing out ‘medicine shows’ to work 
from the backs of trucks. He said 
that after a quick preliminary study 
he thought that that is the only feas- 
ible idea for getting things started 
in a hurry. 

{Morale branch of the Army 
General Staff in Washington 
late yesterday (Tuesday) ap- 
proved the Citizens’ Committee 
plan for ‘mobile shows’ with a 
recommendation to the Chief of 
Staff that he give the final okay 
required before the scheme can 
be put in motion. His go-ahead 
is anticipated momentarily. 
Morale branch approval fol- 
lowed huddle with Freedley in 
the Capital the previous day.] 
Troops will all be out in field 

maneuvers by the end of June, 

Freedley pointed out, so the initial 

program will be of only four weeks’ 
(Continued on page 44) 


GEO. MURPHY’S POP 
HONORED AT U. OF P. 


George Murphy, who _ recently 
wound up work in RKO’s ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry,’ and who has been 
in New York, during the past week, 
returns to the Coast tomorrow 
(Thursday) from Philly. Player is 
participating in dedication of a field 
house at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania to his father, Mike Murphy, 
for many years coach and trainer at 
the school. 











Murphy, who is under contract to 
Metro, but who has made his last 
two pix for RKO, goes into new 


ina S; : 
Maisie’ “production at M-G on his | : 
| coholic) 


return. 


Old-Time Meller Ends 
35-Week L’ville Run 


Louisville, May 20. 








| 


Foy Grounded 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Bryan Foy was all dressed up 
to fly as a major in the Motion 
Picture Division of the U. S. 
Signal Corps, but the army med- 
ico told him to keep his feet in 
Burbank. 

He didn’t pass the physical 
exam. 


Blame Pro-Nazis 


In B. A. for Row 
Over ‘Argentine’ 


Buenos Aires, May 10. 

Belief that Nazi-inspired rough- 
necks, were responsible for the. dis- 
turbance which caused the yanking. 
of the Ritz Bros. comedy ‘Argentine 
Nights’ after one day showing here, 
has caused Universal to consider 
requesting official investigation. Pic 
was taken out of the first-run down- 
town Suipacha when boos and cat- 
calls at the Broadway version of the 
pampas gaucho caused the manage- 
ment to call a police riot squad. Pa- 
trons were requested to leave and 














part of the audience gathered on the | 


(Continued on page 55) 


Sally ‘Barred’ for Life 





—~ 


BUGK PVT. TELLS 








FOR EXAMPLE 





Czmp Beauregard, La. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Being a weekly reader of your 
publication, although having no con- 
nection with the entertainment field 
other than a great liking for all its 
branches, your articles on the ‘live’ 
entertainment being furnished se- 
lectees are proving very interesting 
reading. 

Before coming to Camp Beaure- 
gard, La., the writer was at Fort 
Benning, Ga. During the two 
months there the only real attempt 
at some decent entertainment was 
the show, ‘Star Spangled Jamboree.’ 
This is the tent show that started out 


(Continued on page 44) 


BERLIN HUDDLES 








‘ON 41 ‘YAPHANK’ 





Camp Upton, L. I., May 20. 


Possibility of reviving ‘Yip, Yip, | 
Yaphank,’ 1918 soldier show, in an | 


up-to-date version, 
following a confab here yesterday 
(Monday) between Irving Berlin 
and the camp commander, Col. Clair 
W. Baird. Latter revealed to Berlin 





Then Reinstated in Hub, that the cantonment has the money 


All Within 48 Hours 


Boston, May 20. 
Sally Rand was barred from all 


niteries here, then cleared within 48 | 


hours last week because of a tiff 
between the Boston Licensing (AI- 
Board and management of 
the Latin quarter. Fanner, booked 
into the club for two weeks, ending 
May 17, had to bow out on the 16th 
because of the jam-up. 

Mary Driscoll, chairman of the Li- 
censing Board, dropped into the 
Latin Quarter on the night of May 
15 to catch the floor show. She 


thought Miss Rand was too undressed | 


. The 35-week run of Aulger Bros’ | for her fan dance and made specific 
Adrift in New York,’ meller which | suggestions to the management. Not 
has been playing atop the Seelbach | 


hotel, came to an end Saturday (17). 


Company will open shortly at the! 


Douglas hotel, Newark, N. J., for an| 
indefinite run. Aulgers brought the 
Company to Louisville after a nine-| 
months run in Omaha. 

‘Adrift’ opened at the Seelbach to 
free admish, returns to the hotel 
coming in the form of sale of setups. 
After about three weeks an admish 
charge of 59c. was started. 

Murder in Red Barn,’ which has 
been Playing at a hotel in Omaha 
opened at the Seelbach Roof Mon- 
day (19). ; 


nes = 


Par Lands RKO Find 


Hollywood, May 20. 





Paramount 


with ‘Hula Honeymoon,’ as his first 

job, starting in November. 

goonies the deal, Vila is permitted 

—" one picture a year for RKO, 

o re he played in his first Holly- 
00d film, ‘They Met in Argentine.’ 


JULES WHITE’S N. Y. CONFAB 
Jules White, Columbia shorts sub- 
ct producer-director, in New York 
Ca &@ month of confabs with Jack | 
ohn on the 1941-42 program. . | 
€s also hunting up new talent. 





| 





t signed Alberto Vila, | 
outh American actor, to a contract, | 





(Continued on page 55) 





Jean Arthur, Ross, 
Krasna Return. West 


Jean Arthur, Frank Ross and Nor- 
man Krasna, who have been in New 
York for the past two weeks, pull 
out today (Wednesday) for the 
Coast. Trio came in to vacash and 


|for opening of their pic, ‘Devil and 


Redio City Music 
Hall, although the visit has been 
pretty much an undercover affair 
with avoidance of public appear- 
ances. 

Ross and Miss Arthur (hubby and 
wife) will train to the Coast, while 
Krasna will fly. 


Edith Gregg’s Pic Call 


Miss Jones’ at 








Edith Gregg, who 
weeks in ‘Separate Rooms,’ Broad- 
way legiter, left for the Coast over 


the weekend for roles at Columbia | 


and Republic. 

Femme will work at Col in Harry 
Goetz’s current production and has 
a six-week ticket at Republic fol- 


j lowing thet. 


| available to put on the show and is 


ready to go ahead if Berlin is wil- 
ling to supervise writing and pro- 
duction. 


the Post Exchange and the camp’s 
film theatre. Plan is for Berlin to 
provide some new tunes, as well as 


use of the old faves which he wrote | 


for the original ‘Yip.’ Book and skits 
would probably be contributed part- 
ly by Berlin and partly by the boys. 

Berlin, while a corporal at Upton 


producing and also appeared in the 
(Continued on page 10) 





Florence George in N. Y. 





' Florence George (Mrs. Everett 
Crosby) has been booked to guest 
star on the Ford summer hour Sun- 





played 16) 


day, June 8. She errived in N. Y. 
with her husband Sunday (18), fol- 
lowing a month’s vecation on the 
Coast. 

Miss 
concerts 
operatic schedule 
in the fall. New roles in which she 
will be heard with some of the 
major opera companies will be ‘Bar- 
ber. of Seville, ‘Don Pzsquale,’ 
‘Daughter of the Regiment’ and the 
‘Magic Flute.’ 


PAR CALLS MASSEY 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Paramount is calling Raymond 
| Massey from Broadway for a heavy 
lead in ‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 
He leaves the cast of ‘Doctor's 


George is booked for sum- 


mer preparatory to con- 


cert and 











| Dilemma,’ legit show in N. Y., 
| May 3l. 
10% SERVICE STRIPES 


Hollywood, Mzy 29. 
To correspond with the proportion 
| of uniformed men to those in civvies 
|in real life, Darryl -Zanuck has or- 
| dered at least one in every 10 em- 
| ployed in 20th-Fox mob scenes to be 
in service getup. 


UFF AMUS. BIZ 


20-25c Is a Lot of Dough to 
the $21-a-Month Recruits 
and Private R. B. Sweetser 
Gives Some Lowdown on 


What the Boys Don’t Want 


appears strong | 


Coin on hand represents profits of | 


during the lagt war, took a part in| 


starting | 





Jock Whitney Enlists Foreign Film 
Managers in Latin-American Good 
Will Drive; Frozen Coin Thawout? 





Keeper of the B’s 





Warner Bros. is apparently 
aiming to keep some players in 
the style to which they have be- 
come accustomed. 

Studio has registered the title: 


*\ ‘B Girl.’ 








Film Biz Fetes 
Latin-American 
Naval Officers 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Picture industry played host at a 
dinner for chiefs of the naval gen- 
eral staffs of the Latin-American re- 
publics last Saturday (17) on a 


| sound stage at the Metro studio. 


Y. Frank Freeman, head of the Pro- 
|ducers Ass’n, presided. Executives 


‘of all studios were among the 400 
who greeted the South American 
contingent. 

Entertainment was provided by 
stars from several studios. Speeches 
| emphasized the good will being fos- 
|tered by the film industry for the 
Latin-American countries. 














| 


Phil Faversham, Actor 
And 2 Writers Among 
§.§. Zamzam Roster 


Philip Faversham and three others 
connected with the theatrical or 
| writing professions are believed to 
have been among those. taken 
prisoner from the Egyptian steamer 
Zamzam, at first reported sunk in 
the South Atlantic last month by a 
Nazi raider. All were members of 
an ambulance corps on its way to 
serve with the Free French forces 
in Africa. 

Faversham, 33-year-old son of the 
‘late William Faversham, was re- 
cently with the Clifton Webb com- 
pany of ‘The Man Who Came to 





Dinner’ and, when that show closed, | 


joined the ambulance corps. In be- 
tween acting in various plays in 
New York and on the road, he has 
had considerable 
ence having toured Europe by car 


(Continued on page 52) 





| MORE GOODWILLERS 


Mexican Junket’s Success Cues Fur- 
ther South American Trips 


Hollywood, May 20 
Success of the recent Hollywood 
star junket to Mexico in creating 
good will in that country has en- 
couraged the hypoing of plans for 


further pix hegiras into Latin Amer- 
ica. As a result, talent survey of 
the industry was voted last week by 
the Motion Picture Society for the 
Americas, of which Ken Thomson. is 
exec secretary. 

Survey is being made by a sub- 
committee chairmanned by Edward 
Arnold, prexy of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild. Society also sponsored the 
' plans by which naval chiefs of staffs 
from Latin American countries were 
hosted around the studios last week. 

Attending the initial session of the 
| board of directors of the MPSA, at 
which the decisions were made, were 
Y. Frank Freeman, who presided, 
Thomson, Frank Capra, Samuel 
Goldwyn, David O. Selznick, H. M. 
| Warner, Fred W. Beetson, William 
Goetz and Francis Allistock, John 
Hay Whitney rep. 


motoring experi- | 


a 





Jock Whitney talked with foreign 
managers of the major film com- 
panies at the Hays office this week 
on carrying out the industry's Latin- 
American geod will program—and 
apparently furthered a good will 
program of his own. He was elected 
to an ex-officio membership in the 
foreign managers’ group. 

Action followed some sulking and 
squawking by the export men that 
Whitney’s film division of the Rocke- 
feller Committee was taking steps 
in South America without consulting 
them. Beefs coming to Whitney's 
ears quickly brought about the 
meeting, he agreeing with the for- 
eign managers that they probably 
know better than anyone else in the 
industry what S, A. needs in the 
way of a friendship program. 

Several plans for improving the 
good neighbor policy were brought 
up, but nothing concrete adopted. 
Whitney promised, however, to take 
up suggested changes with the fore 
eign group before taking any impor- 
tant action. 

Thawing Frozen Coin 

During discussions it also was de- 
veloped that American film com- 
panies will be unable to make use 
of the lease-lend law in dislodging 
frozen money in Great Britain. For- 
eign departments currently are 


(Continued on page 13) 


A FEMALE ANDY HARDY 


| INSTEAD OF BOB HOPE 


Lord & Thomas has closed for the 
| serial script, the theme dealing with 
|a female Andy Hardy, which will 
| pinch hit for Bob Hope in Pepso- 
| dent’s Tuesday night spot for 13 





} 





weeks starting June 24, but the 
| agency, hasn’t decided on a title. 
Casting auditions for the show will 
be held in Hollywood tomorrow 
| (Thursday) or the next day. 

Aleen Leslie and Jerry Schwartz 
are the authors. 
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Odlum’s 15,000 K-A-O Share (Meehan) 


Some Time in July 





Pickup Expected 


With Atlas Corp, (Floyd B. Odlum) 
expected to pick up remaining 15,- 
000 Keith-Albee-Orpheum preferred 
shares held by Mike Meehan interests 
by the end of next month, full consum- 
mation of the previously outlined 
corporate simplification plan for 
K-A-O is expected some time in 
July. 
tised thus far, it was reported in 
Wall Street that B. F. Keith planned 
calling in its $4,500,000 bond issue of 
6%’ mortgage liens early in July. 
This issue, due in 1946, was set for 


retirement by the original simplifi- | 


cation plan drawn up near the close 
of 1940 whey the original loan to 
handle this retirement and _ the 
Meehan shares was handed the 
K-A-O directorate, but rejected. 
Decks have been cleared for the 
new loan of about $8,500,000 so the 
coin is assured now for both bring- 
ing in the Meehan preferred into 


the K-A-O treasury and retiring the | 


Keith bonds just as soon as details 
are completed. At present attorneys 
and tax men are working out details 
on the Atlas transaction for the re- 
maining Meehan stock. 

Atlas secured 9,000 shares in the 
original buy last December and then 
picked up around 2,000 additional 
this month in order td obtain a 60- 
day extension of the option. This 
allows it to obtain the remaining 15,- 
000 shares by the end of June out 
of an origina] total of 26,000 shares 
in the Meehan block. 

Prelim figures from auditors on 
RKO’s annual report 
given company officials, with actual 
report ready for stockholders in a 
week or 10 days. Net profit of about 
$500,000 for RKO, parent corpora- 
tion, is anticipated. 

Proxy statement for RKO’s annual 
stockholder meeting, June 4, at 
Dover, Del., likely will go out to 
shareholders this week. Re-election 
of the present directorate is the 
principal business scheduled to come 
before the meeting. 


OH, YES, THEY 
ALSO SHOW PIX 


” 








Milwaukee, May 20. 


Extent to which nabe theatres here 
have gone into the merchandising 
business in a typical day’s listing of 
the lures used to pull ’em in. Houses 
and their offerings: 

Abby—Ovenproof dinnerware. 

Aragon—Free dignerware. 

Astor—Enamelware to the ladies. 

Atlas—Ovenproof dinnerware. 

Avalon—Free dinnerware to the 
ladies. 

Burleigh—Ovenproof dinnerware. 

Capitol Ovenproof dinnerware 
free to ladies. 

Climax—Deluxe kitchenware free. 

Colonial—Ovenproof dinnerware 





Comet—Seats 15c—With Hot Oven- 


bake 20c. 
Egyptian — Crackerjack for 
kiddies. 


—* 


Although not officially adver- | 


have been | 


the 


Jimmy Fidler’s Dea! 





Hollywood, May 20. 

| Unique deal which will net him a 
salary and a percentage of the com- 
pany’s gross sales increase was signed 





‘last week by Jimmy Fidler with | 


Tayton cosmetic firm. He'll do one 
'_quarter-hour broadcast weekly, start- 
\ing on the Coast and enveloping the 
entire nation by fall. Time has not 
yet been bought but program likely 
goes to CBS in a Friday night spot 
starting sometime next month. 

Wayne Griffin produces for Batten, 
|Barton, Durstine & Osborn, 


ZANUCK ASSIGNS SIX 
MORE DEFENSE FILMS 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Six more ncn-profit films, to be 
| produced as an aid to the national 
defense program, were announced by 
Darryl F. Zanuck, chairman of the 
Research Council of Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
Shorts are: 
; ‘Conduct of Physical Training,’ at 
‘the Hal Roach studio; ‘Antiaircraft 
| Searchlight B:Nery,’ Universal; ‘37 
|'mm. Antiaircraft Gun _ Battery,’ 
| Warners; ‘Light Machine Gun Pla- 
,toon, Cavalry Rifle Troop,” RKO; 
| ‘Antiaircraft Machine Gun Battery,’ 
| Sol Lesser. They will all be in pro- 
| duction by June 2. 
A future film on ‘Engineering 
|Corps Equipment’ is assigned to the 
{Samuel Goldwyn _ studio. Other 
| training pictures now in production 
'are ‘2440 mm Howitzer,’ at Para- 
mount, ‘60 mm Mortar,’ at Metro, 
‘Basic Principles of Skiing’ at 20th- 
Fox and ‘Instruction of the Soldier’ 
at Metro. 


$200,000 Story Claim 














Jesse T. Mills, comptroller of 
| Loew’s, Inc., will be examined be- 
| fore trial today (Wednesday) in N.Y. 
supreme court in connection with a 
$200,000 suit against Loew’s, Metro 
Pictures Corp. and Metro Distribut- 
ing Corp. by Stephen Tamas, author. 
Justice Denis 
| examination Friday (36). 
| Plaintiff claims he submitted a 
} scenario entitled ‘Moscow, Paris and 
Return’ to the defendants in 1938, 
who rejected it. It is alleged that 
‘Ninotchka’ was based on plaintiff’s 
| story and that Metro has realized 
| profits of over $1,000,000 as result of 
| the plagiarism. 











‘Blowing Hot ’n’ Cold 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Robert Sisk plays cold and hot in 
| his two first jobs as associate pro- 
ducer at Paramount. 
One is ‘Angels in Furs,’ with an 








Greendale — Free dinnerware to| Alaskan locale, and the other is 
ladies. ; |‘Texas Guinan,’ tale of New York’s 
Hollywood—Kitchenware, or ruby | ‘feverish 20s.’ 
glassware. 
Jackson—Free dinnerware. | 
Juneau—Dinnerware night. Jane a Farmerette 


Lake—Dad’s root beer to kids until | 


2 p.m. 


Hollywood, May 20. 


Lyric—Enamelware free to ladies. Next starrer for Jane Withers at 

Majestic—Free dinnerware. 20th-Fex is ‘Young America.’ based 

Mirth—Dinnerware nite. on the activities of the 4H clubs. 

Modjeska—Marbles free to each | #".°rgenization of farmer boys and 
kiddie. girls. 

Murray—Dishes to ladies. | Picture rolls amound July 1, Sol 


Ogden—Ladies’ dish night. 
Parkway—Dinnerware night. 
Plaza—Dinnerware to the ladies. 
Rainbow — Dinnerware to lady 
patrons. 
Ritz—Free dinnerware. 
Riviera—Enamelware to ladies. 
Roosevelt—Dinnerware or chrome- 
ware to ladies. 
Savoy—Dinnerware night. 
State—Enamelware to ladies. 
Tivoli—Dinnerware night. 


Venetian — New dinnerware to 
ladies. 

Violet — Kitchenware or dinner- 
ware. 


World—Dinnerware to ladies. 

Zenith—Dinnerware or glassware 
to ladies. 

Oh, yes they show pictures, too— 


M. Wurtzel producing. 


| Thomas Heads for Barn 





| Hollywood, May 20. 

Frankie Thomas, currently in 
‘Flying Cadets’ at Universal, is mov- 
ing east when the picture finishes 
to double as producer and star in 
Woodstock, N. Y. 


| 


His strawhat production is ‘Con- | 


cert Tour.’ 


‘SNEAK’ TRUCE 
ON THE COAST 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Sneak hunting, a common pastime 
among film correspondents in this 
vicinity, has been halted temporarily 
and probably will be called off com- 
| pletely when the writers go into a 
huddle with Y. Frank Freeman and 








the Studio Publicity Directors com- | 


mittee Thursday (22). 

Trouble began when the studios 
insisted on screening pictures in the 
east before they were previewed in 
Hollywood. To avoid being scooped 
on new films, the correspondents 
organized an informal hunt club to 
catch sneak previews, an arrange- 
ment which caused inconvenience 


| 


Insure Strong 


Chase Bank's Place and Campbell 


20th Money Control 





Selection of Hermann G. Place, for 
many years a vice-president of th 
| Chase National Bank, as chairman of 
'the executive committee, newly 
created position, and the new five- 
year contract for Sidney R. Kent, as 
president, overshadowed the 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp. annual 
stockholders meeting last Thursday 


(15), whieh preceded the annual or- | 


ganization session of the new direc- 
torate the same day. After the 
| stockholders picked a new board of 
| directors, this board named Place, 
‘who is severing his connection with 
Chase Bank for the executive com- 
mittee chairmanship, a _ position 
| which, in other film companies, is 
always held down by the financial 
authority on the directorate. 

New five-year pact with Kent was 
not unexpected although no mention 
of it was made in the proxy state- 
ment to stockholders. Kent received 
$150,000 in the company’s last fiscal 
year according to report made to the 


| Securities & Exchange Commission. 


on both sides. Freeman and the pub- | 


licity directors have announced 
themselves in favor of cooperating 
with the writers, but have objected 
to an agreement in writing. 


RKO Frankly Invites 
Press to Its ‘Sneaks’ 


While Coast publicity directors are 





New contract expires May 31, 1946. 
No new chairman of the director- 
ate was named, with Kent, renamed 
president, expected to preside at di- 
rectorial sessions. Joseph M. Schenck, 
former board chairman and director, 
resigned both, of these positions 
earlier this month. Edwin P. Kil- 


| is difficult to conceive how much 
| more substantial control could be 
_exerted by Chase Bank than pres. 
ently. H. Donald Campbell and 
Place, officers of Chase National of 
| New York City, are on the director. 
| ate, said bank being beneficial owner 
| last March 1 indirectly or directly 
| of 671,915 shares of preferred stock 
or an overwhelming percentage of 
the total 803,560 preferred shares 
voted at last week’s meeting. Bank 
also held 221,157 shares of common 
on that date, 1,051,975 shares being 
represented at last week’s session. 


W. C. Michel Executive V.P. 

Besides Kent and Place, the new 
directorate named W. C. Michel as 
executive vice-president; Darryl F. 
Zanuck and William Goetz as vice. 
presidents; Sydney Towell, treasurer; 
Wilfred J. Eadie, comptroller; Felix 
Jenkins, secretary. 

In addition to Kilroe, the other di- 
rectors re-elected by the stockhold- 
ers were John R. Dillon, Daniel O, 
Hastings, William P. Phillips, Seton 
Porter, Towell, Jenkins, Eadie, 
Campbell, Michel, Place and Kent, 
There were 803,560 shares of pre- 
ferred out of 916,264, and 1,051,975 
shares of common out of 1.741,995 
outstanding represented at the meet- 
| ing. 

President Kent asked Michel to 








position on 


roe, previously named to Schenck’s| preside at the stockholders meeting 
the directorate, was | after officially opening the session, 
elected with 11 others to the board Kent then left the meeting. Reply- 
of directors by the stockholders. | jng to a question by one shareholder 
Schenck is on the Coast where he! as to what 20th-Fox was doing to 
is executive head of production for, halt the decline in sales, Michel 


Over M-G’s ‘Ninotchka’ 


Cohalan ordered the | 


fighting zttendance of critics at 
sneak previews, RKO h.o. press de- 
partment is staging sneaks especially 
for the newspaper and mag gander- 
ers and going out of its way to party 
those who come. At least, RKO 
labels the new version of special 
pre-release showings ‘snezk pre- 
views.’ 

RKO instituted the idea recently 
with ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ and ‘The 
| Devil and Miss Jones’ and will use 
it for the third time with ‘Sunny.’ 
It has arranged single-performance 
showings of the pic in 35 theatres 
throughout the country. 

Critics are apprised in advance of 
| what they ere being invited to see, 
but regular patrons of the house are 


not. Theatre merely advertises that | 


there will be a ‘sneak’ preview ata 
certain time, not naming the picture. 


EXHIB’S STIFF RAP 
ON ‘OBSCENE’ CHARGE 


Charlotte, N. C., May 20. 

Charged with using the mails for 
sending obscene literature and pic- 
tures, H. B. Grace, manager of three 
picture theatres in Newton, was fined 
$250, given a six months sentence, 
suspended for two years, and placed 
on probation for two years. Grace 
| was tried in U. S. district court at 
Statesville last week. 

Grace was said to have been a 
member of the club which dis- 
tributed, the literature and pictures. 








Cummings on Loanout To 
Direct Par’s ‘La. Purchase’ 


Hollywood, May 20. 





20th-Fox. 

Regarding Place’s’ election § as 
chairman of the company’s executive 
committee, Kent issued this state- 
ment: 

‘Hermann G. Place, for many 
years vice-president of the Chase 
National Bank, was today (Thurs- 
day) elected chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of 20th Century-Fox 
Film, severing his connection with 
the Chase National Bank. This 
move was in the interest of rein- 
forcing the organization in New 
York. Place has been‘a director of 
20th-Fox for several years and is 
well known to the personnel of the 
company.’ 

Closer Collaboration 

Comment in the trade was that the 
choice of Place was a move for 
closer banker collaboration. Need 
for having an active financial man 
in the east to keep contact with pro- 
| duction on the Coast appears the 
more logical explanation inasmuch 
as Schenck most likely will confine 
his activity to Hollywood production 
matters in the future. However, it 


HAYSITES IN NY. OK 





‘THE OUTLAW’ FINALLY 





Following action to make recom- 
mended cuts and changes, the Hays 
office directorate in New York last 
week approved ‘The Outlaw,’ How- 
ard Hughes picture which is ready 
for 20th-Fox release. After this 
okay, a Production Code Adminis- 
| tration code seal was issued the pic- 
ture. 

Joseph L Breen refused to pass 
‘Outlaw’ in the form first offered. 
When the ruling was appealed, the 


| directors of the Motion Picture Pro- | 


Paramount is borrowing Irving ducers & Distributors of America, 
ale 4 
rn : . 2 = Inc reaffirmed Breen’s. decision 
Cummings from 20th-Fox t ir é: ; : 
I wainlieine Purchase’ T : rae Then a committee was named to 
4 lane ase, z aCI ic 4 ; 
film version of rr B a Dele’ or work out changes with the producer, 
alene ts ar oa Start ‘ “siden ee these being affected under an amic- 
ag musical, ola! S Sle ; Oo 
. : able agreement between the Hays 
mid-July, with Bob Hope the onl y= ays 
principal definitely a albor thus eee: ane the Hughes eutt. Fawn 
ce ' - ae “ more changes than originally asked 
4 Pees - by Breen were made but it’s - 
Cummings, whose contract with ported that the more radic: ‘ - i 
the Westwood studio permits out- é ae 


side pictures, hes a deal for another 
Paramount job next year. 
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Littlewoods’ bid for Maxwell’s ho 
| WB-Hoyts schism in Australia 
Radio reviews: Laurence Olivier- 


Milton Berle, 
MBS,’ Ferd Summer Hour 
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gles, Somerset Maugham, Dorothy Thompson, ‘Tulip Time,’ 
‘Hollywood Soundstage,’ 
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Vivien Leigh, Charles Rug- 


‘ASCAP Salutes 
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were adjusted on the producer's plea 
that too many alterations would 
jeopardize the producer’s investment. 


Rep. Spending $2,500,000 
On Studio Construction 


Hollywood, May 20. 
New building and studio improve- 
ments have cost Republic $833.000 
since last October and will consume 
an appropriation of $2,500,000 with- 
in two years under the current re- 
construction plan. 


| 
| 
| 


out by Herbert Yates, chairman of 


ident of Republic Productions, is ne- 
cessitated by the 1941-42 schedule of 
66 pictures. 


Program of studio expansion, laid | 


the boerd, and M. J. Siegel, pres- | 


| stated that the company was defi- 
nitely moving forward and was tak- 
| ing advantage of all means available 
to offset losses in the European mar- 
| ket. He explained that the com- 
pany, which had been doing remark- 
j ably well over a period of years, 
simply had hit a sore spot, but indi- 
cated the worst had been passed, 
Michel then cited the first quarter 
profit as indicative of this trend 
even in the face of foreign losses. 


20TH-FOX NET PROFIT 
UP: 13 WKS., $404,089 


Despite the writeoff of $250,000 
| additional as reserve for foreign as- 
| sets, 20th-Fox consolidated net profit 
|rose in the first quarter ended last 
| March 29 as compared with the 
‘initial quarter in 1940. Report an- 
nounced to the stockholders’ meet- 
ing last Thursday (15) shows $404,- 
089 consolidated net, after Federal 
income tax and providing a reserve 
for foreign assets amounting to $350,- 
'000. This compares with $353,376 
in the first quarter a year ago, when 
only $100,000 was set aside as re- 
serve for foreign assets. 

It. was pointed out that this write- 
off was necessary because the com- 
pany has more coin frozen in Great 
Britain, Australia and New Zealand 
than a year ago. 

Improvement in earnings also was 
substantial as compared with the 
final quarter of 1940, when only 
$558,275 profit was shown even with 








pre inclusion of $693,000 year-end 
dividend received from National 
Theatres. No dividends were re- 


, ceived in the first quarter this year 
or in 1940 from National. 

Report showed that 20th-Fox 
| writeoff for depreciation of fixed 
assets, not including depreciation of 


$185,249 on studio buildings and 
equipment, absorbed in production 
costs, amounted to $76,209, while 
provision for federal taxes in the 
first quarter this year totaled $74,300. 
Regular Pfd. Dividend 

Regular dividend rate of $1.50 an- 
nually on the 20th-Fox preferred 
stock was maintained when the dli- 


rectors declared the usual quarterly 
divvy of 3742c per share, covering 
the second quarter of this year. The 
divvy is payable June 30 to stock- 
holders of record June 16. 


20TH-FOX EARNINGS, 1935-40 

Net profit, except as noted: (+) deficit 
SRA sora s4 054s tanqesnens $3,090,135 
‘i. Saree Seales Sarre 7,722,955 
2 Ee ee een 8,617,114 
_., SRR ares er 7,252,467 
UR a rire hae eel larpeie aw Fai 4,663,009 
NR tet peel +$517,336 

| (19840 by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 


Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 

$353,376 +$736,163 +$1,192,824 $558,275 
(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 

| Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 

$464,089 
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PAR BUYING OUT E. J. SPARKS 





214-Hour Film Show Maximum Has 
Good Chance to Become Law in Mo. 


dl 








St. Louis, May 20. 
The 150-minute motion picture 
progam measure pending in the 
Missouri legislature last week was 
amended to apply only to cities and 
counties where the population is 
100,000 and over. This change would 


include St. Louis, Kansas City end} 


Jackson County, St. Joseph and Bu- 
chanan County and St. Louis County. 
The bill, sponsored by the Better 
Films Council of Greater St. Louis, 


was amended in the senate and now 
goes to the house of representatives 
for passage. Many beefs have been 
made egainst the long flicker shows 
in St. Louis and a recent fight be- 
tween the St. Louis Amusement Co. 
and the Greater Independent Cir- 
cuit made up of 24 nabes owned and 
operated by Fred Wehrenberg and 
Clarence Kaiman over prolonged 
shows brought the issue to a head. 

While the legislature which has 
tied up enactment of bills beczuse 
of the recount of the gubernatiorial 
election last Nevomber it is believed 
there is a chance for the bill to be 

assed and Gov. Forrest C. Donnell 

said to favor It. 


Judge and Att’y Indicted 
In Wm. Fox’s Bkptcy. 
Go on Trial in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
Trial of U.S. Circult Court Judge 
J. Warren Davis and attorney Mor- 
gan 8. Kaufman, accused of con- 
spiracy and bribery in handling the 


bankruptcy proceedings of ex-film 
magnate, William Fox, began yes- 
terday (Monday) in Federal Court 
here. Fox was not in the courtroom 
when the trial opened but he was 
expected to appear later to testify 
against the two defendants. Fox 
pleaded guilty to the charges and 
is now under bail awaiting sen- 
tencing. 

Specifically Judge Davis is accused 
of taking bribes from Fox to rule 
favorably in appeals carried to his 
court by Fox's attorneys in bank- 
ruptcy litigations involving Fox’s 
All-Continent Corp. Kaufman is ac- 
cused of being the go-between. 

The case is being prosecuted by 
Walter H. Gahagan, Jr., special as- 
sistant to the U.S. Attorney. He is 
@ nephew of screen and stage ac- 
tress Helen Gahagan. 

The name of Isaac D. Levy, vice- 
president of WCAU, and heavy 
stockholder and director of the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, was 
brought into the proceedings by 
Gahagan. The prosecutor asked 
Prospective jurors if they were ac- 
Quainted with Levy or any officers 
of CBS along with individuals of a 
score of other companies. Just what 
was Levy’s connection with the case 








vv 





isn’t clear. He testified before the 
Federal Grand Jury which indicted 
Kaufman, Davis and Fox. 

One of the talesman said he| 
oncé owned some Fox stock. Gaha- | 
gan asked him if he had lost money | 
on it. Defense attorneys objected | 
to the question and the juror was| 
excused. 

Fox testified this afternoon he lent 
Judge Davis $12,500 in 1938 while 
litigation was pending in the latter's 
court. Fox said. he received no col- 
lateral or note. He said he previ- 
Ously lent the jurist $15,000. 


Twist an RKO Producer 
After Long Scrib Duty 


Hollywood, May 20. 
John Twist moves into a pro- 
ducer’s berth at RKO after eight 
years on the lot as a writer. First 
Producer job is ‘Four Jacks and a 
ueen,’ which he wrote. 








1 Joseph H. Moskowitz trial. 





Among the screenplays written by 
ist for RKO are ‘The Great Man 
Otes’ and ‘Parachute Battalion.’ 


Val Paul’s Prod. Takeoff 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Vaughn Paul’s first job as asso- 
ciate producer at Universal is ‘Mer- 
maid in Distress,’ currently in the 
writing mill. 
First call sheet goes up as soon as 


he returns from his honeymoon with 
Deanna Durbin. 








Chas. Koerner 


Is Streamlining 
RKO Divisions 


Indications are that Charles Koer- 
ner, new RKO theatre chief, will 
seek to eliminate some of the divi-| 
sion setups of the RKO circuit and | 
consolidate several of these group- 


ings into more easily handled units. 
It is reported that Koerner is con- | 
sidering setting up a circuit pattern 
which will reduce the RKO groups 
to an even four, taking in the New | 
York division; the Ike Libson group | 
in Cincinnati as the second group; 
a division to include Cleveland, 
Columbus and the present midwest 
group under Tom Gorman in a single | 
general midwestern unit, and finally, | 
the Coast as the fourth division. 
Earlier reports that Tom Gorman, 
current midwest manager for RKO, 
would be shifted to the Coast were} 
premature, and it is now understood | 
that the Coast division will go to) 
Nat Holt, at present headquartered | 
in Cleveland. 


NO O'CONNOR, MEYERS 
DEALS BEFORE U BOARD 


Although the executive board of 
Universal held its regular monthly 
meeting Thursday (15), there was no | 
discussion of contracts for John J. 
O’Connor and Fred Meyers, re- 
cently resigned from RKO theatres. | 
It is likely that deals will be worked 
with the two in the near future. 

O’Connor is mentioned as general 
aide to Nate Blumberg with Meyers 
as assistant to William A. Scully, 
sales chief. Understood that Scully 
would welcome an assistant to help 
him on detail work. 




















BLUMEY’S FATE 


Court Reviews His Subpoena in Joe 
Schenck Case 








The fate of A. C. Blumenthal, pro- 
moter, passed into the hands of 
Judge Grover M. Moscowitz in N. Y 
federal court yesterday (Tuesday), 
with the court to decide whether or 
not to quash the subpoena served on 
Blumenthal in Mexico to appear a 
a witness at the Joseph M. Schenck- 
An affi- 
davit by Blumenthal is on its way 
from Mexico City, where he is re-| 
siding. 

U. S. Attorney Mathias F. Correa | 
had tried to call Blumenthal as a} 
witness during the trial, but Blumen- | 
thal had refused to come to N. Y. 
from Mexico, maintaining that the 
state of his health was too precari- | 
ous to undertake the journey. Affi- 
davits by six Mexican physicians 
testifying as to the veracity of these | 
statements have been filed with the 
court. Should Blumenthal be found 
guilty of deliberate evasion, his | 
property could be confiscated up to | 
$100,000. 

If the court refuses his request to | 


|the Par—S. A. Lynch 


| ing fine.’ 


| making his own film deals. 





$1,900,000 FOR 
THEATRES IN FLA. 


—— —— 


Par Already Owns 50% of 
Sparks Circuit, He Con- 
troling 40% —10% Re- 
mains as Is—Sparks to 
Be Retained in Advisory 
Capacity 


ooo 


‘PEACE’ WITH WB 





Negotiations between Paramount 
and Edward J. Sparks for the pur- 
chase by Par of Sparks’ interest in 
85 theatres in Florida for approxi- 


mately $1,300,000 are well under way 
and may be closed at an early date. 
Deal is said to have been in work for 
some time but before it is closed 
many details have to be worked out 
due to a complicated corporate setup 
and many factors which figure, in- 
cluding the ownership of stock by 
Mrs. Sparks and other relatives. 

The Sparks family controls 40% of 
the Sparks circuit. Par already 
owns 50%. The other 10% is owned 
by B. B. Garner, general manager of 
theatre operations for Sparks; Fred 


» 





Par’s Dissatisfaction With Canadian 
Film Rental Income One Reason For 
F.P-Can. Shakeup; Nathanson’s Plans 





Streamlined, No Less 





Hollywood, May 20. 

Warners is readying a musi- 
cal, ‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ 
with a Floradora Girl back- 
ground, using the old song as 
the theme. 

Sextet will be Peggy Diggins, 
Kay Aldridge, Marguerite Chap- 
man, Lorraine Gettman, Claire 
James and Georgia Carroll. 


Bioft's Tax Case 
Put Over to Sept.; 
Active on Coast 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Trial of Willie Bioff on income tax 








Kent, general counsel; Marian C. 
Talley, secretary-treasurer; Frank | 


| Rogers, general manager of the con- | 


tract department who handles the’ 
buying. These men will retain the 
10% interest that is split among 
them, it is understood. 

Reported that if and when the deal 
is concluded, these executives of the 
Sparks chain will remain withethe 
company and that a committee, for 
the time being at least, will de set | 
up to administer the affairs of‘ the 
circuit under jurisdiction of the| 
Par h.o. 

Stay on for Two Years 


It is also said to be part of the deal | 
hat Sparks remains on the payroll 
in an advisory capacity to Par and} 
its operating committee for a period 
of two years. He denied to VARIETY | 
last week that he was retiring, which | 
squares with this account in view of 
the fact negotiations are on under} 
which he would stay as an advisor. | 
Par also denied last week that! 
Sparks had any intention of retiring. 
However, he has not been in good| 


| health for some time and at present | make . h 
| anticipation of being called for serv- 


is living in Miami Beach, which is 
stronghold. 
Not operating theatres in the south- 
ern tip of Florida, which is the Steve 
Lynch partnership zone, the Sparks 
headquarters are in the north at 
Jacksonville. Understood Sparks has 
an eye infection that is bothering 
him. He stated on the phone from 
Florida, however, that he was ‘feel-| 
One of the outstanding ex- 
hibitor pioneers of the business and| 
one of the shrewdest of operators, | 
Sparks is now 63. 

If the Par-Sparks deal goes 
through—and unexpected that it 
will not, unless unforseen hitches 
occur—it will be one of the largest 
in importance since the lush chain- 
amassing days of 1929. 

Kent, general counsel for the 
Sparks interests and a nephew of 
former Gov. Fred P. Cone of Florida 
who also represented Sparks legally, 
was in New York last week report- 
edly to discuss negotiations and is 
due back today (Wednesday). Rogers 
is already here. 


Warner Situation 


On consummation of a deal pur- 
chasing Sparks’ interest in the 85 
Florida theatres it is believed Par 
will make peace with Warner Bros. 
which has been out of the Sparks 
houses for two years now. 

Under the Par-Sparks partnership, 
Sparks has had management control, 
He has | 
always wanted to buy pictures flat, | 
deviating from that policy in only a} 
few instances, and last year Par’s| 
own distribution department had dif-| 
ficulty in getting together with | 
Sparks on terms. After months of | 
wrangling, John Kirby, now Atlanta 


evasion charges has been set over to 
the September term of the Federal 
court by Judge Paul McCormick. 
Coincidentally it was revealed that 
Bioff was designated by George E. 
Brow, IATSE prexy, to head off any 
‘labor bottlenecks’ involving pro- 
duction of defense films for the 
Army and Navy when he appeared 


| in court to ask continuance from 


June 24. 

A telegram from Browne termed 
Bioff the ‘logical man’ to watch over 
defense film production, to see no 
labor tieups retard progress. Bioff’s 
counsel said the labor leader would 
straighten out any labor differences 
that might arise at scattered pro- 
duction points. 


J. J. FITZGIBBONS, JR. TO 
BE CALLED BY U.S. SOON 


Arriving in New York recently in 








ice in the army, John J. Fitzgibbons, 
Jr., son of the president of Famous 
Players-Canadian, 





Resigning from Famous Players- 
Canadian to direct 75 theatres on the 
outside in which he is interested in 
various ways, N. L. Nathanson is re- 
ported to have bought numerous 
sites on which he may build, thus 
creating a circuit that may ulti- 
mately become serious opposition to 
FP-C. Nathanson has had outside 
exhibition and exchange interests all 
along, with his recent expansion in 
theatres said to have caused some 
dissatisfaction so far as Paramount 
is concerned. Par controls all the 
voting stock of FP-C. 


Creation of an exhibition empire 
of substantial importance and size by 
Nathanson might endanger the pres- 
ent strong foothold enjoyed by FP-C, 
a string of 230 theatres stretching 
across Canada which now represent 
major buying power. Company op- 
erates various theatres owned by 
other interests, while in the Nathan- 
son group are numerous houses of an 
independent character in which Na- 
thanson has a piece or operating 
control, plus those that his son, Paul, 
is heading. Nathanson also owns 
25% of the Poli houses which are 
now a part of the Loew chain. 


With FP-C for about 20 years, Na- 
thanson stepped out as _ president 
Wednesday (14) and J. J. Fitzgib- 
bons, vice-president, moved up to 
succeed him. This followed periodic 
negotiations over the past several 





| 





is at the Para-| 


mount h.o. handling details in con- | 


nection with buying as assistant to 
Eddie Hyman, theatre executive. 

Young Fitzgibbons has worked for 
FP-C for several years, including 
during the summer when he was in 
military school. Starting out in the 
sign shop, he went to ushering, and 
before coming down to the states 
was assistant manager of one of 
FP-C’s houses in Winnipeg. 

A second lieutenant in the U. S. 
reserves, he says he'll probably be 
called for duty in three or 
weeks. Fitzgibbons, Sr., was made 
president of FP-C only last week 





Koenig’s 20th Year, 
Appropriately, at 20th 


Hollywood, May 20 
William Koenig starts his 20th year 


in pictures with a new contract to} 


continue as general production man- 
ager at 20th-Fox. 
Brought to Hollywood in 1921 by 


months On a renewal of his contract 
which expired May 1, but, due to re- 
ported friction and conditions, Para- 
mount was unable to get together 
with the Canaaian theatre exec. Na- 
thanson recently evidenced a desire 
to get out to devote his time to other 
interests which, in addition to thea- 


tres, includes’ broadcasting, ex- 
| changes and private enterprises. 
ccording to one report Fitz- 


gibbons also resigned with Nathan- 
son and other directors, but was in- 
duced to take the presidency. This 
could mean it’s temporary, though 
not indicated. 


Background 
Nathanson is one of the most in- 
fluential business men in the Do- 


minion, also one of the wealthiest. 
One of his closest friends and busi- 
ness associates who is said to have 
backed him at the start many years 
ago is Lord Beaverbrook, member 
of Winston Churchill’s war cabinet. 

Nathanson’s outside exchange in- 
terests, distributing the product of 
other companies, is also said to have 
caused some of the discord which led 
to failvre te avree on a new contract. 
He’s in Regal Exchanges, which han- 
dies the Metro product, and is also 


| interested in Empire, Ltd., which re- 
{leases Universal and Republic prod- 


uct. Paramount, Warner’ Bros., 


| United Artists and RKO have their 


four | 


Carl Laemmle as business manager, | 


| he also held executive positions at 


Warners and Metro before joining 
20th-Fox two years ago. 


Mae Clarke’s Comeback 


Hollywood, May 20. 








1 


became vocal, has inked a contract 


quash the indictment, the Govern- | district manager, made a compro- a; a character player at Republic. 


| 


ment will then have to take appro- 
priate steps toward securing a con-| 
viction against him. L 


mise with Sparks, with some of the 


| Par product assertedly going onto the ¢ 


(Continued on page 54) 


First appearance will be in ‘Lady | 
| Fora Night,’ the new title for ‘Mem- 
'dhis Belle.’ 





own exchanges above the border. 
Away from FP-C for a few years, 

Nathanson was returned to it on the 

recommendation of S. A. Lynch in 


1933 when Par was undergoing re- 
organization, Lynch having at that 
time been adviser to the trustees. 
Par had purchased control of FP-C 


in 1930. 

One report is that since Nathanson 
returned to FP-C, Par has been dis- 
satisfied with the rentals it has ob- 
tained from the circuit as compared 
with terms other companies have 
been able to get. 

Fitzgibbons Rates Well 

Fitzgibbons, the new president, is 
extremely well liked in Canada, but 
understood that he has been anxious 
for some time to return to the states. 
Formerly division manager for Par 
in New England, he went to Canada 
11 years ago to join the circuit in an 
important operating capacity. Fol- 
lowing his appointment he moved 
Morris S‘ein. Ontario division man- 
ager, up to the post of general mane 
ager over theatre operation, assume 
ing, in effect, Fitzgibbons’ old duties. 


Mae Clarke, a star before pictures |New FP-C president is due in N. Y. 


‘today (Wed.) to discuss policy and 


operating plans. 
FP-C is acquiring full control of 


\the Oscar Hanson group of Ontario 


(Continued on page 20) 
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To Dicker; 


Screen Writers Guild Holds Off 
Strike: Finds Producers in Mood 


DRAFT CALLS RAISING 
ANTE FOR TOP LENSERS 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Heavy production, caused by the 
consent decree, and a shortage of 
young lensers as result of the 
national defense draft, have boosted 
the pot for top cameramen in the 
film studios. Employment in that 














Hollywood, May 20. 


Screen writers held off their strike 
fire at Monday night’s (19) meeting | 
and instead voted to raise a $50,000 
war chest to be used in the event of 
a walkout if contract demands ‘ere 
not reasonably met by producers.’ 
Deferment of strike vote was agreed 
to until the committee reports at 
next session with studio reps but 
meanwhile full confidence was voted 
in the negotiating committee. Dis- 
cussion of problems common to all 
major Guilds is announced for to- 
night (Tuesday). 

Around 700 scribes attended the 
sesh, representing the lergest turn- 








OTHER LABOR NEWS 
on Page 20 of this issue. 


eee _nn eee 





out in years. First suggestion made | 
was a $100,000 war fund, but whittled | 
to half that amount. Several mem- 
bers subscribed up to $1,000 from 
the floor to start the ball rolling, but 
the suggestion was carried that all 
working members participete by 
assessment. First to approve the 
war chest and write a check was 
Mare Connelly who started other 
topflight scribes reaching for their 
checkbooks. 
Producers Willing 

Committee told members the pro- 
ducers are more in the mood to 
negotiate by offering counter-pro- 
posals but they’re still shy of what 
is demanded by the SWG. Producers’ 
compromise for SWG demands of 
$150 weekly minimum for writers 
with one year’s experience brought 
en offer of $50 after one year; $75 
after two years; $100 after three 
yéars. Studio stood pat on 80% 
Guild shop and demanded a 10-year 
contract against the Guild’s de- 
termination for a one-year deal only. 

Elimination of speculetive writing 
was approved by the producers if 
SWG could devise some method de- 
fining such work but insisted on 
Ownership of all written material 
during writers’ layoff. Guild de- 
mand for minimum of two weeks’ 
employment for writers drawing un- 
der $500 weekly brought a counter- 
producer proposal of two weeks 
guarantee for scribes paid under 
$250 weekly and one week’s guaran- 
tee for writers receiving from $250 
to $500. 

Guild, demanded abolition of all 
flat deals under $5,000, but finally 
reduced the figure to $2,500. Pro- 
ducers are willing to deal on elimi- 
nation of flat deals under $1,000 for 
westerns, and $1,500 for other fea- 
tures, 

Statement 

Prexy Sheridan Gibney gave out 
the following statement after the 
meeting: ‘More than 600 members at 
the Screen Writers Guild meeting at 
the Hotel Roosevelt last night unani- 
mously voted minimum war chest of 
$50,000 and empowered writers’ bar- 
gaining committee to stand on orig- 
inal contract demands from motion 
picture producers. If the results of 
negotiations are not acceptable to 
membership, a strike vote will be 
called. Additionally, membership 
gave a unanimous vote of confidence 
to the negotifting committee. Blos- 
s0m room of Hotel Roosevelt filled 


,’ 
y 


| department is at an all-time high, 


$50,000 War Chest 
with wages rising accordingly. 


PROTECTING ‘SINS’ 
| Warners has 71 men, a record 


20th-Fox Wants to Make Sure on number in its camera department, 

Van Every Pic eight being under term contract. 
Metro has 12 contracted lensers, 
Paramount, six contractees and 
others on one or two picture deals, 
and the increase is general in other 
studios, 


Loew's 28-Week Net 
Profit at $5,141,135, 
Or $1,648,000 Under ’40 


Net profit of Loew’s, Inc., declined 
more than $1,648,000 in the first 28 


weeks of the company’s fiscal year 
as compared with the corresponding 
period last year. Net profit totalled 
$5,141,135 in the 28-week period 
ending last March 13 as against 
$6,789,828 in comparable 28 weeks 
last year. This is equivalent to $2.80 
per common share as compared with 


Loew's 50-Share Owner 
Curious About Sundry (355. 
The report, representing the ini- 


Stockholder Suits. tia 28 weeks in Loew’s fiscal year 

instead of the first six months, 
showed $9,473,534 operating profit 
before depreciation and taxes and 
$900,000 reserve written off for con- 
tingencies as compared with $11,- 
101,356 in the first 28 weeks of the 
| previous fiscal year after the same 
reserve for contingencies and like 
writeoffs. 

Although no explanation is given 
of reserve for contingencies, much 
of this is understood to. take in 
probable losses in the foreign field 
| due to frozen funds or other action 
| resulting from the European war. 
Company leaves the way open for 
additional foreign funds being re- 
stricted. 
| g€ompany’s gross declined partly 
| because the second quarter repre- 
/sented comparatively small income 
| from ‘Gone With the Wind,’ in con- 
| trast to large sums that were taken 
| in during January, February and 
_ March of 1940 from roadshow en- 
gagements of this picture. 

LOEW’S (METRO) EARNINGS, 
1930-40 








20th-Fox created a bit of surprise 
last week by filing claim to the titles: 
‘Sins of New York as ‘Exposed’ by 
the Police Gazette’ and ‘Sins of 
America as ‘Exposed’ by the Police 
Gazette.’ 

Studio has no intention of using 
either tag, it has been learned, the 
registration being merely to protect 
angles of a Police Gazette expose 
in ‘Coney Island,’ script of which 
has just been completed for 20th by 
Edward Van Every, N. Y. Sun sports 
writer. 

Van Every wrote two books which 
were purchased by Fox as a basis for 
part of Coney yarn. They are ‘Sins 
of New York’ and ‘Sins of Amer- 
ica.’ 

















Edward F. Wagner, holder of 50 | 
shares of common of Loew’s, Inc., | 
applies to the N. Y. supreme court 
today (Wednesday) for permission 
to examine the books and records 
of Loew’s in order to prove his con- 
tention that numerous stockholder 
actions started against the company 
over the past years have been quiet- 
ly settled out of court by officers 
and directors by use of stockholder 
money. Wagner directs his accusa- 
tions at Leopold Friedman, secre- 
tary of Loew’s, and seeks to ex- 
amine the minutes of the board of 
directors, the general ledger, the 
general journal, the accountants re- 
ports, the cash disbursements jour- 
nal, the check stubs and cancelled 
check vouchers. 

Wagner declares that reports had 
reached him from time to time that 
actions were started or about to be 
started against officers and directors 
charging waste and mismanagement, 
but that these proposed suits had 
been settled by payments to the | 1939 





stockholders and their attorneys. | 93120 00000000027007.0702 "iitao'oes 
He interrogated Loew’s and re-|1932................... .  7961.314 
ceived a report from Irving Green- | 1933..................... 4,034,290 
field, of the Loew’s legal depart-/|1934....................,. 7,479,897 
ment, declaring that only one suit\1935................... 7,579,744 
had been started resulting in a win |1936..................... 11,076,823 
for the stockholders in excess of |1937..................05. 14,426,062 
$500,000. Greenfield stated he would | 1938..................005 9,924,934 
be unable to give more data unless | 1939..................... 9,841,531 
Wagner could supply the names of | 1940..................... 8,908,469 
the actions referred to, the dates of 
payment, the names of the payees. : 2900 by Quarters) 
This is termed ‘attempted evasion’| First Second Third Fourth 


Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$1,393,456 $5,396,372 $1,206,566 $912,075 


(1941 by Quarters) 


by Wagner, who seeks the inspec- 
tion to prove payments were made. 





Y oh Wh ? First Second Third Fourth 
’ Oo Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
Hollywood, May 20. $1,936,245 $3,204,890 .....cc0 ccvcces 


‘Whodunit,’ Variety coinage for Note: Second quarter in both 1940 
mystery plays, is the title of the new and 1941 covers 15 weeks instead 
Abbott-Costello comedy this team |0°f the normal quarterly period of 





will do for Universal. 13 weeks. 
Stanley Roberts and Edmund Jo- (Fiscal year ends approximately 
seph are doing the screenplay. Aug. 31) 











to overflowing when Sheridan Gib- 
ney, Scfeen Writers Guild prexy, 
called meeting to order. Brief his- 
tory of contract demands and series 
of negotiations opened the meeting. 
Twenty-one telegrams of sympathy 
and support were read from every 
major Union and Guild, including 
the State Federation of Labor and 
CIO, latter of which offered support 
of its 100,000 Los Angeles members. 
Personal telegrams were received 
from Orson Welles, Lillian Hellman, 
Dudley Nichols, Moss Hart, Alice 
Duer Miller. Before war chest reso- 
lution, which taxes each member, 
was put into form and adopted, $28,- 
000 spontaneously pledged from floor 
and members were continuing vol- 
untary pledges of from $25 to $500 
and $1,000 after meeting was ad- 
journed. This $28,000 is in addition 
to $50,000 goal. Turnout for what 
Was considered most crucial meet- 
ing in history of Screen Writers 
Guild was the largest since the body 
was formed many years ago. Gen- 
eral feeling of the membership was 
in complete accord with the nego- 
tiating committee in matter of the 
producers’ counter-proposalg being 


Mich. Lawmakers Told That Canada's: 
Upped 20%, Tax Aids Legit, Hurts Pix 


Detroit, May 20. |is making them pay through the 
Reports from Canada show that| nose for amusement. Previously 


; . | taxes were imposed which hit radio 

the Dominion’s recent 20% amuse- | ; , 
musical instruments, 

ment tax is hitting the picture ns yeaeree ee 


other amusements, and curbed 
houses hard, but has been bolstering | spending there. Most of those in the 
the legitimate theatre. The figures| lower income brackets are express- 
were used here, since the Michigan ing their dissatisfaction with the 
Legislature is shaping up a 10% tax | higher taxes by playing cards or go- 
on theatres, and, with the State! ing for a walk, it was reported. 
needing coin, it takes plenty of fact; Theatres here also are pointing 
to head off the proposed bill. out to the Michigan legislators that 
According to the reports made the biz is instrumental in preserving 
here about the only houses doing morale, already is buying battleships 
above normal biz in Canada are the! and tanks with defense taxes and 
Royal Alexandra at Toronto and His | recently has taken a skid for reasons 
Majesty’s at Montreal, where cus-/| of its own. It may serve to head off 
tomers are used to the higher gate. the proposed 10% tax, since earlier 
Picture houses have caught a slump | the Legislature had pledged itself to 
that has sent them off 30%, with, 


propose no new taxes, and the only 
Canadians inclined to be a little sour | 








| 
| 








unacceptable,’ 


one it came up with is the one 
about legislation which in wartime | aimed at the theatres, 








By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Mr. Happy Hemingway, 
Duffy Square, N. Y. City. 


Dear Happy: 

Yesterday I’m standing at the cor- 
ner of Hollywood and Vine and I’m 
feeling pretty good for a fellow who 
just blew a back-to-back parlay with 
his case-duce. I’m smoking a cor- 
ona-corona (Trem Carr version) and 
I'm saying to myself, ‘Don’t be seen 
on the corner or the tycoons will 
think your a smoose.’ So I start to 
mosey’ away from the corner be- 
cause nobody who is anybody hangs 
out at the corner of Hollywood and 
Vine. When who do I see standing 
on the corner alongside of me en- 
gaged in light conversation as we say 
in the drawering rooms of Flatbush 
but Al Woods and John Considine. 

Well I says hello John, hello Al 
and they says hello kid. After a 
lot of trumpernicks have been call- 
ing me ‘Pop’ that ‘Kid’ sounds pretty 
good sew I offers them both a cor- 
ona-corona (Trem Carr version). 
Mr. Woods says no sweetheart, have | 
one of mine. They are my special 
brand and they is soaked in rum, 
15 for 20c...so I pass. 


Well Al and John I says its pretty 
good to see two showman in this 
irrigated cinema center and whats 
new? So Al says, ‘well sweetheart 
I am going to produce a new show 
and how would you like to be in 
same?’ 

So I says, ‘When do I start and 
you can make my salary peanuts.’ 

Mr. Considine says that ain’t what 
he said to me Al 30 years ago when 
I paid him so much naming a snug 
sum which I is too modest to put 
down in black and white as same 
may show the lads at Monogram my 
hole card. Well John I says to Mr. 
Considine, same being the Consi- 
dine of Sullivan & Considine, we 
are standing in the shadow of the 
Pantages Theatre and I for won 
never thought that you and Alex 





would be relatives and John says! 
well this is a strange world and fic- | 
tion is stranger than truth for who| 
would have ever thought that won 
day I would be the grandfather of 
Alex Pantages’ grandchild (in the 
old days in Seattle there was a Hat- 
field and McCoy fued between Pan 
and Considine...Young Considine 
is now married to Carmen Pantages 
and a handsome couple they are and 
no mistake. 


Made a Lot of Show Biz 


Well there they were, Al Woods 
and John Considine standing to- 
gether, two men who made a lot 
of show business. They built their 
own theatres, produced shows, de-| 
veloped some of the greatest stars 
we have today, produced more tal- 
ent than you could shake a casting | 
directory at. Al, I says still ribbing, 
ain’t you related to Mr. Considine 
in a way, and Al says, well sweet- 
heart now that you mention maybe 
I am, I used to be a partner in the 
firm of Sullivan, Harris & Woods, 
and that’s the Sullivan of the Sulli- 
van & Considine time, so what does 
that make me? 


I says, ‘Al, what was the show 
that made you the most money... 
‘Friendly Enemies?’ 


‘Well kid,’ said Al, ‘I had a lot of 
great shows ‘Trial of Mary Dugan,’ 
‘The Yellow Ticket,” ‘The Song of 
Songs,’ ‘Ladies Night in a Turkish 
Bath,’ ‘The Girl in the Taxi,’ ‘Potash 
and Perlmutter’ and a lot of others 
but ‘Up in Mable’s Room’ was the 
big money maker and some day soon 
I am going to have another one 
like it.’ 

‘I was in one of them myself,’ I 
cut in, ‘It was the ‘Woman in Room 
13’ with Robert Edeson, Gail Kane, 
Lowell Sherman, Janet Beecher and | 
Thomas E. Shea. We were rehears- 
ing the day the actors went on strike 
back in 1919. We all walked out. I 
didn’t have the change for a quarter 
so I went up to see you Mr. Woods 
and I says hello Al and you says 
Hello Sweetheart and I says Al I 
am on strike on you Al and we are 
going to stay out until we all get the 
right kind of a contract, and Al, says 
well Kid if you would rather have 
a contract than my word that’s all 
right too but how are you going to 
put on the feedbag in the meantime? 
So I says that’s what I came up here 
to see you about Mr. Woods. I came 
up here to put the bite on you for 
300 tears so I can eat until Equity 
wins this great class struggle and Al 
says okay here it is Bill and hands 
me three beautiful ‘C’ notes and I 
went out and got on a train for Bel- 








mont Park to do some picket duty. 


ne, 


‘Stat iat tnladn lela Dalal tte ee Geta. 
Cavalcade At H'wood & Vine 





I was there in time for the first race 
but I didn’t pick it Ha Ha! 
Hoffy 

I says to Al, ‘Hay Al whatever pe. 
come of that young fellow that used 
to write those classic interviews for 
you in the New York Times’ and Al 
says, ‘Oh him, well I'll tell you about 
that young fellow. He came to me 
for a job as a press agent so I Says 
to him how much money do yoy 
want and he says $50 a week is what 
I has been getting. I says, oh |] 
can’t pay you that, so he says well 
Mr. Woods I'll take anything, so | 
say okay sweetheart and I starteg 
him at a hundred a week. His name 
was Samuel Hoffenstein and he jig 
now at MGM getting enough money 
to take a glamour girl out every 
night. I says those interviews were 
classics Al and someone should pub. 
lish them in a book. However there 
has been so many good things writ. 
ten that will never be in a book 
that one more won’t hurt any. 

Well Al says what have you been 
doing sweetheart and I says I just 
finished a epic with Ginger Rogers 
and George Murphy and they should 
call it ‘Three Nice People’ instead of 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ as Garson 
Kanin is directing same and he js 
our kind of people. 

Ginger had to pour a garden 
sprinkling can over my head seven 
times and my old gray locks are now 
rusty. I got-soused good on an old 
Earl Benham special that had more 
mothholes in it than Orson Welles 
has ideas. I says to Miss Rogers.., 
‘Gee Gee,’ I has nicknamed her Gee, 
I says, ‘Gee Gee this epic will make 
me famous if influenza don’t beat 1t 
to it. Folks will point me out and 
say isn’t that the man Ginger 
Rogers poured the water on.’ Sure 
says Gee Gee, ‘Hay ma, and ain't 
that the little girl that dances with 
Fred Astaire?’ 

Well all this time we have been 
standing at the corner of Hollywood 
and Vine and know won has given 
us a tumble. They is a lot of people 
passing, mostly Pal Joeys and Pat 
Hobbys. But Al and John might as 
well have been Anna Thema for all 
the attention any one paid to them 
and for that matter know won gave 
me a tumble eiher except a couple 
of misgruntled bookmakers who ex- 
pect you to pay them the same year 
you lose the bet. 

Sew I says, ‘Well Mr. Considine 
and Mr. Woods if you will excuse 
me I has to go to Republic for a in- 
terview and besides I hate to be 
seen standing at the corner of Holly- 
wood and Vine. Al says to John, 
lets get out of here John or we will 
never amount to anything so they 
sauntered down past the Brown 
Derby where a lot of kids were wait- 
ing for Jackie Cooper to come out 


; sew they could get his autograph.... 


Keep punching Happy. 
Buck. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, May 20. 

Howard Emmett Rogers signed a 
new writing contract at Metro. 

George Reeves drew an actor op- 
tion lift at 20th-Fox. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., inked a four-picture 
pact at Republic. 

John Loder’s player option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 

Harriet Hilliard signed to two- 
picture deal by Columbia. 

Dorothy Morris handed a player 
ticket by Metro. 

Janis Carter’s action option lifted 


| by 20th-Fox. 


Natalie Thompson handed player 
contract by Metro. 

Bob Smith drew player ticket at 
RKO. 

Marjorie Woodworth’s player Op- 
tion picked up by Hal Roach. 

Audra Lindley inked an acting 
pact at Warners. 

Sally Payne’s player contract re- 
newed by Republic. 

Byron Barr signed to an actor deal 
at Warners. 

Jack Andrews handed one-year 
writing ticket by 20th-Fox. 

Michael Ames contracted as player 
at Warners. 

Roscoe Ates inked deal for two 
pictures at Paramount. 


Cooper’s RKO Goldwyner 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Gary Cooper’s first for Samuel 
Goldwyn through RKO release will 
be ‘Professor and Burlesque.’ 
Howard Hawks will direct. 
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Detroit Spending Boom’ Goes Boom 
While Show Biz Decries B.0. Drop: 
Draft, Strikes Among N.G. Factors 








Detroit, May 20. 

National defense spending, which 
first appeared to be setting off a buy- 
ing boom similar to the $23 silk- 
shirt era of the first World War, has 
started to boomerang. ’ 

Here where nearly $500,000,000 
has been poured into armaments or- 
ders, where 45,000 more workers are 
employed in industry, where pay- 
rolls have increased $2,000,000 a 
week over a. year ago and the aver- 
age wage is above $40 a week, the- 
atre men are putting in price cuts, 
the crowds have gone underground 
and the bubble has burst with a 
hollow plop. 

Detroit has been looked to as a 
bellwether of what will happen un- 
der the sudden outpouring of the 
defense billions. It was one of the 
first large cities to gear up for war 
productions, practically every auto- 
mobile plant and adjunct has been 
turned into an arsenal, its popula- 
tion is almost entirely industrial, 
skilled and commanding high wages 
and it has become an economic 
gauge for the entire country since 
the days of bank closing, etc., set 
off the national depression and its 
speeding auto production marked 
the end of that blight. 

Booming Industrially 

There’s no doubt Detroit is boom- 
ing industrially and in the early 
phases of the armament hypo 
showed evidence of lavish spending. 
The theatres caught that when they 
roared through Lent here with the 
biggest grosses in more than two 
decades, with turnaway crowds and 
money flowing like beer at a bar- 
tenders’ ball. Stores, bars, niteries, 
sports events, everything was catch- 
ing evidence that a spending spree 
had started that threatened to sur- 
pass that famed one when ship 
riveters came to work in $2,000 cars 
in '17 and ’18., 

The public has coin—and plenty. 
Those earlier figures don’t give the 
full picture here: $40 is average 
when you consider girls in the 
stores at $18, but at the other end 
you have skilled mechanics and tool 
makers getting upward of $125 a 
week. Beside the 45,000 additional 
men in industry here there is an es- 
timated equal number in other new 
Jobs. It's a boom all right but it 
yr seag.: show biz any more. 

ce in both the loop and the 

_— are off with estimates of from 

gts and the niteries are pour- 
re gloom than liquor. 

Here are some of the factors the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Some Pun, Eh Kid? 





Coming of spring seems to 
have set Hollywood's title 
thinker-uppers down on _ the 
punny side. Registered recently 
were: 

‘T’ll Take Manila’ 
‘Bowling Alley Cat’ (Metro), 
‘Pardon My Love’ (Col) and 
‘Love in Gloom’ (Col). 


TOO MUCH U. S. 
EMPHASIS ON 
THRIFT? 


Minneapolis, May 20. 

Local exhibitors have found still 
another reason for sagging grosses. 
It’s the Government’s heavy empha- 
sis on thrift. Theatre men declare 
public is becoming ‘thrift-conscious’ 
almost to the hoarding point in con- 
sequence of the Treasury Depart- 
ment’s thrift 
paign, press releases relative to the 
necessity of conserving resources to 


(Metro), 











meet next year’s higher income 
taxes, and the determination in 
Washington, plentifully publicized, 


that luxuries generally must be fore- 
gone in order to permit a more ef- 
fective war effort. 

The exhibitors say they realize 
that the emergency’s importance un- 
doubtedly requires the diversion of 
much spending money into U. S. cof- 
fers,, but they wonder if it’s neces- 
sary to preach expenditure curtail- 
ments so hard and they point out 
that if their boxoffices are badly 
hurt, the treasury will be deprived 
of considerable admission and other 
tax revenue.. Moreover, they’d like 
to have the Government be more 
specific in its thrift propaganda, em- 
phasizing that it means to try to 
effect lower consumption of new 
autos, electric refrigerators, etc., 
which utilize plant facilities and ma- 
terial needed for war goods, rather 
than non-theatre attendance. 

It really is unlikely that the Gov- 
ernment wishes to curtail film en- 


is necessary in order to meet higher 
(Continued on page 20) 








Nothing But Optimism From 
Defense Spending in L'ville 
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Cut Out Mats Pro Tem? 


Chicago, May 20. 

There's some talk among the 
trade here for the summer elim- 
ination of matinees, even in the loop, 
during the present slump. After- 
noon attendance at the showhouses, 
both downtown and in the neigh- 
borhood sections, has shrunk to al- 
most infinitesimal proportions. 

It’s pointed out that matinee busi- 
ness currently is unprofitable. 
Elimination of the afternoon shows, 
With opening set back to 5 p.m. or 
later, would permit a considerable 
ne in ‘nut,’ according to the ex- 

ibitors. 








Schwartz’s Hobby Shorts 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Myron Schwartz closed a deal with 
Warners for the release of a shorts 
Series, ‘Hobbies of the Stars,’ which 
he writes and produces. 
First to be delivered was a briefie 
about polo. 


Louisville, May 20. 

Gains in department store sales in 
| Louisville are higher by 
}month and yeer than in any other 
gity of the Federal Reserve District 
reported by the Federal Reserve 
Bank of St. Louis. Sales for week 
ending May 10 this year in Louis- 
ville were 20% above the figure for 
| corresponding week in 1940. Near- 
|est approach is 15% increase in Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark. For the four weeks 
| ending May 10, Louisville sales were 
32% higher than in 1940, with St. 
Louis reporting second, a 25% in- 
crease. For the year to May 10, 
Louisville sales were up 31%, with 
| Little Rock second at 23%. 

| Defense spending has been steadily 
on the upbeat, and is reflected in in- 
creased takes at night clubs, hotels, 
and outdoor amusement promotions, 
although not as effective at the film 
shops. Club dances and band 
bookings have taken en upturn in 
recent months in this area, and 
trend is toward live music and floor 
' shows. 





week, 


MD PIX BIZ 








IN OPINION OF 
HERMAN WOBDER 


Doesn’t Blame Decline of In- 
trinsic Film Values—20th 
Distribution Chief Says 
England, However, Got 
Better After Dunkirk 








PROS-CONS HEREWITH 





Hollywood, May 20. 

War jitters, rather than any de- 
cline in the dramatic worth of pic- 
tures, caused the recent skid in film 
house grosses in the opinion of Her- 
man Wobbder, 20th-Fox distribution 
chief, in town for production hud- 
dles. 

‘Uncertainty about the future 
hurts the boxoffice more than def- 





CAUSES FOR SLUMP 
Detailed herewith, along with the 
film gross sump aries on pages 
9-10-11, is an analysis of the cur- 
rent state of the film b.o. 

Defense spending ‘boom’ that 
went boom is contrasted to the 
Dixie optimism. The latter ap- 


vv 


Trade Believes Present B.0. Slump 


Just Temporary; Execs Concede Many 
Other Things Now Occupy US. Masses 





Though causing alarm, with fears 
expressed for the summer, the cur- 
rent slump at the boxoffice is be- 
lieved in the trade to be temporary 
since improvement is anticipated as 
soon as the full effect of national de- 
fense spending begins to be felt. 
Operators are not unmindful mean- 





BELIEVES IN 
ESCAPOLOGY 


The public is getting tired of mu- 
sicals because there have been too 
many of them, and is beginning to 
fee) fed up on heavy drama, notably, 





JULIUS GORDON 


time of counteracting factors due to 
the war, wide business uncertainties, 
impending taxation, drafting of thou- 
sands of boys, etc., however. 

Grosses are off throughout the en- 
tire country and particularly in the 
smaller towns. Various large cen- 
ters are also feeling the general lull, 
not the least of these being New 
York. While the downtown houses 
in N. Y. are not as strong as it is 
thought they should be at this time 
of the year, in the neighborhoods the 
grosses are claimed to be down from 
10 to 25%, including the large chains. 

Defense manufacturing in large 
industrial areas has given a lift to 
business locally, it is admitted, but it 
hasn’t been as much as anticipated 
nor, it’s pointed out, has action at the 
b.o. been in ratio to the advances 
made by other businesses. Indexes 
show that during the past month gen- 
eral buSiness activity has been 
climbing steadily without any signs 
of faltering. 

Everybody seems to be complains 





war stuff, in the opinion of Julius 
Gordon, president of the Jefferson 
circuit of 77 theatres in east Texas. 





pears a more favorable aspect 
since the south has always been 
offish, until recent months. 


~~ — SS 





(defense) bonds cam- | 


tertainment buying any more than | 


|inite action,” Wobber declared. ‘Film | 
business was worse in England just 
| before the outburst of the war than 
it was after Dunkirk. The same 
conditions prevailed in many coun- | 
tries, repeating the experience’ here 
before the United States entered the | 
war in 1917. There will be a tre- 
mendous boxoffice boom when the} 
people are relieved of uncertainty.’ 


SCOPHONY TELEVISION 
INTO RIALTO, ON BWAY, 


The Rialto, N. Y., operated by 
Arthur Mayer, will become the first 
theatre in this country to offer tele- 
vision. A deal was closed yesterdzy 
morning (Tues.) by Mayer with 
Scophony Television, Ltd., of Lon- 
don, for the immediate installation 
of one of their large-screen re- 
ceivers. 

Televised 
will become a regulat 
week’s show at the Rialto, in sup- 
port of first-run features. House 
plays secondary films on first run, 
plus shorts and newsreels. It seats 
750. In abtaining all televised pro- 
grems, the Rialto will get a mini- 
mum of 45 hours of this type of en- 
tertainment since each of the three 
transmitting companies, RCA, CBS 
and Dumont, must provide a mini- 
mum of 15 hours weekly when they 








programs, as availiable, 
part of each | 








start operating July 1, date of re- 
ceiving license. ) 

Scophony television established 
itself for commercial theatre presen- 


| tation in England some time back 
| with shows given for over a year 
| in the Odeon end Monsiegneur thea- 
tres, London They have been 
| abandoned because of the war 

Arthur Levey, a director of Sco- 
phony and also well known in the 
film industry, represented the tele- 
vision company in the deal with 
Mayer. 


On the Floor? Blame Them 


Hollywood, May 20. | 
For the first time in four years | 
| the editing department at Warners 
lis working at full capacity with 20 
' cutters active. Seventeen is the nor- 
|'mal number at steady work. 








| 


*On the job are Ralf Dawson, | 
|George Amy, Rudi Fehr, James | 
|Gibbons, Clarence Kolster, Frank | 


| folks to 
although tiring of formula musicals, 


| up to his theatres. 


{don has purchased a plane and is 
covering his circuit by air now. 


Stressing the apparent desire of | 
favor lighter film fare, 


he has noted the general inclination 
to get away from the war and war 
talk, personal worries, etc., by seek- 
ing relaxation in‘one form or an- | 
other. 
Gordon said he is reading the 
newspapers as little as possible and 
has grown weary of the radio with 
all the sour war and other news it 
is carrying. The Texas operator is 
now going away every weekend 
somewhere and has left instructions 
with his aides that if anything im- 
portant enough comes up to disturb 
him then they are to drive out for 
him, not telephone. It’s got to be 
that important in his opinion. 
Gordon left for Beaumont, Tex., 
where his circuit makes headquar- 
ters after contacting home office ex- 
cutives of Paramount, with which 
Jefferson is affiliated. He reported 
business is somewhat slow in his 
territory, which isn’t near to defense 
spending and projects; but he be- 
lieves the money that is being put 
into circulation will finally catch 
Jefferson has no | 





ing, reported one of the larger thea- 
tre operators, who added that at the 
Atlantic City Variety club conven- 
tion the past weekend a pessimistic 
note was sounded on all sides, but 
that no one, including himself, is 
able to put the finger definitely on 
the causes. 
Theories Are Legion 

Theories are legion, but cited that 

since the first of the year the film 


| product has attained a good average. 
| Nothwithstanding, various pictures 
|} are mentioned which it is believed 


were deserving of higher returns un- 
der normal conditions than they 
have been producing. Taking this 
into account, operators-buyers are 
worried about the summer. 

The larger major distributors are 
bending their efforts toward 1941-42 
(consent decree) product which will 
not reach the theatres until Sept. 1 


|and thus may be trying to end up 
| this season’s (’40-41) commitments, 
| if fully met, with as little trouble as 
| possible. 


Buyer feeling is that while 
other companies may come through 


| with something bigger than can now 
| be gauged, it would appear, based on 


finished product and_ information, 
that Par may take a long lead this 
summer. Pointed out, among other 


plans to add houses to the circuit.| things, that Par as a distributor can- 


Taking up flying seriously, Gor- 





not afford to ‘sluff ’em through’ be- 
cause it has 1,500 of its own theatres 


(Continued on page 20) 


There's Dollars in Dixie; Uncle Sam's 


Grouch-Bag a Boon to Theatres 


Spartanburg, S. C., May 26 
There’s dollars in Dixie, podner 
millions of ’em! The land of mint 
uleps, cotton, race-hosses and beau- 
iful women is rolling in pocket let- 
uce—with Uncle Sam as ‘angel’ for 

he works. 

Camp Croft 
$11,000,000 just 
earmarked for 
lar payroll to its 


+ st 


Spartanburg, with 
spent and more coin 
expansion, hes a regu- 
13,000 officers and 


men of over $300,000. 


Current and next-12-months proj- 
ects in Charlestion, S. C., are down 
in the book for $34,000,000, $10,000,- 
000 of same being on tap for the 
city’s Navy Yard. And this is pay- 
roll money; new destroyers being 
listed at $100,000,000, most of it for 
steel, etc. 

Augusta, Ga., $22,000,000 camp 
virtuelly assured, engineering con- 
tract already having been let in At- 
lanta. 

A $3,000,000 expansion of Char- 
lotte, N. C., quartermaster depot 


| Magee, Warren Low, Tom Richards, | okayed by War Dept. is another 


William Holmes, 


| Thomas Pratt, Douglas Gould, Terry | 


Dick Richards, | cheerful little item. 


Millions more spent and being 


| Morse, Harold McLernin, Lou Lind- spent at Camp Lee, Richmond; Fort 


man Cerf, 


| Heller. 


| say, Everett Dodd, Lou Hesse, Nor- | 
Rex Steele and Abe} 


Mi 
: i. 


Bragg, Fort 


Jackson, 


Feyetteville, 
Columbia, 


} 


swell total to all-time high for 
Georgia and the Carolinas 

Result, many exhibitors haven't 
applied spring cancellations to stage 
shows, neme orchestras, etc., until 
now absent from March until Oc- 
tober in most Dixie houses 300k- 


ings of A pix 


I being continued 
eagerly 


by exhibitors, despite hot 
season, heretofore reserved for B 
product. Over 90% of Dixie houses 
now air-conditioned. For first time 
in years, lines are noted outside 
houses as late as 9 o'clock at night, 
For example, at Carolina, tap Wil- 
by-Kincey local house, ‘Sea Wolf’ 
for three straight nights last week- 
end, drew longer lines than ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ pulled more than 
a year ago when Dixie’s wars were 
being fought entirely on _ screen. 
State, W-K’s main vodville house, is 
still booking girl shows weekly, 
while name bands are spotted thick 
in this and other down-South mili- 
tary areas. Ditto mejority of other 
Dixie houses. 

W-K is readying a $65,000 900- 
seater for June, hoping it will 
remedy congestion but already local 
opinion is ‘that ain’t enough,’ even 


Camp | with four camp theatres at city’s 
| Davis, N. C.; Fort Benning, Ga., etc., 


borders. 
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WB's Finfeld Likens Need for Film 
Merchandising to That of Breakfast 


Foods or Other Nat! Commodities 





ba 


Warner Bros. may set a trend for 
other film companies in execution of 
vast merchandising plans for pic- 
tures starting with the 1941-42 prod- 
uct when it and four other majors 
will be selling under the consent de- 
cree, with such plans at the mo- 
ment contemplating the application 
of methods to films that are used by 
other large industrials. This is pred- 
icated not only in part on a feeling 
by WB that the time has come to 
get behind pictures such as never 
before but also with a view to in- 
creasing revenue by trying to wean 
back to theatres the fans that have 
been allowed to drift away.’ 

The Warner campaign this com- 
ing season will be educational to 
some extent, both so far as the pub- 
lie and exhibitors are concerned, ac- 
cording to S. Charles Einfeld, direc- 
tor of advertising and publicity, who 
has been in the east three weeks dis- 
cussing this and other matters with 
Grad Sears, Carl Leserman and 
others. He left for the Coast Mon- 
day (19). 

In Einfeld’s opinion, a belief that 
is shared by the distribution heads, 
the enterprising film company under 


Theatres’ Book Drive 


Detroit, May 20. 

Cooperating with Fort Custer and 
Army Cfficials, United Detroit Thea- 
tres have designated- the week of 
May 23 as ‘Give a Book Week’ for 
the soldiers. Patrons are asked to 
bring books to any of the United 
Theatres in their neighborhoods. 

Plates are put in bearing the name 
of the donor, the books being turned 
over to enlarge the library in the 
rookie center. 


US. NIXES ARMY CAMP 
AS SITE FOR PREEM 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Army headquarters in Washington 
has turned down Paramount’s re- 
quest to preview ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ at the army camp in San Luis 
Obispo, Calif. 








the consent decree—or even outside aa Be ormagg Pe gee A‘ b 
of it—must get into the merchan-| 4 o¢tees and set a precedent. Bob 


dising groove the same as large in- 
dustrials,; much as Heinz, Libby’s, 
General Foods, etc. in selling differ- 
ent pieces of goods all the time. 


Hope is co-starred in the picture. He 
will do his weekly Pepsodent broad- 
cast from the camp May 27. 





Farnol’s Goldwyn Call 


Lynn Farnol leaves New York for 
the Coast today (Wednesday) #ér 
huddles with Samuel Goldwyn on 
‘Little Foxes.’ Farnol was retained 
in a deal between the producer and 
RKO last week to do special pub- 
licity on the Goldwyn output for the 
next year. He'll work with the press 
department of RKO, which is dis- 
tribbing the ex-United Artists’ pro- 
ducer-owner’s features. 

Former UA _ pub-ad chief was 
Goldwyn’s. personal p.a. for seven 
years. He resumed handling the ac- 
count a couple months ago, but it 
was discontinued prior to Goldwyn’s 
pacting with RKO. 


Bullish on Pressbook 
Manpower; Blocks-of-5 


One effect of the blocks-of-five 
selling under the consent decree has 
been to currently overload pressbook 
departments of virtually all distribs. 
Number of them have taken on extra 
help temporarily to get out the books 
before conventions. 

Difficulty, a reflection of top studio 
activity at the moment, is desire of 
the companies to have one or even 
two blocks of six all completed early 
in the summer. Ordinarily, press- 
book departments do not get far 
ahead of releases. 


ROLLING THE GHOST 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Wayne Morris and Brenda Mar- 
shall share top spots in ‘The Smiling 
Ghost,’ which rolled yesterdat 
(Mon.) at Warners. 
Lew Seiler directs. 




















Citing that film is also not just one 
staple article as are cigarets, for in- 
stance, Einfeld noted that the film 
companies must take lessons from 
the merchandising giants in other 
fields and, where necessary, will 


Saga of 


Marjorie 





have to try to create a demand for 
films the same as it’s created for 
breakfast foods or other things by 
industrials which are constantly at 
work pushing their products. 


Or How UA’s Bernie Kamber of Boston a 
the Harvards 





Up the Ad Selling 

Warners will increase its adver- 
tising and exploitation budget at 
least 25% as an average per picture, 
under present plans, and will prob- 
ably create two groups of field men. 
One group will concentrate on the 
job from an exhibitor and boxoffice 
point of view along direct lines, 
while the other will specialize in 
missionary or consumer interest 
work, There has been no decision 
as to how WB will apportion its 
greatly-upped ad-publicity budget 
but it is considering every possible 
medium to create public interest in 
its film, building up consumer de- 
mand, and may even use the radio. 

The company plans lending every 
possible aid to exhibitors and, as 
part of its missionary work, will 
attempt to encourage its accounts to a ; 
get behind pictures in a more elab- | Kamber got the original idea when 
orate manner than ever before. Ein- | an issue of Life carried a pic of Miss 
feld added that WB will study every | Woodworth (comparing her with 
situation carefully and try to show | Jean Harlow) and of the Lampoon 
the exhibitor ways and means of | and its editors. Whereupon Kam- 
increasing his business. | ber celled upon Lampoon topper 

The Warner publicity-advertising | Coles Phinizy and arranged for him 
chieftain named an Ohio town as an |to request from the studio plaster 
example where WB might be ask- | casts of the starlet’s gams, which the 
ing stiff terms for one of its pic- | Lampoon would nominate as ‘The 
tures under the decree but that the | Legs Most Likely to Succeed.’ 
exhib there was not doing well} UA later decided that wouldn’t 
enough to feel that he could meet | be dignified and, anyway, it would 
the terms asked, regardless of | be only a one-shot gag. So Kamber 
whether they were justified so far as 
the film itself was concerned. In} regularly in the past picked ‘The 
such a case, Einfeld noted, it would | Starlet Least Likely to Succeed’ and 
be important to his company to get | handed out other such uncompli- 


one-week campaign staged by 
United Artists on Marjorie Wood- 
worth last week. Femme makes her 
initial appearance of importance in 
Hal Roach’s ‘Broadway Limited,’ to 
be released shortly. 


Series of stunts to keep her on the 
wires and in the papers culminated 
4 Thursday (15) night with her pres- 
ence at the Harvard Lampoon Ball 
at Cambridge, Mass., for which she 
came east from the Coast. UA cam- 
paign that brought in hundreds of 
clippings of pictures and stories wes 
engineered by the home office pub- 
licity-exploitation department and 
Bernie Kamber, UA’s press rep in 
Boston, 





into that town and create demand | mentary tags, and convinced it to| pers ceme with the idea of compar-| points west. 


for that film or other films so that ;switch a 65-year-old ‘lampooning’ 
the terms might be met, exhib at | tradition by inviting Miss Wood- 
the same time profiting. | worth to its ball. 

While east Einfeid has been dis- | Invitation immediately made the 
cussing campaigns on three forth- | papers end UA contrived to make 
coming pictures which will probably | two stories instead of one out of it 
be sold solo, ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘King’s | by having Miss Woodworth ‘think 
Row’ and ‘Navy Blues,’ which will | it over.’ Acceptance then made a 


be early releases on the 41-42 sea- | second story—and gave the papers a 


son. All are high-budgeters. chance to use another hunk of the 
cheesecake art that the studio was 
passing out. 
Building Up a Model Feud 

Kember next got the Boston Man- 
nequins’ Club, an organization of 
models, to call on Boston city eds 
and protest the importing of talent. 
‘What has she got that we ain’t?’ 
they asked, flinching not a bit under 
the barrage of photogs’ flashes. 

Meantime, Kamber had promoted 
the Hervard daily, The Crimson, to 
object to the whole goings on of in- 
viting Miss Woodworth. Crimson- 
ites took the thing pretty seriously— 
to the extent of attempting to kid- 
nap the Lampoon editors so they 
couldn’t accompany the starlet to the 
ball. Battle royal resulted—with 
cameramen, of course, present. 

Seriousness with which the Crim- 
sonites took it, as a matter of fact, 





Frisco’s Citizenship 
Showmanship Clicks 





San Francisco, May 20.° 
Frisco theatres, cooperating with | 
Mayor Rossi’s citizenship week cam- 
paign, observed an interesting side- 
light in connection with voluntary 
distribution of patriotic pamphlets 
in 34 local houses. Usually on such 
handouts, ushers are kept busy 
picking up copies tossed away by 
indifferent patrons. but in case of | 
the citizenship booklet, checkup by | 
Charles Schlaifer reveals that hard- 
ly a one hit the floor. 
There’s talk now of using idea~ 
nationally. 








X-ray of a film press agent’s mind | slightly marred the reception to Miss 
in action is seen in the sustained| Woodworth. Lads from the sheet 


|showed up with overripe eggs and 
tomatoes. When UA got wind of the 
plot, they returned their starlet to 


her hotel without letting her leave | 


her car. They brought her back 
about an hour later, by which time 
| the Harvards had done most of the 
fruit-tossing at each other. Among 
| the casualties was Peter Saltonstall, 
son of the Massachusetts governor, 
| who was floored with a grapefruit. 
Incident ended happily with more 
'copy for the papers and an Asso- 
| ciated Press Wirefoto of Miss Wood- 
worth in an overturned pan pre- 
sented her by the boys as a helmet in 
| case of further attacks. 

; In the meantime, the mannequins 
|had issued a statement in which 


|they declared that the Lempooners | 


were ‘not looking for beauty, but 
| space’ and that ‘Harvard boys are 
|secondrate suitors, inferior in all re- 
|}spects to Tech (Massachusetts In- 
| stitute of Technology) students. Fur- 
| thermore said the gals, ‘We wouldn’t 
| go to the party. It would only mean 
j}another boring night, staring at 
|toothbrush haircuts, looking into 
| hornrimmed spectacles and listening 
ito silly chatter in an _ affected 
Etonign accent and being stepped on 


| coats, dirty white shoes and sloppy 
| fannel pants.’ 
| 


Another chance for s.a. in the pa- 


| ing pix of several of the models with 
|}one of the Roach players. By that 
|time, Miss Woodworth was well 
| across the country on her way east. 
To get to Boston her train, of course, 
had to pass through New Haven. the 
| home of the Yales, who are rumored 
| toe hold no love for the Harvards. 
So it came as no bolt from the 


gods when rumors were heard that | 


Yales would board Miss Woodward’s 
trein and kidnap her. 
police were stationed at every stop 
the choo-choo made in Connecticut 
and vicinity and Miss Woodworth 
was ‘locked’ in her compartment. 
| Yales’ kidnapping was frustrated as 
there were interviews and things set 
|in Boston which UA didn’t want the 
gal to miss. 
She was guest preceding the ball 
, at < dinner attended by the Lampoon 
| eds, the son of the prez of Perif and 
all the other Harvard notables Kam- 


| ber was able to scrape up. That 
'was good for more space—and 
| cheesecake. 


UA took the femme player to At- 
/lantic City on Saturday for the 
| Variety Club conventioneers to ogle 
|and brought her back to New York 
| this week for interviews and pix, 


Thereupon | 


Carolinas Active with New Bldg. 
And Anti-Sunday Drive; Other Keys 





Spartanburg, 8. C., May 20. 

Construction of new Conway at 
Conway, S. €., scheduled to start 
soon. 

New Carolina, Wilby-Kincey’s top 
Hendersonville, N. C., house re- 
opened after being dark for several 
months, following fire. Blaze did 
approximately $650,000 damage 2 
few days after house had been re- 
modeled, and has been completely 
rebuilt and refurnished, costing 
more than $60,000. Operates under 
N. C. Theatres, Inc., W-K subsidiary, 
with Harold E. Buchenan as local 
manager, and Cafol White, former 
assistant manager of Carolina, Spar- 
tanburg, as house maneger. W-K 
units include four Spartanburg, four 
Columbia, S. C., and many other 
Carolinas units. 

Sunday movies for South Carolina 
being pressed for with 1941 legis- 
lative session—and last hope until 
1942—due any day now! Meanwhile, 
Florida legisleture has completed 
bill legalizing Sabbath shows in that 
state. Many theatres in Sunshine 
State already on 7-day-week sched- 
ules, apparently ‘taking e chance’ 
that measure will be passed. Po- 
litical authorities say it will. 
Columbus, Ga., with large new 
military population, also moving for 
unday shows. 

Four open-air theatres opened at 
Camp Davis, N. C., pending com- 
pletion of houses. Soldiers arrived 
before theatres so ‘fresh air films’ 
only temporary move. 

T. R. Waring, Jr., named chair- 
man of new civic committee to pub- 
licize rebuilt Dock Street theatre, 
tharleston. House is oldest theatre 
in U. S. and was revemped and re- 
Opened last year with WPA as 
‘angel.’ 

arl R. Bamford, president, Pub- 
lix-Bamford Theatres, N. C., led mu- 
nicipal ticket end was reelected 
Asheville city councilman recently. 
Theatreowners of North end South 
Carolina meet June 29-30 at Myrtle 
Beach, S. C€. National defense 
amusement problems and block 
booking, latter bone of contention 
several seasons, head _ discussion 
topics. C. H. Arrington, Rock 
Mount, is president. 





Charlie Koerner’s Free Feed 


Malcolm Kingsberg, vice-chairman 
of KAO, RKO’s theatre operating 
subsidiary, set a luncheon Friday 


(16) to welcome Charles W. Koer- 
ner, ‘Coast division manager who 
succeeds John J. O’Connor. He ar- 
rived east that morning and O’Con- 


|nor deferred his vacation to wait to 


say ‘Hello’ to him. 

RKO theatre and_ distribution 
execs attended the Koerner feast, 
plus administrative members of the 
organization, 


Max A. Cohen Unloads 


Max A. Cohen, president of the 
Allied Theatre Owners of New York 





j}and head of the Cinema Circuit | 


eratin 
| Greater 


seven houses in the 
. Y. area, has disposed of 
his interests in Belle Theatres, Inc., 
and Greenvine Theatre, Inc. 
Belle circuit, of which Ben Sherman 
is president, operates the Clinton, 
| Harlem Grand, New Delancey and 
| Palestine, all in N. Y., while Green- 
vine operates the Star, N. Y., also 
part of Belle. 

Cohen was treasurer of both com- 
panies, 





F-WC ‘Consent’ Shifts 
In line with the decentralization 
| policy necessitated by the consent 





returned to the Lempoon, which has | by clumsy boys wearing checkered fo; Sook emeeyess 6 ie 


ox West Coast buying and statistical 


| departments in New York have been 


|shifted to Kensas City, Milwaukee, | 


Denver, Los 


Angeles and other 
| M. A. (Pete) Lundgren, moves out 
|of New York to work under Larry 
Kent in the Los Angeles booking 
|department. Clarence Burdette, in 
|the Paramount booking department 


here, has been shifted to Salt Lake 
City. 





Al Fowler Stays On 

Boston, May 20. 
Al Fowler, housemanager of the 
| Majestic during the long run of 
| “Fantasia,” stays on as manager dur- 
| ing roadshowing of ‘Citizen Kane’ in 
same downtown house. Frank Cro- 
| nin, previously p.a. for the Latin 
Quarter nitery, is resident public- 
ity feeder for the film’s date here. 





Schader Back in Detroit 
Detroit, May 20. 

Fred Schader, back in etroit 
after working as p.a. for ‘Blossom 
Time,’ now is working for Uncle 
|S He is handling the exploita- 
| tion for the selling of Defense Sav- 
| ings Bonds and Stamps. 

| He again is with Frank N. Isbey, 
|former manager of the Michigan 
| State Fair. 

Following suit in Federal céurt 
| here, control of the Kramer theatre 
| has reverted to Herman Kramer, son 
of the former operator. Federal 
| Judge Edward J. Moinet canceled 
ithe lease of the 1,500-seat nabe 





The | 


which had been held by Ben Cohn 
and Irving Shevin, circuit operators 
and in addition awarded upward of 
| $4,000 damages to Kramer. 

| The suit was brought originally by 
Cohn and Shevin, who sought re. 
duced rental on the ground the 
house was remodeled several years 
ago, was defective and in the aitera. 
tions the seating capacity had been 
reduced. Kramer filed a cross-bill, 
and the two operators had not adopt- 
ed a management policy which 
would insure the house’s best suc. 
cess, chiefly good product, as was 
stipulated in the lease. 

Cliff Giessemann, former manager 
of the Michigan, United Detroit's 
chief downtown house, ‘has taken 
over management of the RKO Up. 
town here. He takes the place of 
Louis A. Emery, manager for 15 
years,.who because of ill health will 
take a year’s vacation in California, 





St. Louis Active 
St. Louis, May 20. 

O. F. Lessing has reopened his 
Ritz, 450-seater in St. Charles, Mo. 

The Illinois, 535-seater, Metropolis, 
fll., undergoing facelifting. 

D. Gilli has sold his Grand, 300- 
seater in Carlyle, Ill., to Charles 
Beninati, associate of Dominic 
Frisina. 

C. Douglas, Clinton, Ill., purchased 
200-seat State, owned by B. Crivello 
in Morrisonville, Il. 

The Varsity, Frisina circuit house, 
Decatur, Ill, opened. Joe Nepote 
manager. 


RKO Cincy Policy Shifts 
Cincinnati, May 20. 

RKO Family closes for the sum- 
mer May 23, when its policy of dual 
action pix, with twice - weekly 
changes, transfers to the RKO Lyric, 
in the same Vine street block. Scale 
will be the Family’s regular 15-28. 
Lyric is air conditioned and seats 
1,400, an increase of 400 over the un- 
chilled Family. Lyric, scaled at 33- 
40-50c, presents third and fourth- 
week moveovers and an occasional 
firster on a class B pic. 

Shubert theatre also will be shut- 
tered by RKO for hot weather after 
indef run of ‘Fantasia’ (Disney), 
which starts May 23 with drop of 
stage shows. 








Ken Grimes’ Windfall 

Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Ken Grimes, former manager of 
Warner theatre in Erie, got some 
| good news last week at Indiantown 
Gap, Pa., where he is stationed as 
an army captain in charge of camp’s 
three pix houses. He was netified 
that $250 in cash was on the way to 
him, representing second prize in 
RKO’s ‘Little Men’ exploitation con- 
test in the open classification for 
larger theatres. Another local WB 
manager also copped $250—Lige 
Brien, of Belmar. He won first 

prize in subsequent-run division. 
Gerald Hickle, chief of service at 
Stanley, upped to asst. mgr. at New 
Oakland, and his former assistant, 
Saul Goldberg, assigned similar post 
at Strand. Al Simmons and A. Tam- 
bouri, respectively, have replaced 
them at Stanley. 2 
Arsenal theatre will close this 
week for two months, during which 
time balcony and air-conditioning 
unit will be installed. Another house 
going down for two months of ex- 
tensive overhauling is the Shapiro in 
Mt. Union. Ditto the Penn-Union- 

town, operated by George Purcell. 











Cleveland Switches 


Cleveland, May 20. 

Newton Weisman, from Frisco, 
new acting manager of Telenews. 
| Holden Sweiger, who opened house 
|three months ego, resigned. Sam 
Goldfinger, who operates Chicago 
house for national chain, supervis- 
ling the one in Cleveland until per- 





manent manager appointed. ’ 
Bob Cox stepped up from War- 

ners’ bookkeeping department to as- 

|sistant managership of Hippodrome, 


ithe circuit’s downtown deluxer, re- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Tight Shoe’ Gags 


James R. Luntzel, executive 4S- 
sistant to Jules Levey, utilized the 
| Variety Club’s national convention 
| at Atlantic City the past weekend to 
acquaint the many exhibs present 
with ‘Tight Shoes,’ Levey’s produc- 
| tion of the Damon Runyon story. 

| One gag was to call the exhibs at 
| 6 a.m., and tell them the valet would 
| stretch their ‘tight~ shoes’ with 
| Levey’s compliments. Another idea 
| was the passing out of keys to Olsen 
|and Johnson’s dressing room on the 
| Universal lot, where they are cul- 
'rently working in ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

| ‘Tight Shoes’ is scheduled to get 4 
‘special midnight preview for the 
| Broadway mob at a still unnamed 
|N. Y. theatre. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





Hs Trim Chi Grosses by 35%; 
‘Broadcast -Duchin Nice $33,000, 
Dector'-Vaude 14G, Kane’ Better 








Chicago, May 20. 

Figured that business is off as 
much as 50% in many laces, and 
runs to an average of 35% under 
normal. Holdovers may have some- 
thing to do with it this week. Among 
the h.o.’s are ‘Great Dictator, Great 
Lie,’ ‘Fantasia,’ ‘Citizen Kane,’ and 
‘Hamilton Woman. atl 

‘Kane, which has _ been day-and- 
dating in the RKO Palace and the 
Essaness Woods today (Tuesday) 


ducks out of the Palace and will re-| § 


in in the Woods on its two-a-day 
er. Palace returns to double- 
feature first-run grind with Flame 
of New Orleans’ and ‘Black Cat. 
‘Kane’ was a miserable failure in 
town, and couldn’t get started in 
spite of some of the finest notices 
ever printed. Apparently inimical 
to the success of the picture were 
the lack of known screen names and 
a story treatment too unusual for 

average patron. 
"eedeely has climbed to phe- 
nomenal business on closing notice; 
so much so that the closing has been 
ut off for another two weeks. 

Oriental this week drops vaude 
and goes to a subsequent double- 
feature grind policy, hoping that re- 
duced overhead will meet the rev- 
enue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 40-50-60- 
75-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(3th wk). Closing ‘notices sky- 
rocketed trade and picture holds 
now for additional time. Looks for 
at least $12,500 currently, after pow- 
erful $13,500 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Broadéast’ (20th) and Eddy Duchin 
band unit on stage. Strictly the pic- 
ture according to indications, with 
Duchin evidencing a slide-off in pub- 
lic interest. Good $33,000 sighted. 


Last week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
stage show came through with 
$36,900. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


—Great Lie’ (WB). Shifted here 
from the Chicago and looks to man- 
age all right $4,500. Last week, 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) wasn’t so hot for 
second loop stanza at $3,400. 
Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44) — 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ (U). 
House becomes a_ subsequent-run 
twin-bill spot on a policy that is 
figured to match revenue and ex- 
penses. Initial stanza is heartening 
at indicated $11,000. Last week, 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (U) and ‘Waikiki 
Nights’ unit on stage, unhappy 
$12,300. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-65)— 
‘Fiame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Black 
Cat’ (U). Returns to double-feature 
first-run policy today (Tuesday). 
Last week, ‘Kane’ (RKO) at 75-$1.10- 
$1.65 finished two brutal weeks with 
sad $6,500 for second stanza. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d wk). Fine 
$13,000 currently, after bringing 
home nifty $14,700 last week. Goes 
a fourth. 
: State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
Mad Doctor’ (Par) and vaude headed 
by Ada Leonard and Helen Morgan. 
Fair $14,000. Last week, Willie 
Shore on stage boosted ‘District At- 
torney’ (Rep) to neat enough $14,500. 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA) (3d wk), Continues a healthy 
yeee, indicating fine $9,000 currently. 
ast week, $10,700. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200; $1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). Will 
show picture exclusively now that 
the film is out of the Palace. On 
its own, looks like good $9,000 cur- 
rently, dfter snagging mild $7,500 
last week. 


‘DOE’ $19,000, BALTO 
SNAPPY; ‘B’CAST’ 66 


Baltimore, May 20. 
It’s all ‘Meet John Doe’ here with 
the rest of the list ambling along 
uneventfully. 


Estimates for This Week 








Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
20,40) —“‘Ziegteld Girl’ (M-G) (2d 


Holding nicely to $7,000 after 
very rosy opening round to $15,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-29-35-44-55-66) — ‘She Knew An- 
Swers’ (Col) plus vaude headed by 
Milt Britton’s band. Fair $12,000. 
saat week, ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) 
€aning heavily on p.a. of Guy Lom- 
bardo, built to good $14,200. 
ap neith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
A ~35-40 )—‘Model Wife’ (U). Drew 
nice notices and femme trade to 
Okay $4,500. Last week, ‘Topper Re- 
turns’ (UA), fair $4,800, 
. New (Mechanic) (1,780; 15-29-40- 
5)—‘Broadcast’ (20th). Allright 
$6,000. Last week, ‘People Kildare’ 
(M-G), mild $4,100. = 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-29-35-44- 
55)—‘John 


$i n Doe’ (WB). Terrific 
9,000, biggest here in moons. Last 
$5703 Zanzibar’ (Par) (3d wk), 


a 


‘WINGS’ 7G IN SEATTLE 


‘Press’-Bowes Unit $6,000—‘Wagons,’ 
Ditto, Sturdy 


Seattle, May 20. 

‘Wagons Roll’ coupled with ‘Man 
Who Found Himself’ producing a 
nice gross at the Orpheum. Mean- 
time the Major Bowes 1941 all-star 
unit is lifting the Palomar to a good 
aeuee. ‘Roar of the Press’ is the 
m. 
Ice follies at the Civic arena pro- 
viding some competish. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M- 
G) moved over from the Fifth for 
a third week. Fair $2,300. Last week 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Dead Men Tell’ 
(20th) (4th wk), $2,200, good. 


Coliseum (Hamriek - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—John Doe’ (WB) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Slow $2,500. Last week ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Footsteps Dark’ 
(WB) (2d run), very slow $2,000. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Washington Melodrama’ 
(M-G). Using newspaper space lib- 
erally. Fair $5,500, but not what 
was expected. Last week ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk). $4,600, good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Br 
News’ (Mono) (4th wk). Fair $3,800, 
Last week $4,700, very good. 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50 )—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and 
‘Penalty’ (M-G) (4th wk). Good 
$2,600. Last week $3,400, big. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50) — ‘Wagons Roll’ 
(WB) and ‘Man Found’ (U). Excel- 
lent $6,000. Last week ‘Nice Girl’ 
(U) and ‘Model Wife’ (U) (2d wk), 
fine $3,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Roar of Press’ (Mono) plus Major 
Bowes 1941 all-star unit on stage. 
Big $6,000 sighted, with vaude the 
reason. Last week ‘Rookies Parade’ 
(Rep) and ‘Train Robbery’ (Rep) 
plus vaude, average $4,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) and ‘Magic Musie’ (Par). Big 
$7,000. Last week ‘Bad Mp 4 - 
G) and ‘Met Argentina’ (R 3), iv: 
800, okay. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB) and ‘Ends 
Night’ (UA) (2d run). Good $2,500. 
Last week ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) (2d run), $1,- 
900, slow, 








Winter Garden (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (16-30)—Virgii (Par) and 
‘Henry’ (Par) (2d run), Poor $1,800. 
Last week ‘Come Ljve’ (M-G) and 


‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), $2,300, good. 


K.C. FEELS LAZY; ‘WINGS’ 
$8,500, BUT ‘FACE’ MILD 


KanSas Gity, May 20. 








Summer is becoming evident, and 
with it the surge of outdoor atjrae- 
tions competing with films. New- 


man’s ‘I Wanted Wings’ looks like 
the best grosser this week, although 
it was a few days before it realized 
any strength. ther houses are so- 
so, except the Tower, which is hav- 
ing a solid week with ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
—_ screen and a good variety bill on 
stage. 

First-run houses are reduced to 
five this week with closing of the 
Orpheum, RKO owned and managed, 
for the summer, a month ahead of 
its closing time last year. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Give 
Wings’ (U). 


good $10,000 in 10 days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G). 
getting good notices, but money is 


mild, $7,500. Last week, ‘Penny Ser-' 


enade’ (Col) and ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ 
(Col), $11,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44) — ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). 
Around $8,500 for first seven days, 
enough to earn a holdover. Last 
week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) 
slowed to $4,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—John Doe’ (WB). Only film in 
long time to play solo here. Had 
good night biz, but poor mats for 
$8,800 in 10 days. House closed for 
summer Sunday night (18). 


Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)—‘Sis 


Hopkins’ (Rep) and vaude. Will 
bring in $7,000, good. Last week, 
‘District Attorney’ (Rep) and Dick 





Todd heading stage bill, slow $5,500. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 22. 
Astor—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 
(2d wk.). 


Broadway — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (28th wk.). 
Capitol—‘A Woman's Face’ 


(M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Rookies on Parade’ 
(Rep). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 30) 
Globe—‘Voice in the Night’ 
(Col). 
Music Hall—‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 16) 
Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(4th wk.). 
Paramount—I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (21). 
(Reviewed in Vartrety, March 26) 
Rialto—Washington Melo- 
drama’ (M-G) (24). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 23) 
Roxy—'‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Strand—‘Affectionately Yours’ 
(WB) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 7) 
Week of May 29 


Astor—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 
(8d wk.). 
Broadway — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 


ney) (29th wk.). 
Capitol—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 14) 
Criterion—‘Power Dive’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 9) 

Globe—‘Voice in the Night’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(5th wk.). 

Paramount—‘I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—'‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Affectionately Yours’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


Indpis. Mgrs. Giving 
Prizes for Essays By 
Patrons; Biz Terrible 


Indianapolis, May 20. 
Biz in the downtown sector con- 
tinues to beat with a faint pulse. 
All the old alibis are played out, 
and small prizes are now offered for 
new excuses..of 25 words or less 








stub. 


ew’s dualling ‘That 
oman’ and ‘Big Boss.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Met 
Argentina’ (RKO). Weak. $5,500. 
Last week ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) 
and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), poor 
$3,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—-‘Affectionately’ (WB) and ‘Black 
Cat’ (U). Not-so-good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Broadcast’ 
single for eight days to poor $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Big 
| Boss’ (Col). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Queen’s 
Penthouse’ (Col), 98,800. 





N.Y. in Low But Crawford’s ‘Face’ 


Bright $35,000; ‘Miss Jones’ Mild 
$72,000, ‘Kane’ on 2d Week OK 206 





- 


‘Broadcast’ $11,000, 
Omaha Pretty Good 


Omaha, May 20. 
Orpheum’s ‘Great American Broad- 
east,’ plus ‘Life with Henry,’ is the 
town’s standout in a fair week. Bran- 
deis turning the joke against the 


.| wiseacres who scoffed at the idea of 


another horror bill by grabbing $4,- 
200 with ‘Man Made Monster’ and 
‘Horror Island.’ 

Weather this week has been crisp 

and pretty fair for show biz. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Henry’ 
(Par). Very good $11,000. Last 
week ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Sleep- 
ers West’ (20th), poor $9,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Man Monster’ (U) and 
‘Horror Island’ (U). Surprisingly 
good $4,200. 
Roll’ (WB) and 
(RKO), light $3,800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘People Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G). Mild $6,800. Last 
week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and 
‘Land Liberty’ (M-G), fair $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-35)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and ‘To- 
bacco Road’ (20th), split with ‘Foot- 
steps Dark’ (WB), ‘Meet Chump’ 
(U), ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). Medium 
$800. Last week ‘Buck Privates’ (U) 
and ‘Hardy Secretary’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Streets Cairo’ (U), ‘Blonde In- 
spiration’ (M-G) and ‘High Sierra’ 
(WB), pretty good $1,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,5000; 10-20- 
25)—‘Dan Boone’ (Col), ‘Girl News’ 
(20th) and ‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep), 
triple, split with ‘Victory’ (Par), 
‘Condemned to Live’ (Cap) and 
‘Buck Privates’ (U), ‘Back Strect’ 
(U) and ‘Son Cristo’ (UA). Light 
$900. Last week ‘Phantom Cowboy’ 
(Rep), ‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
‘Bank Dick’ (U), split triple with 
‘Texas Stagecoaeh’ (Col), ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO), ‘You’re One’ (Par) 
and ‘Bagdad’ (UA), ‘Tugboat Annie’ 
(WB), slim $800. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ (WB), "Tobacco Road’ 
(20th), split with ‘Footsteps Dark’ 
(WB), ‘Meet Chump’ (U) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO). Fair $900. Last week 


‘Met Argentina’ 


mailed in on the back of a ticket ‘Hardy Secretary’ (M-G), ‘Buck Pri- 


vates’ (U), split with ‘Streets Cairo’ 


Leader of the lagging pack is|(U), ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) and 
Hamilton | ‘High Sierra’ (WB), $1,000. 





TIEGFELD’ 1.0. TOPS 


} 
| 


| 


| 


(20th) played as/| 


DULL L’VILLE, $7,500 


Louisville, May 20. 
Not much b.o. activity in the local 
film sector. Biggest noise of the 
week was opening Thursday (15) of 


| ‘Fantasia’ at the Strand, attended by 


town’s musical patrons, who usually 
make up the bulk of the audience 
for concert an@ legit shows. 

H.o. of ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at Loew’s 


| State is shaping up okay, while else- 


Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— | 
: y Louisiana’ (Rep) and Pinky 
omlin orcsehtra. Fair $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) and 


Dick Jurgens band, okay $11,000. 





|New War Tax Dents 





Mid- | 
Languid $5,800 for the | 


combo. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th), | 


‘Face’ is | 


(2d wk), | 
i 


Montreal, May 20. 

‘Hamilton Woman’ in repeat at 
|Loew’s will top town currently. 
| Higher prices and summer weather 
combining to nick grosses. The new 
20% war tax on admissions came 
into force Monday (19). 
| Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-50-62)— 
|*‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Good $6,- 


| 
; 


500. Last week ‘Great Lie’ (WB), 
disappointing $4,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-50-62)— 
|\‘Sea Wolf?’ (WB) and ‘Thieves’ 
(WB). Sighting fair $4,000. Last 
week ‘Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U), poor $3,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-55-67)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d wk). 


Good $7,000, after smash $11,000 last 


| week. 

| Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
|‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Shadows 
|Stairs’ (WB). Weak $2,500. Last 


| week ‘Argentine’ (RKO) and ‘Palm 
Springs’ (RKO), poor $2,200. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Pot Gold’ (UA). Looks like good 
$4,200. Last week, repeat of ‘Ends 
Night’ (UA), fair $2,300. 
| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
| (600; 30-60) —‘Recif de Corail.’ Good 
$1,500. Last week ‘Mayerling et 
| Serajevo’ (4th wk), fair $900. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 


40)—‘Le Scandale’ and ‘Dr. Knock.’ 
Around $3,500, good enough. Last 
week ‘L’Homme ce Niger’ and 


‘L’ Affaire Steinberg,’ good $3,900. 


where biz is quiet. 


Larry Sunbreck repeated his 
thrill show and rodeo at the Fair 
Grounds, and with less competish 


than the previous Sunday, caught a 
good share of Sunday’s (18) biz., 


‘Coolish weather is a break for film 
| houses. 


Mont’1; ‘Town’ $6,500 


Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th). Fine 
$2,200 on moveover from Rialto. 
Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
and ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col), little better 
than average $2,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) 
—Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Buck Privates’ (U). Shaping up as 
a powerful b.o. combo at this subse- 


(1,200; 15-25) 


Last week ‘Wagonsg¢ 





(Best Exploication: Astor) 
The gross total for 12 downtown 
New York houses, including two 


| roadshow theatres, will be one of 


the lowest ever experienced. For 
the dozen showshops the figure will 
be only around $249,000. There is no 
accounting for the slump, which 
seems to be general for the entire 
country. While some of the Broad- 
way films gn display may not be so 
strong, a few are highly regarded 
and in the opinion of operators 
should be doing much better. 

This is particularly true of ‘Devil’ 
and Miss Jones.’ It received good 
notices and word-of-mouth has been 
favorable, yet the Music Hall will 
get only about $72,000, away under 
anticipations. ‘Woman's Face,’ to be 
seen at the Capitol, may hit $35,000, 
a figure that spells good profit for 
this straight-filmer but under normal 
conditions it would be doing more 
than that, it is believed. 

‘Major Barbara,’ favored with fine 
reviews and backed by an effective 
campaign, put on by United Artists, 
is doing well at the Astor at pop 
prices. It finished its first week last 
night (Tues.) at a reported $17,000. 
That is considerable black since the 
operating overhead is only $9,000. 

Not doing what was expected of it, 
‘Citizen Kane’ struck but $20,000 last 
week, its second, at $2 top, following 
a first stanza’s gross of $25,500. 
While this is satisfactory, it’s noth- 
ing to cheer about. If dropping too 
much, run will probably he curtailed 
although the RKO distr7oution de- 
partment took the Palace, where 
playing, for eight weeks. 

‘They Dare Not Love,’ on first- 
run at the State, with Dick Stabile 
and orchestra on the stage, looks no 
more than about $16,500, weak. 

Rest of the town, including numer- 
ous holdovers, is generally slack. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 30-40-55-65)—‘Maior 
Barbara’ (UA) (2d week). Begins 
holdover today (Wed.): first week 


ending last night $17,000, good. Al- 
though notices were nice, general 
trade opinion varies considerably. 
Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (27th 
week). Last week (26th) $9,000, 
some profit. Will probabiy depart 


in couple weeks and go onto RKO ° 


circuit in Greater New York. 
Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Crawford 
picture doing strong business at 
$35,000 or close, but it would be 
more except for a widespread busi- 


ness lull. Last week, third for 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), $17,000, slow. 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)-— 
‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep). Opens 


this morning (Wed.), following sad 
week with ‘Lady from Louisiana’ 
(Rep), slightly over $5,500. ‘People 
vs. Kildare’ (M-G) did pretty well, 
$7,500. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Girl in 
News’ (20th ) (3d-final week), 
Sheared off this week, only about 
$3,000 for five days. Last week (2d) 


$5,500, fair. 
Palace (1,700: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (3d week). 


Last week (2d), $20,000, o.k., though 
under hopes. 

Paramount 3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Wings’ (Par) and, on stage, Vaughn 
Moore orch, Hal Sherman, Beatrice 
Kay, others. Opens this a. m. 
(Wed.). ‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) 
and Alvinoe Rey went two weeks, 
returning a pretty good albeit not 
fancy profit; second week $26,000, 
first $35,000. 


Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 


55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Devil and Miss 
Jones’ (RKO) and stage show. A 
disappointer at indicated $72,000, but 


house, as scaled, gets out at this fig- 
ure. Last week, second for ‘Uncer- 





quent house, probably good $1,700.) tain Feeling’ (UA) and ‘Madame 

Last week, ‘Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Vir-| Butterfly’ opera on stage, $70,000, 
ginia’ (Par), okay $1,500. | oke. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15-| piante (750: 28-44-55)—Big Boss’ 

" ‘eft : | 90; -44-! ig Boss 

30-40) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and| (Col). Maybe $5,000, fair enough in 


‘Penalty’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
allright $7,500. 


$11,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) — ‘Affectionately’ (WB). 
Fair $2,800 in sight. Last week, 


‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), okay $3,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and 
‘Power Dive’ (Par). Going along at 
average clip to okay $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Cow- 
boy Blonde’ (20th), fine $8,500 and 
moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
50-75-$1.00-$1.50) — ‘Fantasia’ 
ney). Opened Thursday (15) and 
word-of-mouth is helping to build 
biz. Critics devoted much more 
than the usual space to raving about 
the pic’s technical qualities, and that 
should help considerably. On 15 
performances, looks like $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Model Wife’ (U) and ‘Black 
Cat’ (U), satisfactory $3.490. 


(1.400; | 
(Dis- | 


Continu- | these times. 
ing brisk pace on h.o. and should cop only five days, $3,400, limpy 
Last week, terrific| reer. = : 





‘Great Swindle’ (Col) 


Roxy (5,835: 35-55-65-75-85 )— 
‘Great Broadcast’ (20th) and stage 
show (3d-final week). Nobody can 


understand why this picture, well 
liked by all, isn’t doing better; this 
week (3d) $22,000, following second 
of $31,000. A first week of $39,700 
helps to keep it in the profit column. 
State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 
—‘They Dare Not Love’ (Col) (1st 
run) and Dick Stabile, Ethel Shutta, 
Henry Armetta in person. Biz slug- 
gish, $16,500 being all that’s looked 
for, Last week ‘Men of Boys Town’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and John Boles, 
others, on stage, $18,000, mild. 
Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Wagons Roll at Night’ (WB) and 
Tommy ‘Tucker band, plus Victor 
McLaglen, on rostrum  (2d-final 
week). Will be lucky to hit $18,000 
on holdover, poor, following initial 
seven davs of $29,900. only feir. 


stats meth engl ASP eae Weal sla enna, aa 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 21, 191] 





New Product Boosts 
Cincy; ‘B’cast’ 106, 
‘Dare’-Lyman_ Ditto 





Cincinnati, May 20. 
Better assortment of releases has 
pushed trade up several notches 
over last week. Coupled for tront 
money this week are ‘Great Ameri- 


can Broadcast’ at-the Albee, and 
‘Hamilton Woman’ at the Palace. 
Keith’s also has a winner in “Top- 
per Returns.’ 

Last week of fiesh at the Shubert 
is receiving b.o. oomph from Abe 
Lyman’s band. Theatre opens a 
two-a-day engagement with ‘Fan- 


tasia’ Friday (23) and will go shut- 
ter for summer when the run ends. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) — 
‘Broadcast’ (20th). Nice $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), 


big $15,500, 
take on ‘Great Dictator’ 
town’s tallest in weeks. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Switched 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 


equalling first week’s 
(UA) for 


(Col), second week of moveover, 
mild $3,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28) — 
‘Robbers Range’ (RKO) and ‘Foot- 


light Fever’ (RKO), split with ‘In- 
visible Ghost’ (Mono) and ‘Train 
Robbery’ (Rep). Average $1,900. 
Same last week for ‘Queen’s Pent- 
house’ (Col) and ‘Border Vigilantes’ 
(Par), divided with ‘Federal Fugi- 
tives’ (PRC) and ‘Roar of Press’ 
(Mono). 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50) — 


NATIONAL B. 


O. SUMMARY 








In a steadily declining market, from which the pub- 
lic for various reasons seems strangely alienated for 
the moment, four new feature films initiated their first 
runs during the past week in widely scattered terri- 
tories, enabling some early estimate of their respective 
boxoffice pull. 

New entries into the national scene are ‘Meet John 
Doe’ (WB), heretofore held under wraps at a few pro- 
motional sendoffs at advanced prices; ‘I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par), first general reports, excellent; ‘A Woman's 
Face’ (M-G), spotty: and ‘Great American Broadcast’ 
(20th), which is developing strength as the momentum 
of its release gets under way. 


With the exception of the Joan Crawford starrer, 
‘Face,’ other three appear strong enough for general 
holdovers, which right now is the prevailing policy of 
first runs—when they can get ’em. They will fill the 
gaps recently vacated by ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Col). Current strong holdovers are ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘That Hamilton Woman’ (UA), 
both of which are rapidly liquidating their first runs 
and will be received with open arms in subsequent 
showings. 

Balance of current ‘A’ product, recently released, is 
having a hard time standing alone, or at the top of 
duals for longer than minimum bookings. They are 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), ‘Reaching for the Sun’ (Par), 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and ‘Flame of New 
Orleans’ (U). 


Elsewhere in this week’s Variety, extensive news 
coverage is given to the boxoffice nip-ups in some of 


Four New Films in Distribution — 
Bolster Weak Intake 


range from industrial interruptions to rain, eold, hot 
weather and dread of war, 

Putting the blame on the most logical spot, the 
scarcity of smash films, which usually comes in the 
spring with the first splurge of lilacs, dogwood and 
mountain red, the release charts show general me- 
diocrity, which is reflected in limping receipts. As 
presently geared, it is evident that the exhibition 
structure requires from six to eight strong pictures 
every month, or an average of one each from the 
major distributors. May is batting at 500. This is bad 
news for the thousands of smaller houses which will 
play the current releases during the summer, 


Scarcely a major eity ean boast of good intake dur- 
ing the past week. eys that are okay to fair are 
Washington, filled to overflowing with defense work- 
ers; Baltimore, drawing heavily from the capital over- 
flow; Brooklyn, Cleveland, eavibensn, Seattle and 
Cincinnati, where improvement is noted, 

Not so good are Boston, iladelphia, Omaha, San 
Francisco and Montreal. 


Broadway grosses total lowest in some months, only 
*‘Woman’s Face’ shining in a group of unsteady hold- 
overs, 


Ranging from bad to brutal are Indianapolis, Kan- 
sas City, Louisville, Lincoln, Chieago, Detroit, Min- 
neapolis, Denver and Los Angeles. 

It’s a challenging picture, nationally. Theatre op- 
erators as a class are not long content to take a beat- 
ing without battling for eustomers, Exhibiting inno- 
vations may be anticipated, efforts to bolster with live 


PARA AMOR NY AE ELIE D6 ORS 


‘Flame New Orleans’ (U). Poor 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Dictator’ (UA), ' 


the principal key cities and territories, with sundry 
local reasons for the serious decline in receipts. These 


talent, perhaps. 


Straight film fare, evidently, is not 


meeting present requirements. 





second week of moveover, fair 


$4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
=-—Topper Returns’ (UA). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Magic Music’ 


(Par), awful $2,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). Transferred 
from Capitol for third week’s stay 
on main stem. Slow $2,500. Last} Current grosses are stretching to- 
week ‘Zanzibar’ (Par), second move- ward new lows. Two newcomers, 
over for fourth week, pleasing) which under normal conditions un- | 
3,000. | doubtedly would command better 

Palace—(RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— | boxoffice attention, are ‘Great Amer- 
‘Hamilton. Woman’ (UA). All right) ican Broadcast’ and ‘Nice Girl,’ but 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Uncertain Feel- | both got off to slow starts here. 
ing’ (UA), terrible $6,000. | ‘Fantasia’ wound up a moderately 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)—- successful five-week Minnesota en- | 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and Abe Ly-, gagement Saturday (17), and the big 
man’s band, plus Royal Guards and_| house is dark again. 
Three Sailors. Season’s swan song | Stage shows probably are entirely 
for stage shows. Lyman paying $5) Out, as far as the Orpheum is con- 
to a customer for singing a song at| cerned, until next fall. The last two 
each performance and $50 to week’s| left the house in the red. 
winner on closing night. Okey $10,- Estimates for This Week 
000. Last week, ‘Washington Melo-|_ Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)—‘Mad 
drama’ (M-G) and ‘Latin Quarter’; Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster Girl’ 
revue, $6,000 for season’s low. House | (Par). Heavily advertised and head- | 
starts indef run Friday (23) on ‘Fan-| ed for big $2,700. Last week, ‘Bor- 
tasia’ (Disney) with twice daily | der Vigilantes’ (Par) and ‘Convoy’ 
screenings at 50 cents to $1.50. | (RKO), split with “Big Boss’ (Col) | 
, : a0 — Swindle’ (Col), mild 
| ,000. 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28-| 
Det. Goes Boom 


39-44)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d 
Continued from page 7 


MPLS.; ‘EVE’ OKAY 2G 


| 





Minneapolis, May 20. 














| wk). Moved here from State after 
only fair week there. Will do well 

: - . | to reach mild $2,800. Last week, 

oldtimers in the business see as ruin- | ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), pretty good 

ing the once heralded money bar- | a go fairly good $7,400 first 

Tage: week at State. 

1, Too many young guys drafted.| Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
Too many families hoarding against | ‘Victory’ (Par). Roughly handled by 
the day others are called up. | Ses, = oa for | light $2,000. 
(Young men are a bulwark of the | rible $1,900. all, Dark’ (20th), ter- 
business. ) ; , Minnesota (Mpls. Theatre Co.) 

2. Too many strikes. The chill | (1,855; 50-$1.50)—Dark this week. 
set in here after Ford went down. | Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (5th 
One strike can knock over whole | wk), good $5,000, beating preceding 
rows of domino industries. week’s $4,000. Approximate $30,000 

3. Fear of the future. If war was gg tgs | be gga TA os 

‘ Spe ’ | pheum ar-Singer ,300; - 
declared it wouldn't even, be as bad. | 39 44)_‘Nice Girl’ (U). Mild $5,000 
ght now the public is full of |<"... : ‘ 

a i: tne icki 1 | indicated. Last week, “Topper Re- 
reads, bewilaered, sticking close to | turns’ (UA) and Major Bowes’ unit 
the radio, | (39-44-55), light $7,300. 
4. No time for spending. Defense! State (Par-Singer) 
industry is making heavy demands | 44)—‘Broadcast’ 
on the men. Matinees, with women, 
still are holding up. Nights, and 

men, are away off. 

5. Too many pictures and too | (Par). First nabe showin Satis 
any newsreels with a militant, | factory $2,000 in prospect. Last week 
cause or propaganda slant have ‘Tobacco Read’ (20th), first nabe 
cooled the public, particularly in the | showing, $2,200, fair. 

— mid-West, on the oe | ee ee ee 28-39-44- 
ures. — Ends ight’ (UA) (2d wk). 
6. All the talk of heavy taxation. | Has caught on well. Should reach 

Here they’re down over the talk of | °*@y $2,200. Last week, $2,500, good. 


30% taxes on automobiles. The pub- " 
Heip for ‘Oh, Charlie’ 


lic is beginning to fear curtailment 
Hollywood, May 20. 


of production—and work—in normal 
Andrews Sisters, Mischa Auer and 











(2,300; 28-39- 
rec (20th). Customers 
and critics approve, but poor $4,500 
looks about all. Last week, ‘Men 
| Boys Town’ (M-G), $6,300, mild. 





industry. Beside big taxes they’re 
slowing down on spending because 
of the talk of shortages of industrial | 
raw materials. 


7. Still too close to the depression. | for ‘Oh, Charlie,’ the Abbott and 
Present blues get them to thinking Costello comedy which Universal is 
of that. expanding beyond its original script. 

Those are some of the factors, Added scenes, requiring about two 
showmen see in why the defense weeks of filming, call for the return 
money has slowed down to a trickle of all the principals in the original 
as far as they are concerned, They cast. 


figure it will be the same story else- 
where after the first spurt. e 
Jiggers, the G-Man 
Hollywood, May 20. 


Ray Enright draws the director 
‘job on ‘Man From the F.B.I.,’ slated 
to start in July at Warners. 

_ Currently Enright is piloting ‘King 
Rubber, which rolled yesterday 
| (Mon.). 











But Not for Theatres.... 
Milwaukee, May 20. 
Business generally in the state re- 
ported disappointing, huge defense 
spending going for new homes, mo- 
tor cars and radios instead of for 
theatre tickets. 


eee ae 


| Ted Lewis are doing added footage | 


‘B’CAST’ LIGHT $4,500, Rain and Snow Beat 


Denver; ‘Penny’ $9,000 


Denver, May 20. 

Rain and light snow are holding 
down grosses this time. ‘Penny 
Serenade’ and ‘Scotland Yard’ at the 
Denver will get top coin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB), after a week at 
the Denver. Good $4,000. Last week 
‘Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ (U), 
after a week at the Denver, ditto. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. 
Last week ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Footlight Fever’ (RKO), sec- 
ond week after two at the Orpheum, 
same. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—Wanted Wings’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par). Poor 
$5,000. Last week, fair $6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th). Good $9,000. Last 
week ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Ride on 
Vaquero’ (20th), nice $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Re- 
pent Leisure’ (RKO). Poor $6,000. 
Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d 


wk), fair $7,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and 
‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep). Good $6,000. 
Last week ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) (2d 
wk) and ‘District Attorney’ (Rep), 
ditto. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Chey- 
enne’ (U), after a week at each the 


Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Mutiny 
Arctic’ (U). Fair $2,000. Last week 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), after a week at 


each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Roar of Press’ (Mono), same. 


*Yaphank’ 

















Continued from page 3 


*Yip.’ 





original Among tunes he 


wrote for it was ‘I Hate to Get Up. 


in the Morning.’ 
Cast of the new version would be 


Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)—‘Eve’ | made up, of course, entirely of re- 


cruits here. Among those expected 
to take part are Philip Truex, son of 
Ernest; ‘Pinkie’ Mitchell, who did a 
regular broadcast on WEAF, N. Y.; 
Alan Manson, radio actor who was 
on the ‘Aldrich Family’ show; Ralph 
Melson, who was in “There Shall Be 


| No Night’; Peter Feller, stage de- | 


| signer who worked on the DeSylva 
| musicals; Zinn Arthur, orch leader; 
| Michael Wardell, radio script writer, 
and Max Miller, formerly with Paul 
Whiteman’s orch. 


Should the show turn out success- 
fully, there’s a possibility of it’s be- 
| ing sent on tour of the Army camps 
| in the fall. 





Berlin’s Defense Thematic 
Washington, D. C., May 20. 

Irving Berlin is writing a new 
song to spur the sale of the Govern- 
ment’s new defense bonds and sav- 
ings stamps. This will be the first 
time the Treasury Department has 
used music to sell securities. 





hundreds of other tunes has the new 
number partiaily completed and ex- 





pects to have it ready shortly. 


Author of ‘God Bless America’ and | 


COTTON CARNIVAL K.0.S 
MEMPHIS; ‘FACE’ 526 


Memphis, May 20. 
Cotton garnival cut badly into 
grosses this week. vvidey and Sat- 
urday takes were way off, and Sun- 
day wasn’t much better. 


‘A baie yd Face’ is drawing well 
3 Loew’s State, with ‘Affectionately 
ours’ doing pretty well at the War- 
ner. 
out. 





Balance are virtually blacked 


Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,300;. 10-33-44)— 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB). Should 
get $4,000, not bad under circum- 
stances. st week, ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
(Rep), $3,100, better than expected. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), h.o. two 
days, and ‘I'll Wait’ (M-G), four 
|days. Will be lucky to snare $1,800. 
| Last week, ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), 
$6,200, socko. 


New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—“Wanted Wings’ (Par), h.o. 
'three days, and ‘Model Wife’ (U), 
‘four days. Not likely to pull $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Wanted Wings’ 
$5,800, very good. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
| ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Good $5,500. 
|Last week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), 
h.o. four days, and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), 
$2,000, so-so. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-33- 
44)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d run) three 
days, and ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) 
| (2d run re-issue), two days. Week 
| bobtailed to make way for ‘Fan- 
tasia’ roadshow starting Thursday 
| (22). Looks like $1,000 for the five 
days. Last week, ‘First Beau’ (Col) 
three days; ‘Smith’ (RKO) (2d run) 
two days; “Mutiny Arctic’ (U) two 
days, $1,700, good. 


| ‘ZIEGFELD’ 206, B’KLYN 


| 











‘Singapore’ Plus Tab Version of 
| ‘Heat’ N.S.G. $16,000—Doe’ 2d 18G 





Brooklyn, May 20. 

| Tab version of ‘Crazy With Heat’ 
rie and Betty Kean on stage, and 
eo ‘Woman’ on screen will 
wind up with disappointing results. 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ grabbing the best 
| gross. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Dou- 
ble Date’ (U). Droopy $14,000. Last 
| week ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Cowboy Blond’ (20th), ditto. 

; Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
Singapore Woman’ (WB) and stage 
show, ‘Crazy with Heat,’ featuring 
| Willie Howard, Gracie Barrie, Betty 
| Kean and chorus. Disappointing $16,- 
ate a ee Fae Latin’ (Col) 
and ‘Zanzibar’ ar) (3d wk), goo 
$14,000. or 


; Met (Loew’s (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Made Monster’ (U). Nifty $20,000. 


|Last week ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) 
jand ‘Free Easy’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
okay $16,000. 
Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
, Happiness’ (WB) (2d wk). Fine $18,- 
000. Last week, strong $24,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
Wolf Takes Chance’ (Col) and ‘Shot 
Dark’ (WB). Mild $4,000. Last 
week ‘Train Robbery’ (Rep) and 
‘Wild Man Borneo’ ‘M-G), ditto. 





(Par), | 


starring Willie Howard, Gracie Bar- | 


Heat Slows Boston; 
‘Town 366, ‘Doe’ 
216, Feeling’ Limp 


Boston, May 20. 

‘Men of Boys Town’ is strong and 
‘John Doe’ gets first place this week, 
but all stands are taking in less coin 
than usual because of the heat wave 
accompanying the new pix. 

A. B. Marcus stage show at the 
RKO Boston is playing a solid week 
but in split-week versions and with 
two different titles. Biz is okay 
there. ‘Uncertain Feeling’ looks 
very pale at the Memorial. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) 43,200; 33-44-55) — 
‘King Zombies’ (Mono) and ‘Singing 
Hill’ (Rep), with stage show, ‘Conti- 
nental Revue,’ four days; and ‘Emer. 
gency Landing’ (UA) and ‘Pirates 
Horseback’ (Par), with stage show, 
‘La Vie Parisienne,’ three days, 
Shaping up to $10,500, okay, Last 
week, ‘Scattergood’ (RKO) and 
‘House Mystery’ (Mono), with Ina 
Ray Hutton heading stage show, four 
days; and ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Queen 
Detective’ (Col) (both 2d run), three 
days, $9,600. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44-55) 
—Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep). Flirting with $6,500 
satisfactory. Last week, ’Great Lie! 
(WB) and ‘Knockout’ (WB) (both 
2d run), $4,800. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
and ‘Double Date’ (U). Limp b.o. at 
around $12,500. Last week, ‘Lady 
Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Model Wife’ (U), 
also dull, $12,000. 


Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), 
Opened Monday. (19) for indef run, 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). Got a bad 
‘break on opening weather, but still 
strong at around $21,000. Last week, 
| ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and ‘Power 
Dive’ (Par), $10,500, very bad. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
|55)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
| Best in town, aiming at $20,000. Last 
| week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) ané¢ 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) (2d wk-five 
days), $12,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). Good $8,500, 
Last week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
‘Knockout’ (WB) (both 2d run), 
$6,200. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 
—‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Knockout’ 
(WB) (both continued from 2d run 
'at Par and Fenway). Heading for 
| so-so $3,500. Last week, ‘Wagons 
| Roll’ (WB) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
(Par) both continued run from Par 
and Fenway, ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 
| ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) an 
| ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). 
Staunch $16,000. Last week, ‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Mary Dugan’ 
| (M-G) (2d wk-five days), $9,700. 














‘COWBOY’-HEIDT HOTCHA 
$18,500 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, May 20. 


Good reports from all the down- 
town stands. Horace Heidt’s orches- 
|tra drumming up the best biz and 
notices it ever got at the Palace with 
| ‘Cowboy and Blonde’ and is in posl- 

tion to hit the highest gross RKO 
| deluxer has seen this spring. 

‘Woman’s Face’ at the State is 
above average levels. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB). Reissue 
timely and worthwhile at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
on shiftover from Hipp, very satis- 
factory $3,500. 

Hanna (Car] Hanna) (1,435; 50-75- 
| $1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 
Wound up nine-week run Sunday 
(18), last minute spurt bringing okay 
| $6,600 after nice $7,000 on previous 
| round. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘John Doe’ (WB). Steaming up 
$10,000 on h.o., after whamming out 
| $16,000 last week, one of the house’s 
highest marks this semester. Sked- 
| ded for moveover to Allen. 
| Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
| 66)—‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th), plus 
| Horace Heidt orchestra. Raring for 
|excellent $18,500 or better. Last 
| week ‘People Kildare’ (M-G) with 
Abe Lyman orchestra, hardly made 
expenses, $9,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Heavy 
matinee attendance chalking wu 
' $12,000. Last week ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), 
| record low, $6,000. 
| Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
'55)—Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Much 
i brighter gate action than expected, 
| $4,000 on third week following smart 
| $6,000 on second. 














H.C. L, HITS COMMISSARY 
Hollywood, May 20. 
The rising cost of living has hit 
the 20th-Fox commissary. 
All items have been tilted a nickel. 
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Circus, Weather Batter Philly: 
Flame’ $5,800, But ‘Beast’ Sour 





Philadelphia, May 20. 

New product isn’t attracting pea- 
nuts. And to add to the headaches 
of the managers came a rash of 
muggy weather over the weekend 
along with the opening of the Ring- 
jing Brothers, Barnum & Bailey Cir- 
cus yesterday (Mon). : 

Only one of the new arrivals, 
‘Flame of New Orleans, is causing 
the turnstiles to click. Other pics 
making their bow are definitely in 
the disappointing class: “Topper Re- 
turns, ‘Great American Broadcast 
and ‘Sis Hopkins.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA). Under par 
with $9,500. Last week ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA), sour $3,500 for four 
days of second sesh. 

readia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 

_Ziegteld Gir! (M-G) (2d run). 
Okay $3,600, despite three-week run 
at Stanley. Last week ‘Rage Heaven 
(M-G), fair $3,000 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (3d _ wk). 


Hefty $11,200. Last week, stout $14,-' 


500. 
Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) 
Lombardo’s_ orchestra. 


the week. Last week ‘Washington 
Melodrama’ (M-G) with Jimmy 
Dorsey brought a bangup $26,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Broadcast’ (20th). Puny $12,000. 
Last week ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) fared 
even worse with $10,700. 


Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
~Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) (2d run). 
Moveover no tonic. Bare $4,000. 
Last week ‘Zanzibar’ (Par), heavy 
$4,700 for second week of a second 
run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—'Miss Jones’ (RKO) (2d run). Un- 
der-par $4,000. Last week ‘Great 
Lie’ (WB), only slightly better $4,- 
300 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk). Bright 
$13,000 for this semester. Last week 
cheery $18,000. 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U). Standout 


of the lot with. good $5,800. Last 
week ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), neat 
$6,000. 





‘DOE’ $21,000, WASH.; 
‘KANE’ ALL RIGHT 1026 


Washington, May. 20. 
Government payday last week 
boomed the weekend, and calibre of 





product is considerably higher. 
Citizen Kane’ and ‘John Doe’ ar- 
rived simultaneously (Friday) to 


join ‘Fantasia’ which opened week 
ago Monday (12). ‘Doe’ looks like 
the winner at this point, other two 
— shown on reserved seat price 
scale. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) | 
plus | 
. Last week, | 
Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) owes | 


—Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
vaude. N.s.g. .$14,000. 
to Ted Weems orchestra even its 
light $14,000. 


.~-Olumbia: (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
Ziegfeld Girl’ 


c (M-G) (2d_ run). 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Night Rio’ 
sien (2d run), flopped to sad 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘John Doe’ (WB) plus no-name 
vaude. Sailing toward excellent 
$21,000. Last week, ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (WB), plus Charlie Spivak 


orchestra, dropped to poor $14,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Sent critics 
to the housetops to sing, but three- 
show daily policy holding it to only 
B00d $10,500. Last week, ‘Cheyenne’ 
(U), poor $7,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d run). 
Still good for $4,500. Last week, 
Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), fair enough 
4,700. 

National (1,300; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65) 
—'Fantasia’ (Disney). In on two-a- 
day policy and not sensational last 
week, but good enough $12,500. This 
week (2d) advance sale indicates ap- 
proximately $12,000. 
wp alace (Loew) 
Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk). Healthy 
$11,000. Last week, led town with 
Strong $18,000. 


Dottie and the Gobs 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Dorothy Lamour is slated for the 
top femme role in Paramount’s re- 
Make of ‘The Fleet’s In,’ provided 
her schedule can be arranged to start 
Aug. 11, 

Victor Schertzinger is director and 

ul Jones producer, with Eddie 
Bracken as comic lead. 








with Guy 
Lucky if. 
cash registers show poor $18,500 for | 


(2,242; 29-55) —| 





sf 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
kere $1,496,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 176 thea- 

me chiefly first runs, tncluding 





Total Gross Same Week 
ee ee $1,485,900 
(Based on 27 cities, 175 theatres) 


Face $14,000, Pitt.; 
‘Penny’ $10,500 But 
Flame’ Weak $2,800 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

Biz is both good and bad this 
week. Two leaders are ‘Penny Sere- 
nade,’ which will probably get three 
weeks at least at the Senator, and 
‘Woman’s Face’ at the Penn, which 
| holds over at another house. ‘Flame 
of New Orleans’ is dying at the Ful- 
ton and comes out after one week, 
while the Stanley is dropping to a 
new recent low with ‘There’s Magic 
in Music’ and Pan-American Revue. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U). Crix pro- 
nounced it one of dullest pictures of 
the year. Doubtful if it will do $2,- 
800, brutal. Last week ‘Night Rio’ 
(20th) (2d wk), just bit under $3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Got the 
glad hand from the reviewers. 
Should touch $14,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), ditto. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘John 
Doe’ (WB) (3d wk). Moved here 
after successive stands at Warner 
and Penn. Still getting attention, 
and will go to $3,000 or bit better. 
Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), 
which followed same route as ‘Doe’ 
here, did about $2,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Penny Sererade’ (Col). Heading 
for $10,500, best this house has done 
{since “Tin Pan Alley.’ Last week 
; ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), n.s.h. $2,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
|‘Magie Music’ (Par) and Diosa Cos- 
|tello-Ciro Rimac band. No interest 
| at all in this combo at $10,000. Last 
| week Wayne King helped ‘Wagons 
| Roll’ (WB) to swell $23,000. 























| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Moved 
here after week at Penn. Looks 


| like at least $6,500, very good. Last 
| week ‘John Doe’ (WB), also brought 
|here from Penn, did $7,000, excel- 
| lent. 


“NOBODY’-CROSBY 146, 


| 


| BUFF; REST WOBBLY 


Buffalo, May 20. 

Continued cool weather does not 
seem to be helping the coin too 
much at this session. With the ex- 
ception of the Century, where ‘Great 
Nobody’ is teamed with Bob Crosby 
on stage for an effective turnstile 
clicker, the pace over the week- 
lend seemed to be lagging. ‘John 
| Doe’ is fairly lively, but not too 
| forte. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
|You’ (M-G). Just ambling along 
| with $8,500, or slightly over. Last 
,week ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and 
| Horace Heidt orchestra, topped zip- 
py $18,000. 
| Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
'—‘John Doe’ (WB) ‘Knockout’ 
(WB). Not bad, but should be bet- 
ter. Under $10,000. Last week 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G) (8 days), 
| very nifty, over $11,500. 
| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Ham- 
jilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Washing- 
'ton Melodrama’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Nice $8,000. Last week 
|Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Strange 
| (WB) (8 days), soft $6,000. 
| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col). Unimpressive $5,500. 
|Last week ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
| (2d wk) and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), 
| satisfactory $6,500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
'55)—Great Nobody’ (~~B) and Bob 
|Crosby on stage. Swanky $14,000. 
Last week ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and 
‘Stars Over Hollywood’ revue on 
stage, so-so $9,000. 


Some Hard Riding Here 


Hollywood, May 20. 
' Col. Tim McCoy joins Buck Jones 
as one of the top buckaroos in the 
series of eight westerns under the 
general title of ‘Rough Riders’ at 
Monogram, 

Scott R. Dunlap is producing the 
| gallopers for the 1941-42 prograrn. 





Alibi’ 











‘Ziegfeld | sheets planted on boards in front of 





PROVIDENCE OKAY 


ae ROMDENGE OKY "Outdoor Attractions Murder L.A. 


cast’ Good $9,300 





Providence, May 20. | 

Holdover of ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ at! 
Loew’s State, and hefty pull of 
‘Great American Broadcast,’ at Ma-| 
jestic, highlight activities this week. | 
RKO Albee pulls up stakes for the 
season today (Tuesday), with re-!| 
opening planned for late in summer. | 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,200; 28-39-50)—‘Top 
Hat’ (RKO) and ‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
(RKO) (re-issues). Closing house 
for summer with so-so $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Uncertain,.Feeling’ (UA) and 
‘South Panama’ (Ind), ditto. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB) (2d run). Weak 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Hamilton Wo-| 
man’ (UA) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col) (2d) 
run), good $3,200. | 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35) — 
‘Man Monster’ (U) and ‘Pals Pecos’ 


pn ig ac ca Wines Le ged on Det. Hopes to Mend 
Grosses by Avoiding 


‘Two-Gun _ Sheriff’ (Rep) an 
bi tty Sag (WB), okay $3,500. 
ajestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50) — ‘ b 

‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Sleepers | $ 000 
West’ (20th). Swell $9,300. Last H.0.s; Face 14, 
week, ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), neat $7,400. | Detroit, May 20. 
State (Loew ) (3,200; 28-39-50) — (Best Exploitation: United Artists) 
Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Missing Majority of the downtown houses 
Days’ (Col) (2d wk). Hefty $11,000, have new bills, and the two theatres 
after wow $16,000 last session. | with holdovers have added new sec- 
; Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— ond features. Tendency now seemg 
First Beau (Col) and ‘Rookies to be to get away from longer runs 
Parade’ (Rep). Only so-so $5,000. in the hope of curing sour box- 
Last week, ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and offices. . 

United Artists looks to top the 


‘Under Age’ (Col), slipped for 
weakie $4,200. _town this week with ‘A Woman’s 
| Face’ and ‘T’ll Wait for You.’ Fox, 


‘ED? + with ‘Great American Broadcast’ 
B cast Sole Pleaser ie ‘Dare Not Love,” will also do 


° okay. 
In Lincoln, $4,000, United Artists likewise gets the 


Lincoln, : _ , exploitation nod, if on courage alone. 
Worst week in . — = a Although house had hard time find- 
knockout punch on biz here gener- | 198 uslified faces of Joan Crawford 
ally. That is to say not only are the- | in the stills, they got up their own, 
atres suffering. Retail stores, too, | Using them for all advertising and 
are a long way off their quotas. displays. Trick was to get away 
‘Great American Broadcast’ at the from pretty heroines and play up 
Stuart is lone exception. the picture as ‘A Female Scarface. 
Estimates for This Week Gross seems to indicate they have 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) | something. 
(750; 10-15)—'Two Gun_ Sheriff’ | Estimates for This Week 
(Rep) and ‘British Intelligence’; Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
(WB), split with ‘Lone Wolf Date’|—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d wk) 
(Col) and ‘Pioneers’ (Mono). Av-!and ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col). Just 
erage $900. Last week ‘Devils Island’ | plugging along with dull $5,000. Last 
(WB) and ‘Billy Kid’ (PRC), split! week ‘Penny’ (Col) and ‘Black Cat’ 
with ‘No Place’ (WB) and ‘Tumble-/| (U), fair $6,000. 
down Ranch’ (Mono), weak $800. Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; | 55)—‘Broadcast ’(20th) and ‘Dare 
10-25-40 )—‘Flafie New Orleans’ (U).| Not Love’ (Col). Okay $15,000. Last 
Meager $1,900 on five days. Last| week ‘Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Model 
week ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) faded | Wife’ (U), poor $13,000. 
badly at end of run to grab so-so; Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


‘Wings -Himber 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
. a en $249,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
AR ee $255,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 














— 














$3,100. 30-40-55)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par)! and ‘Road Show’ (UA). Slim $12,- 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Liberty’ (M-G)/|500. Last week- ‘Ends Night’ (UA) 


and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G). Off | and ‘Footsteps’ (WB), dull $12,000. 
key at $1,200. Last week ‘Double! Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
Date’ (U) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), not|000; 30-40-55)—‘Men Boys Town’ 
bad $1,600. (M-G) and ‘Liberty’ (M-G). Former 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884;| moved here after two good weeks 
10-25-40 )—‘Broadcast’ (20th). Town’s| at United Artists. Okay $8,000 due. 
leader at $4,000 for nine days. Word-!| Last week ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
of-mouth chiefly responsible. oe ee Vegas Nights’ (Par), ditto. 





week ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), skidde United Artists (United Detroit) 
to pretty bad $1,800. (2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Woman’s Face’ 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100;|(M-G) and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G). 
10-25-40 )—‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). Slack | Powerful $14,000. Last week ‘Men 
$2,500. Last week ‘Hamilton Woman’ | Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘People vs. 
(UA) topped the town with a swell| Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk), nice $8,000 
$3,300. ‘after big $12,000. 


Wings’ $17,500 in Tepid Frisco 


‘Rookies’-Nick Lucas Slow $12,000 — ‘Face’-“‘Wash- 
ington’ Same, Okay 














San Francisco, May 20. | Sold with aid of a flock of billboards, 

Town very quiet this week for no | Dietrich opus heading toward $10,- 
visible reason. Most creditable | 000. Last week ‘Penny Serenade’ 
theory is that folks are just sitting | (U) and ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col) 


tight and waiting, uncertainty over ; (3d wk), wound up with $6,700. 
piarentional situation clipping ex-| Paramount (F- C) (2,470; 35-40- 
penditures to a minimum. | 50)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Flight 


Most promising newcomer is ‘I! Destiny’ (WB) (2d wk). Around $8,- 
Wanted Wings’ at the Fox. a ae er Be Hage 3 onan 
ati St. Francis - ,475; 35-40- 
Estimates for This Week | 50)—"Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Pen- 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— alty’ (M-G) (moveover). Average 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and ‘Cowboy | ¢5 999 in view. Last week ‘Ziegfeld 
Blonde’ (20th ). Extra ad space, one- | Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Shadows Stairs’ 
(WB) (moveover), ditto. 


recruiting offices, and an aerial pre- United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 


plane 


view in a United Airlines — 40-50)—‘Dictator’ (Chaplin) (6th 
|hypoing ‘Wings’ for an anticipated wk). About $6,500 in sight for final 
| $17,500. Last week ‘Great Lie’ (WB) frame. Same last week. 


land ‘Comes Happiness’ 





(WB) (24 |" Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 


—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G). Looks 
like okay $14,000. Last week ‘Wagons 
Roll’ (WB) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), bet- 
ter than anticipated at $11,000. 


MacMurray Back to Par 


wk), faded with $8,500. 


Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (11th 
wk). Splurge of three-sheets an- 
nouncing ‘leaving soon’ is boosting 
this session to a phenomenal $12,000. 
Last week excellent $9,500. Efforts 
to hold beyond the 25th blocked by 
opening of ‘Citizen Kane’ (27). 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) with 
Nick Lucas on ——. ge get Hollywood, May 20. 

12,000. Lucas, however, will stay | 
pesene week with new bill featuring Fred MacMurray ane es ion 
Ella Logan and Butch and Buddy. Paramount, his home lot, for the 
Last week ‘Repent at Leisure’ (RKO) male lead in the Fred Kohlmar pro- 
and Revue Internationale, swell duction, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat,’ based 
pa ny stage half pulling the on a novel by Isabel Scott Rorick. 
weight. Filming starts when MacMurray 

1 nfeld) (2,440; 35- < : . 
on _— Seng (U) | finishes his current job in ‘Dive 


and ‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col). Bomber’ at Warners. 











Weak $16,500, 


206, But ‘Beast’ 
Cheyenne’ $16,400 


Los Angeles, May 20. 
Business is pretty well shot all 
over town, with outdoor attractions 
proving more magnetic than films. 
‘Only the Paramount is showing any 


signs of prosperous trade with ‘I 
Wanted Wings’ and Richard Him- 
ber’s orchestra sharing the billing. 
| ‘Great American Broadcast’ failed to 
catch on either in Hollywood or 
downtown and will have to be cone 
tent with very mild returns. ‘Citi- 
zen Kane’ is soloing at the El Capi- 
tan, but the grosses aren't any too 
encouraging nor do they portend 
any kind of a run. 

Weather has been perfect for 
show-going, warm days and cool 
nights, so the blame must be shoul- 
dered by what's on the screens plus 
the exodus on weekends. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) —- ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(16th wk). Heading for ar okay $6,- 
200 after last week turned up $6,800, 
Ends run first week in June. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). 
Just not to this clientele’s liking and 
best in sight is so-so $7,500. Last 
week ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and 
Ryd on Vaquero’ (20th), miserable 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). Meek $6,500. 
Last week ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), just off $8,000. 

El Capitan (RKO) (1,571; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Dropped off to $7,800. House hope- 
ful of six-week run. Last week 
$11,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) (2d wk), 
Around $3,200. First week $3,800. 


Hawaii (G & S) (1,000; 30-44-55)— 
‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) and ‘Stolen 
Life’ (Par). A little better than 
average biz at $2,200. Last week 
‘Man Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Hor- 
ror Island’ (U), $1,900. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). Not very 


hefty at $6,000. Last week ‘Wagons 
Roll’ (WB) ard ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), 
$7,400. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Singing Hill’ (Rep) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (M-G). Right down the sea- 
sonal groove for $6,500. Last week, 
no first runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ (U). 
No better off than the rest of the 
town at $8,500. Last week ‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Col) (3d wk) and ‘Lit- 
tle Men’ (RKO), $7,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) with 
Richard Himber orchestra on the 
stage. Town’s leader and earmarked 
at $20,000 insuring a holdover and 
possib'e third week. Last week 
Model Wife’ (U) and Carmen Mi- 
randa on the stage, strong $19,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 

‘Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ (U), 
Back to day-dating with Pantages 
after a week of ‘Citizen Kane.’ Get- 
ting $7,900. Last week ‘Kane,’ slim 
$6,300. 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75) — ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). 
Brutal $9,000. Last week ‘Uncertain 
Feeling (UA) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ 
(20th), poor $7,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55)—'Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d 
wk) and ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 
Lead picture bolstered by new- 
comer. So-so $4,300 sighted. ast 
week ‘Ziegfeld’ (M-G) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th), $4,600. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). This 
combo is spelling real biz at Bevhills 
house and should run up count to 
around $6,500. Last week ‘Ziegfeld’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th), 
$6,700. 


THAT REMINDS US 


Par’s ‘Don’t Tell’ Cues Rep to Similar 
Yarn 


_— 


Hollywood, May 20. 


Republic is dusting of ‘Doctcrs 
Don’t Tell’ after three years on the 
shelf. Picture is slated for produc- 
tion by Albert J. Cohen when he 
completes his current job, ‘Puddin’ 
Head.’ 

‘Doctors’ had been forgotten until 
Paramount announced its intention 
of filming ‘Nurses Don’t Tell.’ Sim- 
ilarity of the titles reminded Re- 
public that it had a ‘Don’t Tell’ story 
of its own. 
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IT’S LIGHTNING AND THUNDER! 
IT’S LUPINO AND GARFIELD! 
TOPPING ‘SEA WOLF’ HEIGHTS 

IN OUT OF THE FOG! 


TRULY GREAT THRILL COMING 
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Littlewoods Syndicate Makes Bid 
For Maxwell's British Holdings 


London, May 20. 


New bidders dickering for the 
purchase of the late John Maxwell’s 
holdings in Associated British Pic- 
tures, British producing and exhibi- 
tor company, are the Littlewoods, 
largest football pool operators here, 
book makers and chain-store opera- 
tors. Bid has been placed in con- 
junction with John Cecil Graham, 
former managing director for Para- 
mount in Great Britain. In the pro- 
motion also are the Buxton Broth- 
ers, owners of a chain of cinemas in 
North England with headquarters at 
Manchester. 


The arnount requrrea to close the 
deal is $1,344,000 plus a large pro- 
portion of the $2,400,000 due the gov- 
ernment for death duties on the 
Maxwell estate. Late last month the 
trustees of the Maxwell estate re- 
jected a purported offer of nearly 
$4,000,000, inciuding the $2,400,000 
due the government. The deal would 
have given the Odeon theatre cir- 
cuit some 400 additional theatres. 


No explanation was made as to 
why the new bid for Maxwell hold- 
ings had declined in price within less 
than a month’s time. But in trade 
circles it was attributed to the in- 
tensification of Nazi bombing and 
increased damage suffered by thea- 
tres. 














| Jock Whitney 


striving to work out a formula so 
that part of some $37,000,090, likely 
frozen on the British Isles at the end 
of next October, can be remitted to 
the U. S. Now believed thet some 
arrangement for buying up British- 
owned properties in this country in 
exchange for dollar remittances to 
the U. S. may be adopted. 


George Archibald, United Artists 
manager in England, attending the 
session, reported latest developments 
in Great Britain as they effect Amer- 
ican distributors. Carlos Moore, U. 
A. manager for India, sized up the 
situation in that market for the for- 
eign managers. 


J. E. Perkins, Paramount’s mana- 
ger in the Far East, outlined proba- 
bilities in Japan since U. S. film 
company foreign chiefs are inter- 
ested in getting money out of that 
market on film distributed over a 
period of several years. 

Mrs. Garrett’s Air Spiels 

Mrs. Maria M. Garrett, president 
of the Pan-American Press Club, 
spoke twice on the radio within the 
past week. She was interviewed 








Monday (19) on the Pan-American | 


Homemakers’ series on WMCA. Last 
Friday she was interviewed in Span- 
ish on the NBC shortwave program 
directed to the Latin Americas, ex- 
plaining recent developments in 
Hollywood and work being done by 
Latin American players. 

Mrs. Garrett is a publicity writer 
on Warner Bros, foreign publicity 
ad staff. 





vv 


SCHLESS’ SWING 


WB Foreign Sales Chief in 0.O. 
of Latin Belt 








Robert Schless, Warner Bros. for- 
eign sales chief, is due in New York 
next Friday. (23) from Panama and 
a swing through most of the Latin- 
American territory. It was the 
initial inspection tour of Schless, 
who made the trip by easy stages 
consuming around three months. 


Warner Bros. foreign chief went 
to Mexico City first but returned to 
N.Y. before setting out for the re- 
mainder of the Central and South 
American territory. Schless likely 
will go to the Coast for huddles on 
new product soon after his return. 


High Prod. Costs 
Affect London 
Legit Musicals 


London, May 1. 

Looks like new musical shows will 
become a rarity in the West-End and 
provinces, and it’s not entirely due 
to shortage of talent. Biggest head- 
ache to producers now is cost of pro- 
duction, which has skyrocketed. 

Instance is ‘Black Vanities,’ the 
new George Black show at Victoria 
Palace, where costumes cost around 
$120 each. A year ago they did not 
exceed $65. Frances Dfy’s dresses 
jumped from $300 to $500, and this 
despite Black having had the ma- 
terial in stock. 

Entire production cost over $80,- 
000, whereas a year ago it wouldn’t 
have exceeded $48,000. This is one 
of the main reasons why Tom Ar- 
nold and Harry Foster have turned 


down ‘Lady Behave,’ the new Stan- 
ley Lupino musical, although they 
were given first chance to produce 




















| Mexican Fair 


Continued from page l= 








ed upon to advance Mexico’s eco- 
nomic recovery. 
to be given much attention. 

Site for the fair grounds, a tract 
of 12 acres, has been selected at the 
entrance to the city. Conditioning 
work, including the laying out of 
typically Mexican gardens and an 
elaborate illumination system, is to 
Start soon. 
000,000 (Mex) ($2,400,000) is to be 
made in this work and in the erec- 
tion of Mexican pavilions, etc. An- 
other $10,000,000 (Mex) ($2,000,000) 
is to be spent for the establishment 
of pavilions and other show places 
by the foreign exhibitors. 

Special concessions will be granted 
Mexican and foreign amusement en- 
terprises and individual performers 
for the fair. The government lays 
great stress on these attractions and 


looks to the exposition to boom 
tourist trade. 





Fire Destroys Cafe 
: Mexico City, May 20. 
Fire caused by a short circuit de- 
stroyed the Sevilla cabaret and an 
adjoining jewelry and fruit store at 
Monterey, eastern Texas border in- 
dustrial center, with a combined loss 
of $60,000 (Mex.) ($12,000 U. S.). 
A woman end two children were 
Slightly hurt. 


Show business is | 


An investment of $12,- | 


it. Jack Hylton and William Mollison 
are doing it instead. 


Equity K.0.s 


____—_— (ontinued from page 2—— 














teurs were informed that they would 
be denied admission to eny of the 
talent unions if they continued in 
shows promoted by lurid heralds and 
other raw advertising. 

In addition to the warning given 
the players, the producers 
house managers were told that the 
theatres had been placed on the un- 
| fair list. That meent that Equity 
was ready to order its members not 
| to appear in houses involved and, 
as some spots book road attrac- 





| tions roperties would be af- ‘ 
a oe / |turns actor in Strand Films’ briefie, | 


| fected. 


It was the first time Equity made 
such a move and it was realized thet 
the association might be forced into 
possible costly legal proceedings. 
SAG first called attention to the 


a wave of censorship would result. 
Local authorities helped to bring 


the offending showmen in line. One | 


wes fined and given a jail sentance 
of 80 days, other arrests also being 
| made. 





L. A. Cops Lay Off Pix 
Los Angeles, May 20. 
Police board tossed out the pro- 
posed censorship plan for motion 


pictures and endorsed a new ordi- | 


nance calling for control of stage 
shows. Testimony by representatives 
of major studios and theatre chains 
at the final meeting of the board 
was that there was no ground for 
complaint about lewdness in pic- 
tures. 

New ordinance, recommended for 
control of stage shows, is designed 
to operate like the present restric- 
tion on the 315 cabarets, under li- 
censing power of the police commis- 
sion, which has the right to suspend 
or revoke licenses because of offen- 
sive shows, 





and | 


situation and issued a warning that | 


Pix Make Good 


Mexico City, May 20. 

Proof of the popularity of pic- 
tures in Mexico is the fact that 
during the past 10 years, 95% 
of the stage theatres in this 
country have been converted 
into cinemas. 

But, hold some exhibitors, if 
there are eny more filmers there 
is likely to be an acute film 
depression. 


JOHN NATHAN’S 
- LATIN REPORT 


John Nathan, Paramount’s man- 
ager in Argentine, arrived in New 
York Monday (19) for home office 
huddles with John W. Hicks, Jr., 
foreign sales chief. 


Nathan is expected to give a first- 
hand summary of the new tex situa- 
tion in the Argentines. He also will 
bring with him a fairly comprehen- 
sive picture of 
Latin-Americans to the current in- 
dustry goodwill efforts. 


Nathan told Variety yesterday 
(Tuesday) that Argentine produc- 
tion is greater this year than 1940, 
about 50 features being projected 
against 40 last season. Despite this 
increase, he seid American pictures 
take up approximately 90% of thea- 
tre playing time. 

Charles Boyer was named by the 
Paramount manager as the favorite 
among ‘foreign’ stars, with Hugo 
Belcerril, Libertad Lamarque and 
Pepe Arias the most popular Latin- 
American players with Argentine 
audiences. 























‘Backstreet’ Strong 
$3,700 in Havana 


Havana, May 13. 
Generally, film grosses were high- 
er this week, with the America still 
leading with ‘Back Street,’ which 
grosses $3,700 in four dzys, a new 
Havana high this year. . 
Other Estimates 


Fausto, ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
(20th), $1,950, medium. 

Encanto, ‘Escape’ (M-G), 
very good. 

Radio Cine, ‘Thief of 
(UA), $2,300, okay. 

America, ‘Charlie McCarthy, De- 
tective’ (3 days), $450, poor; ‘Back 
Street’ (U) (4 days), $3,700, strong. 

Payret, ‘E] Gavilan’ (Mex), $2,000, 
fine for Latin pic. 

Nacional, ‘El Secreto de Socer- 
dote’ (Mex), $1,600, o.k. 


In London Studios 


London, May 1. 
‘49th Parallel’ came off the floor 
this week and is now getting final 
editing. Understanding is Michael 
' Powell picture is being dickered for 
by Columbia. Film has been in pro- 
| duction since June last, when Powell 


$3,200, 





Bagdad’ 








| took his first unit to Canada for ex- | 


| teriors. 





Bruce Belfrage, BBC news spieler, 
|*War Front.’ He has role of a news 
editor. 

Marjorie Fielding and Edward 
Chapman teamed for a comedy short 
with Tommy Trinder. 

Frederick Burtwell 
Warners’ 
ever,’ starring Ann Dvorak. Harry 
McElhone signed to supervise con- 
struction on replica of his Harry’s 
| Bar in old Paris, where story of the 
film is localed. 


spotted into 





Phyllis Stanley signed for a sup- 
port part in ‘Jeannie,’ first feature 
for Marcel Hellman and his newly 
launched Tansa Productions. 

Gainsboro’s “I Thank You’ will use 
three tunes by Noel Gay. Felix Ayl- 
mer was this week added to the cast, 
playing a show producer. 





Maisie Gay, star performer in mu- 
sical comedy of World War I period, 
now permanently bedded with ar- 
thritis. She’s recorded a series for 
BBC which will air her impression 
of life. Waxing was carried out at 
her cottage, ‘The Whirligig,’ place 
named after the Palace theatre show 
of 1919. 





the reaction by, 


‘You Can’t Escape For- | 


WB-Hoyts Schism 


in Australia 


Renews Talk of Buying Into Local 
Theatre Chain or Making Pix There 





DEPORTED IN FRAUD 





Fake Mex Bookings 





Mexico City, May 20. 

Max Farley, a Filipino but a 
| naturelized American, who, a gov- 
' ernment statement said, defrauded 
various theatrical and sporting im- 
presarios here by representing him- 
self to be a stunt man, then collect- 
ing advance coin, was deported. 


and sports centers here, but failed 
to keep his dates though he kept all 
of the advance coin he collected on 
the pacts. 


Fresh Ad Curbs, 
Boothmen Draft 
Hit Brit. Fil 


London, May 1. 


Along with other Governmental 
disturbances of the exhibitor peace, 
this week included a further cut in 
advertising matter as all paper sup- 
plies were reduced by 15% of the 
normal figure. Publicity depart- 
ments are plenty disturbed by the 
new rationing order, but can see 
no way out of the fog. This is third 
cut in display advertising. 

Dropping of projectionists from 
the Draft reserved list, as of June/ 
July, has exhibs worried. Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. is seek- 
ing a confab with the Ministry of 
Labor, hoping to gain time and a 
successful okay of a minimum list 
of key men who must be retained 
if cinemas are to operate full-scale. 
Despite the cry of widespread clos- 
ings unless this can be effected, it’s 
not in the cards that the Government 
will grant a full release to all pro- 





workers will be released from mu- 
nition and industrial draft for train- 
ing in projection, with a supply of 
men held over to do the necessary 
| schooling. 

| Female projectionists were already 
| being taken on by cinemas, but 
waltzed from the job when Govern- 
ment’s bid for women workers held 
promise of increased pay. Position 
is a tough one for exhibs, who can 





the 16-18 year old juniors. By the 
time these are trained and at an age 
when authorities permit their work- 
|ing in a booth alone, the military 
| draft steps in with first call. 








| 
| Major Bowes 


Continued from page |e 


Nov. 19, 1922, billed as Roxy’s Gang. 
It remained thus until July 25, 1925, 
| when Roxy moved over to the house 
bearing his name on Seventh ave- 
|nue. Bowes then renamed the show 

‘Major Bowes’ Capitol Family’ and 
| it stuck on the NBC network until 
around four years ago, when Bowes’ 
Amateurs, commercial for Chrysler, 
moved over to CBS and Bowes also 
|moved the Sunday morning broad- 
cast. 

Recently Bowes has been broad- 
icasting from his home at Engle- 
| wood, N. J., where he ‘overlooks 
the broad Atlantic ocean,’ synchron- 
izing with the performers in the 
CBS studio. Sustainer cost the the- 
atre around $1,000 a week for tal- 
ent and had a wide listening audi- 
ence. 











| 


the Capitol and opened it in 1919, 
retains a town apartment in the 
theatre building, as does Kendall. 
It’s stated that Bowes is dropping 


afford himself and staff weekend va- 
cations. Since Loew’s purchased 
50% of the house, guaranteeing the 
Bowes’ activities as the theatre’s 
tailed, actual operation being in the 
hands of C. C. Moskowitz and Jo- 
seph R. Vogel, Loew’s top theatre 
execs, with Herman Landwehr han- 
dling actual direction. 





Filipino Collected Advance Coin On 


Farley, it was said, signed con- | 
trects to appear in various theatres | 


jectionists, Likelihood is that female | 


no longer count on the services of | 


the Sunday broadcasts in order to. 


Capitol a large rental yearly, Major | 


managing director were greatly cur- | 


+> —- ————_ -— 
> 

{ 

| 

| 


Sydney, May 20. 

Washup of Warner Bros.’ contract 
with Hoyts circuit is expected to see 
| the former seek an outlet with an 
independent chain and possibly a 
financial hook as a means of assur- 
ing product outlet. Warner execu- 
tives are reported planning a visit 
here to look over the situation, with 
Robert Schless, foreign sales chief, 
likely to make the trip. 


Certain American — distributors 
would not mind unloading part of 
their frozen coin, it is reported, into 
some recognized theatre circuit if 
given the opportunity as a means of 
| easing out of the present monetary 
| freeze. Either that or they might go 
into local production if granted coin 
' takeaway rights in return. 





Doubted in “cw York 
Any extensive film production in 
Australia even as a meons of un- 


freezing additional money is re- 
gerded as highly iiaprobable by 
many foreign manc:crs in New 


York. Majority of them believe such 
production would h-ve to be for 
Aussie distribution e::clucively. Logic 
of this is doubted yporticularly in 
view of the likelihood that coin ob- 
toined in distributing such films 
would have to remain in toto or part 
in s\ustralia. 

The only feasible Anzac produc- 
tion by American companies would 
ke to make features on a large-scale 
and with Hollywood personalities so 
they would be suited for the U. S. or 
whole world market. Few N. Y. ex- 
ecutives believe such big-scale pro- 
duction is possible today because of 
t:e distance to Austral'u and the fact 
that even American stars who could 
be persuaded to work there would 
not agree to such picture commit- 
ments because of the present ban 
aga'nst taking out salaries earned in 
that country. Some _ production 
might build up the aggregate amuunt 
of coin credited to cach U. S. com- 
pany operating in Australia and in 

| this way, greeter amounts might 
conceivably be ava_lable for remit- 
tance to this country. 

But U. S. companies always have 
balked at this production idea in a 
distant land, and under present cir- 
cumstances the chances for Aussie 
producing by American companies 
appear even more remoie. 


CARR, JACKSON DUE 
TO VISIT AMERICA 


London, May 1. 

Understood here that two more 
picture executives from this side will 
follow George Archibe!d, UA head 
here, to U. S. during summer to, 
program lineups and pro- 
duction deals. Archibald arrived in 
N. Y. early this month for home- 
office huddles with Muriay Silver- 





discuss 


svone and Arthur W. Kelly. Visit 
also is a reunion with his young 
evecuated son. Tcecdy Carr, joint 
chief of UA British orzanization, 
will leave for America cn Archi- 
beld’s return. Cerr also has his 
fomily in U. S. 

Lou Jackson, of Anzls-American, 


~"ans to Clipper out in June. Trip 
likely will be ccntrol'cd by the com- 


pletion ‘date of ‘Penn of Pennsyl- 
vania,’ British Natiorcl feature, and 
Leslie Howard's nrocucer-actor-di- 
rector film, ‘Pim»-rnel Smith.’ 
Jackson’s outfit will h7rd'e distribu- 
tion. Company already has two 


pictures ready for distribution in U. 
S., ‘This England’ and ‘Love On the 
Dole,’ prints of which the Anglo- 
, American chief will take along. 


Bowes who, with Kendall, built | 





| UA Confirms Balcon 


United Artists yesterday (Tues- 
day) officially confirmed Vanrtery’s 
cable of two weeks ago that it would 
distribute the product of the Ealing 
Studios in England. Walter Gould, 
UA foreign chief, declared the com- 
' pany would handle six to eight pic- 
tures yearly made by Michael Balcon 
at the English studio. 

First two are already under way. 
They are George Formby’s ‘It’s 
| Turned Out Nice Again’ and a story 
| of the RAF, ‘Ships With Wings.’ 
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BLOOD AND SAND 


(With Songs) 
(TECHNICOLOR) 
Hollywood, May 20. 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. 
production; associate producer, Robert T. 
Kane. Stars Tyrone Power; features Linda 
Darnell, Rita Hayworth. Directed by 
Rouben Mamoulian. Screenplay, Jo Swerl- 


Zanuck | 


She Knew All the Answers 


Hollywood, May 15. 


Columbia release of Charles R. Rogers 


production. Stars Joan Bennett, Fran- 
| chot Tone; features John Hubbard, Eve 
Arden, William Tracy, Pierre Watkin. Di- 
rected by Richard Wallace Screenplay 
by Harry Segall, Kenneth Earl, Curtis 
Kenyon, based on story by Jane Allen; 
camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Gene Hav- 
lick; Asst. director, Norman Deming. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, May 14, 
"41. Running time, 84 MINS. 
tt SPUN. cckvedcehenceve Joan Bennett 
DE “UENO og. ote ee Franchot Tone | 
Randy Bradford............ John Hubbard 
ee he ee Eve Arden 
OPE ae ee en William Tracy 
George Wharton............ Pierre Watkin 
Elaine Wingate............/ Almira Sessions 
eB TR A eee ey Thurston Hall 
NE shcindendacdcavsdeaeeubae Grady Sutton 
Lightly-textured romantic farce 


with unsophisticated material aimed 
at general audiences, ‘She Knew All 
the Answers’ will provide moderate 
entertainment in the regular runs 
for nominal biz. Marquee voltage 
of Joan Bennett arid Franchot Tone 


'may dictate key bookings in the first 


ing; based on novel by Blasco Vicente 
Ibanez; camera, Ernest Palmer and Ray 
Rennahan; editor, Robert Bischoff; techni- 
color director, Natalie Kalmus. Previewed 
at Four Star, L. A., May 19, ‘41. Running 
time, 123 MINS. 

DO, occ vanpadesnadee soeeeessTYFONe Power 
Carmen Espinosa............Linda Darnell 
eee Rear. eeceeses- Rita Hayworth 
Senora AugustiasS....ee.see-. ....Nazimova 
Manolo de Palma...eeos.../ Anthony Quinn 
Garabato.....eceer eeeeseeed. Carroll Naish 
Nactonal..... o06e0eeenee -»-John Carradine 
Encarnacion....eeeee> eebhekdnes Lynn Bari | 
Natalio CUPro. .cccccccsccseces Laird Cregar 
Guitarist....... epeasceeoetecs Vicente Gomez 
Antonio Lopez........+6. William Montague 
Captain Pierre Lauren......George Reeves 
Don Jose AlvareZ........; Pedro de Cordoba 
Pedro Espinosa.........Fortunio Bonanova 
Priest...ccccesere coeccceccccces Victor Kilian 
La Pulga....s eoccccccceesss- Michael Morris 
Pablo Gomez...... escceees- Charles Stevens 
Carmen (as child).. 


Se ee Ann Todd 
--Cora Sue Collins 


Encarnacion (as child). - 

Ibanez’s novel of the bullfighting 
arena, which served as a Valentino 
starrer back in 1922, gets a second 
picturization via talkers in a Darryl 
Zanuck presentation of elaborate 
production and colorful mounting. 
Production investiture, combined 
with the marquee voltage of Tyrone 
Power in the top spot, assures top- 
flight grosses as solo or headline at- 
traction and holdover potentialities 
for the key runs. 

‘Blood and Sand’ is associated in 
the memories of theatre-goers as a 
hot and decidedly sexy piece of mer- 
chandise, chiefly because of Valen- 


Age places 
glamour on the subject in this re- 
spect, as the revival follows the 
original as a straight drama of the 
bullfight ring with a love triangle as 
main motivation. Divested of its 
colorful setting, the story is one of 
youthful romance and 
with the siren injecting herself to 
upset the proceedings when the mat- 
ador becomes the toast of the coun- 
try. There’s a final reconciliation of 
the married couple at the end. 
Twentieth-Fox has provided a 
splendid cast and plenty of negative 
cost in putting the tale across. Es- 
pecially effective are the bullfight 
arena sequences, which disclose ex- 
ceptional camera angles and inter- 
cutting of shots of crowds at arena 
in Mexico City with studio shots. 
All the passes and swirls in bullfight- 


ing are vividly depicted, and still | 
there is no actual thrust of 


sword 
for picture audiences. 


Picture consumes 30 minutes in a! 


prolog to establish characters 10 
years before the main portion of the 
story. Power is a peon kid in Seville, 
son of a bullfighter killed in the ring, 
decidedly illiterate, and with a pas- 


Sion for bullfighting. He has an 
adolescent love for Linda Darneil, 


and finally runs off to Madrid with 
a bunch of his pals. Ten years later, 
as a minor league matador, he re- 
turns to Seville, marries Miss Dar- 
nell and goes on to become the most 
famous and widely acclaimed mata- 
dor of the time. Surrounded by 
leeches, Power is continually in debt, 
but happy with his wife until fasci- 
nated by sexy Rita Hayworth, so- 
Cialite flame. Affair with the latter 
deflects his work in the ring, and he 
falls from public favor. Wife leaves 
him, but returns for his comeback 
trial after he splits with Miss Hay- 
worth. Brilliant success in ring is 
dimmed by an accident after public 
acclaim, in which he is killed. While 
on his deathbed, Anthony Quinn is 
acclaimed the new hero of the 
crowds. 

Power delivers a persuasive per- 
formance as Ibanez’s hero while 
Miss Darnell is pretty and naive as 
the young wife. Miss Hayworth is 
excellent as the vamp, originally 
handled by Nita Naldi, and will 
catch major audience attention on a 


par with Nazimova, who gives a 
corking performance as_ Power’s 
mother. John Carradine, Anthony 


Quinn, Laird Cregar and Lynn Bari 
are the most prominent in support. 
Monty Banks, who has been pro- 
ducing Gracie Fields’ pictures in 
England the past several years, re- 
turns to Hollywood acting in semi- 
comedic role to good advantage 
using the film name of William 
Montague). 

Several Spanish songs are in- 
cluded, one by Miss Hayworth when 
pitching romance to Power. A 
guitar solo by Vicente Gomez is a 
musical treat, despite its brevity. 


Outside of the principals, and de- 


Spite the lengthy running time, 
there’s little footage for clear-cut 


definition of the supporting charac- 
ters, and all remain rather sketchy 
components of the whole. Most 
rominent are Naish and Carradine, 
oth of whom use Hemingwayesque 
dialog in their outbursts against the 
bullring addicts. Picture has been 
provided with lavish production 
mounting greatly enhanced by Tech- 
nicolor photography which carries 
lesser contrast than recent color pic- 
tures and more natural tints. setae 
ait. 


runs, but picture will hold up best 
in the subsequent and family houses. 

It has several episodes of hilarity 
—also a_ standoff number of se- 


| quences that just roll along without 


much interest. But the laugh mo- 
ments more than balance the dull 


spots to make for acceptance of the | 


overall entertainment content. 

Jane Allen’s tale concerns a 
chorine who is prevented from mar- 
rying millionaire playboy John Hub- 
bard by latter’s conservative broker 
uncle and guardian, Franchot Tone. 


, Pitching for the coin that would go 


with a favorable marriage, Joan 
Bennett forces herself into a job in 
the Wall Street brokerage office, and 
naturally winds up in love with the 
uncle. The playboy conveniently 
steps aside for romantic freelancing, 
and everybody's happy. 

There’s little variation to the un- 


‘ | foldi f ili i- 
tino’s silent version two decades ago. | ee or B Teer Sey, Oe oe 


an oOver-emphasis of! 


rector Richard Wallace has man- 
aged to inject several laugh se- 
quences that carry along the obvious 
formula. Miss Bennett’s eye-exer- 


_cise instructions for Tone, for pur- 


the 
at the kill to provide goriness | 


pose of discarding his glasses, pro- 








vides top comedy moments in the | 


two best laugh sequences of the pic- 


As the staid and conservative 
broker, Tone displays excellent tal- 
ent along farcical lines—which will 
be tabbed by producers for future 
assignments. Miss Bennett is beau- 
teous as the showgirl, providing a 
standard performance. John Hub- 
bard displays plenty of personality 


marriage, | tre. 


as the playboy, while Eve Arden 
catches attention as the showgirl 
blonde. Young William Tracy util- 


izes a pip-squeak voice to advantage 
as the office boy, while Almira Ses- 
sions deadpans successfully as a pri- 
vate secretary. Walt. 


SUNNY 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, May 17. 








RKO release of Herbert Wilcox produc- 

tion, directed = by Wilcox Stars Anna 
Neagle; features Ray Bolger, John Car- 
roll, Edward Everett Horton Screenplay 
by Sig Herzig, from musical comedy by 
Otto Harbach and Os Hammerstein II 
mus by Jerome Kern; camera, Russell 
Metty; editor, Elmo Williams; special ef- 
fects by Vernon L Walker; Asst direc 
tor, Kenneth Holmes; musical direction 
by Anthony Collins; ararngements, Collins 
and Gene Rose Previewed at Academy) 
Inglewood, May 16, ‘4l. Running time, 
97 MINS. 
Sunny Sullivan......cccecceccss Anna Neag]! 
Bunny Billings......ccccvececs Ray Bolget 
Larry Warren... John Carroll 
Henry Bate ..ERdward Everett Horton 
Juliet Runnymede ‘ Grace Hartman 
ee ee Paul Hartman 
Elizabeth Warren..........Frieda Ine 

Aunt Barbat 
Maj. Montgor 
MUSEING..cccccccs 
BROPOPCO?r. 66 6548s 





Queens of He 


‘Sunny’ is the third successive pic- 


turization of a musical comedy by 
the English team of producer-direc- 


tor Herbert Wilcox and star Anna 
Neagle. Book of the original stage 


piece which starred Marilyn Miller 
in the °’20s, and which was trans- 
ferred to the screen by Warners 10 
years ago, gets a major revamping to 
build up the slight story structure 
of the musical comedy to conform 
with present requirements of 
ture audiences. But it’s still a typi- 
cal operetta Cinderella tale with the 
music of the original serving, on the 


pic- 


whole, for the background orches- 
tral accompaniment, rather than as 
spotlighted songs delivered by the 
principals. Picture may hit bette 
than nominal biz in metropolitan 
keys where audiences still remem- 
beer the original stage comedy, but 
it’s a mild attraction for the gen- 
eral runs and needs support hypo 


to carry through as dual billtopper. 

Despite the limitations imposed on 
producer-director Wilcox by trans- 
ference of lightly-moulded musical 
comedy plot for picture require- 
ments, he gets the maximum out of 
the dancing abilities of Ray Bolger, 
who scores in three solo routines 
and teams up with Miss Neagle for 
a pair of numbers. Wilcox still re- 
tains a portion of English directing 
technique in holding too long on 
several scenes, where deft cutting 
would have helped considerably to 
speed up proceedings. 

The Cinderella adventures of 
‘Sunny’ are set in New Orleans dur- 
ing Mardi Gras festivities. Miss 
Neagle is the star of a streamlined 
circus. She meets, falls in love and 
becomes engaged to John Carroll, 
heir to an avto fortune. Ditching 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Blood and Sand’ (WB). Tip- 
top Technicolor filmization of old 
Valentino starrer a cinch for big 
grosses. 

‘She Knew All the Answers’ 
(Col). Joan Bennett and Fran- 
chot Tone in mildly entertaining 
romantic farce-comedy. 

‘Sunny’ (RKO). Lavish re- 
make of musical comedy augurs 
only nominal biz for key runs. 

‘The Big Boss’ (Col). Passable 
Class B meller about a crusad- 
ing governor who busts a cor- 
rupt political machine. 

‘Too Many Blondes’ (U). Too 
little entertainment for other 
than secondary fillter bookings. 
Stars Rudy Vallee. 

‘Under Age’ (Col). Expose of 
tourist camp racket, with em- 


phasis on ‘sweater girl’ host- 
esses. Good ‘B’ dualer. 
‘A Shot in the Dark’ (WB). 


Strong gangster whodunit with 
William Lundigan, Ricardo Cor- 
tex, Regis Toomey. 

‘Lady From Louisiana’ (Rep). 
A top-bracketer that falls short 
of justifying the epparent ex- 
pense it represents. 

‘The Gay Vagabond’ (Rep). 
Moderately entertaining for sub- 
urban audiences in this family- 
type comedy. 

‘Sheriff of Tombstone’ (Rep). 
Fair western starring Roy Rog- 
ers. Runs only 54 minutes. 

‘Pirates On Horseback’ (Par) 
Hopalong Cassidy rides again in 
standard action western. 

‘Tumbledown Ranch in Ari- 


zona’ (Mono). Above average 
Range Buster western’ with 
songs. Nice b.o. expectancy. 


‘Volga Volga’ (Artkino). Fairly 
entertaining musical comedy, 
from the Soviet. 








the circus, she accompanies him to 
the family mansion to meet the rela- 
tives, especially gruff and eccentric 
auntie, Helen Westley. Wedding 
ceremony is blown up by premature 
arrival and celebration of the bride’s 
circus friends. There’s a brief bat- 


tle of words and the ceremony offed. | 
Sunny rejoins the circus but Car- | 


roll soon follows for the inevitable 
reunion. 


More important than Miss Neagle’s 
standard performance in the title 
spot is the sterling performance of 
John Carroll, who gayly romps 
through as the young millionaire. 
Carroll’s general camera poise and 
lightness gives a new slant on his 
film abilities. Ray Bolger’s dance 
specialties are big time, and do much 
to lift entertainment factors. 

The Hartmans—Grace and Paul— 
carry their share of the light com- 
edy, and wind up in an eccentric 
dance. Edward Everett Horton is the 
flustery family lawyer; Helen: West- 
ley clicks as the stern aunt and head 
of the socialite family; with Benny 
Rubin, Frieda Inescort and Muggins 
Davies most prominent in the com- 
pact supporting cast. 

As in his film treatment of ‘No, 
No, Nanette,’ Wilcox used the hit 
tunes of the musical comedy mainly 
for background music purposes, with 
‘Who”’ getting most of the attention. 
Latter tune is sung briefly by Miss 
Neagle and Carroll, also a brief por- 
tion of ‘Do You Love Me?’ while 
Carroll sings the chorus of ‘Sunny’ 
in one spot. 

icture opens with an extended 
program of the streamlined circus 
with specialties including a Ray Bol- 
ger dance; Paul Hartman working 
comedy magic in the audience, and 
Miss Neagle making her entrance on 
the white horse associated with 
‘Sunny’; and then a dance duo by 
Hartman and Miss Neagle. This per- 
formance consumes nearly 20 min- 
utes of running time before being 
shunted aside for the story to get 
under way—but there’s sufficient en- 
tertainment in the footage consumed, 
especially the Bolger dancing 

Wilcox has provided the picture 
with lavish production, which can be 
ly tabbed visuafly during the un- 
reeling Camera work of Russell 
Metty is excellent throughout, and 


Vernon Walker comes through with 


€a 


a high standard in special photog- 
raphic effect Orchestral arrange- 
ments by Anthony Collins and Gene 


of the show, 
Walt. 


Rose, utilizing the music 
are noteworthy. 


THE BIG BOSS 











Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production Features Otto Kruger, Gloria 
Dicksor John Litel Don Heddoe Di- 
rected by Charles Barton Origipal screen- 
play, Howard J. Green; camera, Benjamin 
Kline; editor, Viola Lawrence At Rialto, 
N.Y May 17, ‘41 tunning time, 70 
MINS. 

Jim Maloney.. , rr Otto Kruger 
MINN ci eeceeevesr ened Gloria Dickson 
Bob Dugan......c.cscesscccces John Litel 
CHE Randall... cccosevesscsenos Don Beddoe 
George Fellows. ..6--ccoscces Robert Fiske 
Bemator Wiitais...osecscscces George Lessey 
co” Terre ee ey cre. ee .-.Jdoe Conti 
Rather commonplace _ story is 


given credibility and dignity by the 
direction and performances in ‘The 
Big Boss,’ a modest, but satisfactory 
Class B melodram for lower-dual- 


| 

ing. Picture suffers from lack of 
marquee names and won't get sock 
,reviews or word-of-mouth plugging. 
However, it’s a moderately enter- 
taining filler, which is obviously all 
that was intended. 

Story is of a couple of orphan 
brothers who are separated in child- 
hood and meet again as grown men, 
one as crusading reform governor 
and the other, under a changed 
name, as the crooked political boss 
of the state. The ‘Big Boss’ knows 


the governor as his brother, but 
isn’t recognized in return. Inca 
comparatively trite series of inci- 
dents and circumstances, the two 


men inevitably come to grips and, 
of course, the governor ultimately 
recognizes his long-strayed brother. 
| Naturally, law and order triumphs. 
| Film is directed and: played with 
{admirable reticence and,  conse- 
fag with persuasive force. If 
‘there are few surprises and few 
{tense moments, there are none of 
‘the ridiculously hoke-laden scenes 
usual in Class B mellers. Picture 
| has steady pace and a reasonable 
|}climax. Otto Kruger is convincingly 
|casual as the blandly cynical po- 
| litical boss, while John Litel is 
‘rightly direct and even has the 
| proper touch of pompousness as the 
governor. Gloria Dickson is much 
;too attractive to be a newspaper- 
|; woman, but her performance is skill- 
iful, sincere and, when the part al- 
jlows, moving. Don Beddoe’s play- 
ing of an illusionless reporter is ex- 
pert. Hobe. 


TOO MANY BLONDES 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, May 14. 


Universal release of Joseph G. Sanford 
production. Stars Rudy Vallee, Helen Par- 
rish; features Lon Chaney, Jr., Jerome 
Cowan, Shemp Howard, Iris Adrian, Eddie 
Quillan. Directed by Thornton Freeland. 
Screenplay by Maxwell Shane, Louis 
Kaye; original by Shane; camera, Milton 
| Krasner; editor, Bernard W. Burton; songs, 
Milton Rosen, Everett Carter. Previewed 
at Alexander, Glefidal®, May 13, ’41. Run- 
ning time, 60 MINS, 








h 


Lt Pe eeP eT TePyeeorreyr tren ge/. 
pr ceseeseeeessHel@n Parrish 
PEARVIR + ce esoscesoseevee +.+Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Ted. 62. OFEaeee¥ 055650705604 08 Jerome Cowan 
MBRBOP 6 cewsso's 8aseecereen Shemp Howard 
TEDPTOIED . 0.066046 6 0000 54560b0eb eas Tris Adrian 
i: eee sveews se¥eoeneewe Eddie Quillan 
WONG so nb65.6.0 60 0 8000000 be Irving Bacon 
BRIO. 65:0.95.050 0000 C0020 te eRe Jeanne Kelly 
GAPVANZA..--..cscccccsseveccesk aco Moreno 
Elevator Operator........+e.6. Gus Schilling 
OPO ics caeugn sake +raissenxe Dorothy Lee 
DARCSTS. .ccceces Carmela and Jose Cansino 
ee OEP norte reer Dinorah Rego 


Humberto Herpera and Orchestra 





This is a B programmer from the 
Universal line that sputters and 
stutters due to inadequacies in both 
the story and script. Nothing direc- 
tion nor cast can do about it—the 
basic material just isn’t there. Pic- 
ture is minor league entertainment 
that will be picked up for lower- 
bracket filler dates in the secondary 
duals. 

Even broadly slapstick antics of Ed- 
die Quillan and Shemp Howard are 
dragged in to catch the few laughs 
resident in the picture. Three songs 
by Milton Rosen and Everett Carter 
are above standard but wasted here. 

Story has Rudy Vallee and Helen 
Parrish a newlywed radio team that 
splits up when the wife cannot un- 
derstand the affections of vaudeville 
blonde for her spouse. Too obvious 
prodding of Jerome Cowan results in 
Miss Parrish starting a divorce ac- 
tion. Tale then wends a weary path 
until wife goes to Mexico to get a 
quick untying, and it all winds up in 
a reunion and a fat radio contract 
for the couple. 

Thornton Freeland, directing hi: 
first picture in Hollywood after a 
long absence in England, is able to 
inject a few laughs despite the in- 
adequate material provided in the 
script. Vallee is best when crooning 
the songs, while role handed Miss 
Parrish is nothing to get excited 
about. Cowan is the too-apparent 
villain of the proceedings, while Iris 
Adrian clicks as the siren. Ele- 
mental comedy moments are pro- 
vided by Shemp Howard as a hotel 
manager, and Eddie Quillan, a one- 
man band who periodically sticks his 
leg through the drumhead. 


When ‘Too Many Blondes’ is of- 
fered for bookings, the exhibs will 
be looking at brunets and redheads 

Walt. 

( um} rele e of Ralph Cohn pr 

T I t res N T ire¢ \ Alar B ¥ 
M I I I Neal Leona M 
8) } | Dmyvtrvyk r 

i e] D Andr s fron até 
~ R ‘ i, John Stume ed- 

( Richard Fantl. At Gentral, N.Y 
week May 17, ‘41, dualed. Running tim: 
59 MINS. 

Same EAMG «15 craacecnees eovseese- wan Grey 
mae. mee. 5. ¢ cwscnndosabenene Tom Nea! 
ene DG. co vecwncttese ».-Mary Anders 

Tap BANG. oo... 69cerevess Alan Baxter 
i ey. eee Ae eseoess Leona Mariclk 
RRUORe WOsSG., sev aee% eevece Don PBeddoe 
Lsly PICtCCHOPr. si cccesses «»e»Yolande Mollot 
CTOOIN i650 20000 h¥ en ane eeb es ».-Richard Terry 
Rhoda..... Jess exe ck bon eee Wilma Francis 
il PEEL EET eeeE ee eooses Fatt! McCarty 
Boots eUbRersivsedendé sees Billie Roy 
GIAE YS. . cccccsccesscccsscess GWEN Menyon 
BOEMIG oe wenvbsdnescassees bie Barbara Kent 
Se ey eee ee ee ee .».Naney Worth 


Columbia employs an expose of a 
new tourist camp racket as the ex- 
cuse for another gangster yarn with 
‘sweater girls’ cluttering up the yarn. 
‘Under Age’ never makes any pre- 
tense of being anything but a ‘B’ 
film primed for dualers, and as such 
is a fairly neat package. It is not 
over age in some of its implausible 





—_ 
scenes and incidents but never bee 


,comes dull. 
| Presence of so many comely dams 
sels, serving as tourist camp lures 
and hostesses and parading in sweat- 
'ers, makes for attractive lobby dis- 
play with customers not likely to be 
disappointed by the melodramatics 
,and near risque episodes. Hays of- 
fice PCA edict against ‘sweater girls’ 
obviously came out after this film 
was produced, but the MHaysians 
doubtlessly had many troublesome 
moments avoiding the s.a. pitfalls of 
the production. In fact, some of 
the double-meaning appears to have 
covered up by new twists to the 
yarn. 
i able of homeless girls, just out of 
‘ n homes, who are forced to 
work for a bunch of ruthless gang- 
sters operating a chain of crooked 
tourist camps, cafes and barrooms, 
is worked out to prove that such 
criminal operations don’t pay. The 
femmes are used as come-ons to lure 
suckers to the camps where they are 
gypped on drinks, food, poker games 
or hijacked. Theft of $18,000 in 
gems from one New Yorker leads to 
the eventual smashing of the syndi- 
cate. 

‘,an Grey easily tops the feminine 
contingent as a girl who is enticed 
into working at one of the syndi- 
cate’s camps, along with her sister, 
Mary Anderson. Latter is nearly as 
effectual excepting for a phoney 
English accent that creeps into earlier 
scenes. Alan Baxter rates top bill- 
ing for his despicable villain role, 
‘first lieutenant to Madame Burke, 
stern proprietress of the tourist 
| camp operations. Mrs. Burke is 
‘neatly portrayed by Leona Maricle. 
/Yolande Mollot, Wilma Francis and 
Patti McCarthy show up well as 
other hostesses. Tom Neal con- 
|tributes a life-like character as the 
young jewelry firm salesman who 
ultimately brings the syndicate to 
justice. 

Story follows about the same pat- 
tern as other indigent girl yarns 


¢ 


from this studio, with Edward 
Dmytryk’s direction stressing the 
abuse heaped on these luckless 
femmes. Wear. 





A SHOT IN THE DARK 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. release of First National 
production, Features William Lundigan, 
Nan Wynn, Ricardo Cortez, Rezis Toomey, 
Maris Wrixon. Directed by William Mce 
Gann Screenplay by M. Coates Webster, 
from tory by Frederick Nebel; camera, 
James Van Trees: editor, Harold Mce- 
Lernon:; dialog director, Harry Seymour, 
At Strand, Brooklyn, week May 15, “4 
Running time: 56 MINS. 

Peter Kennedy.........++- Willlam Lundigan 
Dixie Waye...ccccscces Races ..Nan Wynn 
Phil Richards........++ w..+-Ricardo Cortez 
Bill Ryder... .scccscossvseses Regis Toomey 
Helen Armstrong.......+--..Maris Wrixon 
Clare Winters... cccccccccees Lucia Carroll 
Roger Armstrong. ..cccces Donald Douglas 
Al Martin... .cccecsossescees Noel Madison 
Schafer. ....cvcsececetesses John Gallaudet 
Naval Off Po ccessceeovs Frank Wilcox 
George Kilpatrich ....tTheodore Von Eltz 
HH ere re rey ..Lee Phelps 
IX iiss seas todeveeses Frank M, Thomas 
Marnattl]..cccoccvescesoseder Emory Parnell 
Cont ..Garrett Craig 
Phot IDRET. cccccecevecsers ..Jack Wise 

Another slick ‘B’ feature to come 

from the Warner lot in recent 


weeks, ‘A Shot in the Dark’ is made 
to order for the exhibitor who's 
been kicking about the low quality 
of programers. Given more marquee 
decoration, added polish and footage 
and this film might have fit into the 


higher brackets as a first-rate draw, 
As it stands, the picture will furnish 
hefty support for the other feature 
while in lesser spots might well take 
over No. 1 position. 

Adroit scripting by M. Coates 
Webster and sparkling direction by 
William McGann lift a _  fairlyg 
familiar story out of the rut. Re 


mainder is a battle for laurels among 
the first four featured players. 
Usual pattern for a murder who- 
dunit bearing a gangster flavor is 
brightened by original twists. 
There’s the ever-present gang leader 
who’s quitting the night club busi- 
ness to marry and settle down. Also 
the old idea of having the ace sleuth 


match wits with a newspaper re- 
porter in solving two baffling slay- 
ins is aptly carried out Sut aside 
from these angles plot follows any- 
thing but the usua] route 

A jealous sweetheart who doesn’t 
want the gangster chief to give up 
h night spot and who’s insanely 
jealous of her femme society rival 
starts off the complications which 
end in the murder of the prospective 
buyer of big town’s leading night 
club. Then when she’s bumped off, 
the mystery develops to give the 


essential amount of baffling aspects 
without becoming too entangled. 
William Lundigan and Regis 
Toomey fight it out for acting honors 
right down to the final scene. For- 
mer makes an affable, quick-witted 


police reporter who’s allergic to 
work. Toomey, as the detective 
chief, chips in with his strongest 
characterization in several years. 


Ricardo Cortez is a suave nitery 
operator trying to quit the business 


despite objections of friends and 
enemies. fae 
Nan Wynn, from the cafes, is im- 


pressive as the night club torcher, 
mainly because of her ability to sing 
several popular tunes. She’s also 
okay in the sweetheart role, with 
the reporter and sleuth vieing for 
her hand. But the real find of the 
picture is Lucia Carroll, as Cortez’s 
jealous sweetie. She has lure and 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Ist Decision in Mpls. on Consent 
Decree Rules Paramount Was Right 


In Withholding Pix From Gillman 











Minneapolis, May 20. 
In the first decision handed down 
in a consent decree arbitration case 


here, the allegedly offending film | 


company, Paramount, emerged vic- 


torious when Phillip J. Mackey, the | 
arbitrator, ruled that it had not re- | 


fused to license its pictures to David 
Gillman, the complainant, for ex- 
hibition in the latter’s Gayety thea- 


tre in the local lower loop, con-— 


trary to the decree’s section 6 pro- 
visions. 

Gillman asked that Paramount be 
directed to sell the Gayety some run 
of its pictures at a fair rental under 
reasonable booking conditions. 

Testimony during the hearing 
brought out that Paramount had de- 
livered some pictures to the Gayety 
under an application, but it turned 
down the deal because Gillman vio- 
lated the application’s terms by re- 
fusing to pick up or pay for higher 
bracketed pictures, by holding over 
a one-day film for two days and for 
showing the pictures with vaudeville 
and advertising them in the news- 
Papers on dual bills. 


Gillman claimed that the $20 av- 
erage price set by Paramount was 
‘exorbitant’ and that he oniy had 
agreed to it in the application be- 
cause he was in great need of prod- 
uct. He also called Paramount’s 
stipulation regarding the playing of 
its pictures with vaudeville and ad- 
vertising them on dual bills consti- 
tuted ‘unreasonable booking condi- 
tions.’ 

The decision is construed as up- 
holding a distributor’s right, under 
the consent decree, to restrict an ex- 
hibitor from showing its pictures 
with vaudeville or advertising them 
in the newspapers as part of dual 
bills, although other theatres in the 
community have been permitted 
these practices. 


Arbitrator Mackey, in dismissing 
the complaint, assessed the filing fee 
against Gillman and the arbitrator’s 
fee in equal portions against each 
party. 


COL'S PAGE BOYS’ PIC 
RILES REP. McLEAN 


Surprise at the attack in Congress 
Monday (19) on ‘Adventure in Wash- 
ington’ was 
(Tuesday) by Columbia execs in 
New York, since there are no prints 
of the film in the east and the pic- 
ture hesn’t even been previewed for 
the press yet. 

Col had no idea as to how Repre- 
sentative Donald S. McLean, New 
Jersey Republican, knew what was 
in the film, although there was no 
denying that his mention of such de- 
tails as a fight by page boys on the 
Senate floor wes accurate. 








McLean, who referred to the film | 
‘Senate Page | 


by its original title, 


+ 
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Sidewalk ‘UA’ 





Sidewalk take - your - picture- 
mister cameramen in Cleveland 
are calling themselves ‘United 
Artists.’ 

They're getting a sharp note 
from O’Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
erty, New York lawyers for the 
film company, which doesn’t care 
to share its name. 


$e 
Greene’s Film Product 
‘Showdown Trip’ To 
N. Y. Distrib Execs 


Minneapolis, May 20. 
Gordon Greene, bankruptcy trus- 
tee and manager of the 4,000-seat 
defunct Minnesota theatre, where 
‘Fantasia’ just concluded a five-week 


roadshow engagement, departs for 
New York to contact major com- 
panies’ sales’ heads relative to prod- 
uct for the house. 

Before resorting to consent decree 
arbitration or going into the federal 
courts, Greene says, he wishes to put 
up te major distributors’ executives 
directly the servicing of the Minne- 
sota theatre. 

The opposition Minnesota Amhus. 
Co. (Paramount-Singer) pool has 
‘had virtually all the major product 
‘sewed up for downtown Minneapolis 
the past several years and when the 





| Garbo’s June 2 Start 


Holly wood, May 20. 

Greta Garbo starts work June 2 
| at Metro in a picture still untitled, 
‘to be directed by George Cukor. 

Snow scenes have been completed 
in the northern California moun- 
tains by a crew under Andrew Mar- 
ton. 











DESPITE MINN. 
LAW 


Minneapolis, May 20. 

United Artists and Warner Bros. 
have interpreted the new Minnesota 
anti-consent decree law as permit- 
ting them to license a single pro- 
ducer’s output even though the out- 
put numbers only one picture. In- 
| terpretation made even though the 
law, on its face value, requires sell- 
ing of a company’s entire season 
product. 

Columbia has taken the same view 
relative to spot bookings. These 
actions agree with the construction 
‘placed on the new law by its spon- 
sors, Northwest Allied. 

Consequently, United Artists is li- 
/censing Charles Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ 
| and Alexander Korda’s ‘That Hamil- 
ton Woman,’ ‘Thief of Bagdad’ hav- 
ing been previously sold. Warner 
Bros. is licensing Frank Capra’s 
; ‘John Doe’ under the law. 








| At the same time, Columbia has 


| spot-booked ‘This Thing Called Love’ 
_into the Esquire, loop independent 
sure-seater. Currently, Columbia 
and Universal are doing unrestricted 
| selling. 

Northwest Allied claims the new 


UA AND WB SELL 


Costly Trans-Pacific Clipper 
Route for War Newsreels to US. 





It’s That Easy 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Betty Miles won the cowgirl 
title at the Saugus Rodeo and 
galloped into Prescott Pictures 
as the femme lead opposite Tom 
Keene in a series of westerns, 
beginning with ‘Wanderers of the 
West.’ 

Shooting started yesterday 
(Mon.) on location at Prescott, 
Ariz., with Robert Hill direct- 
ing. 


June 7 Session of U.S. 
Writers Congress Will 
Emphasize Pix Scribs 


Session on film scrivening, with a 
delegation of Hollywood typewriter- 
pounders attending, will be held at 
the fourth biennial American 
Writers Congress in New York June 
6-8. Committee includes Ring Lard- 
ner, Jr., Fred Rinaldo, Paul Jarrico, 
Robert Lees, Lester Cole, Lester 
Koenig, W. L. Smitter, Michael 
Blankfort, Arnaud d’Ussezu, Frank 
Tuttle, Robert Meltzer, James Gow, 
Harold Salemson and Cedric Bel- 
frage. 

Two papers on films will be read 
at the Congress: ‘The Use of Motion 
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Excessive cost of shipments and 
uncertain arrival of prints is mzking 
coverage on the Nazi sweep through 
Greece the toughest job that Ameri- 
can newsreels have encountered in 
the European war to date. Even 
when newsreel stories are offered to 
British censors in distant Cairo at 
the same time, different U. S. news- 
reels have no assurance they will 
arrive in N. Y. simultaneously. 


The films are shipped to Cairo by 
boat, where they are developed, 
| printed and screened for British cen- 
‘sors who do not realize the competi- 
tion between American newsreels for 
having first relecse on such material. 
The newsreels go by plane from 
Cairo to Australia, then to Manila to 
Honolulu and thence to San Fran- 
| cisco. 

' After traveling three-quarters the 
, way around the world, each U. S. 
newsreel company still is uncertain 
|just what meterial catches which 
| Clipper, or when the films will reach 
San Francisco. This is because no 
| newsreel company controls the ship- 
‘ping facilities. Eastern route, which 
jis much shorter, is avoided because 
{trip would have to be made by boat 
/most of the way, with danger of the 
| Ship going down plus the fact that 
few fast boets are available. 
| In addition to this shipment head- 
ache, it’s estimated that it costs 10 to 
15 times as much to ship by Clipper 
, as via boat. One consolation for the 
| American newsreels on shipping by 





Pictures As Propaganda’ and an/| Clipper this route is that most of the 
‘examination of the cultural role of | trip is made by air freight with a 
the writer in relation to motion pic- considerably lower rate then the air- 
tures, the technological aspects and ; Mail scale of 35¢ per half ounce on 
film writing as a craft.’ , the Atlantic Clipper route. Figured 

Screenwriting session will be held | that each newsreel shipment of one 
at the Hotel Commodore June 7 at , company from N. Y. to London today 


expressed yesterday | 


Minnesota theatre was operated in- Minnesota anti-consent decree law, 
dependently with a vaudfilm policy | which it sponsored, permits all types 
on two occasions it was shut off of contracts, including spot booking, 
from major films. split deals and full ‘and short season 
When Minnesota Amus. apparent- | deals. Distributors, however, don’t 
ly was unable to get together on a'| see it that way and still aren’t doing 
deal for ‘The Dictator,’ Greene says | any selling beceuse of the law which 
he asked for the Chaplin picture. knocks out the decree’s groups-of- 
When United Artists appeared loath | five selling plan by requiring com- 
to let him have it and he pressed | panies to sell their entire season’s 
| his demand, the Minnesota company- | product. 
|Singer pool suddenly grabbed it off Staving off some exhibitor criti- 
|for showing in the Minneapolis and | cism resulting from inability to buy, 
| St. Paul Orpheums, although up to the organization’s heads, at district 
| that time more than six months of meetings, are illustrating how all 
negotiations had not brought the: these types of deals are possible un- 
parties together, Greene points out. | der the new law if the companies 
Within the past fortnight, Greene | rezlly are in earnest and wish to 
says, he telegraphed Ned Depinet,| sell. The feeling, however, seems 
RKO sales manager, asking for a | to be that the 20% minimum can- 
roadshow engagement of ‘Citizen | cellation provision is the real reason 
Kane’ at the Minnesota. In his an- | for the distributors’ balking. 
swer, however, Depinet gave him But counsel for the distributors 
little encouragement, thanking him | declare that the Northwest Allied 
for the inquiry, but stating that RKO | heads are ‘all wet’ in their analysis 
had not decided yet on the manner | and interpretation of the law with 
of releasing the picture, according | regard to the forms of selling per- 
to Greene. | misseble under it. 





Screen Readers Guild ‘World Preems’ 





Boys,’ owed part of his indignation | 


to the fact he was once a page boy | 


himself. He said the picture libeled 
the intelligence of both the boys and 
the members of Congress. 

Demanding that the picture be 
withdrawn, he said it wes a ‘ridicu- 
lous and silly stretch of the imagina- 
tion’ and tended to undermine the 
confidence of the electorate in its 
chosen representatives at a time 
when that confidence was most im- 
portant. Last film to rile Capitol 
Hill was also 2 Columbia entry, ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington.’ 


Col announced yesterdzy that ‘Ad- | 


venture’ will be released May 30. 





Git After ’Em, Dan 


Hollywood, May 20. 

‘The Devil and Daniel Webster, 
halted since Thomas Mitchell was 
injured in a runaway, resumes pro- 
duction June 2. 

Edward Arnold, who takes over 
the Mitchell role at RKO, will be 
free from his current commitment at 
Paramount by that time. 





WB SHORT UNDER CORK 
Hollywood, Mey 20. 





Readers in New York story de-|self and begins to read—first in the 
partments had their day, both eg ony > oe, Rese th in his 
| room while e chambermaid 
person and on the screen, at the! (.-enerist Alice Goodman) vacuum 
_‘world preem’—minus benefit of! cleans around him. 
floodlights—of their initial film pro- | Finally he tries a bench in the 
duction at the Newspaper Guild | park, only to find Maeve Southgate 
clubrooms on Friday (16). Seven- | (20th-Fox) chooses the same bench 
teen-minute pic, ‘Inside Outside | to berate Elihu Winer (Universal), 
Reader,’ was made by the Screen | and Dave Golden (Fox) takes the 
Readers Guild on a $44 budget. So | other end to play a portable radio. 
successful was-it that a $100 ‘super- | Ratcliffe finally manages to finish 
colossal’ is planned next. | reading in a rowboat and gets the 


SRG had manifold purposes in | synopsis completed on time, to the 





A Trailer for ltself—Prod, Cost, $44 


/making the film, all of which it well- 
jserves. One was to amuse them- 
| selves and entertain spectators; an- 


accompaniment of 
| smoking. 


much ciggie- 
The chambermaid comes 
in at that moment, of course, with 


| other, to give themselves experience | 8 note from the story ed that she 


in production, and, finally, to present 
‘the plight of the piece-work or out- 
side reader, for whom the SRG is 
seeking more pay and greater sta- 
| bility of employment. 

| More impressive, however, 


Zz 


has had in her pocket all the time: 
Never mind. Coast is covering the 
story.’ 

Film was produced and directed 
by Winer (with a borrowed 16 mm. 


than | camera) and shows ‘a number of sur- 


those impressive aims was the birth | prisingly good directorial touches. 


of a ‘star-—Tommy Ratcliffe. A 


Cast includes Arthur Heniemann 


reader in Metro’s play department, | (Par), Magda Thompson (Fox), Lee 


/he does a Robert Benchley as the | 
/ typical outside reader whose typical . 
‘day the SRG epic is purported to 
| picture. 

Ratcliffe’s the guy who, in Alice 


Sabinson (Metro) and Joel Graham 
(Par). Only ringers are Jack Sher, 
Miss Thompson’s husband (it was 


‘thought better to cast a stranger for 


a running bathroom gag) and Ed- 


Warner Bros. is cavalcading the Goodman’s (Metro) scenario, is dis-'| ward Deibert, who was ‘borrowed’ 
burnt cork era in a musical short, turbed from his bed by a messenger in true” Hollywood studio tradition. 


‘Minstrel Days.’ 
Bobby Connolly directs. M. K. 


| with a boxful of galley proofs and, 
a note from his editor: ‘Read these | 


Jerome and Jack Scholl are dishing | and turn in a synopsis by 4 p.m. | 


up the ditties. 


ee lee SEE SS Sey ee oes one 


— emcee Ane aca te a ad Sot |= + 


Eight years old, his contract-holder 
(and father) happens to be super- 
intendent of the apartment house in 


MUST.’ Ratcliffe bestirs his ample ' which lives Dave Golden, SRG prez. 


eel at FER ae OT ne 





8 p.m. Delegates at the meet will | costs $300 to $550. 


select for honorable mention the | 


best recent writing for the screen. 





Coast’s Scribe Conclave 
Hollywood, May 20. 

The first national conference of 
writers in every field sponsored by 
the Authors League of America will 
get under way at 8 p.m. Friday (23) 
at University of California at Los 
Angeles. Ralph Freud, lecturer in 
public speaking at UCLA, will de- 
liver the address of welcome to the 
scriveners. The chairman of the 
evening’s symposium will be Sheri- 
dan Gibney, prexy of Screen Writers 
Guild. 

Marc Connelly will open the con- 
ference with a talk on ‘The Social 


Function of the Writer.’ Mary C. Mc- | 


Call, Jr., will speak on ‘Magazine 
Writing and the Screen.’ She will 


be followed by Preston Sturges, who | 
will point his discussion on ‘Writing | 


and Directing for Films.’ Georgia 
Backus, who originated the experi- 
mental laboratory, which later be- 
came the Columbia Workshop for 
the CBS radio network, will talk on 
‘The Radio: Today and Tomorrow.’ 

‘Form and Substance in the Thea- 
tre’ will be the subject of S. N. Behr- 
man. The first day’s session will 
close with a talk on ‘The Point of 
View of the Novelist,” by James 
Hilton. 


TOUGH ONE IN PHILLY 


Del. Indie’s 








Complaint 
Metro 


Against 





Philadelphia, May 20. 

Dr. Rupert C. Schaeffer, Jr., of the 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Finance and AAA arbitrator, is 
pondering over a troublesome ques- 
tion in connection with a _ case 
ergued before him last Thursday 
(15). 

The Earle, New Castle, Del., an 
indie, charges it was unable to buy 


any Metro product because the com- | 


pany sold exclusively to Loew’s, 
Wilmington, in that territory. Coun- 
sel for the plaintiff asserted that 
under Section 6 of the consent de- 
cree, every exhibitor had the right 
to buy some run of a given product. 

But attorneys for Metro countered 
with Section 17 of the same consent 
decree. Under this cleuse, M-G 
argues, the operation of any thea- 
tre, associated with the distributor 
(Loew’s is a subsidiary of M-G-M) 
shall not be interfered with. 

Since Loew’s has always had ex- 
clusive rights to Metro product, any 
change would ‘injure’ its operation, 
the M-G-M attorneys contended. Dr. 
Scheeffer reserved decision. It was 
the second case argued here. 

A new case, the fifth since the 
local arbitration opened, was filed 
by Sam Somerson, owner of the 
Palm, Kensington, against the five 
majors, 


All efforts to obtain either a lower 
ail-mail rate or freight shipping rates 
|}on the Atlantic Clipper run have 
proved fruitless for the newsreel 
executives. 








NAME COMMITTEES FOR 
MPTOA COAST MEET 


Hollywood, May 20. 

E. L. Kuykendall, president of 
| Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 

America, appointed 11 special com- 
| mittees to handle specific problems 
_ for joint convention of that organi- 
zation and Pacific Coast Conference 
of Independent Theatre Owners, to 
| be held at the Ambassador Hotel 
here June 9-12. Comnittees are: 

Credentials and Ru.es--E. M. Fey, 
| Providence; Morris G. Leonard, Chi- 
| cago; S. J. Hyman, Huntington, W. 
| Va.; J. R. Denniston, Monroe, Mich. 
| Resolutions—Herman M. Levy, 
|New Haven; Morris Lowenstein, 
Oklahoma City; Charles H. Arring- 
| ton, Rocky Mount, N. C.; W. F. Ruf- 
fin, Covington, Ky. 

Film Buying Problems and Oper- 
| ating Policies—Arthur H. Lockwood, 
' Boston; O. C. Lam, Rome, Ga.; L. O. 

Lukam, Secttle; Harold B. Robb, 
Dallas; James C. Shanklin, Ron- 
| ceverte, W. Va. 
{| Conciliation and Arbitration—A. 

C. Hayman, Buffalo; George P. 
‘Aarons, Philadelphia; William G. 
| Ripley, Longview, Wesh.; Benjamin 
| Pitts, Fredericksburgh, Va. 

Public Relations and Community 
, Affairs—Mitchell Wolfson, Miami; 
H. V. Harvey, San Francisco; Sidney 
B. Lust, Washington; M. A. Light- 
man, Memphis. 

Legislation and’ Taxation—Roy L. 
| Walker, Lampesas, Texas; Walter 
Vincent, N. Y. City; Joseph H. Bren- 
nan, Boston; Nat M. Williams, 
Thomasville, Ga. 

Music Tax and Copyright—J. M. 
Hone, Seattle; A. J. Brylawski, 
Washington; Irving C. Jacocks, 
Branford, Conn.; M. S. McCord, 
| North Little Rock, Ark. 








Roach’s First Group 
Of ‘Streamliners’ Set 


First group of pix have been set 
| by Hal Roach for his new ‘Stream- 
lined Features, four and five-reel- 
}ers which he will turn out for 
| United Artists instead of full-length 
_ films next season. 
| ‘Niagara Falls’ is already in work, 
with other titles including ‘Brooklyn 
Orchid,’ ‘Hayfoot,’ ‘College Knights’ 
(or ‘Campus Rhythm’ or ‘All-Amer- 
ican Girl’), ‘Please, Miss Polly, 
| ‘Tanks a Million’ and ‘Cubanola.’ 
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Wiciam POWELL and 
MYRNA LOY 
at LOVE CRAZy” 


Take a Tip from the Critics! 


HOLD-OVERS! “Love Crazy” standout laugh hit. Will roll up hefty biz 
in all runs, with key hold-overs indicated. —Variety 


BEST YET! Following “Ziegfeld Girl” this one should prove the value of 
Metro’s contract. A cinch for all types of audiences. The best Powell-Loy 
to date. Not just funny, it’s hilarious. — Film Daily 











TOP! Top box-office team. A hilariously funny offering. Loud and long 
were the laughs at its preview. — Motion Picture Daily 


HYSTERICAL! The audience hysterical with laughter. Adds up to one 
long howl of merriment. A large-sized hit. Production of top M-G-M quality. 
— Hollywood Reporter 


BEAT HEAT! A laughfest that will please in a big way. Tops. Beat the heat 


in Spring and Summer. — Showmen’s Trade Preview 


A CINCH! The kind the mob likes, served on a silver platter and a cinch 
for laughs. Cash customers will buy it and come back for seconds. 
— Box office 


WILLIAM POWELL* MYRNA LOY in HIGH GROSS! Preview audience laughed often and loudly. A high gross 
“LOVE CRAZY” with Gail Patrick bt : . 
of laughs. Motion Picture Herald 


Jack Carson * Florence Bates * Sidney 


Black ° Sc Play by William Ludwig, ae 
Chace. eee cane Pegg nd he dH see, COIN! Heavy laugh payoff. A coin picture because of the names and the 


Directed by Jack Conway * Produced by content, which is antidotal for the encircling gloom. A sure-fire audience 
Pandro S. Berman * An M-G-M Picture picture. — Daily Variety 
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A SHOT IN THE DARK 








thespian ability, but unfortunately 
is bumped off too early in_ film. 
Mecris Wrixon, cast as the phoney 


society dame abovt to wed the nicht 


club boss, gets a meatier role. Noel 
hiadison, as the nitery boss’ body- 
guard, is an ‘example of the deft 


carting which includes superb sup- 
porting roles by Th odore Von Eltz, 
Donald Dougias, John Gallaucet and 
Lee Phelps. 


Picture has unusual stron’ pro- 
avciien for such a limited b''dget 
vehicle. Besides the intelligent di- | 
recticn, Jemes Van Tvees’ photo- 


graphy and Harrv Seymour's cialos 


direction rate bends. Though not 
given ccst credit, orchestra work for 
Miss Wynn's songs is way ‘above 
average. Wear. 


Lady From Louisiana 


. 
of Bernard 


Republic releuse Vorbeus 
production, directed by Vorhaus. Stars 
John Wayne, Ona Munson; features Ray 
Middleton, Henry Stephenson, Helen West- | 
ley, Jack Pennic's, Jacqueline Dalya. Story, | 
Edwird James and Francis Faragoh; adap- | 
tation, Vera Caspary, Michael Hogan, Guy 
Endore; editor, Edward Mann; phoiog- | 
raphy, Jack Marta At Criterion, N. Y¥ 
week May 14, ‘41 Running time, 8? 
MINS. 
ee. POORER. 5c co ccccsdecevis John Wayne 
Sn. BOONE. «6 6's Koons Peceess Ona Munson 
Blackie VWilliams.........-.. tay Miijdleten 
Genernl Mirbeau....... . Henry Stephenson 
0 Ag ee ere rrr Helen Westley 
CE cc cbbebceensseccespoceens Jack Pennick 
RD 5 Os A6'% tn. 0.0¥3% 684s Dorethy Dordridge 
SOND. oc wecesccecscscessc see RUSKIN 
| Ener ey Jacqueline Dalya 
SD SP UMNO ccc cccercsesetes Paul Scardon 
Senator Cassidy..Major J. H. MacNamara 
I es aie ade ba eree bed James C. Morton 
Edwards. .. Maurice Costeilo 





Republic is straining to get itself 
into the major distributor, class and 
it regarded ‘Lady From Louisiana’ as 
a high-bracket ‘A’ entry, but it’s des- 
tined only for secondary billing in! 
secondary runs, Producer Bernard 
Vorhaus, who also directed, has 
given it a lot of production and used 
flocks of extras for his larger scenes 
but even though he has spent more 
than the modest sums Rep throws 
into its run-o’-the-mill product, it 
still comes out a fancy-looking des- 
sert that lacks taste. 


The cast includes a number of ex- 
perienced and capable performers 
John Wayne is well chosen for the 
role of the New Englander who tries 
to reform post-bellum New Orleans, | 
and Ona Munson is also fully up to | 
the task asked of her, but for both, | 
unfortunately, they are riding a car | 
that can’t get out of second gear. | 


Wayne and Miss Munson are paired | 
in a story that leans to the obvious | 
and, on occasion, the implausible. | 
Use of the word ‘Lady’ in the title 
is a misnomer. since Miss Munson | 
plays the daughter of a lottery racket | 
tycoon whose operations 
other vices. 
known about some of the ramifica- 
tions of the racket. but anyone so 
stupid as not to be able to learn 
about it, deep as she’s in it after her 
father has been bumped off, is hardly 
worth a film fan’s interest. Sapolioed 
for the finish, when she turns on the 
racket after learning of its iniquities, 
Miss Munson is still not squared, 
since she herself bribes a judge in 
order to cover up mayhem such as 
became familiar in the prohibition 
r&keteering days. Time of the film 
is the late 19th century, but Vorhaus 
or someone has thrown into it the 
more modern methods of coercion 
and intimidation. 
of getting eras mixed up. 

A Mississippi flood which reunites 
Weyne and Miss Munson for a su- 
gary fade is Vorhaus’ big scene, but 


some of the miniatures look ex- 
tremely phoney. 
Supporting players include Ray 


Middleton, a conventional heavy of 
Dixie design; Henry Stephenson, 
again a thoroughly capable character 
actor, Helen Westley, excellent as a 
New Orleans Carrie Nation: Jack 
Pennick, a gunner who's good; and 
Jacqueline Dalya, night club ma- 
dame. Last mentioned is a type that 
appears to have something more 
substantial for pictures than her op- 
portunities afford in this case. Char. 


THE GAY VAGABOND 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 





tion. Directed by William Morgan. Origi- 
nul screenplay, Ewart Adamson and Tay- 
lor Caven; camera, Bud Thackery; editor, 
Howard O'Neill; music, Cy Feuer. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y May 
15, °41. Running time: 66 MINS. 

Brae TOR? 60s 000s even sees Roscoe Karns 
Jerry Dixon § 

Kate Dixon..... S6VeGCTIS VES Ruth Donnelly 
A. J. Wilbur................. Ernest Truex 
Agatha Badger.........Margaret Hamilton 
re ae ete tee Abner Biberman 
Spring Rutherford........ Bernadene Hayes 
Betty Dixon....... Pr tT or Lynn Merrick 
Branklin Atwater....ccsccccssse- Rod Bacon 
Bonya..oececs eeeeese++-Gloria Franklin 
at, oh ee ead eoaeettenshons Carol Adams 
OBO eS 0s ccaveccecvocee boeess Byron Foulger 
SG pb sins eva 53 6509545 0660-0 Paul Newlan 





The formula treatment Republic 
followed in its ‘Higgins Family’ 
series has been continued in ‘The 
Gay Vagabond’ despite the an- 
nounced ending of the ‘Higgins’ 
epics. This time Ruth Donnelly and 
Roscoe Karns, who were the Hig- 
ginses, are the Dixons, a name that 


a os 


Film Reviews 


She may’ not have | fly. 


Just a slight case | 
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won't necessarily epply to any future 
films in which they may be featured 
as a team. ‘Vagabond’ leans toward 
the silly in many spots, but indica- 
tions are that it will probably gain 
standard boxoffice returns in the 
suburban areas as the lower half of 
a dualer. 

This time Karns plays a dual role, 
lthat of twins, one being a milque- 
toast character in a small town, the 
other a fay lover-adventurer. The 
plot deals with the mixup in which 


lthe meek twin becomes involved 
'when his adventurer brother re- 
turns from escapades in China. The 


laughs are few and far between for 
metropolitan audiences. vos 

| Karns does as well as tne limited 
‘situations allow, while Ruth Don- 
/nelly is inclined to be straining for 
efiect. Ernest Truex, Margaret Ham- 
|il‘on end Abner Biberman are best 
| of the support, while Lynn Merrick, 
ias the Dixons’ daughter, is a blonde 
|jooker with little to do but decorate 
'the family scenes, which she does 
well enough. Naka. 








Sheriff of Tombstone 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane produe- 


- | tion, directed by Kane. Stars Roy Roxers; 
features George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Elyse 
Knox. Story, James Webb; adaptation, 
Olive Cooper; songs, Jules Style, Sol Meyer, 
Peter Tinturin, Bob Nolan; editor, Tony 
Mariinelli; photography, William Nobles. 
At New York, ‘dual, week May 15, ‘41. 
Running time: 54 MINS, 
| Bret Starr... .ccciecsesees .... Roy Rogers 
Pe ere rere George ‘Gubby’ Hayes 
tne CIEE cone 5 Caden een ts sede Elyse Knox 

Mayor Keeler...... Addison Richards 
| Queenié. etwas wes Sally Payne 


Shotgun Cassidy....+.-- ..Harry Woods 





Granny Carson........+- ..Zeffie Tilbury | 
CEE Se cin Gs Kc wen 964 Hal Taliaferro | 
| Joe Martinez U icccccccccsess Jay Novello 
John Anderson 4 

chi of, Pee eee) Jack Ingram 





under the 


There’s nothing new 


/western sun, and ‘Sheriff of Tomb- 


stone’ is no exception. It’s a Roy 
Rogers starrer that charts a familiar 
course, relying on a formuia that 
has been tested and apparently 
found true. However, accounts using 
this type of product will find it sat- 
isfactory. Its shortness, 54 minutes, 
will enable booking on doubles with 
a longer-than-average film for de- 
sirable turnover. 

Rogers plays a frontiersman who, 
with others, leaves Kansas for the 
wilder Tombstone country to the 
west. He is acco:nmpanied by the 
wholly likable western character, 
George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, on whom 
much of the comedy burden rests. 

Getting into Tombstone, Rogers is 


mistaken for a Kansas. toughie 
known as Shotgun Cassidy, who has 
been sent for by Tombstone’s 


crooked mayor and henchman that 
he might be made a sheriff of con- 
venience. He gets away with the 
camotfflage until 


involve | shows up, when the fur begins to | 
Robbing a stagecoach of ship- | 
ménts of silver bullion so that the | 
owners will be unable to meet tax | 


| payments is the bottom of the story. 


| Cast supporting Rogers does well, 
including Hayes, 


| ting of a saloon in which she works. 
| They are “Yuh Should a’ Seen Pete,’ 
written by Jules Styne and 
Meyer, and ‘Don't Gamble with Ro- 
mance,’ by Peter Tinturin. Rogers, 
aided by others, sings ‘Sky Bald 
Paint,’ by Bob Nolan, and ‘Ridin’ on 
a Rocky Road,’ by Styne-Meyer. 
He's nothing special vocal'y, either 
Char, 


| Pirates on Horseback 
Hollywood, May 16. 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 


| production; Asso. Producer, Joseph W 
Engel. Stars William Boyd features Rus- 
sell Hayden, Andy Clyde. Directed by Les 
ley Selander. Screenplay by J. Benton 
Cheney and Ethel La Blanche, based on 
characters created by Clarence E. Mulford; 

camera. Russell Harlan; supervising -edi- 

‘tor, Sherman A. Rose; editor, Fred Feit- 
shans, Jr.: Asst director, Frederic Spen- 
cer Previewed in studio projection room 
May 15, ‘41. Running time 69 MINS. 
Hopalong Cassidy........ lliam Boyd 
[JOG SOURIRS. .sccevecees Russe Ha n 
eee eee Andy (¢ 
arear  PeRmagioten. ..2ceee<< Eleanor Stewa 
ACO GIDSON.....cccccsececes + MOP Ankrum 
Bee ee William Haade 
(RR er Dennis Moore 
oe eee Henry Hall 
Sep Pendieton.......... ..Britt Wood 


In ‘Pirates on Horseback,’ William 
Boyd and his pals go through fa- 
imiliar adventures — including the 
|usual gunplay, fast riding, fist fights 
|and other heroics—before the villain 
is frustrated. It’s standard western 
|}fare that places little tax on the 
| imagination and will satisfy in the 
}action houses. Not too strong a story 
|in cOmparison with previous en- 
{tries in the Hopalong Cassidy series. 


'in a western town to locate and save 
a gold bonanza for Eleanor Stewart, 
neice of a murdered miner. Gam- 
bling ezar Morris Ankrum simulates 
friendship for the girl in order to 
grab the mine when it is _ re- 
discovered, but Hoppy unearths the 
duplicity in time to give Ankrum a 
going-over with his fists in a rough- 
and-tumble scrap. and saves the 
i property for the girl. 

Formula script keeps in the groove, 





Cassidy himself | 


but Elyse Knox | 
| doesn’t shine so brightly as a singer. | 
|She does two numbers in the set- | 


Sol | 


This time the Cassidy trio turn up 


although director Lesley Selander in- 
jects several broad comedy passages 
for juvenile attention, with Andy 
Clyde delivering in these episodes. 
Fresh scenic backgrounds, which 
characterize the Sherman produc- 
tions. are credited on the main title 
as being shot at the base ol Mount 
Whitney. Photography by Russell 
Harlan of the country is topnotch. 
Walt. 


Tesbliodewn Sanch In 


Arizona 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monegram release ef George W. Weeks 
“tars The Rance Busters, Di- 
rinal screen- 





I i n 
rected by S. Roy Luby hr 
play, Milton Raison; camer Robert Cline; 
editor, Ray Claire; musik Frank Sanucei 
Reviewed at Colonial, | Neb., dual, 
Kunning time, 61 MINS. 
Ter Ray Corrigan 
John = King 
cad vinr onddaseeieécaeeet Terhune 
.. Sheila Darcy 
Marian Kerby 
Ramsey 
Craven 
Holmes 
Clark 
Bernard 
. 


Mother 
Gallop 
Slocum 

heriff Nye 
SEIOPTY. . ccc cccccccees 
Nick 


Sohne staan eae oe dae 
TETRA eee 
- The Range Bucicrs get star billing 
for the first time in this, their latest 
| outdoor action piece. It’s good west- 
ern stuff and shouldn’t have any 
'trouble in the regular action runs. 

Top trio of John King, Ray Corri- 
gan and Max Terhune are given a 
| little better production than hereto- 
: fore, and. King’s singing adds to an 
above-average product. 

Picture uses the familiar trick of 
| having the hero knocked out in the 
| opening sequence and in the rest of 
; the film he dreams while cold. King 

is a student at Western University 
and the son of ‘Dusty’ King who meets 
up with the son of ‘Crash’ Corrigan 
at the Tucson rodeo. King is tossed 
'from his bronec, passes out and 
, dreams the rest of the film. 

This takes a minimum of footage 
and the real pilot is launched soon 
|enough. Range Busters have three 
problems on hand: To prevent the 
railroad from building a_ right-of- 
' way through ‘Mother’ Marian Ker- 
| by’s ranch; installing Sheila Darcy’s 
{father as judge of the village and 
| stopping the crooked dealings of 
Quin Ramysey, James Craven and 
| Sheriff Jack Holmes. Ramsey 
swindles the old lady into signing 
a permit to lay rails across her 
spread, then kills Craven after an 
argument. 
| murder, but is freed in time to prove 
| his innocence and provide a happy 
| énding. 

Three tunes are featured, ‘Tum- 
bledown Ranch in Arizona’ most 
; likely to succeed. Others are ‘All 
Hail, Arizona’ and ‘Wake Up With 
ithe Dawn.’ 
| Robert Cline does a swell job 

with his lenses, the opening shots 
| being made at the Tucson rodeo, 
the rest on Corrigan’s ranch. Art. 


VOLGA VOLGA 


(WITH SONGS) 





Artkino release of Mosfiim production. 
Stars Lubov Orlova. Directed by Gregory | 
| Alexandrov. Music, Isaac ©. Dunayevsky; 
Ivries, V. I, Lebedev-Kumach; camera, V. 
4. Petrov. At Miami, N. Y., May 17%, °’41. 
Running time, 102 MINS. 

Streika cose cetesesecess euney  Orlova 
i a re eer e here ar ..Igor Llinsky 
Pilot 5+ 00 6000606060066 0660 V. S. Volodin 
Wate Carrier ° ..+.-Pavel Olenev 
Militiaman...........++..Sergei Antimonov 
MO 6 6: R04 dead enseees Andrej Tutishkin 


(In Russian; with English Titles) 
The old Volga just isn’t what it 
used to be. Where once all the dra- 
; matic pathos that accompanied pro- 
letarian frustration — and ultimate 
success—veered with the tide, the 
Soviet film has now become a me- 
dium to project gayety, comedy and 
music. Like in ‘Volga Volga,’ for 


|example, one of the brighter musi- | 


| cal moments 
| Square. 
Since musical films—and certainly 
all others, too—are products linked 
primarily to Hollywood, one can’t 
expect the comparatively infantile 
Soviet pix industry to compare with 
that of Culver City, et al. Howevey, 
there’s enough _ slapstick. music, 
briskness and clever comedy dialog 
| in ‘Volga’ to suggest a wide appeal 
among proponents of the Kremlin. 

The story is fairly humorous and 
| acted enterprisingly in the leading 
roles by Lubov Orlova, an Ama- 
zonian blonde, and Igor Ilinsky, as 
the indiscriminate musical-instru- 
ment maker who gathers a band to 
represent him in a Moscow festival 
A boat race down the Volga is 
j;among the more Keystone Koppish 
situations. 

Music, direction 
port are consistently good by Soviet 
standards, In fact, the general aura 
| 1s as if the idealogical Soviet had no 


to come out of Red 








‘longer any cause for bureaucratic | 
contention. Naka, 
e ’ 
_ Finney’s Monogram Deal 
| Hollywood, May 20. 


Edward Finney got together with 
Monogram on a deal to provide three 


features to replace a trio of westerns | 
jhe was slated to produce with Tex | 


| Ritter in the saddle before the buck- 
aroo shifted to Columbia. 

After a lot of wrangling over the 
old contract, Finney and Mono 
agreed on ‘Carolina Swingtime,’ ‘Li'l 
Louisiana Lady’ and a third feature, 
still untitled. 








King is blamed for the | 


and acting sup-| 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 

a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
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VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—3/28/41 














North from the Lone Star (Col) Ww B. Elliott-D. Fay 

The Bad Man (M-G) 42 Ww WwW W. Beery-L, Barrymore 

Las Vegas Nights (Par) 3 26 Cc WW P. Regan-B. Wheeler 

Melody for Three (RKO) 3.5  D i J. Hersholt-F. Wray 
Vivacious Lady (RKO) 5 4,38 CD YW = 4G. Rogers-J. Stewart 

Mr. District Attorney (Rep) 4/2 D 69 D. O’Keefe-F. Rice 

Dead Men Tell (20th) 3 25 M_ 61 = §. Toler-S. Ryan 

Horrer Island (U) 4 2 M 61 D. Foran-P. Moran 

| Man-Made Monster (U) 3.26 D SY L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill 
| Knockout (WB) D W. Morris-O. Bradna 

| —— 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/41 

The Roundup (Par) 3/19 w 9 R. Dix-P. Morison 

Repent at Leisure (RKO) 4/16 RD 66 K. Taylor-W. Barrie 

In Old Cheyenne (Rep) 49 Ww ~=538 BR. Rogers-G. Haves 
|Seotland Yard (20th) 49 D 68 N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon 

Mutiny in the Arctic (U) 57 M 60 R. Arlen-A. Devine 

_A Shot in the Dark (WB) 5 21 C SS W.Lundigan-N. Wynn 

By — 











| The Great Swindle (Col) 5/14 


Men of Boys Town (M-G) 4/& 
Break the News (Mono) 18 

Road to Zanzibar (Par) 3/12 

| The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) 4/9 
| Sis Hopkins (Rep) 49 » 
Pals of the Pecos (Rep) 

| Two Gun Sheriff (Rep) 4/23 

| That Night in Rio (20th, 3/12 

| The Lady from Cheyenne (U) 4/2 


| Pot 0’ Gold (UA) 49 


The Great Lie (WB) 49 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 





84 
84 
LUZ 


J. Holt-M. Reynolds 

S. Tracy-M. Rooney 

M. Chevalier-J. Buchanan 
B. Crosby-D. Lamour 

2, Arthur-C. Coburn 

J. Canova-B. Crosby 

B. Steele-B. Livingston 
D. Barry-V. Carroll 

A. Faye-D. Ameche 

L. Young-R. Preston ‘ 
4. Stewart-P. Goddard 
B. Davis-G. Brent 





| WEEK OF RELEASE—4/18/41 





| 


| Penny Serenade (Col) 4 16 
Washington Melodrama (M-G) 4/23 
| Hoosier Schoolboy (Mono) 6 30/37 
| Ranch in Arizona (Mono) 5/21 
Border Vigilantes (Par) 42 
Robbers of the Range (RKO) 4/30 
Rookies on Parade (Rep) 4 30 
Ride on Vaquero (20th) 4 2 
Model Wife (U) 4/16 
That uncertain Feeling (UA) 
| Strange Alibi (WB) 4 30 


3/19 








Sfe0zic 


- 
secs« 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/25/41 


92 
18 
62 
61 
61 

60 
69 
64 
78 
ts] 
63 


I. Dunne-C. Grant 

F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
M. Rooney-A. Nagel 
R. Corrigan-J. King 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

T. MNolt-V. Vale 

B. Crosby-M. Wilson 
C. Romero-M, Hughes 
J. Blondell-D. Powell 
M. Oberon-M. Douglas 
A. Kennedy-J. Perry 











Under Age (Col) 5/21 
|The Big Boss (Col) 5 21 

| Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) 4°23 
| The Invisible Ghost (Mono) 
Roar of the Press (Mono) 


| Power Dive (Par) 49 


They Met in Argentina (RKO) 5/14 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) 5 21 
Singing Hill (Rep) 

| Mail Train (20th) 

Flame of New Orleans (U) 4/30 

| That Hamilton Woman! (UA) 3/26 


| Wagons Roll at Night (WB) 4/30 


D 
D 


59 


83 


N. Gray-A. Baxter 

O. Kruger-G. Dickson 
J. Garland-J. Stewart 
B. Lugosi-P. Young 

J. Parker-W. Ford 

R. Arlen-J. Parker 

M. O’Hara-G. Raymond 
J. Wayne-O. Munson 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 
G. Harker-P. Calvert 
M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
V. Leigh-L. Olivier 
H. Bogart-S,. Sidney 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 





They Dare Not Love (Col) 4/30 
People vs. Kildare (M-G) 5/7 
The Pioneers (Mono) 


Reaching for the Sun (Par) 4/9 
Bringing Up Baby (RKO) 2/16/38 
Country Fair (Rep) 5/14 

| Sheriff of Tombstone (Rep) 5/21 


Black Cat (U) 4°30 
Thieves Fall Out (WB) 


D 


D 
D 


75 
76 
61 
gu 
102 
74 
34 
70 


M. Scott-G. Brent 

L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

T. Ritter 

J. McCrea-E. Drew 

K. Hepburn-C. Grant 

J. Clyde-E. Foy, Jr. 

R. Rogers-G, Hayes 

H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 
E. Albert-J. Leslie 











WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/4l 








| Her First Beau (Col) 5 
A Woman's Face (M-G) 

House of Mystery (Meno) 
Gay Vagabond (Rep) 5/21 


7 
5/7 


| Affectionately Yours (WB) 





J. Cooper-J. Withers 


D 105 J. Crawford-M. Dougias 


cD 16 
M 

Cc 

90 

82 


Great American Broadcast (soem) 4/30 > 


K. Kent-J. Kelly 
R. Karns-R. Donnelly 
A, Faye-J. Payne ,. 

M. Oberon-D. Morgan 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 





She Knew All the Answers (Col) 5 21 
| ’1l Wait for You (M-G) 5/14 
King of the Zombies (Mono) 
There’s Magic in Music (Par) 
Desert Bandits (Rep) 

Cowboy and the Blonde (26th) 4/23 
Prisoner of Zenda (UA) 9/1/37 

Tom Sawyer (UA) .2/16/38 


Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 


Cc 
D 
M 
D 
w 
RD 
RD 
cD 
D 


34 
73 
67 


6% 
100 
93 
65 


J. Bennett-F. Tone 

M. Hunt-V. Weidler 

D. Purcell-J. Woodbury 

A. Jones-S, Foster 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 

M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 
M. Carroll-R. Colman 

T. Kelly-E. Patterson 

B. Marshall-D. Bruce 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 





97 
64 
69 
69 


6U 


F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
W. Powell-M. Loy 

J. Lang-J. Downs 

W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

G, Kibbee-D. Trout 

G. Roland-B. Barnes 

3 Mesquiteers 

J. Beal-M. Moscovich 

R. Vallee-H. Parrish 

L. Patrick-R. Toomey 











131 


97 
123 


V. Bruce-H. Marshall 
R. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
R. Milland-V. Lake 
S. Gray-H. Sinclair 
A, Neagle-R. Bolger 
L. Darnell-T. Power 
Abbott-Costello 

P. Lane-J. Lynn 

















R. Sterling-D. Adams 

R. Corrigan-J. King 

Disney Cartoon 

T. Holt-R. Whitley 

M. Weaver-N. Sparks 

R. Arien-A. Devine 

J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 

J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 














R. Vallee-R. Lane 

Marx Bros.-T. Martin 

F. Darro-M. Moreland 

M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
Frank Buck Reissue 

L. Roberts-T. North 

J. Howard-B. Barnes ’ 
V. McLaglen-M. Woodworth 


43. Garfield-I. Lupino 











Bill Elliot-M. Daily 

A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
R. Paige-J. Frazee 


Naval Academy (Col) D 
Love Crazy (M-G) 5/14 Cc 
Redhead (Mono) Cc 
Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5/21 w 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 C 
| Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) D 
| Saddlemates (Rep) w 
Great Commandment (20th) D 
Too Many Blondes (U) §/21 Cc 
The Nurse’s Secret (WB) D 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 
Adventure in Washington (Col) D 
Billy the Kid (M-G) WwW 
I Wanted Wings (Par) 3/26 D 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) M 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 
Blood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 
| Abbott-Costello in the Navy (U) Cc 
Million Dollar Baby (WB) cD 
WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 
The Get-Away (M-G) D 
Wrangler’s Roost (Mono) Ww 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) w 
| For Beauty’s Sake (20th) cD 
Men of the Timberlands (U) M 
Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) D 
Shining Victory (WB) D 
WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 
Time Out for Rhythm (Col) MU 
Bargain Basement (M-G) Cc 
Gang’s All Here (Mono) id 
One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) Cc 
| Bring ’Em Back Alive (RKO) 6/21/32 M 
|The Bride Wore Crutches (20th) cD 
Tight Shoes (U) ¢ 
Broadway Limited (UA) D 
Out of the Fog (WB) D 
WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 
| Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w 
| West Point Widow (Par) cD 
Dr. Christian No. 3 (RKO) > D 
Man Hunt (20th) D 
San Antonio Rose (U) MU 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D 





K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 
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PARAM 


PARAMOUNT'S “I WANTED WINGS” 


esday, May 21, 1941 











BLONDE BOMBER BOOSTS 
GROSSES TO RECORD HIGHS IN 


3 As<S DENVER, COLO. 22== NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


HOUSTON, TEX. 2232 MEMPHIS, TENN. 222< 
FORT WORTH, TEX. “3 TULSA, OKLA. =< 
LITTLE ROCK, ARK. === MONTGOMERY, ALA. 


GREENSBORO, N.C. === WILMINGTON, N. C. 


“WA 


A paramount Picture starring 


RAY WILLIAM HOLDEN 
aay MILLAND - WILLIA . 
WAYNE MORRIS - BRIAN DONLEVY 


ORT 
NCE MOORE: VERONICA LAKE « HARRY DAVENP 


ted by Mitchell Leisen 
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Disney-Cartoonists 


Settlement 


Imminent; Schlesinger's ‘Lockout 





Hollywood, May 20. 
Consent decree in the Walt Disney 
dispute with the Cartoonists Guild 
appeared imminent when the tenta- 
tive deal was set at a hearing Mon- 


day before the trial examiner for the | 


National Labor Relations Board. 


Hearing will be resumed Wednesday 


to allow time for NLRB attorney to 
draft a stipulation providing for a 
consent decree for submission to 
Disney’s counsel before the hearing 
is resumed on the unfair labor 
charges. 

Gunther Lessing, Disney v.p. and 
attorney, tentatively agreed to the 
stipulation when it was explained 
that the company is not required to 
admit it dominated the recently dis- 
banded Federation of Screen Car- 
toonists. 

It was declared that the decree 
would merely require the posting of 
a cease and desist order and the dis- 
establishment of relations between 
the company and the Federation 
which was certified in 1939 by the 
Board as collective bargaining rep 
for the workers. 


Schlesinger’s Move 


Beating the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild to the punch, Leon Schlesinger 
closed his studio over the weekend 
after receiving notification his ink- 
ers would walk Monday morning 
(18) unless the company signed con- 
tract covering new wages-hours con- 
ditions. AFL leaders’ charged 
Schlesinger with ‘jumping the gun’ 
and said his action amounted to a 
lockout of employees as no work 
stoppage actually occurred. SCG 
spokesmen said the only remaining 
hurdle in negotiations is the length 
of contract and hopeful agreement 
will be reached within few days. 

Cartoonists submitted a one-year 
pact but Schlesinger demanded one | 
running three years which was re- | 
jected by the union because of un- 
settled conditions and rising living 
costs, being unwilling to tie up wages 
for such long period unless contract 
specified reopening the wage ques- 
tion at the end of each year as pro- 
vided in other Guild covenants. 

Union also is asking $85 weekly 
minimum for Class 1 animators, with 
Schlesinger’s best offer $10 under 
that figure. Union said 185 workers 
are affected by closing. 


Ameche’s 6th Yr. At 20th 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Don Ameche, five years on the 
20th-Fox lot, was renewed for an- 
other term, with ‘Weekend in Ha- 
vana’ as his next chore. 
Actor recently finished ‘Moon Over 
| Miami.’ 











Walter Lang is assigned to direct 
| the William LeBaron production, 
‘Weekend in Havana,’ which cast, be- 
sides Amache, is headed by Alice 
Faye, Carmen Miranda and Cesar 
Romero. 


Par Publicists Balk 
At SPG as Bargaining 





‘Old Hickory’ to Reel 


Hollywood, Mzy 20. 
' Andrew Jackson, soldier and 
president, is to be filmagraphed by 
| Paramount with a heavy budget in 
'"The Remarkable Andrew,’ with 
Brian Donlevy playing the title role. 
Dalton Trumbo, who wrote the 


| d sold it for $27,500, is do- 


|} novel an 
| ing the screenplay. : 
plays the romantic lecd. Producer Is 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 


Drive to Centralize 
All Stvdio Laborers 


In Bargaining Group 


Hollywood, May 20. 
The Studio Laborers and Utility 
Workers Local 727 of the, Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes has started a drive to take 
over all laborers in the film industry. 
Apparently peeved over the action 








Agcy. for P.A.s in N.Y.’ 
Refusing to join the Screen Pub- | 
licists Guild in the east, which fol- 
lowing numerous hearings is now 
2waiting certification as collective 
bargaining agency for workers in 
home office film companies, a group 
of Paramount’s topflight publicity 
employees is considering forming 
an independent union of their own 
and has so advised the SPG as well 
as the National Lebor Relations 
Board in Washington. They hope this 
won't be necessary, however. 

The Par publicists, in their letter 
to Joseph Gould, president of the 
SPG in New York, with a copy to 
the NLRB, both of which were 
mailed yesterday (Tues.), take ex- 
ception to the manner in which the 
SPG is being run, as well as its 
policies. Among other things, the 
Par group says it has been hesitant 





about joining the SPG because it | 
went on record as opposed to con- 
~ “aaa and also to the lezse-lend 
lil. 

SPG has had difficulty in lining 
up Par workers. So far as can be 
learned only one publicist and some 
of the members of the art depart- 
ment, eligible to SPG membership, 
have joined up. The _ pressbook 
writers were in the SPG but with- 
drew. 

Letter to Gould and the NLRB 
was signed by the top members of 
the Par publicity division whom 





Schlesinger’s Looney Tunes and 
other cartoons are released by War- 
ner Bros, Sign posted at the car- 
toon studio, ‘closed on account of 
strike’ will stay up until the union’s 
demands are ‘possible of fulfillment,’ 
Schlesinger said. 

Warners planned 86 shorts this 
year, the largest number for one 
season in the history of the studio, 
program to consist of a dozen two- 
reel black-and-whites; six two-reel 
Technicolors; 10 one-reel Master 
Melody band pictures; 10 one-reel 
Vitaphone Varieties; 10 one-reel 
Color Parades; 16 Looney Tunes; 26 
Merrie Melodies and two cartoons 


earried over from the Leon 
Schlesinger schedule. 
Central labor council of San 


Fernando Valley placed Schlesinger 
on the unfair list of AFL. It’s dis- 
closed cameramen at the studio also 
joined the walkout, but another at- 
tempt will be made to compose 
differences and reopen plant. 





TECHNICOLOR REELECTS 


Dr. H. T. Kalmus Again Prez—May 
Tint 12 to 20 This Year 








Technicolor, Inc., annual _ stock- 
holders’ meeting Monday (19) unan- 
fimously reelected Dr. Herbert T. 
Kalmus, Eversley Childs, L. G. Clark 
and J. L. Anderson for three-year 
terms. George F. Lewis, general 
counsel and vice-president, presided 
at the session in the absence of Kal- 
mus, president, presently on the 
Coast. 

Kalmus in his annual message to 
the stockholders, read at the meet- 
ing, stressed that Technicolor al- 
ready had started the photographing 
of 12 features, with the anticipated 
total possibly running as high as 20 
this year. He stated that the largest 
total of features for any previous 
year for Technicolor was 12. 

Indications are that Technicolor 
earnings for the first six months this 
year will be substantially ahead of 
those in the corresponding period 
last year, Kalmus stated, basing his 

estimate.on actual figures available 
. the first four months of 1941. 
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| end finally has asked 
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the SPG has been trying to enroll 
why they 
won’t join. The letter is their an- 
swer. Those signing it are Tom 


of the producers in refusing to honor 
their work permits, Local 727 is ask- 


ing the workers to approve a con- 
solidation of Studio Utilities Em- 
ployes Local 724 with the IATSE 
group and to designate Local 727 as 
their collective bargaining represen- 
tative. 

A total of 3,000 postcards are being 
distributed in the studios to be 
signed and returned to Local 727. 
Zeal Fairbanks, business represen- 
tative of the union, stated that more 
than 1,200 cards have already been 
returned. The card states: 

‘I am a laborer or utility worker 
empolyed in the motion picture stu- 
dios, and am of the opinion that 
there is not room in the industry for 
two labor organizations, and that 
there should be a consolidation of 
Local 724 of the Hod Carriers and 
Local 727 of the IATSE. I hereby 


William Holden | 


— 














| 
| 








‘theatres, numbering 11, in which it, 
'FP-C, has had a 49% interest all 
‘along. The outside share of 51% 
lis owned by Hanson, an old friend 
‘of Nathanson’s, and others. Hanson 
| was at one time president of the old 
Tiffany Pictures company, an indie. 


of Nathanson and promotion of Fitz- 
gibbons, the directors elected R. W. 
Bolstad v.p. and treasurer, also mov- 
ing up Noel G. Barrow as secretary. 
Bolstad, comptroller of FP-C, had 
formerly been an auditor in Minne- 
sota for Par, while Barrow up to last 
week was assistant secretary of 
FP-C. Tom Bragg, who was secre- 
tary-treasurer, is out. 

Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis 
and Austin C. Keough, Par h.o. execs 
on the FP-C board, were in Toronto 
Wednesday (14) when the changes 
took place. 


Canadian ets: Control 


Given as Cause of Split 
Toronto, May 20. 


the company is to be governed by 
American or Canadian control, N. L. 
Nathanson dramatically resigned the 
presidentcy of Famous - Players 
Cznadian at the annual meeting here 
of that corporation and was accom- 
panied in this action by the entire 
Canadian directorate. While the re- 
tiring group is expected to compete 
with their erstwhile colleagues, 
Nathanson is expected to be given 
an important government post in 
Canadz’s aircraft industry immedi- 
ately. 

Those who resigned, in addition to 
Nathanson, were Hon. W. D. Ross, 
Hon. F. B. McCurdy, A. E. Dyment, 
Major A. P. Holt, T. J. Bragg, Clar- 
ence Robson. 


It has long been Nathanson’s 
dream to bring about a vast British 





cast my vote to consolidate the two | 
locals into Local 727 of the IATSE | 


| and for Local 727 to be the bargain- | 


ing agent for wages, hours and con- 
ditions.’ 

L. C. Helm, business representa- 
tive of the Local 727, refused to dis- 
cuss the situation other than to say 
the jurisdictional matter had been 
referred to the international presi- 
dents of the two American Federa- 
tion of Labor crafts. He was re- 
ported to have told lot workers, how- 
ever, that if any consolidation was 
made, Local 724 would be desig- 
nated as their bargaining represen- 
tative. Local 724 recently entered 
the Basic Agreement and apparently 
is depending upon that group to give 
it a break. 





Waller, who handles all syndicates 
and Life magazine; Aileen St. John 
Brenon, in charge of magazines: 
C. N. Odell, who covers all the 
dailies on publicity; Herb Berg, 
trade paper contact men: Hank 
| Larner, who is associated with Odell 
|on dailies; Paul Ackerman, of the 
| foreign department, and Leo Brody, 
of the magazine branch. 

Reported that certain top men in 
other companies are not satisfied 
with the SPG administration, which 
could mean an indie union move- 
ment that would also embrace other 
major film company employees, 
though the threat from Par is to 
set up what would amount to a com- 
pany union, 





FOUR STUDIOS GET 
COL. OVERFLOW PROD. 


Hollywood, May 20. 





bia that four deals were made with 
outside studios to handle the over- 
flow. 

‘Tonight Belongs to Us’ is in work 
j} at the RKO-Pathe studio; ‘Ladies in 
| Retirement’ slated for the Roach 
plant; ‘Girls From Panama’ on the 
Chadwick lot, and much of ‘You'll 
| Never Get Rich’ at the old Schulberg 
studios. 








Extras Charges Forwarded to Green, 
May Be Aired at AFL Wash. Meet 





Hollywood, May 20. 

A report containing charges of 
film extras that the Screen Actors 
Guild is controlled by 1,200 stars 
and featured players, and that 8,000 
Class B members are denied a vote 
has been forwarded to William F. 
Green, prexy of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. The report was 
prepared by Aubrey Blair, AFL or- 
ganizer, on instructions from Meyer 
Lewis, western director for the 
Federetion. 

The report claims that 8,000 extras 
are denied a voice in bargaining 
with the Producers, and that many 
of them are now on the ‘verge of 
starvation.’ It also charges that, el- 
though the extras pay more than 
half of the funds collected by the 
SAG, they have no say in how this 
money is spent and are given no ac- 
counting. 

Much of the data turned over to 
Blair was collected by the Extras 
Advisory Council, of which Harry 











STF Silas niet ce Baas 


Mayo is chairman. Mayo also was 
chairman of the Screen Actors Guild 
Council at the time it was abolished, 
and affairs of the extras turned over 
to the SAG boerd of directors. The 


of workers in the industry who have 
not received a pay increase during 
the past 12 months. 

The extras also claim that the 
SAG permits the producers to use 
dummies in pictures, thereby de- 
priving hundreds of extras of work. 
They claim they are given no rep- 
resentation on the SAG bargaining 
committee, 2 paid employee of the 
Guild being appointed to represent 
them. 

It has been hinted that the charges 
will be aired before the AFL Exec- 
utive Council at its meeting this 
week in Washington. AFL officials 
said it was not on the Washington 
agenda, but added that it could be 
brought up by any official who de- 
sired to do so. 





Production is so heavy at Colum- | 


extras claim they are the only group | 


Empire chain of theetres, this link- 
ing up the British Isles, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Africa, etc., 
and the nucleus of this was nearly 
brought about with Gaumont-Brit- 
ish some years ago but for the op- 
position of his two colleagues, I. W. 
Killam, Montreel financier and news- 
paper publisher; and Adolph Zukor, 
then head of Paramount-Publix. 
Nathanson at that time resigned. 

No Odeon (Deutsch) "Hookup 

It is significant that the new Paul 
Nathanson chain (Odeon) is using 
the same name es the large Oscar 


under existing foreign exchange 
regulations, it is manifest that 
Deutsch or other British capital 


could not have been transferred ‘o 
Canada. Both Deutsch and N. L. 
Nathenson say they have no per- 
sonal interest in the Odeon chain in 
Canada. 

The present rift is partly over the 
question of Canadian or American 
control. It is understood in the in- 
dustry that Nathanson offered to buy 
controlling interest but that there 
was a difference of some $5,000,000 
over which the prospective buyer 
znd Paramount could not come to a 
decision. 

Said Nathanson when interviewed: 
‘Practically all the money which has 
built up Famous-Players Canadian 
has been supplied by Canadians 
through the $5,300,000 of bonds out- 
standing and through purchese of 
$5,200,000 of preferred stock. The 
American interests put no money 
into it at all and controlled it 
through common stock which cost 
them nothing. In 1929, the same 
situation arose when I was trying to 
get control within the Empire and I 
resigned. Then Canadian §share- 
holders exchanged most of their 
shares for Parczmount shares on a 
five Famous for four Paramount ex- 


into receivership. The shares of the 
Canadians were then cut 


| 1933, they asked me to come back. 
After the receivership in 1936, I 
made & five-year contract which now 
expires. 

‘The arrangement then was that 
some deal should be worked out 
whereby former Canadian sharehold- 
ers would have an opportunity of 
getting their shares. When Barney 
Balaban succeeded J. EF. Otterson as 
president of Paramount Pictures, the 
new Management did not recognize 
this understanding. With 1,000,000 
Canadians going into these theatres 
a week, the control of policies should 
be in Canadian hands. From the 
national standpoint, such matters as 
choice of newsreels and type of pic- 
tures shonid be done by Canadians. 
Good as many American pictures 
are, and much as we appreciate that 





fact, the retiring directors feel that, 


Coincidental with the resignation | 


In a wide-open split as to whether | 


Deutsch chain in Great Britain but, 


change, and Paramount later went | 


in two. | 
When the receivers took charge in | 


Par’s Dissatisfaction 


{ Continued from page 5 








in a time like this, the pictures 
should be chosen from a strictly 
Cznadian and British viewpoint. 

‘I have been 25 years building up 
this business. The time has come to 
decide finally whether control shal] 
be Canadian or American. It was 
started on a Canadian-control basis,’ 

The new control takes the view 
that the matter is entirely a busi- 
ness one, that Canadian contro] js 
not the issue, that Canadian picture- 
goers will get the films they (the 
picture-goers) want to see, includ- 
ing the yood British product. Ex- 
tremely sharp competition in the 
Canadian film industry is expected 
to be an outcome. 





F. P.-Can.’s 13 in Vancouver 
Vancouver, B. C., May 20. 


Stanley, one of the largest sub- 
urban houses in Vancouver, bought 
by Famous Players-Canadian, bring- 
ing to 13 the number of houses oper- 
ating in Vancouver under FP. Man- 
ager Amy Scriven stays. 


Continued from page 7 


to protect as best it can. Thus, it 
may not hold for ‘41-42 pictures 
which it could deliver this summer. 
Warners may also come through, 
What others may do is a question, 
but in any event the outlook on the 
whole is not sanguine and many 
closings may be forced as a result. 
As a matter of fact, houses are al- 
ready beginning to shutter, and this 
is only the middle of May. 


April-May Averages Down 


Business nationally as an average 
during April and May has been sub- 
stantially behind the same _ two 
months last year. This may be due 
to the arrival of abnormally early 
summer this year, while the show- 
ing that was made during the winter 
met’ with interference over wide 
areas due to cold, snow, illness, etc. 
Flu and other epidemics took a big 
toll, it is believed. 

The war and the natural worries 
it causes is blamed to some extent, 
but not so much now because ‘it’s the 
biggest show on the air,’ as com- 
plained when the hostilities began, 
operators taking the view that the 
average person is trying to escape 
from it all and thus would be ex- 
| pected to go to shows or somewhere 
else to relax. 

Worries attendant upon the war, 
what the future may hold, whether 
jobs are safe and for how long, what 
the added tax burdens are going to 
be and general restlessness, in some 
cases causing illness, are other tan- 
gents on which the theorists hang 
their conclusions. Growing inroads 
| by a miscellany of other amusements 
| out to get every loose dollar are also 
| not being deprecated. 



































U. S. Emphasis 


Continued from page 72a 


taxes and living costs, exhibitor 
leaders point out. But these leaders 
| wish the Government, in its thrift 
| propaganda, would make this clear. 
| Pix and other such entertainment 
| always have been regarded in other 
war and emergency periods as es- 
sentials in building and maintaining 
public morale, they say. 


Plenty of Competition 


There are plenty of other causes 
| being cited for the sudden boxoffice 
| slump ‘during the past two months, 
however. These include prospects 
of higher taxes and living costs that 
tend to tighten pursestrings, war and 
draft fears and uncertainties, gen- 
erally unsatisfactory screen product 
and a further drift from theatres to 
bowling alleys, taverns, etc. 


In this section, too, it’s pointed 
out, there is comparatively little de- 
fense and war spending and there’s 
no large army camps hereabouts to 
offset the public’s non-spending 
trend: As a matter of fact, exhibi- 
tors claim, skilled and unskilled la- 
bor are leaving the territory for in- 
dustrial centers in other parts of the 
country where employment is much 
more plentiful and wages consid- 
erably higher. These and the draf- 
tees and National Guardsmen being 
taken away have been among the 
best buyers of film entertainment, 
it’s asserted, and their places aren't 
being taken. Theatre managers say 
that never before have they noticed 
|SO Many unescorted femme patrons 
|at evening performances. 
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Amidst the Horse-Play, Variety 
Clubs Strike a Serious Note in A.C. 





Atlantic City, May 20. 


There were delegates here this 
week to the seventh annual Variety 
Clubs of America convention who 
never saw the ocean. Or, if they 
did, they failed to recognize it. 


Showmen from every section of 
the country assembled for the yearly 
conclave. In attendance, it was the 
largest registration in’ the seven 

ears of the national meetings. In 
entertainment, it was unparalleled, 
with a series of special events that 
were run off with the precision of a 
Rockettes finale. And, not with- 
gtanding all the fun, nonsense and 
horse-play, the meeting had its seri- 
ous moments when its 1,500 Variety 
Club members re-dedicated their 
respective ‘tents’ to enlarged chari- 
table service, and took back home a 
resolve for keener participation in 
national defense. 


Tally sheets of the donations of 
the various clubs revealed that since 
Jan. 1 the showmen bodies have dis- 
bursed more than $800,000 for dif- 
ferent charitable purposes. In the 

ear, the sum will exceed $1,000,000. 

ost of the activities benefited are 
for under-privileged and incapaci- 
tated children. 

With true dramatic effect, such as 
showmen only can create, the con- 
vention reached its climax at the 
annual banquet on Saturday night 
(17) at the Hotel Traymore when 
Variety Clubs’ annual award to the 
person most deserving of recognition 
for distinguished public service was 

iven to 80-odd year old George 

ashington Carver, Negro scientist 
of Tuskegee University, whose dis- 
coveries and researches in agricul- 
ture have benefited thousands. Pre- 
vious awards, which include $1,000 
: cash, have gone to Miss Martha 

erry, of Mount Bérry School, in 
Alabama, and Father’ Flanagan, 
founder of Boys Town, Omaha. 

Presentation of the citation and 
award to Carver was made by John 

Harris, of Pittsburgh, who re- 
viewed the life and accomplish- 
ments of the educator. The tradi- 
fion of his boyhood, that he was born 
in slavery and when a child was 
see in exchange for a race- 

orse, is well known. His subse- 

uent accomplishments in agricul- 

ral research and his rise to a dis- 
—- niche among the world’s 
eading benefactors were related as 
a@ prelude to a rousing tribute when 
the aged Negro rose to acknowledge 
the award. 

Hollywood Next 

In the rivalry among the local 

lubs for next year’s convention site, 
frotiywood was selected and the new 

s Angeles chapter will be hosts. 
Arrangements here were in charge 

f the Philadelphia tent, of which 
br. Leon Levy is chief barker, and 

arle W. Sweigert, chairman of the 
convention committee. 

Although the speakers’ dais was 
studded with guests from Washing- 
ton, some of whom made brief (and 
some not so brief) speeches, the ora- 
torical prize, in the opinion of many 
who attended the banquet, was won 
by Walter Wanger, Hollywood film 
producer and president of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. He spoke effectively of 
the obligations of the amusement in- 


dustry to meet the present crisis of | 


national defense. He pleaded for a 
note of nationalism in American en- 
tertainment, a frank analysis of the 
facts in world affairs and their trans- 
lation into terms of theatre fare. 
‘What 50,000,000 people hear and 
see in American theatres 
through the next year,’ he said, ‘will 
greatly affect the future of the 
country. Of course, they want to 
laugh. But unfortunately, at this 
time laughter alone is not enough. 


| Hersholt, Fay Wray, Wayne Morris, 








| 


weekly | 


dianapolis; Hardie Meakin, Washing- 
ton; Benjamin Blocky, Minneapolis; 
Earle W. Sweigert, Philadelphia; 
Oscar E. Olsen, Milwaukee; Walter 
M. Green, Omaha; Paul Short, 
Dallas; Herb Byrd, Dayton; Louis 
Rome, Baltimore; M. A. Lightman, 
Memphis; William K. Jenkins, At- 
lanta; L. C. Griffith, Oklahoma City; 
Martin J. Mullin, Boston; and H. H. 
Everett, Charlotte. 

One of the pleasant special events 
was the cocktail party given by 
United Artists. 

Crowd that was variously esti- 
mated between 50,000 and 100,000, 
watched the boardwalk parade on 
Saturday afternoon: . Delegation of 
film stars from Hollywood attracted 
most attention, although a battalion 
of 500 draftees from Fort Dix got 
the biggest hand. Among the film 
players who came east for the con- 
vention were Dorothy Lamour, Jean 


Helen Parrish, Frank Morgan, Carol 
Landis, Marjorie Weaver, Charles 
Lang, and ¢*hers, 





Milwaukee Variety Reorgs 


Milwaukee, May 20. 

Although the Variety club elected 
new officers only last December, it 
failed to get going on any of various 
activities that were planned, so this 
past week it held a reorganization 
meeting and cleaned house, electing 
another and entirely new set of offi- 
cials, headed by Harry MacDonald, 
manager of the Warner theatre, as 
chief barker. ‘ 

John Kent, of Paramount, and John 
Mednikow, of National Screen Serv- 
ice, were made assistant chief bark- 
ers; William Harmon, Saxe Theatres, 
secretary; John Manske, Universal, 
treasurer. New board: Joe Rosen- 
field, manager of Modjeska theatre; 
Eddie Spears, RKO; Harry Perlewitz, 
business manager of the Independent 
Theatre Owners’ organization; Mar- 
cel D. Brazee, district manager for 
Warner Bros.; Howard Gleason, 
Warner-Saxe Theatres, and Jack Lo- 
renz, 20th-Fox. 

Failure of the organization to func- 
tion satisfactorily under the former 
regime was said to be due to the fact 
that it was made up almost entirely 
of the top men of various outfits 
who could not give the time needed 
to the club. 

Under the new setup, it is planned 
to concentrate charitable activities 
upon local needs instead of joining 
in national campaigns. 





L. A. Variety Tent 
Hollywood, May 20. 


| make the final decision. 





Los Angeles tent of variety clubs 
will be organized here with the 
arrival within the next month of} 
John H. Harris, national president 
of Variety clubs. 

Hollywood is next year’s conven-| 
tion city. 


BRANTON’S CIVIC 
PRIDE KEYNOTING 


Chicago, May 20. 
(Paramount) meet- | 
it was voted to 








At Tri-States 
ing in Des Moines, 


| Thursday 


| damages are sought. 


drive immediately for public good- | 


will, general manager Ralph Bran- 
ton ordering ell theatre managers of 
the circuit to participate in civic and 
municipal affairs. Also set up pub- 
lic relations department under 


Dor- | 


othy Day and plans are for display- | 


ing American flag in all theatres. 


Brenton also promised that- any 
employee called to armed services 
shall be returned to same job or 
| equivalent upon return. Claude Lee, 
public relations Paramount chief, 


The morale must be hardened so we | 


can face the facts. We have en- 
joyed 20 years of escapist life in this 
country; now our entire way of life 
is at stake.’ 
All Officers Reelected 

All the national officers were re- 
elected, with John H. Harris, of 
Pittsburgh, retained for the seventh 
consecutive year as chief barker. 
Others in top posts are Robert J. 
O’Donnell, of Dailias, first assistant 
chief barker; Harry Kalmine, Pitts- 
burgh, second assistant; Eddie Ruben, 
property man, and James Balmer, 
also Pittsburgh, bill boy. Members 
of the executive committee (canvass- 


man) are: C. C. Allenberg, Pitts- 
burgh; Virgil Jackson, Columbus; 
Allan Maritz, Cincinnati; Louis An- 


cell, St. Louis; Charles Perry, De- 
troit; Bert M. Stearn, Cleveland; 
Robert Murphy, Buffalo; Jerry Zig- 
mond, Kansas City; Mare Wolff, In- 


charged the industry with failin 
do a good public relations job and 
failed to meke friends with public. 


| Urged greater participation of thea- 





tre managers in public and 


affairs. 





Up in the Air, Again 
Hollywood, May 20. 

Richard Arlen and Jean Parker 
team up again in ‘Flying Blind,’ the 
third of their aviation features to be 
produced by the Bill Pine-Bill 
Thomas outfit for Paramount. 

Director is Frank McDonald. 





Screeno! 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Cinema theatre’s banknight pool 
went to a guy without a ticket. 
He put a gat on the manager, and 
scrammed with $500. 


civic | 


g to} 





Just Pals 


Detroit, May 20. 

As a sample of small town 
neighborliness, Glenn Wallace, of 
Scottville, Mich., is also buying 
and booking pictures for Don 
Iverson, owner of the nearby 
theatre in Lake City, Mich. 

Iverson was called up in the 
draft and the operator of the 
house in the nearby town al- 
lowed as how it was his patriotic 
duty to take care of the film 
handling. 


GEO. STEVENS NOW PREZ 
OF DIRECTORS GUILD 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Screen Directors Guild has voted 
George Stevens into the presidency 
to succeed Frank Capra, ineligible 
for re-election after two consecutive 
years as prexy. Latter given an 
honorary life membership in the 
Guild. Ernst Lubitsch elected first 
v.p.; Norman Taurog, second v.p.; 
William Seiter, secretary; Tay Gar- 
nett, treasurer; Phil Rosen, assistant 
treasurer. 

Alternate board to represent serial 
westerns and shorts to be polled on 
at the next board meeting. 

Producers meet today with di- 
rectors to discuss Guild demands for 
minimum wage to directors work- 
ing on small budget pictures. An- 
other SDG demand is ‘90-10 Guild 
shop’ and guaranteed terms of em- 
ployment. 


Par Dickers El Capitan 
As Pic Outlet in H’wood 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Deal for the showing of Paramount 
pictures in El Capitan theatre, on 
Hollywood Blvd., day-and-date with 
the Paramount in downtown Los An- 
geles, is in the making with Neil 
Agnew, general sales manager, com- 
ing from New York next week to 
If his ver- 
dict is okay, Paramount moves in 
July 1. 

Company has been considering for 
some time a Hollywood outlet for 
its pictures. Fanchon & Marco is 
ready to sign a lease on the house 
as soon as Par approves. 

Meanwhile, C. E. Toberman, 
owner, and Matt Allen, manager of 
the El Capitan, are eyeing Holly- 
wood Playhouse for stage shows in 
case the Paramount deal is closed. 


Newsman Sues 20th On 























Metro Buys Par-Financed Broadway 
Musical of 1936, ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ 





Metro has purchased the rights to 
‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ a musical 
comedy produced in the fall of 1936 


at the Alvin, N. Y., by Vinton 
Freedley with the backing of Para- 
mount. Latter found no use for it as 
studio material but Metro desired the 
title and may use part of the score 
for an untitled feature. Price paid 
was $15,000, regarded as satisfactory 
for a show that has been on the 
shelf for four years. 

‘Blue’ seemingly fared well enough 
on Broadway with Jimmy Durante, 
Ethel Merman and Bob Hope head- 
ing the cast. However, at the end 
of the enggagement the books proved 
the attraction to have about earned 
back its production cost but there 
was no profit. Musical was sent to 
Chicago, which didn’t like it at all 
and the show was yanked after a 
three-week date which shoved the 
show into a fast $20,000 loss. 

Book for the show was written by 
Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, 
co-authors of the smash, 
Father,’ and co-producers of the hit, 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ Latter has 
also been bought by pictures. 


is given a name, ‘Maria.’ Storm 
starts as a baby way out in the Pa- 
cific and moves east until it has 
crossed the whole of the United 
States. As it hits each section it af- 
fects the lives of verious people, the 
novel detailing what happens to 
each person or group of persons as 
the result of ‘Maria.’ Yarn, in this 
aspect, resembles ‘Bridge of San 
Luis Rey’ and ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Metro has purchased ‘Two Women,’ 
European prize winner for Norma 
Shearer or Joan Crewford. Tran- 
slated into English as ‘Hath Not the 
Potter.’ 

Hugh Wedlock and Howard Sny- 
der, longtime radio gag writers, have 
sold ‘Tomorrow Never Comes’ to 
Frank Capra. It’s a serious yarn, 
They may also cop en assignment to 


| work on the screenplay. 


| Yours,’ 
‘Life With | 





The Big Blow 

~ Novel to be published soon which 
has intrigued Hollywood in its film 
possibilities is ‘The Storm,’ 
George R. Stewart. Principal ~~ 
acter in the book is @ big blow. It 





by | are ‘You Can Be a Write’ 





Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Universal pufchased ‘Temporarily 
mag story by Duane Decker 
and Charles O'Neill. 

Larry Darmour bought screen 
rights to the air serial, ‘Captain Mid- 
night.’ 

Van Fleming, radio scripter, sold 
two short subjects and one feature- 


| length story to Al Kaufman. Shorts 


and ‘Tot 
vs. Titan.’ Longer yarn is ‘Advice 
toa Young Woman.’ 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 





that time. 


play. 


not the radio) rights for $40,000. 


pictures after 


Cesar Romero’s latest starrer, 


20th-Fox. 





‘H’wood Cavalcade’ Tag | 


Allan W. Wells, doling business as 
Wells Feature Syndicate, filed suit | 
(15) in the N. Y. federal | 
court agzeinst 20th Century-Fox | 
Film Corp. charging plagiarism of 
| the title of his syndicated column 
‘Cavalcade of Hollywood,’ in the film 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade. Plaintiff 
claims to have originated the column 
and to have used it in newspapers 
end on the air, and to have made a 
icture using the title. 

The picture cannot be released, 
since 20th-Fox’s prior use of a 
similar title has destroyed its use- 
fulness, it is claimed. An injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and triple 





Republic’s Chain Deal 





Los Angeles, May 20. 
Republic product goes into all the 
National Theatre 
Coast hauses, under a deal closed by 


and Fox-West | 


James R. Grainger, Rep sales chief, | 


rros and Charles Skouras 
and Herbert J. Yates 


with 


Spy 


Grainger 


eave here today (Tues.) for the Re- | 


public sales convention in Chicago. 


UA's Sales 

Making separate deals on ‘Lady 
Hamilton,’ United Artists has closed 
circuit ‘contracts with Loew’s, War- 
ner Bros., RKO, M. A. Shea chain, 
Wilmer & Vincent, Schine Bros., 
Comerford, Skouras, Century, Fa- 
bian, Prudential, Brandt Bros. and 
Walier Reade. 

Lesser deals have been set in the 
Philadelphia and Washington terri- 
tories. 


Briefing the Gridders 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Thirteen gridiron briefies, titled 
‘Football Newsreel,’ will be produced 
by a company composed of Norman 
Sper, Charles Pidgeon and Alton A. 
Brody. 

Sper returned from a tour of 41 
colleges with footage and comment 
for the shorts series. 








inal ‘B’ classification. The 


Even though it hasn’t left the ground, 
flying high financially. Erie Knight, author, 
under an arrangement to draw about $3,000 more for writing the screen 
Subsequent owners of the yarn were Columnist Sidney Skolsky, 
who paid $5,000; Eddie Cantor, who sold it to Frank Lloyd for $22,000, 
and Frank Capra and Robert Riskin, who finally bought the screen (but 


RKO’s successful negotiation with Joseph I. Breen was not the first 
attempt by that studio to gain the services of a Hays office executive. 
When Hiram S. Brown was RKO president several years ago, he wanted 
Charles C. Pettijohn, general counsel of the Producers group, as his studio 
chief, but Will Hays intervened on the plea that Pettijohn was needed 
to handle various state legislative tax problems, 
David O. Selznick was chosen for the RKO post at that time. 


an urgent condition at 





‘The Flying Yorkshireman’ is 
sold it originally for $900, 





New fine grain film is to be used for all Paramount black and white 
years of experimenting. 
revamping of studio and laboratory equipment. 
is said to be a vast improvement in sound and ocular qualities, 


Changeover requires complete 
New ribboned celluloid 





‘Dance Hall,’ has been lifted out of the 
program class and given an ‘A’ advertising schedule and release date by 
This is the second Romero picture to be elevated from its orig- 
other was ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome.’ 


Michael Scotto DiClementi of E Company, 18th Infantry, at Fort Devens, 


Ma SS., 


is the former Mickey Scott of the ‘Our Gang’ comedies. 


Will do 


| tap dance during Fort Devens Radio Party next Friday (23) over WAAB- 


Colonial net, 
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PHILBRICK’S AIDE 
Hollywood, May 20. 

Antrim Short, one-time member of 
the Screen Actors Guild negotiating 
committee, named executive as- 
sistant to Howard Philbrick, general 
manager of Central Casting. 

He succeeds Harold Melniker, re- 
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Congressional Grilling of FCC Is 


Sought by White; Wheeler’s Stand, 


Craneys Exit of N.A.B. Noted 





Washington, May 20. 

At the moment it looks as if the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
gion will be stethoscoped by Con- 
gress. Prospects for adoption of 
the resolution by Senator Wallace 
H. White, Jr., of Maine, wanting to 
know what effect the anti-monopoly 
reform rules will have on the indus- 
try and listeners—are brighter than 
for any other similar congressional 
move to put the reguletors on the 
witness stand. 

Hearings on the White resolution, 
introduced last Tuesday (13), have 
been set for May 31. Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee probably 
will give a nod, though the proposi- 
tion still will have to get by the 
administration-bossed Senate Con- 
tingent Expenditures Committee and 
then still will have to be epproved 
by the upper wing of Congress be- 
fore the full study—covering such 
matters as legality of the Commish 
action, effect of the rules on pro- 
grams, etc.—is all set. 

The Mark Ethridge speech at St. 
Louis lest week, the wide publicity 
of the convention itself made many 
solons take the row a lot more 
seriously. Even some who have 
thought the webs are cloven-hoofed, 
began backing away. 

Wheeler’s Position 

While still wrepped up in his fight 
with the White House over defense 
and war issues, Senator Burton K. 
Wheeler, chairman of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
agreed to preliminary ventilation of 
the directly conflicting views about 
the need for and consequences of the 
Commish rules. Which is pretty 
good indication he is on Senator 
White’s side, despite his statement 
voicing alarm ebout the extent to 
which the networks ‘control’ the na- 
tion’s radio facilities. Wheeler 
seldom calls his committee together 
to take up proposals he opposes, un- 
less there is bone-shattering pres- 
sure. 

The FCC’s ‘finding’ that National 
and Columbia webs dictate use of 
85% of the after-dark wettage is 
‘alarming,’ Wheeler asserted, making 
plain he hasn’t found time to study 
the document or reached any de- 
cision. He said he was ‘worried’ 
to know that such a high proportion 
of the facilities can be dominated 
from New York. 

In some respects, Wheeler’s re- 
merks led to the expectation he will 
disapprove of what the regulators 
decided. Especially in view of ru- 
mors New Dealers in general think 
radio is allotting too much time to 
advocates of the isolationist position 
in scheduling talks on war policies. 
Inasmuch as he is doing everything 
eres to stir up antagonism to the 

resident’s course, Wheeler mey be 
sympathetic to complaints that ‘arbi- 
trary action’ such as the rules sup- 
posedly typify may be followed by 
government control over programs. 

In weighing the Commish con- 
clusions, Wheeler said he will keep 
in mind the following principles: 1. 
Preservation of free speech, so that 
neither the government nor private 
interests can gag any faction in e 
public controversy. 2. Free com- 
petition without artificial restraints 
on potential new webs. 3. ‘No sin- 
gle organization should obtain an 
undue control of what the people of 


~‘One-Man Show’ 


this country may hear.’ 4. That, by 


between chain operation and station 
management. 
Craney Powders 


Withdrawal of Ed Craney (KGIR, 
Butte), from the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters should not be 
overlooked. 
pals end many industry people feel 
that most of the senator’s knowl- 
edge of radio matters comes from 
Craney. Wheeler, moreover, never 
has been publicly friendly to the big 
networks, though he personally gets 
along very well with their exec- 
utives, even to the extent of golfing 
with representatives of ‘the inter- 
ests.” (His son, Edward, is a lawyer 
in the office of Louis G. Caldwell, 
counsel for Mutual). 

Senator White was encoureged by 

the St. Louis blow-off. He counted 
on getting numerous colleagues in- 
terested in his proposition who ordi- 
narily wouldn't care about such a 
question as the legality of FCC ac- 
tions, especially Democrats who are 
inclined to go along with the ad- 
ministration from force of habit end 
others who have submerged their 
personal feelings in order to support 
the White House. With Ethridge, a 
previously loyal Roosevelt backer, 
on the rampage, he stands to benefit 
materially. 
The hearings to decide whether 
the White resolution should be re- 
ported to the senate probably will be 
a dress rehearsel of the row that will 
occur in event the measure is 
adopted and the full inquiry takes 
place. Usually . committee con- 
sideration of such proposals results 
in a full airing of complaints, some- 
times to the point that the formal 
investigation would be entirely su- 
perfluous. 


THE OLD MAID’ 
FOR GEN. FOODS 


Deal is reported about to be closed 
for General Foods to buy the serial- 
ization rights to ‘The Old Maid,’ Zoe 
Akins’ Pulitzer Prize play of 1934-35 
season. Contract is understood to 
include the material and the au- 
thor’s services as adaptor, for a 
starting price of $750 a week, with 
options increasing the amount $150 a 
year thereafter. Not known what 
product the series would be for, but 
Benton & Bowles is mentioned as 
the agency. 

Assignment would be the first ra- 
dio attempt for Miss Akins, who in 
addition to ‘The Old Maid,’ has 
written “The Happy Days,’ current- 
ly at the Henry Miller theatre, N. Y., 
and ‘O, Evening Star,’ an unsuccess- 
ful drama of several seasons ago, 
based on the life of Marie Dressler. 
‘The Old Maid’ was produced as a 
picture about two years ago by 
Warners, with Bette Davis. 











Brad Brown takes over production 
of Gene Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch’ for 
the J. Walter Thompson agency fol- 
lowing resignation of Tony Stan- 
ford. 


to 





Square Budget 





Norman Corwin Devising 


Stunt to Offset Overdrafts 


on Columbia’s Treasury 





To get back to the budget allotted 
him by CBS, Norman Corwin is 
planning a one-man show, to be 
called ‘Soliloquy,’ as one of the pro- 
grams in his ‘26 by Corwin’ series 
Sunday nights. Expenses on the first 
three shows ran above expectations. 
He has general outline for ‘Solil- 
oquy,’ but as yet no one in mind for 
the lead. 

This Sunday (25) night’s edition 
will be ‘Lip Service,’ a play with 
music, featuring Larry Adler as har- 
monica guest soloist and possibly Jo- 
sephine Hull in a supporting comedy 
part. Next week (1) will be a drama 


ON Ene Sets AEDT 


in verse, the only one of the series. 
It’ll be called ‘Appointment’ and the 
theme will be revenge. No one set 
for the cast. 

Another offering of the series will 
be ‘Esther,’ an operetta from the 
Bibilical story, with a score by Lyn 
Murray, who composed the music for 
‘Radio Primer,’ the first show of the 
series. Other programs may include 
vehicles written specially for 
Char'2s Laughton, Ruth Gordon and 
‘Sir Cedric Hardwicke. Four of the 
‘26 by Corwin’ programs will be in- 
cluded in a volume of 13 of his 
scripts, to be published in August by 


|Henry Holt. 


ERI RAE TET IE TU NIA LO I oa 


and lerge, there should be separation | 


He’s one of Wheeler’s |. 


The Fightin’ Blue 





Hollywood, May 20. 
On the wall of every office in 
Tracy Moore’s blue network 
sales department at NBC last 
week was posted the legend: 
‘Business as usual during al- 
tercations.’ 





Kobak Carries On 

In a letter enclosed with the 

- NBC-Blue’s new rate card (No. 

29) Edgar Kobak, the network’s 

sales v.p., called attention to the 

addition of a long list of sta- 

tions to the web since the first 
of the year. 

The opening sentence of the 
letter read: ‘Yes...the Blue Net 
work is still for sale (by the 
‘clock)! 


PRINTERS MAKE 
TAX RADIO’ 
PLEA 


Washington, May 20. 

Ability to pay argument, bolstered 
by reference to ‘tremendous profits’ 
made in selling stations, was given 
the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee Monday (19) in support of 
that heavy gross revenue tax on 
broadcasters advocated by the print- 
ing trades. Levy of 20% om the ag- 
gregate take of upper-bracket trans- 
mitters was urged by John B. Hag- 
erty, president of the International 
Ailied Printing Trades Association 
(A. F. of L.), with schedule scaling 
down to 10% of $150,000. 


Also suggesting that the Federal 
Government snatch 75% of payments 
for radio properties above the actual 
value of what is transferred, Hag- 
erty told the revenue-seekers they 
can bring in around $12,000,000 a 
year by tapping radio. Secondary 
benefit would be creating more jobs 
for union members of the printing 
trades, through wiping out ‘unfair 
competition’ in the advertising field, 
he conceded. 

As was done recently when sup- 
port of publishers was solicited, 
Hagerty laid emphasis on the ‘en- 
tertainment’ side of radio. No de- 
sire on the part of the brotherhoods 














such, he maintained. But broad- 
casters, who purvey amusement and 
entertainment in competition with 
other enterprises subject to special 
taxes, such as motion pictures, should 
be treated the same way. He re- 
marked that Variety regards broad- 
casters as ‘full blood brothers of the 
amusement family’ and most news- 
papers print program sehedules on 
the amusement pages, without men- 
tioning the names of sponsors. And 
the Federal Government treats ra- 
dio as more a medium of entertain- 
ment than of advertising. 

The Argument 

‘We come here with two objec- 
tives—one as Americans to assist 
you in your enormous task of rais- 
ing necessary billions of dollars for 
national defense by indicating a new 
and untaxed source of revenue. The 
other as tradesmen, that you elimi- 
nate, as you can, unfair competition 
that is depriving highly skilled 
American workers of much-needed 
jobs,’ Hagerty told the head-scratch- 
ing lawmakers. 

“You can help us and yourselves 
by the simple expedient of recom- 
mending to the Congress that radio 
broadcasters, primarily dissemina- 
tors of entertainment be taxed on 
their gross incomes exactly as all 
other disseminators are taxed, and 
on the enormous profits cashed in 
on the value of the government fran- 





| chise for which the government re- 
| ceives not a dollar when stations are 
| sold.’ 

Referring to the ‘excessive rebates’ 
allowed by broadcasters, the labor 
leader concentrated his attack on the 
bigger stations. He cited FCC figures 
to show that in 1939 33 clear-chan- 
nel stations, all spraying programs 
from major networks, raked in $27,- 
055,146, with net revenue equivalent 
to 133.6% of the value of the plants, 
and 174 regionals had total revenues 
of $32,814,648, netting 63% of the 
property valuation. Net revenues of 
| 73 transmitters in areas with over 


2,000,000 people amounted to $5,812,- | 


565, or a return of 76.7%. 





Charleston, S. C.—-Meredith Smith, 
director of women’s activities at 
WTMA, resigned to take similar post 





with WWDC, Washington. 





to put the bite on advertising as | 





Roosevelt Didn't See Monopoly 
Report But That’s Only Pinned 
Down Fact in Whole Ethridge Case 





a 


Elmer Davis to Colgate 


Sponsorship Upon His 
Return From England 


Elmer Davis, due back from Erg- 
land sometime next week, will be 
sponsored beginning June 1 by Col- 
gate soap six nights a week in his 
regular 8:55 ‘p.m. news spot on 
Columbia. Remaining night (Mon- 
day) he will go on as a sustainer. 
Before leaving the U. S. several 
weeks ago for a first-hand look at 
the war scene, he was bankrolled by 
Gillette razor. 

Colgate is also continuing its ‘Story 
of Bess Johnson’ serial for the same 
soap product, with Ward Wheelock 
the agency on both shows. Other 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet programs in- 
clude ‘Colgate Spotlight,’ ‘City Desk’ 
and ‘Woman of Courage,’ all with 
the Ted Bates agency, and ‘Ellen 
Randolph,’ ‘Myrt and Marge,” ‘Step- 
mother’ and Bill Stern’s ‘Sports 
Newsreel,’ all handled by Sherman- 
Marquette agency. 


ELLERY QUEEN SERIES 
DUE BACK ON THE AIR 


Frederic Dannay and Manfred Lee, | 
who write under the name of Ellery 
Queen, returned from the Coast last} 
week and will remain in the east in- | 
definitely. Dannay arrived a week 
ago and Lee on Sunday (18). They) 
have a number of projects in the 
works. 


Prime matter on their slate at the| 
moment is a pending deal for the re- | 
turn to the air of their radio series, 
‘The Adventures of Ellery Queen.’| 
Several different firms have con-| 
sidered the show in the last couple | 
of months, but the present deal ap-| 
pears so likely that the authors came | 
on from the Coast to sit in on the| 
dickering. Identity of the prospec-| 
tive bankroller isn’t revealed. Pro-| 
gram was sponsored by Gulf Oil last 
summer and before that was a CBS| 
sustainer, 


_— 

















GILLETTE’S WORLD SERIES 


| 
Deal Made Through Mutual As in| 
Former Seasons 








Chicago, May 20. 
As had been expected generally, 
Mutual again sold the exelusive 
rights to the World’s Series, Gillette 
taking the broadcasts for the 1941 
baseball classic. 


Mutual has held the option for the 
rights for several years and goes 
into the coming series with an op- 
— for the exclusive rights in 1942 
also. 








Maxwell Coffee Iced 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Maxwell House coffee show drops 
off for seven weeks after July 10 
broadcast. 
All hands have been renewed for | 
the fall resumption. | 








Washington, May 20. 

The Federal Communications Com. 
mission majority seems to be non- 
plussed as a result of President 
Roosevelt’s statement Friday (16) 
that he had no advance knowledge 
of the nature of either the rules or 
report which wound up the chain- 
monopoly investigation. Though he 
declined to express any opinion of 
the reforms and took no formal no- 
tice of the to-do, the Chief Executive 
failed to back up the crack-down 
element on the regulatory body. 


Leaving newspaper correspondents 
still wondering where Chairman 
James L. Fly and his four colleagues 
stand, Mr. Roosevelt said flatly and 
unequivocally that he had not seen 
the proposed reforms. The infer- 
ence drawn by scribes at his con- 
ference was that he had no idea the 
Commish was about to take such 
speedy action, let alone go to such 
lengths to stamp out monopoly. 


Mystery about the White House 
attitude was not completely removed, 
though, for the President neatly 
avoided divulging whether he sides 
with Mark Ethridge. After the Chief 
Exec declined to comment on the 
FCC report, observation was made 
that apparently Ethridge was right 
in commenting he was ‘deceived and 
almost betrayed’ by the majority of 
the regulators. To this, Mr. Roose- 
velt apologized that he hadn’t found 
time to go into the matter, having 
been too occupied with other more 
important things, meaning inter- 
national problems and the defense 
program. 


No official cognizance of the Presi- 
dent’s statement was taken by Fly 
or others comprising the Commish 
majority. On their behalf—and en- 
tirely informally—it was suggested 
they never would have gone ahead 
unless they felt certain the Chief 
Exec was behind them, while one of 
Fly’s confidantes pointedly doubted 
if industry people thought the Com- 
mish chairman on his recent White 
House visits talked about interna- 
tional affairs. Still, nobody claimed 
that Mr. Roosevelt flashed the green 
light. 


The demand of the National -Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters’ executive 
board that Fly be removed drew a 
tart comment. Fly retorted, ‘It is of 
no great concern to our democracy 
whether any one particular man or 
group of men shall occupy public of- 
fice. It is of real concern to the Na- 
tion, however, that official positions 
be held by men of sufficient strength 
of character to do their duty in the 
face of the strongest pressures which 
can be turned upon them.’ 


Another attempt to smoke out the 
White House on the Ethridge charges 
flopped. Presidential Secretary 
Stephen T. Early, who on Tuesday 
(13) reprimanded officals of Mutual 
for implying that the President sees 
eye to eye with them on the rules, 
wiggled out when asked to comment 
on the WHAS exec’s ‘deceived and 
almost betrayed’ charge. Early re- 
plied, ‘I think Mr. Ethridge is a 
gentleman of great honesty and sin- 
cerity of purpose’ when asked for 
comment on the accusation that Fly 
& Co. acted without the Chief Ex- 
ecutive’s consent. 


~ Teachers’ Union Loses N.Y. Case 


Judge Dismisses Suit Growing Out of WMCA’s 


Cancellation of Headache 





Suit of Dr. Bella V. Dodd and Dr. | 
Robert K. Speer, teachers, against | 
WMCA, New York, the Joint Legis- | 
letive Committee, Herbert R. Rapp, 
and Frederic R. Coudert, Jr., was 
dismissed Thursday (15) by federal | 
Judge Samuel Mandelbaum. The 
court ruled that it could find no vio- 
lation of the plaintiffs’ constitu- 
tional rights in the teachers union | 
feud case. Dr. Dodd is a former of- 
ficer of Local 5 of the N. Y. Teach- | 
ers Union; Speer is prez of the Col- 
lege Teachers Union. State Senators 


|in the schools. 
through coercion and examinations 
| of officials of WMCA, the station de- 


Rapp and Coudert heed the Joint 
Legislative Committee investigating 
subversive activities in N. Y. schools. 

Plaintiffs had sought through a 


| Series of broadcasts over WMCA to 


explain their point of view on the 
investigation of subversive activities 
It was charged that 


cided to cancel the broadcasts since 

it was costing too much to heve its 

officers consistently in court. 
Violation of the rights to free 


/ speech were charged in the action, 


which sought a court injunction 


_ against interference. 
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SAME OLD SUMMER TIME 





Cigar Prices and Radio Plans 


e 





Some of the cigar manufacturers using radio have already reacted 
to the discussion going on in Washington about imposing a substantial 
tax on this product. Their agencies have been advised to go easy on 
any future commitments for radio or space advertising, while the 


agency handling a nickel cigar was 


mercials more than two weeks in advance. 

The heavy advertisers in radio among the cigarmakers are those that 
put out nickel brands and the problem facing them is whether the 
forced raise in price will require a radical change in sales approach, 
or make it necessary for them to cut down in their advertising budgets. 


~ APRA Back (Extra) Fee Collections 











Actors Union Convention 


Talks Currently on —_ Hulbert Taft in Cincy 


instructed not to prepare any com- 


in Detroit Aug. 14-17— 





American Federation of Radio 
Artists collected claims for extra 
fees for off-the-line recordings, | 
overtime, etc., in the amount of $16,- 
907.50 in the month of April. That 
brings to a total of $32,315.35 the 
money collected in clzims during the 
first four months of this yedr. Of 
the April figure, $15,197.50 was col- 
lected in New York, $1,460 in Los 
Angeles and $250 in Chicago. 

The union’s New York local will 
hold its next membership meeting 
June 12 at the Astor hotel,. 
Main business of the session will be 
the nomination of members to the 
national board to serve three years. 
New York is entitled to 18 mem- 
bers of the body. 
bers from New York go out this 
year: Bill Adams, Frank Chapman, 
Everett Clerk, Ben Grauer, Alex 
McKee, Margaret Speaks, Ned We- 
ver. The local will be entitled to 
send seven national board members 
to the annual convention in De- | 
troit Aug. 14-17. 
referendum June 25. 

New talent egency licenses have 
been issued by the union to the fol- 
lowing: Harry Bestry, William Dell 
& Lew Sharp, Harry Green, Radio- 
Field, Fred Robbins & Robert H. 
Calvert, Jr., and George Wood, all | 
of New York; Everett N. Crosby and | 
the Bert Levey Circuit, of Holly- 
wood, and the Associated Booking | 
Agency, of Milwaukee. 
the Lang-Pam agency is ennounced 
as having changed its name to Jen- 
nings Lang and the Hallam Cooley 
Agency & S. George Ullman is now 
known as simply Hallam Cooley 
agency. 

Negotiations On. 
Cincinnati, Mey 20. 
With negotiations 

Cincinnati local of 


WKRC 


Hulbert Taft-owned station WKRC 
at a crucial point, Emily Holt, na- 
tional executive-secretary of ARFA 
is due here todey 
plane to sit in with Hyman Faine, 
the union’s national organizer, on 
the huddles. Understood that wage 


Scales and working conditions are | 
a minor issue of the discussions, but | 


that the question of an AFRA shop 
is the prime stumbling block to the 
agreement. 

Negotiations were zlso in progress 
between AFRA and the manage- 
ment. of WCKY, but have been 
temporarily discontinued due to the 
iliness of Ford Billings, sales man- 
ager, representing the station. He 
1S now recuperating from an op- 
eration. 





KFAC Signs AFRA 
Los Angeles, May 20. 

New contract has been signed 

with KFAC, local indie station, by | 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. Another is being negotiated 
with KMTR, also a small indie here. 

According to word from San Fran- | 
cisco, AFRA has signed a pact with 
KSAN there. 





Chico Fereira, Brazilian. 
Pivot of Ry-Krisp ‘Maybe’ 


Romney Brent is getting together | 
‘South American | 


a new CBS show, 
Cruise,” which Ry- Krisp may under- 
write. Former juvenile has been 
legit and radio-producing of late. 
Chico Fereira, Brazilian Bing 
Crosby, may head it up. Latter is 


— under Herman Bernie’s direc- 
ion, 


ae A 


Following mem- | 


Election will be by | 


In addition, 


between the | 
the American | 
Federation of Radio Artists and the | 


(Tuesday) by | 








AVERAGES UP ON 
INS, OUTS, oUBD 


Benny Goodman With Hol- 
land Furnace for Period— 
Serial Agencies Hold Most 





Seanad Rosenbaum Denies His Boss 


Frowns Upon Leadership Against FCC 





Lum and Abner Set For 
Seven NBC Stations 


Chicago, May 20. 


Miles Laboratories for its Alka- 


Seltzer product has signatured for a 





of Programs Through 
Heat 


CANTOR SUBSTITUTE 





Current network summer season, 
now largely set, is not expected to 
see many changes in existing sched- 
ules. Like the 1940-41 winter sea- 
son, new shows are few and. far 
between, although, on the other 





‘Dari Rich Buys CBS 
Saturday A.M., for Serial 
With Florence Rice 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Half-hour program with a weekly 
change of guest stars has been taken 
iby Dari-Rich products for a Satur- 
,\day morning transcontinental ride 








,cver the Columbia network. Launch- 
ing the series May 31 will be Flor- 
ence Rice and Russell Gleason in 
Roger Denny’s original, ‘You aaa! 
Budget Romance.’ 

Paul Pierce produces the drama | 
cycle, facetiously called the poor 
'man’s ‘Silver Theatre.’ 








Portland, Ore.—John Emmel, 
anist and organist in new series on | 
KALE. 


| at the moment: 


hand, drop-outs are virtually just 
|}as unspectacular. Here is how the 
program and agency lineup looks 


Coca-Cola program, with Andre 
Kostelanetz and Albert Spalding, 
may go from its present 4:30 p.m. 


coast NBC-Red web of seven stations 
starting May 26. 
Wade agency here, the pain-feliever 
will use ‘Lum ’n’ Abner’ on a sched- 
ule of four times weekly. 

Starting on a 13-week initial deal, 
the program -will air over KPO, 
KMJ, KFI, KGW, KOMO, KHQ and 
KMED. 


WJAR Providence Show 
On Air Uninterruptedly 
Since ’27; U. S.’s Oldest 


" Providence, May 20. 
‘The Rhode Island Historian,” old- 











Sunday time to the 8 o'clock Helen 
Hayes spot on CBS when the latter 
show folds for the season. Shift 
would be effective June 29. Lipton’s | 
Tea has until Friday (23) to decide 
on whether to hold the Hayes series | 
over the summer, but probably will | 
drop it. 

Musical stanza will shrink from | 
its present 45 minutes to a half-hour 
{length when it makes the move. It 


| will have just the single broadcast, | 


not the 10:30 p.m. repeat to the | 
Coast, which the Helen Hayes show | 
does. Shift is to allow for the usual | 


Pl- | decrease in daytime Sunday listen- | 


| 
(Continued on page 28) 





scribed into Braille. 


| est commercial program in the coun- 
‘try, aired its 500th program over its 
| original station WJAR last week. 
| Conducted by John W. Haley since 
October, 1927, the program has been 
broadcast weekly without a miss. 
Weekly 15-minute spot has been 
sponsored by the same firm in all 
that time, the Old Stone Bank. 
Haley pointed out that material 
aired during the program’s 14-year 
stay on the airways amounted to just 
about twice as much reading matter 
to be found in ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Haley’s broadcast programs have 
been printed in book form and tran- 





N. A. B. IN THE SUNLIGHT 


Neville Miller has set the 


‘is the ideal time to challenge t 


idea of broadcasters having their emotions in 
bearing ‘in mind that broadcasters are 


| public, 
custodians of the public int 
| judged as judges are judged. 

may make, and they 
lital of James L. Fly’s supposed 
aoe they will perhaps do w 

'their own convention behavior. 
| been smarter. 


agenc ies S; 


‘his is at once evidence of th 


| broadcasters to remember they are on dress Meantime 
|parade before the nation. 

| ist < was to be 

| This much seems true of almost any crowd = war against the 
numbering into the hundreds: the I. Q. of the 

|whole tends to be far lower than the I. QO. are nice quest 
of the individual persons. All large gather- convention 

ings tend to have dormant mob tendencies, 


fashion for 
letting things go unchallenged so perhaps now 


are trying to make, 


The daily press and many onlookers from 
SpOnsors, social groups, 
bure aus now attend the N. A. B. conventions. 


not ders the N. A. 
he whole basic 
other people's 
‘oversight’ 
tation 
face value. 


erest and are 
If broadcasters 
cap- 
‘display’ in St. 
ell to consider 

It could have 


and protocol iS 


he was in.St. | 


he hoped he could 
and at a moment when his presence would | sponsored by 
attract snow- | 


Government attract 
balls. 


e great impor- conference! 


tance of radio and of the growing need of 


followed by 


when ‘e 


incidents like 
( oul in’t he 


did the 


B. stage-management provided 


(a) heckling of the speech of a guest of the 
convention, (b) an impassioned description of 
amazing | 


(ec) -an 
a self-righteous irri-| 
weren't taken at} 


bad motives, 
xplanations’ 


to be called perhaps James L. 


Fly might oblige by rising and expl aining why | 


,ouls in the first place and wh: at | 
accomplish in a situation | 


silk hats 
have been conveniently in 


broadcasters know in 


advance (in order to fully consider) that there 


stampeded themselves -into excesses? 


an open convention declaration of 


FCC? Have they, perhaps, 


ions for sober week-after-the- 


reflection. 


-itic: ‘f ‘ ' . 3 -} oly 
o be uncritically ‘for’ things and unthinkingl) ’ 
. , . ‘ a 1d } -j Another good question: Is it wise to stir up 
iwainst’ things. All of which would be much . AS 1t Wi 
5 S . ; ’ a Congressional investigation? Suppose, that 
less significant at any ordinary ‘business con- ‘ = ‘ 18% f suppose,.thé 
“Flees > . 3 ‘ ] So investigation goes on tor months and its net 
vention. Broadcasters must remember theirs : . 
6. tnd? he result is to modify a few minor points but at 
is a ‘public’ and a ‘social’ convention, that ‘ a . 
the cost of spreading doubt far and wide in 


they 
with a jaundiced eye by shrewd 
are thinking ‘these are the me 
have given the practical everyd 
| the air. 


Well-wishers of broadcasting, 


‘by their own partisan participation, 


| gret as unfortunate the whole 


are being closely examined at all times 


observers who 
n to whom we 
ay control over 


any 


a holiday 


unless blinded industry 


must re- 
St. Louis fuss 


_betw een the chairman of the regulatory body 


‘and the paid president of the 
tion. Personalities 
obscured the ‘monopoly’ 


lic interest. 


| 


Instead of using the great publicity oppor- 


tunity of its own convention 
discussion of the FCC’s ‘anti 


and unpleasantries have 
issues and galling 
personal memories will make more difficult 
any compromise based on good will and pub- 


trade associa- 


pe arance 


the men and the 
member of 
friends in Congress can make a holiday of the 
FCC and not expect the FCC’s friends to make 
in re 
who will be cross-examined with all | 
the venom and innuendo that can be packed 
into questions ? 


managements of radio? Does 
the N. A. B. suppose that its 


turn of the famous men of the 


As a pleasant contrast to the Mississippi fish | 
odors of St. Louis last week, this week’s ap- 
from 
reasoned, point by point analysis of the FCC 
rules and their probable effect upon network 


the CBS print 


shop of a 


status quo, is highly recommended to the trade. | 


for the factual 
monopoly’ or 


It is a long document but worth reading (it is | 
reproduced, nearly complete, elsewhere in this | 
issue of Variety), and it pitches the discussion | wijlson may come to New York 
on a more appropriate 


intellectual level. 


Set through the 


These | 





St. Louis, May 20. 

Much eyebrow lifting was caused 
around the National Association of 
Broadcasters convention last 
Wednesday (21) by the announce- 
ment that Samuel Rosenbaum, WFIL, 
Philadelphia, had resigned as chair- 
man of the executive committee of 
the Independent Radio Network Af- 
filiates. Prior to Rosenbaum’s action 
there had been a report around the 
convention lobby that his employers, 
the Greenfields, of Philadelphia, had 
asked him to tone down on his par- 


_ ticipation in the fight against the 


FCC’s monopoly report and retire 
from the IRNA chairmanship, Rosen- 
baum denied this, saying that he had 
resigned because of the press of 
other duties, 

Another reesignee from the com- 
mittee was Paul Morency, WTIC, 
Hartford, as vice-chairman. The 
IRNA board voted Wednesday to lay 
their resignations on the table and 
urge the two to hold their posts until 
the board’s next meeting. 


Lorimers’ Maudie’ 
As Air Program 
For Wonder Bread 


Continental Baking (Wonder 
Bread) will replace its ‘Your Mar- 
riage Club’ series with a new dra- 
matic comedy show, ‘Maudie,’ from 
the Graeme and Sarah Lorimer 
magazine stories, the middle of Au- 
gust. Mary Mason will be featured 
on tre show, which will be pro- 
duced by the William Morris agency. 
Albert G. Miller is scripting and 
Gordon Graham will direct. Ted 











| Bates is the agency. 


Exact starting date for the series 
|is indefinite at the moment because 
the time isn’t set. ‘Marriage Club’ 
| is currently in the 8 p.m. spot Satur- 
| days (with a repeat at 11 p.m.) on 
CBS, but will be changed to another 


Of course if a post mortem class in etiquette | time (probably Thursday night) in 


|a few weeks, possibly on another 
|network. Whatever that spot is, 
‘Maudie’ will take it over during the 
| week of Aug. 10. 

Other Ted Bates programs, all 
Colgate-Pa'mol:ve- 


Peet, are more or less set to con- 


tinue indefinitely. ‘Colgate Spot- 
light’ (Colgate dental cream), started 


some weeks ago in 8-8:30 spot Thurs- 
day nights on CBS, and ‘City Desk’ 
(Palmolive shave cream) follows 
|immediately after in the 8:30-8:55 
niche on the sarne network. Agency 
is watching both shows and making 
}occasional revisions. ‘City Desk’ 
may change its time, but it is doubt- 
ful if ‘Maudie’ would be moved into 
the vacated position, as that would 
bring it opposite ‘Aldrich Family’ 
|on NBC red (WEAF) and the two 
'shows are too similar in general 


type. 

Only other Bates program is 
‘Woman of Courage’ (Octagon prod- 
ucts), also handled by Sherman & 
Marquette agency for Crystal White. 
It is slated to continue indefinitely. 


Linnea Nelson Rests 
After N.A.B. Convention 


St. Louis, May 20. 

Linnea Nelson, time buyer for J. 
Walter Thompson agency in New 
| York, has extended her stay away 
|from the office for another two 
| weeks. After four days of the 
!N.A.B. convention last week she de- 
'cided to take a two-weeks’ vacation. 
Most of the resting will be done 
| around New Orleans. 


Meredith Willson’s first of four for 
, Ford starting May 18 sees him 
| flying from Hollywood to Detroit and 
back again for his regular Maxwell 
| House show. Peggy (the Missus) 


‘from Detroit on a holiday. 


{ 
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CBS IN POINT-BY-POINT ATTACK ON 











(As promised two weeks} 


ago by William S. Paley in his 
original comment upon the 
FCC’s ‘monopoly’ orders, a de- 
tailed analysis of the docu- 
ment itself and its implica- 
tions, as interpreted by CBS, 
has been issued. This takes 


the form of a 27-page state-| 


ment headed ‘What the New 
Radio Rules Mean.’ It is in- 
tended as a handbook for 
broadcasters, le‘gislators, 
newspapermen and other in- 
terested parties. The docu- 
ment is perhaps the most 
complete reasoned presenta- 
tion of network management 
philosophy to appear in a con- 
cise statement. 
and as an official 


rebuttal to the FCC’s own 


lengthy report, the CBS state- 


ment is printed, partly ver- 
batim, on this page.—Ed.) 





Strikes at Contracts 


Under Rules 1 and 2 the Commis- 
sion denies the right of an individual | 
radio station to make an exclusive 
contract with a network. 














Sometimes you have to take a 


Look at Europe today. 


happening and do something about 


see them or read them. They are 
thick Government report. 
sugar-coated with nice words 


phrases about the public interest. 





| a blitzkrieg a rescue party. 


| Even if people read these ‘regulations,’ it would be 6. 
| difficult to see how destructive they are without an 
As just that,! explanation of their hidden meaning and their ruinous 
network effect on the American system of broadcasting. 
Columbia Broadcasting System states that, instead of 
| benefiting the public, instead of promoting competition, 7. 
radio broadcasting, 
'Commission proposes to do will have these effects: 
1. It will threaten the very existence of present 


network broadcasting service and bring about in- 8. 
describable confusion to radio listeners, to radio 


instead of improving 


stations, and to the users of radio. 
2. It will seriously threaten the 


people to get them to realize what it means to lose it. 


That is going to be true of radio broadcasting as we 
know it in America unless people understand what is 


Last week the Federal Communications Commission 3 
adopted eight new ‘regulations.’ Most people will never . 


Like a bitter pill, they are 
and _ high-sounding 
Then, to make the 
deception complete, they were handed out with a press 
| release that would make people think the Commission 5 
' is protecting what it is actually wrecking. Like calling . 


(As Seen By Columbia) 


radio listeners 
grams, such as 
phony 


thing away from 


We do not see 
it. 
this kind. 


wrapped up in a sections of the 


stations ef an 
seriously affect 
local audiences 


the people. 


dustry to give 


gether. 
what the ship over what 


power. 


broadcasts, 
religious programs, Columbia’s world news service. 


What the New Radio Rules Mean 


of their favorite sustaining pre- 


‘the New York Philharmonic Sym- 


Columbia’s educational and 


how, under these ‘regulations,’ we 


can afford to produce and broadcast programs of 


It will establish radic monopolies in many 


country which are now served by 


competing stations and competing networks, 
4. It will deprive hundreds of independent radio 


important source of revenue and 
their opportunity to build up their 
through network programs. 


It will deprive business of an orderly and 
stable method of bringing sponsored programs to 


It will weaken the ability of the radio in- 


the kind of broadcasting service 


that people have come to demand, and encourage 
the Government to take over broadcasting alto- 


It will open the door to Government dictator- 


programs go on the air, and thus 


make radio an instrument of partisan political 


It will paralyze broadcasting as a national 
service at a time when radio should be encour- 


aged to continue and enlarge its contribution to 


continuance to 


national unity and morale. 





and all the other things that make 
network broadcasting possible. 
There is nothing sinister, unhealthy 
or monopolistic about this arrange- 
ment. Other magazines cannot ,sell 





RULE NO. 1 SAYS IN EFFECT 


The Commission will take away) 
the license of any station if it agrees 
to broadcast network programs from 
only one network even though the 
station does not want and cannot 
find time for programs from more 
than one network. 

YULE NO. 2 SAYS IN EFFECT 

The Commission will take away 
the license of any station if the sta- 
tion makes a contract which with- 
holds from its competitors the bene- 
fits of its network affiliation. 

The first two of the new ‘regula- 
tions’ knock out the present con- 
tracts between the stations and the 
networks with which they are af- 
filiated. That alone would kill the 
kind of network broadcasting serv- 
ice the people of this country enjoy 
on a nation-wide basis. 

CBS and its affiliated stations now 
have a common-sense arrangement 
which provides that Columbia will 
not furnish programs to any station 
in a city other than its affiliated sta- 
tion (except in case of public emer- 
gency), and that the affiliated sta- 
tion will not carry program of any 
other national network. 

-That arrangement benefits all con- 
cerned, including the public. 


advertising in the columns of Time, 
Life, The Saturday Evening Post, or 
Collier’s. The circulation built by a 
newspaper is used exclusively for its 
own benefit and that of its own ad- 
vertisers. It would obviously be ab- 
surd to require The New York Times 





to make its circulation available for 


Mirror. 


magazine offers an advertiser. It is 
circulation, in the form of guaran- 
teed station outlets and their audi- 
ence, that a network offers to adver- 
tisers. The network has invested 
millions of doliars to help build up 
and enlarge the audience of its sta- 
tions. There would be no induce- 
ment for a newspaper to build up its 
circulation for the benefit of another 
newspaper. It is absurd to expect a 
network to build up an audience for 
the benefit of another network. 


The network advertiser wants the 
biggest possible nation-wide circula- 
tion that he can get. He wants it at 
a reasonable price and he wants to 
be assured that he can keep it. so 
long as he gives the public the kind 
of programs it wants to hear. It is 
this assurance of nation-wide circu- 





t gives both our affiliated stations 
and the network a stable basis of 
operations, so that we, on behalf of 
both the stations and ourselves, can 
guarantee to the advertiser a definite 
coverage and an audience, 

The individual station’s choice is 
a free one, in a free market. Natur- 
ally, that station insists that it have 
the right to broadcast exclusively in 
its listening area the network pro- 
grams which are available to it. 

These affiliates are both high and 
low-powered stations, situated in all 
sections of the country. Our service 


to them consists of commercial pro- | 


grams, for which they receive a cer- 
tain percentage of the advertiser’s 
dollar, and of sustaining programs 
furnished at our expense. The lat- 
ter include such broadcasts as sym- 
phony concerts, world news, educa- 
tional forums, religious programs 
and other programs that make for a 
well-rounded public service and help 
to increase the prestige and the lis- 
tening audience of the affiliated sta- 
tions. 

Secause Of its contracts with af- 
fil.ated stations—without which it 
could not sell substantial amounts of 
time to national advertisers—CBS in 
the year 1940 was able to spend mil- 
li-ns of dollars for non-advertising 
p. ‘3rams, nearly all of which were 
of .he kind that a local station could 
hn. create for itself. 

JInly because CBS is able to de- 
li.er guaranteed outlets for adver- 
ti ing programs is it able to main- 
tain for 16 hours a day, 365 days in 
a year, leased telephone lines link- 
inz these outlets throughout Amer- 
ic: , giving the entire nation constant 
access to network programs; to main- 
tains its studio facilities, engineering 
equipment, foreign representatives, 
representatives in the nation’s cap- 
ital, a highly organized news staff 


aes eee ee 


lation year in and year out which 
| induces the advertiser to spend tre- 
| mendous sums for programs which 
| make possible in America the ex- 
traordinarily high type of entertain- 
| ment that characterizes our broad- 
casting. 

It would be utterly impossible for 
Columbia or any other network to 
do this if it did not know from day 
to day what circulation it could de- 
liver, what stations it could call on, 
what time on those stations 
available to it. Yet under the Com- 
mission’s ‘regulations,’ CBS “would 
not know whether it could deliver 2 
good outlet, or any outlet at all, and 
the advertiser would not know upon 
what kind of circulation he could 
count. 

If you deny a station the right to 
the exclusive service of the network 
| with which it is affiliated, and deny 
the network the right to count upon 
that station and its audience in sell- 
ing time to netional advertisers, you 
destroy the basis of nation-wide net- 
work broadcasting as it has de- 
veloped in this country. 
evils that -you substitute for it can- 
not be forecast. But some of these 
evils are obvious. 

These new ‘regulations’ will stimu- 
late the formation of fly-by-night 
organizations which need provide no 
broadcasting service such as people 
know that service today, but which 
can serve merely as time brokers, 
clearing time for advertisers. Such 
time brokerg could, of course, cut 
rates to the advertiser and seli the 
audience of Hations which the pres- 
ent network have helped to build up 
through the broad and expensive 
service they have rendered. These 
fly-by-night time brokers, having no 
permanent relationship with the sta- 
tions, need feel no necessity for 
rendering public service. 





the benefit of the New York Daily | 


Circulation is what a newspaper or | 





Short Term Rule 


Under Rule No. 3, the Commission 
would deny a license to any radio 
station which agrees to take the pro- 
grams of a network for a period 
longer than twelve months. 


RULE NO. 3 SAYS IN EFFECT 


The Commission will take away 
the license of any station if that sta- 
tion tries to insure its audience and 
its existence as a network affiliate— 
or if it tries to insure a network of 
an outlet in its area—for more than 
12 months at a time. The Com- 
mission will do this even though the 
station and the network may have 
two, three or five-year commitments 
for studio, talent, equipment and 
other broadcasting facilities. 

The third’ of the new ‘regulations’ 
means that the whole network busi- 
ness might be shuffled end scrambled 
every year because the Commission 
says it will not give a license to a 
station that agrees to affiliate itself 
with a network for more than one 
year (assuming a network could 
exist under the Commission’s ‘regu- 
lations’). 

This is thoroughly impracticable. 


Buildings have to be erected for 














was | 


All the | 


| more than one year. Costly studio 
|} construction has to be undertaken 
| for more than one year; rented space 
for offices, studios, news depart- 
ments, and so on, cannot be advan- 
tageously leased on a one-yeer basis, 
Outstanding features such as _ the 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 
must be arranged on other than a 
_year to year basis. Artists and fee- 
tures which build the character and 
quality of a network must be ar- 
ranged for over longer periods of 
|time. Management and personnel 
must be stable, reasonebly secure, 
highly trained, and experienced. 

Organization of this kind can be 
maintained only on a long-time basis. 
| Ho responsible business management 
|can enter into such normally neces- 
|Sary business zrrangements knowing 
| that it can continue to do business 
'only on & transient basis. 








Option Time 











Under Rule No. 4, the Commission 
proposes to curtail the opportunity 
of an individual radio station to ear- 
mark a portion of its time for net- 
work programs. 


RULE NO. 4 SAYS IN EFFECT 
The Commission will take away 
the license of any station if that sta- 
| tion agrees to give a network a firm 
option on any part of its broadcast- 
ing time, even though this may be 


| the network can place nationally 
sponsored programs on the station. 

The fourth of the new ‘regulations’ 
would deprive 2 station of its license 
if it gives a network any call on its 
time. This is the arrangement com- 
monly known in the industry as 
‘option time.’ 

‘Option time’ simply means that 


the only practicable way in which! 


affiliated station’s time, so that the 
network always knows that it can 
place its sponsored programs and 
that they can be broadcast simul- 
taneously throughout the country, or 
that they can be broedcast over one 
group of stations at one hour and 
over another group of stations at 
another hour. 


Option time is the only method 
under which network broadcasting 
is practical. It has enabled the net- 
works to perform the whole miracle 
of radio, namely, that the finest en- 
tertainment, the most interesting 
and dramatic events on the stage of 
the world can be heard in the homes 
of America at the very time they 
are happening. 


Under present arrangements, local 
stations, because of the audience at- 
traction of the network programs, 
are enabled to sell time to local ad- 
vertisers at very much higher rates 
than they could otherwise command. 
They are always free to displace a 
network program with any local 
public service program which they 
believe would be in the interest of 
their own communities. The net- 
works do not even come near taking 
all of the time of the local station. 
It is a combination of nation-wide 
network service supplemented by 
local service which gives the com- 
munity its greatest value in radio 
service as a whole, 


The plain fact is that this rule, in 
conjunction with Rules 1 and 2, 
would put an end to network broad- 
casting service as we know it in this 
country. People now enjoy the best 
nation-wide broadcasting in the 
world because under our free Amer- 
ican radio, certain things have been 
possible: 


(1) The network has been able to 
offer to the national advertiser a 
definite field of circulation, and a 
definite time on which the adver- 
tiser may bring his products or 
services to the attention of the 
public. 


(2) The network has been able to 
offer to the local broadcasting sta- 
tion an opportunity to use a portion 
of its time for nationally sponsored 
programs. 


(3) The network has, accordingly, 
been able to—and has—set aside a 
substantial part of what the national 
advertiser pays, to be used for the 
direct benefit of the public, in grv- 
ing them up-to-the-minute news of 
the world, bringing them the music 
of great orchestras, providing them 
with forums for discussion of cur- 
rent events, and affording them a 
wide variety of programs of re- 
ligious, educational, cultural and en- 
tertainment value. The network of- 
fers these programs to the local 
broadcasting station, which can take 
them or not, as it pleases. The great 
nation-wide radio audiences of many 
of these programs speak for their 
popularity with the public, and their 
prestige and audience-building value 
to the local station. 

Thus, the local broadcasting sta- 
tion has been glad and willing to 
give the network an option on a 
part of its broadcasting time: 

First, because that time at once 








Columbia has a call on a part of the 


becomes an important potential 








source of revenue and a means of 
building prestige and audience; and, 

Second, because, through the net. 
work affiliation, the station is en- 
abled to present to its audience a 
wide variety of high-type news, edu. 
cational, entertainment, and cultural 
programs which it could not pos. 
sibly afford itself. ' 

Now she Commission strikes a 
the essential elements of network 
affiliation end option time. If its ar. 
bitrary orders are enforced, the net- 
work organization will be unable to 
offer a definite network of stations 
to the advertiser, or a definite time 
on which he can broadcast. It will 
also be unable to build, produce or 
otherwise provide the news, educa. 
tional, religious, cultural, and entere 
tainment programs which it now of- 
fers to the whole country. 

That means two things: 

(1) It means that the relationship 
of national advertising to radio 
broadcasting will be thrown into 
chaos. 

(2) It means a serious threat to all 
sustaining broadcasting. CBS does 
not see how under these rules it can 
maintain its news reporting staffs 
throughout the world, provide the 
educational programs which now go 
into more than 200,000 classrooms 
in American public schools, broad- 
cast the concerts of great musical 
organizations, such as the New York 
Philharmonic Symphony, or cone- 
tinue the development of its new 
Latin-American network, 

That is why we say that these 
‘regulations,’ and particularly Rules 
1, 2, and 4, mean the erid of nation- 
wide network broadcasting service 
as we have known it in this country. 


Superfuons 


Under Rule No. 5, the Commission 
would deny a broadcasting license to 
any radio station which failed to 
reserve, in its contract with a net- 
work, the right to reject a network 
program. 


RULE NO. 5 IMPLIES 


That the individual station does 
not now have this privilege. The 
fact is that any network affiliate has 
the right to reject any network pro- 
gram, if in its opinion the public ine 
terest would be served by such ree 
jection, 

The fifth of the Commission’s new 
‘regulations’ serves no  purposé 
whatsoever unless it is designed to 
create a public impression that the 
networks force upon their affiliated 
stations programs which the stations 
do not want. This ‘regulation’ says 
that the Commission will refuse to 
license a station unless the station 
retains the right to reject network 














programs. Stations already have 
this right. They are always free 
under existing practices to refuse 


programs which they regard as un- 
suitable to their cornmunities. The 
fact that they do not do so is a testi- 
monial to the high quality and the 
high standards of the networks’ 
offerings. But the Commission fails 
to point this out. 


M. and 0. Stations 


Under Rule No. 6, the Commission 
would deny a license to any radio 
station belonging to a network or- 
ganization which owns another sta- 
tion in the same area, or if other 
stations in the same area are not as 
strong in power or coverage as the 
network station. 

RULE NO. 6 SAYS IN EFFECT: 

If there is a single strong radio 
broadcasting station in a community, 
able to give better service than 
smaller stations in the same area, 
and it belongs to a network, the 
Commission will cancel its license, 
It also says that no network shall 
own two stations in the same area. 

CBS owns seven stations and 
leases one out of a total of 122 on 
the Columbia network. It does not 
own two stations in any single area. 
Yet this rule threatens Columbia 
with the loss of one or more of its 
owned stations. The rule is a plain 
attempt to subordinate the publie 
interest in favor of a fiat discrimi- 
nation against any radio station be- 
longing to a network. 

But if the Commission outlaws ex- 
clusive arrangements between af- 
filiated stations and networks, and 
outlaws option time, there is no 

(Continued on page 32) 
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TACKLE D.C. 


St. L. Convention Closes on Sour Note 
Of ‘Bad Manners Versus ‘Temper’ 








St. Louis, May 20. 

After the convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
had closed at the Jefferson hotel last 
Thursday (22) some dispersing dele- 
gates began to wonder whether the 
event would in years to come be re- 
called more as the time when the 
industry took a courageous, fighting 
stand against bureaucragy than as a 
much-debated example of bad man- 
ners. The local press in its coverage 


ef 





of the attack of Mark Ethridge, 
WHAS, Louisville, on the FCC’s | 
anti-monopoly report the day before | 
(21) was pretty much agreed that | 
James L. Fly, the FCC’s chairman, 
who was present, had been treated 
to a sort of glorified hot-foot. The 
defenders of Neville Miller, N.A.B. 
paid prez, who presided at the 
meeting, explained that it was alla 
case of misunderstanding and over- 
sight. 

In any event the Ethridge speech 
produced a display of crowd emo- 
tionalism that was utterly without 
precedence in N.A.B. convention 
proceedings. His biting, searing 
sallieés at what he termed the com- 
mission’s ‘bad faith,’ his personal 
excoriation of Fly as one more in- 
terested in punitive acts than in con- 
structive procedure and his demand 
that the present commission be re- 
placed by a three-man group were 
each greeted with sustained ap- 


The Boss 





Elderly newspaper publisher 
who owns two radio stations or- 
dered a salesman fired because 
the latter was wearing a pair of 
the new-style perforated shoes. 

‘I don’t,’ said the publisher to 
the manager of the station in- 
volved, ‘want a man working for 
me who goes around with holes 
in his shoes.’ 


RAUH OFF FCC 
STAFF AND BIZ 
NOT SAD 


Washington, May 20. 

Resignation of Joseph L. Rauh, 
assistant general counsel of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, was looked upon this week by 
the networks with a ‘parting-is-such- 
sweet-sadness’ attitude. Departure 
of the 30-year-old barrister to join 
the legal staff of the Lease-Lend Ad- 
ministration was put in the mixed- 














plause and even howls of approval. 
At the finish of his denunciation of 
Fly and those who voted for the 
anti-monopcly report Ethridge was 


given a rising ovation that lasted | 


for several minutes. 
Fly Was Expectant 


As Ethridge took his chair Fly, 
who had been taking notes all the 
time, was seen to gather his papers 
and look up at Miller expectantly. 
Miller had the day before conveyed 
the impression that open discussion 
of the issue would be held after 
‘both sides’ had got ‘out on the table.’ 
After the demonstration for Ethridge 
had completely subsided Miller pro- 
ceeded to read some convention an- 
nouncements. He then declared the 
meeting adjourned. 

With that Fly, his face flushed in 
anger, sprang up from his seat on 
the dais and started for the door. 
Miller, suddenly frightened, dashed 
after him, caught up with the FCC 
chairman at the door and asked him 
whether he wanted to speak imme- 
diately or at the afternoon session. 
Fly retorted that it was obvious that 
the meeting had broken up and that 
anyway he wasn’t going to let Miller 
make the ground rules under which 
he (Fly) had to play. Later efforts 
by Miller and other N.A.B. officials 
failed to induce Fly to change his 
mind, 

Klauber’s Speech 


At the same day’s afternoon ses- 
sion Edward Klauber, CBS execu- 
tive v.p., blasted the commission’s 
anti-monopoly report as threatening 
the freedom of the air, as a step 


toward government ownership and | 


as an attempt to ‘terrorize’ the 
broadcasters. Also that the enforce- 
ment of its terms would push the 
broadcasting business into chaos and 
that the network affiliates were be- 
ing asked by the commission to al- 
low themsel¥es to be taken into 
‘protective custody.’ 

Ethridge, who prefaced his speech 
with the remark that despite all the 


chagrin and disillusionment he had | 


suffered from the administration he 
was still a New Dealer, stated that 
many gestures of bad faith had come 
from the Government and that he 
knew of three instances in which the 
commission had determined certain 
Principles and violated them almost 
immediately ‘in favor of people who 
were not unfriendly to the adrainis- 
tration.” He said that he never de- 
fended the status quo in radio but 
that he has found the station opera- 
tor is ready to take his chances with 
the most stringent sort of govern- 
ment regulation if he is assured of 
two things: ‘(1) That the regulation 
is honest and intelligent, (2) that 


he has assurance that what is done | had undertaken to provide against | 


is not done to produce chaos, to fur- 
ther an eventual taking over by the 


blessing category by members of the} 
| industry who recalled his brief but 
| dazzling career as principal author 
of the Commish’s new anti-monopoly 
| regulations. 
| While the Lend-Lease Administra- 
| tion is so new that its paint hasn’t 
| been scraped yet, FCC Chairman Fly 
| praised Rauh for his ‘energies vast 
| and his loyalty unfailing’ and wished 
| him luck in the new venture. 

. Headachey broadcasters — return- 
|ing from the St. Louis debacle— 
heaved a sigh of relief at his de- 
parture, but shuddered a bit when 
| they read the Commish eulogy ex- 
| plaining that ‘Mr. Rauh deferred his 
| resignation pending issuance of the 
| Commission's report and regulations 
'on network broadeasting, in the 
| drafting of which he actively par- 
| ticipated.’ 

Following is Rauh’s parting state- 
ment: 

‘I have only one real regret in 
making this move,’ the Cincinnati 
attorney declared. ‘Before leaving 
the Commission, I should have liked 
to see the chain broadcasting regu- 
| lations upheld in the forum of pub- 
|lic opinion and in the courts, as I 
| feel confident that they shall be. I 
| should have liked to see them be- 
| come an integral part of the struc- 
ture of radio broadcasting in this 
|country. The Chain Broadcasting 
Report and Regulations constitute, to 
|my mind, the most forward-looking 
| step toward the safeguarding of free- 
|dom of speech that has been taken 
| for many years.’ 
| Rauh—who formerly was with the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, the National Power Policy 
Committee and the Wage and Hour 
Division of the Labor Department; 
was graduated at 
class of ’35 at Harvard Law School 
and once was secretary to the late 
U. S. Supreme Court Justice Benja- 
min Cardoza was assured of the 
best wishes of the network industry 
when he left for his new job. 


| government, but is done in pur- 
suance of sound policy.’ 

Ethridge expressed himself as ‘ex- 
|eited about the ingenuous method 
|by which the commission seeks to 
accomplish its purposes’ via the anti- 
monopoly report and because the 
commission is ‘transferring a latent 
power which has never béen abused 
but jealously safe-guarded by the 
|industry, to itself, where it may be 
|abused.’ Also as believing that the 
|eommission’s proposed regulations 
| would induce a lowering of program 
standards and that it ‘may have the 
‘effect of gutting small stations be- 
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CCHOENFELD MAY 
HEAD NEW DEPT. 


Washington Is Very Radio- 
Minded Under Pressure of 
War Preparations — Con- 
flicting Plans and De- 
mands of Services a Vexa- 
tious Dilemma 








IDEA STILL VAGUE 





Washington, May 20. 

Vague at the moment, but defi- 
nitely underway, is a new Govern- 
ment radio department to top—or at 
least theoretically ‘coordinate’—all 
other Government radio depart- 
ments. It is believed the new setup 
will, indeed to have any meaning 
must, concern itself with two prob- 
lems: 

(1) Clearance through a central 
booking office of all Government 
agency requests for free time from 
broadcasters. 

(2) Deciding on a basis of first- 
things-first which of these various 
Government services have ‘priority’ 
where there is not enough time 
available for all. 

Although formal creation of such 
an office awaits formation of sup- 
plemental agencies, defining of poli- 
cies and the scope of operations, 
numerous plans are under discus- 
sion. Understood Bernard Schoen- 
feld would be named the radio chief. 

Obviously no formal radio plans 
can be set for such newly created 
outfits as the office of Civil Defense, 
under Mayor LaGuardia of New 
York (announced today). But con- 
siderable increase in radio activity 
related to the defense effort is in 
prospect, so some sort of coordi- 
nating and supervisory agency is 
virtually essential. 

Library of Congress 

Not connected with any plans for 
an over-all radio department is a 
new radio series being readied by 
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WLW Hillbillies’ Theatre Date Click 
May Influence Kellogg's Air Policy 





Softie 





Hollywood, May 20. 

Promised the concert spot on 
Kraft Music Hall if she would 
polish up on her technique at 
the ’cello, Connie Boswell prac- 
ticed like mad for two weeks. 
Day before the broadcast she 
had to cancel. 

Instead of toughening her 
digits for the plucking job the 
best she could raise were large 
water blisters. 


FOREIGN TONGUE 
BROADCASTS 
BY CLO. 


Detroit, May 20. 

Radio programs in nine foreign 
languages, including the Arabic, are 
included in the 34 broadcasts of the 
United Automobile Workers (CIO) 
in its drive being made in advance 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board election (May 21) at the Ford 
Motor Company. Aired in the spe- 
cial broadcasts over the Detroit sta- 
tions are speeches in Italian, Polish, 
Ukranian, Czech, Hungarian, Croa- 
tian, Rumanian, Finnish and Arabic 
in addition to 15 English broadcasts 
during the six-day period. 

Unions here have been plentiful 
buyers of radio time and the 34 
broadcasts in the Ford drive are in 
addition to the two regular nightly 
broadcasts they have been making. 

















Pawtucket, R. I—Jack Gibbons, 
president of the 1941 class of Provi- 
dence College, has been added to the 
announcing staff of recently opened 





station WFCI. 





Cincinnati, May 20. 
Turnaways registered by WLW’s 
Boone County Jamboree. show 
Wednesday (14) on three perform- 
ances in the Kellogg auditorium, 
Battle Creek, Mich., are expected to 
lead to the Kellogg company’s adop- 


tion of more rural entertainment in 
its future air programs. Kellogg ad- 
vertising execs and agency men who 
nave to do with the firm’s broad- 
casting were keen observers of pub- 
lic reaction to the Boone County en- 
gagement in Kellogg's home town, 
260 miles from Cincy. 

Bill McCluskey, who directs book- 
ings for hillbilly troupe, tied in with 
the Battle Creek Enquirer & News 
and its station, WELL, to exploit the 
date. Jamboree entertainers did an 
afternoon broadcast by WELL. The 
two afternoon performances in the 
Kellogg auditorium were for school 
children. More than 8,000 persons 
attended the three shows, the En- 
quirer & News reported. 





Johannes Steel in London, 
Does Four for WMCA 


Johannes Steel, news commenta- 
tor currently visiting London, last 
night (Tuesday) began a series of 
four broadcasts from there, via hig 
home station, WMCA, New York. 
He will air again tomorrow night 
(Thursday) and Tuesday (27) and 
Thursday (29) nights of next week. 

Commentator normally has a regu- 
lar series over WOR, New York, as 
well as WMCA. 


‘Sherlock Holmes’ Due Back 


Bromo Quinine (Groves Labora- 
tories) has picked up the option on 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ for next season, 
but it has not settled on the network 
for the series. 








Russel A. Seeds will again be the 
clearing agency. 
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/eause, even though the commission 


| that the provision is in the form of 
‘a threat.’ 
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Women’s Panel Begins With Census 


———— 


Not One ‘Home-Maker’ Present to Discuss the Issue 
at Ohio State Meeting 





By MARGARET CUTHBERT 


(Margaret Cuthbert of NBC pre-| ** 
sided over one of the panel sessions | stimulus 
at the recent Institute for Education 
by Radio at Columbus, O. This is her 


summary of the discussion—Ed.) 





Before the discussion got well un- 
der way Jane Weaver, a member of 
the panel, asked how many women 
in the audience were home-makers— 
in other words how many women 
there spent as much as eight hours 
a day in the home. The answer was 
none of them did. They were all 
organization women or _ business 
women. It was definitely felt by the 
participants of the panel on Wom- 
en’s Broadcasts and by the audience 
that both the individual woman and 
the organized woman feel a sense of 
responsibility where radio is con- 
cerned. Radio is an intimate part 
of the life of the woman in the 
lower income bracket and she is 
deeply grateful to radio for what she 
receives. 
what she likes and finds helpful. 

The subject of serials was brought 
up by Mrs. Magee, chairman of the 
Radio Council for Greater Cleve- 
Jand: ‘Why can’t we have more 
music, more news, more of the finer 
things of life?’ Geraldine Elliott, 
program director of WJR, Detroit, 


sprang to the defense of the serials 


so convincingly that the audience 
was interested in spite of them- 
selves. Miss Elliott made the point 
that before the advent of serials the 
class of women who listened: to 
serials was the kind of women 
who read cheap novels when they 
could get hold of them. Miss El- 
liott tossed off the names of the type 
of reading matter sold in small 
towns, adding that she had lived in 
just such towns and knew what she 
was talking about. She said the wom- 
en who criticize the serials have no 
understanding of how the other half 
lives nor any compassion for their 
fellow beings. She said there was 
nothing wrong with the serials, that 
there was nothing bad in them— 
just too many of them; that the 
curve of interest in serials would 
gradually change and be determined 
in response to present-day trends. 

Ruth Chilton, director of Wom- 
en’s Activities for WSYR, Syracuse, 
spoke of the farm women who make 
up the bulk of her audience and 
what a service radio is giving them 


She is quick to reach to | 


| both locally and nationally and how 
the women look to radio for mental 
and practical help, 
truthful information as well as en- 
tert inment, release and escape. 
Mary Proal Lindeke, from WTCN 
| in Minneapolis, said the local, state 
and national groups of organized 
|'women in Minneapolis were alert 
| and progressive where radio is con- 
| cerned—that she had a large advi- 


| very closely. 
Mrs. George B. Palmer, honorary 


Minneapolis, a well-known organiza- 


for | 


| agency are in the same position as 
| the consumer who buys a grade label 
| product, knowing what he or she is 

buying—a product that has been 
/tested and found satisfactory rather 
| than buying an unknown product— 
until a sustaining program measures 
up to standards the agency expects 
and demands, commercial programs 
will undoubtedly continue to repeat 
the formulas they have tested and 
that the public have found to their 
| liking. 


Helen Hiett’s Point 

Helen Hiett, NBC’s newest news 
analyst, just back from Spain, 
closed the program with a person- 
alized picture of the collapse of 
France and the listlessness of the 
starving civilian population of Spain 
—adding that a country can starve 


| and still live in hope, but without 


'sory group with whom she works | hope the people die and that is what 


is happening to Spain. She said food 


sent to Spain gets to the people; 


chairman of the Radio Council of | she has seen it delivered. 


We felt that the Broadcasts For 


| tion woman of Minneapolis, was in | Women panel discussion interpreted 


| the audience, and said that any 
| woman, if she could read the listing 
of radio programs in the newspapers 
intelligently, could get a liberal edu- 
| cation by listening to radio; she ad- 
| vised them to try it. She said she 
| was tired of the continual criticism 
of radio by women who did not 
| listen to radio. 

| It was felt that organized groups 
|of women were at one time inter- 
lested in redio for selfish purposes 
| but now are motivated by a public 
service attitude when they approach 
| radio stations for time on the air. 
| They realize that an informed pub- 
lic opinion is the safest guard for 
the future. Individual women as 
well as organizations are turning 
to radio and asking quite frankly: 
‘How can we help?’ 

Mrs. A. W. Proetz, vice-president 
of the Gardner Advertising Com- 
pany (who had been not only help- 
ful but constructive in the panel for 
children’s programs), criticized the 
delivery of commercials on spon- 
sored programs, saying: ‘As a woman 
I resent having commercials ham- 
mered at me. I react to the conver- 
sational approach.’ Then she said: 
‘But reversing myself quickly and 
speaking as a woman in an adver- 
tising agency, whose concern and 
responsibility has to do with the 
clients’ wishes, we do have to carry 
out the wishes of the sponsor whose 
money we spend on commercial 
radio and who quite naturally must 
get his return if the American sys- 
tem of broadcasting is to continue.’ 

In answer to the question, ‘Why 
is there so much duplication in 
commercial prograr's; why doesn’t 
the sponsor experiment in re- 
styling his program presentations?’ 
Mrs. Proetz said the client and 
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| 


through girls and women who are 
close to the picture and actually 
concerned with giving a service to 
women, presented a convincing and 
true picture of the trend in women’s 
broadcasts and the listeners’ reac- 
tions, 


VARIETY TITLE 
PROTECTED 
BY COURT 


Chicago, May 20. 


Law firm of Sonnenschein, Berk- 
son, Lautmann, Levenson & Morse, 
acting here on behalf of O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery, New York at- 
torneys for Varigsry, have secured a 
consent decree whereby a monthly 
publication calling itself ‘Radio 
Varieties’ will cease and desist use 
of this title as an impingement upon 
the interests and the fame of 
VarieTy, which as been published 
since December, 1905. Attached to 
the decree are the following con- 
clusions of law in the U. S. District 
Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois, Eastern Division. 


Conclusions of Law 


From the findings of fact this 
day made by the court, pursuant to 
consent of the parties, the court 
states its conclusions of law as fol- 
lows: ; 

1. The plaintiff is the lawful 
Owner and user of the trade- 
mark Variety, originally registered 
by Sime Silverman on Jan. 18, 1910, 
and renewed by Sime Silverman for 
the use and benefit of the plaintiff on 
Jan. 14, 1930, to remain in force for 
an additional period of 20 years 
from Jan. 18, 1930. 

2. The plaintiff is entitled to the 
exclusive use of the trade-mark 
and trade-name Variery in the is- 
Suance of trade newspapers and 
other publications devoted to the 
activities of the theatre, radio, 
screen, bands and orchestras. 

3. The plaintiff is also entitled to 
the exclusive use of the name 
VARIETY in connection with the 
granting of awards to radio sta- 
tions, programs or performers for 
outstanding performance. 

4. The defendants are not entitled 
to use the name Varrery or ‘Varie- 
ties’ as part of the name of a 
monthly magazine or other periodi- 
cal or publication devoted to radio 
activities, radio programs and radio 
performers; nor in the granting of 
awards to radio stations, programs 
or performers for outstanding merit. 
Such use of the name Variery or 
‘Varieties’ by the defendants, be- 
cause of visual and oral likeness to 
plaintiff's trade-name, necessarily 
tends to create confusion and to 
diminish the value of  plaintiff’s 
trade-mark and trade-name. 

5. The plaintiff is entitled to an 
injunction perpetually restraining 
the defendants from using the name 
Variety or ‘Varieties’ as part of any 
monthly magazine or other publica- 
tion devoted to the subject of radio 
activities, radio programs and radio 
performers; also to an _ injunction 
perpetually restraining the de- 
fendants from using the name 
Variety or ‘Varieties’ in connection 
with the granting of awards to 
radio stations, programs and per- 
formers for outstanding merit. 











Burlington, Vt—Ray Dorey, vo- 
calist and announcer at WCAX, 
Burlington, Vt., has resigned, and 
will join the staff of station WBRK, 
Pittsfield, Mass, 








A Quick Series 


Ranald MacDougall, whose 
"The World’s Best’ was taken off 
NBC blue after the debut pro- 
gram because the network sold 
the time, sent an official memo 
on the subject to Louis Titterton, 
head of the NBC script depart- 
ment 

In view of the trade comment 
on Norman Corwin’s new CBS 
series, ‘26 by Corwin,’ he sug- 
gested his show should be re- 
titled ‘One by MacDougall.’ 


|e neat tenets 


KSTP MUSIC STRIKE 


Held Off Pro Tem While Stan Hub- 
bard’s Away at N.A.B. 














Minneapolis, May 20. 

A ‘cooling off’ period in a threat- 
ened strike of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians against KSTP car- 
ried the controversy into the current 
week, when another meeting will be 
held between union representatives 
and the station. Although Stanley 
Hubbard, KSTP president, was out 
of the city at N.A.B. convention and 
requested an extension until this 
week, the union, at first, refused it 
and declared its men would walk out 
last Thursday. " 

The union is demanding that the 
station agree to pay a minimum of 
$22,000 each year for the next two 
years for jocal musicians. This is 
slightly more than the station has 
been spending under the terms of the 
two-year contract which just has ex- 
pired. 

EB. P. Ringius, secretary of the St. 
Paul Musicians’ association, an- 
nounced he had appealed to inter- 
national officials to keep network 
musié off KSTP in event of the 
gtvike, Notice of the strike was 
served on KTSP May 10. 


DAILY NEWS SWAPS 





WITH WENR, CHICAGO: 





Chicago, May 20. 

NEC last week closed a dollar-for- 
dollar deal with the Chicago Daily 
News for mutual plugging of the 
Daily News and WENR. 

Daily News will have three 15- 
minute periods weekly with recorded 
chats by Dr. William Stidger on 
‘Getting the Most Out of Life. NBC 
spends the revenue received from 
Daily News for space on the daily’s 
radio page to advertise NBC pro- 
grams. 





Linc Simonds to N.Y. 
Lincoln P. Simonds, who has been 
with the Texas State Network in 
home territory, for the past two 
years, has been transferred to New 
York as eastern sales manager. 
Before going with the TSN he was 
on the staffs of International Radio 
Sales and John Blair & Co. 


Three Agencies 
— Offer Levers 
Same Show 





Lever Bros. is in the unusual po- 
sition of having been offered the 
same show, a radio version of ‘Mr, 
and Mrs. North,’ by its three agen. 
cies and having to decide what 
agency is to get the program, if the 
account does buy it. The three agen. 
cies that did the presenting are Ruth. 
rauff & Ryan (Rinso), William Esty 
(Lifebuoy) and Young and Rubicam 
(Swan). 

Probabilities are that ‘North’ will 
be bought as a summer replacement 
for ‘Big Town’ (Ruthrauff & Ryan), 
with the understanding that if it 
clicks it will be retained in the fall 
for Spry, another Lever Bros. prod- 
uct handled by R&R. 


GENERAL ELEC. B.R.’S 
INDUSTRIAL NEWS 


General Electric starts a new se- 
ries, ‘News of the Week in Indus- 
try,’ on a hookup of 18 NBC-Blue 
stations tomorrow (15). Time is 
8:30-8:45 p.m. 

John McIntyre will do the com- 
ment and the program will deal with 
the advances made by industry in 
the national defense program. 











WHEELOCK CANCELS 


Ted Bates Agency Rumored to Get 
Palmolive Account 








Ward Wheelock agency has issued 
a cancellation for the spot announce- 
ment campaign which Palmolive has 
been running for the past two 
months on nighttime schedules. The 
cancellations become effective May 
31. 

Reports (unverifiable) in agency 
quarters have been that the Palm- 
olive account is slated to switch over 
to the Ted Bates agency. Ward 
Wheelock got the business several 
months ago. 


Senator Seeks Station 


Brattleboro, Vt., May 20. 

The Green Mountain Broadcasting 
Corp. of this city has filed articles 
of incorporation with the Vermont 
secretary of state, for the purpose of 
maintaining and opereting radio sta- 
tions. 
| Subscribers are former U. S. Sen- 
ator Ernest W. Gibson and Preston 
F. Gibson. 
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EA-PAGEBOYS AT 
NBG NOW WRITE 


Analysis of Origins of NBC 
Staff Writers Reveals a 
Guitar Player, Music Hall 
Usher, Honor Student, 
Others 


TITTERTON’S PAST 








By HOBE MORRISON 
Writers on the NBC dramatic 


script staff have assorted back- | 
grounds—mostly unorthodox. They 
include a former fisherman and 


waiter, an elevator operator, a gui- 
tar player, a cum laude from Har- 
vard, a Phi Beta Kappa pageboy 
and, naturally, a newspaper man. 


These varied origins aren’t acci- | 
dental. For Lewis H. Titterton, 
head of the script department, came 
to the job by a circuitous and more 
or less chance route. He believes 
there is no specially suitable origin, 
training or outlook for a writer. On 
the contrary, his theory is that a 
balanced radio scripting stuff should 
have the widest possible assortment ! 
of viewpoints. Therefore, he tries 
to gather writers of varying back- 
grounds, training and, if possible, 
from different parts of the country. 

Elizabeth Todd Kagel, with NBC 
13 years, is a New Yorker and be- 
fore becoming a script writer, was 
a stenographer and then a private 
secretary. She is the wife of Louis 
Kagel, advertising and display man- 
ager of the J. C. Penny stores. She 
has a son nearly five years old. 

Eddie Birnbryer was a_ guitar 
playér and occasicnal writer at 
WLW, Cincinnati, when Frank Fay 
saw him and told John S. Royal, at 
that time program head of NBC, | 
about him. He was brought to NBC | 
about four yéars ago, has long since 
abandoned his guitar and now spe- | 
cializes on light comedy writing. He | 


is currently working on an idea for | 


a comedy magic show with Russell 
Swann, the sleight-of-hand man. 
Richard Morenus was brought to 
NBC last September from Chicago, | 
where he had his own advertising 
agency. He edits the ‘Pageant of 
Art’ series on NBC Blue (WJZ) 
Sunday afternoons and does other | 
miscellaneous scripting jobs. He 
wrote ‘King Arthur, Jr.,’ which went 
off some time ago, but is slated to 
return to the air. 
From Elevator te Typewriter 
Richard McDonagh, a native of 
Ireland, was an NBC elevator op- 
erator who wanted to be a writer 
and wouldn't take repeated no’s for 
the answer. While running elevators 
during the day (and finally being | 
promoted to elevator starter) he kept 
writing scripts at night. Ultimately 
he clicked and was presently a 
member of the scripting staff, where 
he has remained four years. Among 
the shows he has written are ‘Wings 
Over America’ and ‘On Your Job.’ 
He also authored the special natu- 
ralization program ‘Thanks to Amer- 
ica, which was aired by NBC at 
Thanksgiving, 1939, and is still re- 
garded as one of the most stirring | 
emotional programs ever heard on 
the air. Incidentally, McDonagh is ' 
a naturalized American himself, and 
the idea of the show was his own. 
Ronald MacDougall is another 
member of the staff who was a long | 
Way getting there. His father was 
&@ Socialist leader and member of , 
the (at that time) notorious LW.W. | 


|tinuity for 





in Schenectady, N. Y., in the early 
part of the century. Social and po- 
litical reform was ill-paying in those 
days, so young MacDougall worked 
at all sorts of jobs. He was a Wes- 
tern Union mesenger, a fisherman 
in Florida, a waiter and an usher 
at the Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. 
While working at NBC as mimeo- 
graph operator he turned out copies 
of other people’s scripts and thus got 
the idea of writing himself. He kept 
trying at nights, finally was hired as 
a scripter in the network’s recording 
division, and three years ago was 
transferred to the regular scripting 
staff. 

Richard Leach, a Dartmouth grad- 
uate, was an NBC pageboy and also 
wrote musical criticisms for various 
publications. Having studied music 
in Vienna, he is a concert and opera 
devotee. He writes scripts and con- 
musical’ shows. _Inci- 


dentally, he’s regarded by other 


members of the staff as the fashion 


plate of the department. 
Lawrence Abbott, chief 
music writer for the network, comes 
of a musical family, his father hav- 
ing been a noted composer. After 
graduating from Harvard, he tried 
writing ad copy and publicity, ran 
an inn, reviewed records, con- 


tributed to the Book of Knowledge} 


and, through that, came to NBC 
about seven years ago as assistant 
to Walter Damrgsch. He authors the 
intermission comment for concert 
and opera broadcasts and has writ- 
ten several books. A new volume, 
‘Approach to Music,’ is about to be 
published. 
Only One Orthodox Staffer 

Welbourn Kelley is the only mem- 
ber of the staff with orthodax writ- 
ing background. He’s a Southerner 
and former newspaper man. Kelley 
had [ittle schooling, but picked up 
his education in the course of ex- 
tremely varied newspaper jobs. He 
has written two novels, resigned 
twice from the AP, and was in the 
NBC publicity department when he 
began authoring scripts. Among the 
shows he’s written are ‘Battle of the 
Sexes,” ‘New American Music,’ 
‘Magic Key,’ ‘Spin and Win,” ‘Cham- 
ber Music Society of Lower Basin 


Street’ and adaptations of various 
books. He’s been on the staff four 
| years. 


Charles H. Newton, Jr., was a cum 
laude at Harvard, became an NBC 
pageboy, and got into the script de- 
partment by working as departmen- 
tal page. He became a staff member 
two years ago. 

Gordon Nugent was a Phi Beta 
Kappa from the University of 
Illinois, then did post-graduate work 
at Columbia (university, not broad- 


casting). He was a textbook sales- 
man and a pageboy before being 
added to the script staff about a 
year-and-a-half ago. He’s authored 
*‘Readin’, Writin’ and Rhythm,’ 
‘Sweet Land of Liberty’ and ‘Radio 
Magic.’ 


English-born Titterton studied He- 
brew and Syriac at Oxford, had a 
scholarship at Harvard, became as- 
sistant editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly, left to sell books, and next 
became associate editor of the Mac- 
millan Co. He joined NBC in 1932 
as manager of the literary rights 
division and in 1936 also assumed 
charge of the writing staff. He does 
frequent book reviews for the N.Y. 
Times. 





D. B. Stein in Chicago 
As Rep of WHN, N.Y. 


David B. Stein, for the last six 
years with the Kal advertising 
agency, Washington, has been ap- 
pointed Chicago sales representative 
of WHN, New York. 

He succeeds Harold Makelim, who 
resigned to become president and 
general manager of the Covert Co., 
Chicago. 
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YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 








serious 








Mike-Shy N. A. B. 





St. Louis, May 20. 

Station owners in attendance 
at the N.A.B. convention here 
last week, deftly shunned a 
‘Man on the Street’ program 
that was renewed for the occa- 
sion by KMOX. Guy Runnion, 
former actor, who recently 
joined the KMOX gabbing staff, 
set up his mike in front of the 
Hotel Jefferson, where the con- 
vention was held and where 
most of the delegates were quar- 
tered, and queried passersby on 


the more important news 
events, both domestic and 
abroad. 


RADIO SCRIBS’ BACKGROUND 


rr 


Model Contract for Radio Authors 
About Set Between Guild and 4A’s 





tising Agencies for a code of fair 


practice for free-lance scripters is 
nearing an agreement. Negotiating 
committees for the two groups had 
a lengthy meeting Thursday (15), 
and were to huddle again yesterday 
afternoon (Tuesday). Although mem- 
bers of both bodies were reluctant 
to discuss the matter, reports in 
agency circles were that a prelimi- 





The delegates used another 
entrance of the hotel the time 
the program was on the air dur- 


ing two days of the convention. 








Monterey, Cal.— Hal O’Donnell, | 
formerly of KVCV, Redding, has | 
joined KDON staff here. Of KDON 

payroll are I. Fried, combo man, | 


As soon as the two committees 
reach an agreement, the proposed 
code will be submitted to the Guild 
council and the Four A’s national 
radio committee. If adopted, the 
code will not be binding on the 
agency members of the Four A’s, but 


Radio Writers Guild negotiations | 
with the American Assn. of Adver- | 


nary basis for settlement on nearly | 
' all issues had been reached. 


|—broadcast—right to all 
,Guild here out for such a clause, 


ever, Guild members feel that after 
the Four A’s organization accepts the 
code the member agencies can hard- 
ly refuse to agree to its terms. It 
was stated before the present nego- 
tiations started that the Four A’s ne- 
gotiating committee was authorized 
to accept a code. 

As tentatively drafted the code is 
understood to cover only free-lance 
writers, not agency staff scripters. 
Latter will be covered in a future 
deal. Principal hindrance to an 
agreement appears to have been the 


| question of a clause in all free-lance 


contracts giving the agency only one 
scripts, 


while the agencies insisted on leav- 
ing the question of ‘lease’ or ‘sale’ of 
material open to negotiation in each 
individual contract. With neither 


who has shifted to KSAN, San Fran-| will merely serve as a basis for con- | side willing to make a concession, the 
cisco, and Leonard Shreve, off to| tracts the Guild will seek to sign | issue has apparently been left open 


KWJJ, Portland. 


with the individual agencies. .How- 


for future decision, 





The same program but. 
What a difference! 


Every Wednesday at 8:30 p.M. if you live in New York 
you can tune in to the New York Pot O’ Gold program 


sponsored by Tums and placed by Stack-Goble. 


The same program, identical in every detail, is aired 


simultaneously over WMCA and two other independent 


stations in New York. Listeners have complete freedom of 


choice. There is no coercion, no special inducement— 


no difference in program. Did we say no difference? There 


is a difference, and a very important one: the preference 


of listeners for a particular station. 


56.5% 
were tuned in 
to WMCA 


7.5% 
were tuned in 
to Station B 


18.0% 
were tuned in 
to Station C 


18.0% 
could not 
identify the station 








Based on threg Wednesday 
night coincidental telephone 
surveys by C. E. Hooper, Ine. 


Remember, the program was identical but 

more than twice as many were hearing it over WMCA 
as over the other two combined. It proves again 

how deeply entrenched the WMCA listening habit is. 
Are you taking advantage of it? 


America’s Leading Independent Station 


First on New York’s Dial... 570 


NEW YORK: WMCA BUILDING, 1657 


parereS 





BROADWAY * CHICAGO: VIRGIL REITER & CO., 360 N. MICHIGAN AVE, 
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Same Old Summer Time 


Continued from page 23, 


White, ‘Road of Life’ and ‘Guiding | 








ing during the summer months, so 
the beverage series will return to its 
afternoon niche in the fall, probably | 
expanding to a full hour at that time. | 


Production setup for the show will 
remain the same, with George 
Faulkner scripting and George 
Zachary directing for the D'Arcy 
agency. John Charles Thomas will 
fuest on this Sunday’s (25) program 
and James Melton is set for the fol- 
lowing week (1). 

P & G Drop Two 


Procter & Gamble is dropping two 
of its three evening shows for the 
summer, but will keep all the rest 
of its radio slate intact over the hot 
months. Two programs being folded 
ere ‘Those We Love’ and ‘Knicker- 
bocker Playhouse,’ both handled by 
the Kastor agency and both slated 
to go off at the end of June. Third 
evening show, which stays on the air, 
is ‘Truth or Consequence.’ 


‘Those We Love,’ which plugs 
Teel dentifrice, is produced by the 
William Morris agency. Latter has al- 
ready optioned it to Pedlar & Ryan 
for an undisclosed account. Show 
originates in Hollywood and_ is 
scripted by Agnes Ridgeway, ‘Knick- 
erbocker Playhouse,’ now plugging 
Drene shampoo, may be resumed in 
the fall for Ivory flakes. In the 
meantime, both Teel and Drene will 





be advertised via magazines and 
newspapers. ‘Knickerbocker Play- 
house’ originates in Chicago and is 
scripted by freelancers. 

Only other change contemplated 
by P. & G. for its radio schedule is 
the addition of another serial for 
Duz, its new soap product on which 
territorial distribution is steadily be- 
ing expanded. Cleanser is now 
plugged by ‘The Goldbergs’ (Comp- 
ton agency)..and in-.seme areas by 
‘Lone Journey’ (Compton and Black- 





ett-Sample-Hummert). P. & G. is 
currently considering the idea of 
taking over ‘Bachelor’s Children,’ ef- 
fective early in the fall. Cudahy 
Packing is now bankrolling the se- 
rial for Old Dutch Cleanser, but will 
soon drop. B-S-H is the agency on | 
the show, which originates in Chi- | 
cago. 

Pedlar & Ryan will keep all its 
current programs on the air through 
the summer. Guy Lombardo series 











Light.’ 
E-W Continues Its Slate 


Erwin, Wasey agency will con- | 


tinue all its current programs 
through the summer and may add 
at least one show to its slate within 
a few weeks. In addition, it is one 
of the most active outfits in the spot 
radio field. 

Agency’s newest show is ‘Can You 
Top This?’ comedy on WOR, New 


erage (formerly called Vanti 
Pa-Pi-A), a Hecker product. Be- 
sides the three comics, Senator Ford, 
Harry Hershfield and Joe Laurie, 
Jr., the cast includes Peter Donald 
and announcer-m.c. Roger Bower. 
Series has been on since last winter 
as a sustainer. 

(It was erroneously reported i 
Variety last week that Par was 
Wasey product.) 

Other E-W programs are Gabriel 
Heatter’s commentator series on 
WOR-Mutual for Kreml, Barbasol | 
and Forhan’s, and the ‘Carnation 
Contented’ stanza from Chicago. 
Latter outfit also sponsors a tran- | 
scribed spot show with Arthur God- | 
frey. Albers Milling, which some 
time ago dropped ‘Voice of Experi- | 
ence’ from an NBC red Pacific Coast | 
hookup, will probably begin bank- | 
rolling another stanza soon, 

Bristol Myers may _ use ‘The | 
Amazing Mr. Smith’ as a replace- | 
ment for Eddie Cantor on the NBC- | 
Red this summer. The comedy mys- | 


n 
a 


| Symbolic Prize 





Fort Worth, May 20. 

Novel angle is used here by 
station KGKO for Hamilton Mo- 
tor Amateur Hour. Besides the 
| reguler run of amateurs, mem- 
| bers of the visual audience are 
| selected to take part in im- 
promptu skits. 

Winners are awarded a smoked 
| ham. 


i 








B-S-H SERIALS 


York, Tuesday nights for Par bev- | 


GQ SUMMER 





| 


| 


| 


CAMPBELL PLAYS SUSPEND 





Change Decision to Run Summer— 
‘Green Lilacs’ As Wind-Up 





Campbell soup will fold its Friday 





night ‘Playhouse’ series on CBS 


' with the June 13 program. Company 


will return the show in the fall, but 
possibly with a slightly revised 
setup. Decision to take a hiatus was 
taken last week, reversing the pre- 
vious plan to continue ‘Playhouse’ 
over the summer with a reduced 
budget. 

Guest for this week’s (23) show 
will be Judith Anderson, in ‘Young 
Woodley.’ Next week (30) will bring 
Henry Hull, in ‘The Hero,’ and the 
following week (6) will have Mar- 
garet Lindsay in ‘Tarnish. Show 
for the June 13 finale may be ‘Green 
Grow the Lilacs,’ but the leads are 


With the exception of ‘Bachelor’s | not yet cast. 





' Children,’ 


serial on NBC red 
(WEAF), which Cudahy packing 
(Gold Dust) will drop at an undis- 
closed date, all of Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert’s shows from both New 
York and Chicago are slated to con- 
tinue over the summer and indef- 
initely. Cudahy’s plans regarding a 
possible successor for ‘Children’ 
aren’t revealed. 

Among the agency’s New York 
shows that remain are ‘American 
Album of Familiar Music,’ ‘Second 
Husband’ and ‘Young Widder Brown’ 
(Bayer asperin), ‘Manhattan Merry- 
Go-Round’ and ‘Orphans of Divorce’ 
(Dr. Lyons), ‘Easy Aces,’ ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ and ‘Just Plain Bill’ (Ana- 
cin), ‘Light of the World’ and ‘Val- 
iant Lady’ (General Mills), ‘Waltz 


| 





PRE-TRIAL EXAM ON 
FLAMM COMMISSION 


Donald Flamm and Emile Z. Wein- 
berg were ordered to submit to an 
examination before trial May 26 in 
the N. Y. supreme court in connec- 
tion with a $117,500 suit against 
Flamm and a $21,250 suit against 





| Weinberg, being brought by Alex- 


| 


| 





ander J. Jacoby, a broker. Exami- 
nation was ordered by Justice Ernest 
E. L. Hammer, Thursday (15). 
Plaintiff claims he was hired ‘by 
Flamm on Dec. 3, 1935, to secure a 


tery’s obligation to the American | Time; ‘Stella Dallas’ and ‘Lorenzo purchaser for WMCA. He was to re- 


Can Co. (Mutual) ends June 30 and 
the Bristol-Meyers spot is slated for | 
a pinchhitter July 2. 

Both B-M and American Can are 
Young & Rubicam accounts. 

Goodman’s Chore 

Benny Goodman band goes on a) 
summer radio commercial for Hol- 
land Furnace Co. July 17. Show, 
which will originate in Chicago, is to 
ride the NBC Red for seven weeks 
until Aug. 28 and sell air condition- 
ing units. Band will be working in 
Chicago during the period. It goes 
into the Sherman hotel July 24 for 
at least six weeks. 

Goodman recently dropped off a 


| Monday evening half hour for Old) 
| Gold cigarets. 





International Adds Five 


Jones’ (Phillips chemical), 


‘John’s | ceive varied percentages of the pur- 


Other Wife’ (Boyle & Wyeth chem- | chase price, and was joined shortly 
ical), ‘Mr. Keen’ (Kolynos), ‘Lone by Weinberg. It is claimed that he se- 


Journey’*(Procter & Gamble). 


Besides ‘Bachelor’s 
other B-S-H programs out of Chi- 


cago, all of which continue, are 
‘Hymns of All Churches,’ ‘Betty 
,Crocker’ and ‘Arnold Grim’ (Gen- 


eral Mills), ‘Woman in White,’ ‘Ma 
Perkins’ and ‘Right to Happiness’ 
(P. & G.), ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ 


(Kolynos), ‘Backstage Wife’ (Dr. 
Lyons) and ‘Captain Midnight’ 
(Wander Co.). Agency also has 


‘Lone Ranger’ 
of Detroit. 


(General Mills) out 





‘MRS. SAM ROSENBAUM 


| 
} 
| 


cured a purchaser willing to buy 


Children.’ , the station for $1,500,000, but Flamm 


declined to sell, and wants a com- 
mission on that. Weinberg secured 
the actual purchaser, Edward J. No- 
ble, who paid $850,000 for the sta- 
tion, and plaintiff wants half of 
Weinberg’s commission. 


Prize Fights Vs. R. G. Swing 


White Owl cigar has extended its 








contract for Raymond Gram Swing 


on Mutual to Dec. 25. The new 


| agreement provides that if his Fri- 
|day’s program is to preempted by 


a prizefight broadcast he will do his 


| Engineers. 
| 


Warm-Up For 
Blue Serials 
Is More of Same 





NBC-Blue has set out to warm up 
as far as listening is concerned the 
half-hour which precedes the serial 
sponsored by the Stirling Products- 
American Home Products combina- 


tion between 3 and 4 p.m. daily. The 
two designated warmer - uppers, 
themselves serials, are ‘Midstream’ 
and ‘The Munros’ and they were 
given their initial release in the 2:30- 
3 o’clock slot Monday (19). 
Through this device the Blue 
hopes to attract enough serial ad- 
dicts to produce an appreciative tilt 
in ratings for the commercial quar- 
tet, namely, ‘Orphans of Divorce,’ 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ ‘John’s 
Other Wife’ and ‘Just Plain Bill.’ 





WDAF’S ARMY CAMP SHOWS 


Joe Nickel, Ex-WIBW, Now Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel-Announcer 








Kansas City, May 20. 

WDAF (Kansas City Star) is the 
first in this area with a program 
originating from an army camp. 
Dean Fitzer, manager, and Harry 
Kaufman, program director, have ar- 
ranged a setup whereby a 15-minute 
stint will be transcribed at Ft. Rob- 
inson, near Little Rock, Ark., and 
broadcast over WDAF, first once a 
week, later on a two-per-week basis. 

Some 20,000 soldiers are encamped 
at Ft. Robinson, with a good share of 
them direct from K. C. and its listen- 
ing area, and estimated that such a 
program will have a potential lis- 
tener count of 60,000. 

Lt. Col. Joe Nickel, one-time man- 
ager of WIBW, Topeka, is announc- 
ing the show, scripted by Sgt. Ken- 
neth Fox, former Star reporter, and 
produced by Warrant Officer Harold 
Ott, leader of the band of the 110Th 
Transcribing is done by 
station KARK, Little Rock. 

Later Fitzer expects to work out 
similar tie-ups for broadcasts from 
Camp Funston at Ft. Riley, Kansas, 


and from Ft. Leonard Wood, Rolla, 
Mo., both of which will include many 
soldiers from the Kansas-Missouri 
coverage area of WDAF. 


tain for the fall and Reid’s ice cream, 
a seasonal account, will drop its 
sponsorship of three European news 
stanzas weekly on WABC, New York, | 


second program for the week on the 
preceding (Thursday) night. He’s 
| also on Mondays. 

Swing started with the account in 
September, 1939. 


tlhe? 
| Youthbuilders’ Awards Gen. Mills Time Renewal 


International Radio Sales _ has 
added five more stations to its rep- | 
resentation list. 
effective in the fall. | They are: KQV, Pittsburgh; | Edne PH icc aye 7 

Slated to continue indefinitely for | WHJB, Greenburg; WERC, Erie;| weeks ago as harpist of the Phil ; 
the agency are ‘Mr. District Attor- WMUR, Manchester, N. H., and! delphia Orchestra. will join Leo id 
ney,’ for Bristol-Myers (Vitalis) and | WKWK, new Wheeling, W. Va. out- | Stokowski’s All-American Seats Or 
three P. & G. serials, “Woman in | let. | chestra as ‘teacher-member’ and first 

| harpist for its 1941 summer tour of 


| 
for Lady Esther cosmetics is uncer- 
| 


TOURS WITH YOUTH ORK 























on 4 Second annual awards by mem- Chicago, May 20 
forore than 50 leading American bers of Youthbuilders, juvenile edu-| General Mills renewed its + for 
° cation group, for the radio programs,| the Gold Medal Hour over NBC. 





Miss Phillips, who quit the Philly 
symph after 11 years essociation, is 
the wife of Samuel R. Rosenbaum, 


films and published articles which | Signatured for 52 weeks as of June 
during the last year have helped | 2, taking in 28 outlets. 
them understand democracy will be} Programs sticking on the Hour are 











> xy T | 
prexy of WFIL. made at a luncheon tomorrow | ‘Valiant Lady,’ ‘Light of the World,’ 
| (Thursday) at the Capitol hotel, ‘Mystery Man,’ ‘Arnold Grimm’s 
| N. Y. | Daughter,’ heard across the board 


IBEW Battling CI0’s 
Hold on Coast Indies 


Hollywood, May 20. 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers Local 40 is making a | 
drive to take the independent radio | 
field away from the CIO. Al Speede, | 
Local 40 business representative, an- | 
nounced that the union had signed 
closed-shop deals with KIEV, KFVD 
and KFAC, and is now negotiating | 
with the Don Lee Network for a/| 
unit contract covering KHJ and 
KFRC, San Francisco: KBD, Santa 
Barbara, and KGB, San Diego. The | 
new contracts up wages 25% to 
30%, and provide for three weeks’ | 
vacation with pay, 10 days’ sick | 
leave, and arbitration of all disputes. | 

A general membership meeting of 
the Los Angeles local of the Ameri- | 
can Federation of Radio Artists has | 
been called for tomorrow (21) to 
elect a nominating committee to se- 
lect candidates for local officers and 
delegates to the national AFRA con- 
vention. 


| Ceremonies will be broadcast from|from 1 p.m. CDST. Two agencies 
1-1:15 p.m. by NBC red (WEAF).| involved in the deal were Blackett- 
Raymond Massey will be m.c. | Sample-Hummert and Knox Reeves. 
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ENCARGED 5S TIMES 


Yessiree ... the Winged Plug’s night time wattage has been | 
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greatly increased area of almost 2 million consumers | now 
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pull more and more sales. All the more reason it’s smart to 
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hitch me to your selling team for more sales. 


Harry K. Gilman Bankrupt 


Harry K. Gilman, musician and 
radio program producer, now unem- 
| ployed, filed a voluntary petition of | 
| bankruptcy in the N.Y. federal court 
Wednesday (14), listing $1,800 in as- | 
|sets and $178,234 in liabilities. Dur- | 
| ing the past two years Gilman has | 
| earned $200 annually. 

There are no theatrical creditors, | 
all large debts coming out of Chi- 
cago on non-theatrical matters. | 
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JULIO BARATA 
OF BRAZIL 
IN US. 


Julio Barata, who heads the radio 
section of Brazil’s Department of In- 
formation, is in New York City on 
a visit accompanied by his wife. He 
arrived by Clipper last week, going 
directly te St. Louis from Miami to 
be the guest at the convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters. 
He made a short talk in English at 
an N.A.B. luncheon, a fact made re- 
markable by the fact that he only 
began studying the language three 

nths ago. 

ag or a doctor of philosophy, is 
a linguist. He has lately translated 
from the ancient Latin a play, 
‘Menaechini of Plautus’ (B.C. 200), 
which is now running in Portuguese 
at the Copacabana theatre in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Among his hosts in New York 
have been William S. Paley, presi- 
dent of CBS. Donald Withycomb, 
aide to M. H. Aylesworth at the 
Pan-American Cultural Relations 
Committee, escorted the Baratas 
back by train from St. Louis to New 
York. 

A special program of macumba 
music (native sorcerer’s chants, etc.) 
arranged by Barata before his de- 
parture for the U. S. A. was short- 
waved up from Brazil Saturday (17) 
and broadcast over Columbia here. 

NBC execs honored Baratta at a 
uncheon Friday (16) in New York’s 

otel St. Regis. David Sarnoff, RCA 
president, presided. Others attend- 
ing, among the score of guests, were 
Major-General James G. HMarboard, 
John 8. Royal, John Elwood, Don 
Francisco and M. H. Aylesworth. 


CONSTRUCTIVE 
CRITICISM OK 


-_-- 








Toronto, May 20. 

Subject to the existing rules of 
eensorship with respect to the di- 
vulging of military secrets, etc., to 
the enemy, the Canadian Broedcast- 
ing Corp. has lifted the lid on poli- 
tical speeches via the ether by lezed- 
ers of the various parties. Hence- 
forth, there may be criticism of the 
Canadian Government of a ‘con- 
structive’ character. Nor will party 
leaders be asked to submit advance 
copies of their speeches to the CBC 
for pencilling as has been the cus- 
tom in the pest. 

Time sought by party leaders will 
be granted gratis but will be allo- 
cated equally among Canada’s three 
major political groups. 


‘Hernandez’ at XEFO 


Mexico City, May 20. 

Col. Alfonso Hernandez has as- 
sumed his duties as auditor of local 
redio station XEFO. (10,000 watts), 
mouthpiece of the Party of the 
pezican Revolution, dominator of 
the government and politics. 

He succeeds Elias Campos who has 
been transferred to the Party’s treas- 
ury department. 


WJTN Reduces Stock 


Albany, N. Y., May 20. 
James Broadcasting Company, Inc., 
which owns and operates WJTN, 
Jamestown, has decreased its eapital | 








CUBAN’S N. Y. VISIT 


Mariana Guastella Set Radio De- 
tails in New York 








Mariana Guastella, operator of an 
Havana advertising agency, saiicd 
Saturday (17) for Cuba after a visit 
in New York. He was primarily con- 
cerned while in U.S.A. with setting 
up details of various radio accounts 
for summer campaigns. 

His Publicidad Guastella reps Frig- 
idaire, General Motors, Bacardi Rum. 
Corona Cigars, Farnsworth Radios, 
Free Rotary Sewing Machines. 


MEXICO CUTS 
PROPAGANDA 


Mexico City, May 20. 

Propaganda broadcasts, which 
were numerous and intensive during 
the early months of the war, have 
been cut to e minimum in Mexico 
through the co-operative action of 
radio stations, the Ministry of Com- 
munication and Public Works, and 
the Confederation of Mexican Work- 
ers. Stations included the largest 
and most responsible broadcasters in 
the country. Ministry of Communi- 
cations regulates the broadcasting 
industry. Confederation is the re- 
public's strongest labor organization. 

At the start of the war, both sides 
deluged Mexican stations with prop- 
aganda, and since many of the larger 
advertisers were German, French, 
Italian and English firms, greet 
diplomacy was necessary in handling 
the situation. However, the Govern- 
ment, the more important broadcast- 
ers, and labor combined to solve the 

roblem to a large extent. Othon 

elez, manager of XEW, local 100,- 
000-watter, played an important role. 

Some trouble was caused by wild- 
eat stations, in most eases operated 
by Nazis or Fascists, but most of 
them have been elosed or frightened 
out of existence. Only two sizable 
stations are now broadcasting propa- 
ganda. One is German, the other 
French, Figured the former’s dzys 
are numbered. Latter airs rather 
mildly colored material, so it is eaus- 
ing little attention. 


Brinkley Trustees 
Want to Sell His 
Personal Property 














San Antonio, May 20. 

Trustees of the estate of Dr. 
(‘Doc’) John R. Brinkley have filed 
an application for an order to sell 
Brinkley’s personal property, ac- 
cording to R. O. Huff, United States 
referee in bankruptcy here. The 
property, Huff said, would include 
stocks and bonds amounting to 
$17,945.16, and a number of guns, one 
of which is used in deep sea fishing. 

Application will be heard in court 
here, after which an order will be 
issued by the court fixing time and 
manner of the sale. 

Brinkley was once candidate for 
the governorship of Kansas; for sev- 
eral years he maintained an airplane, 
specially built limousine and a yacht. 
He also built a palatial home at 
Villa Acuna, acrosg the border from 
Del Rio, Texas, where he operated, 
for a time, the world’s most pow- 
erful radio station. 

Bankruptcy proceedings were con- 
eluded in Del Rio last month against 
Brinkley. 


Hugh Feltis in N. Y. 


Hugh Feltis, of KJR, Seattle, ig in 














stock from $40,000 to $20,000. |New York City for a fortnight’s 
Hugh N. Bodine, Jamestown at-| Visit. 

torney, filed the papers with the| Came via St. Louis eonvention end 
ecretary of State. Washington. 
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War Delays Completion 
Of XEB’S 100 Kw. Plant 


Mexico City, May 20. 
Difficulties besetting deliveries of 
mechanical equipment due to war 
preparations conditions in the U. S. 
have been overcome at lest by local 
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Gladstone Murray's Scope Limited 


Augustine Frigon Moves In From Montreal—Murray 
Confining Self to Programs and ‘Public Relations’ 


radio station XEB (50,000 watts) Toronto, May 21. | that Frigon was paid $12,000 plus ex- 
oF make gg * oak — sone Recurrent rumors, impossible to | Penses of $2,024. Expense allow- 
igarette Co., a French enterprise. . ,; ances had been placed at $4,800 to 
. 4 : : b .. | confirm because ‘losely clampe 3 iggy : 
This station is to put into service in | be . of closely al mped | ihe general manager, $2,000 to his 
September apparatus it purchased in | censorship, that an executive com- | assistant. Howe stated that ‘mat- 
New York City, to raise its potency | mittee has taken over several of the | ters referred to had been adjusted 


to 100,000 watts and expand 


intended to be ready this month. 

Power boost will give XEB as 
much wattage as the current strong- 
est Mexican station, XEW (100,000 
watts), owned-operated by the Emilio 
Azcarrge interests. 


MEXICAN GIRL STAYS HOME 


Amateur Winner Eschews N. Y. 
For Cash and XEW Job 











Mexico City, May» 20. 

Blanca de la Fuente, winning 
amateur in two station XEW (100,- 
000 watts) contests is a business- 
woman. She takes $4,000 (Mex) in 
cash in lieu of a round trip to New 
York City by plane, with all ex- 
penses paid. 

Girl is also in line for a contract 
as a singer on XEW’s permanent 
staff. She figures it better to stay 
here and give ettention to her career 


its | duties of Gladstone Murray, general 
broadcasts. Equipment was originally | manager of the Canadian Broadcast- | 





to the satisfaction of all concerned’ 
but gave no details. 

ing Corp., were clarified over the | —_____ 
week-end when it was disclosed by | 
C. D. Howe, Minister of Transport | 
and Communications, that impor- | 
tant changes have been made in the | 
executive direction of the CBC. | Mexico City, May 20. 
Murray will now give all his atten- | Mexican radio amateurs and air 
tion to programs and public rela- experimentors are to hold their 10th 
tions. Augustine Frigon, transferred | @22uUal national convention in Guad- 
from Montreal to CBC headquarters | alajara, Mexico’s second largest city, 
here as new assistant g.m., will now | May 22-25 for the discussion of vari- 
be responsible for the internal man- | °US matters and the adoption of reso- 
agement of CBC, including appoint- | lutions calling for better coordina- 
ments to technical, commercial and | tion of the activities of these ether 
business staffs. An executive com- | fans. a 
mittee, members of which have not} Leading technicizns are to read 
yet been appointed, will supervise | papers and high government officials 
the Murray-Frigon activities, this | Will attend the meet which is ex= 
committee answerable to the Board | pected to attract about 500 delegates 
ef Governers. from all parts of Mexico, 

In answer to publicized questions 
by Major J. Coldwell, leader of the 
Opposition minority. Howe alsd dis- 
closed that, during 1940, Murray re- 





Mexican Hams to Meet 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Walter Brown, 
vice-president and manager, WSPA 
and WORD, named radio relations 











rather than to go stepping in| ceived $10,479 on expense accounts | director for Spartanburg area in na- 
Gotham, until she has built up a rep. | in addition to his salary of $13,000; | tional defense bonds sales. 
—- 
ff 
v 





Program testing saves & 
money, too ! 


awand the Columbia Pacifie 


Network is best for a test 


Before going coast-to-coast, you can make sure of your pro- 
gram by first testing it over Columbia’s 7-station Pacific Coast 
Network. Only on the Pacific Coast—only on the Columbia 


Pacific Network—are a// these important testing conditions 


available in one package: 


Low cost. A 13 or 26 week campaign on the 
Columbia Pacific Network — which covers 
all the 3363 towns and cities in its night- 
time primary area at a time-cost as low as 
11 cents per town*— is ample to test out 
your program, as did Postum and Wrigley 
and many others. Or to satisfy yourself of 


the sales impact of one of our Columbia- 


; nation can you so perfectly duplicate the 
perfected shows, as did Richard Hudnut Y e. . 
network bracketing and competition of a 
with Hollywood Showcase, and Campbell’s 
F coast-to-coast show. 
Soups with Fletcher Wiley. 
F Hollywood production. ‘Then, when all the 
Regular coast program ratings. C. E. é 
“bugs” are out of your program — your 
Hooper “Pacific Ratings” measure the rela- eee Be ek ; 
perfected show with the identical cast, tech- 
tive popularity of your program as it goes a 
4 ‘ ' nicians, and producers can go coast-to-coast 


along, to show you exactly how many 


people listen month by month. 


Nielsen & Facts Consolidated test cities. 
Separated from the rest of the nation by the 


Continental Divide, sales on the Pacific 








Coast are easy to check — either from your 





own records, or from Nielsen or Facts 


Consolidated sales reports, 


A regional network of “‘basic’’ stations. 
All seven stations of the Columbia Pacific 
Network are “basic”—all broadcast the full 


CBS schedule. In no other section of the 








at the flip of a switch... from Hollywood, 
West Coast production headquarters for 


CBS transcontinental shows! 





*By day it is 2256 towns at 14 cents. 


Columbia Pacific Networr 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 8YSTEM 
Columbia Square, Los Angeles — Palace Hotel, San Francisco. Represented by 
Radio Sales with offices in New York, Chicago, $t. Louis, Detroit, and Charlotte 
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Follow-Up 


KADIO REVIEWS 


fore a mobbed house, Kaye’s orches- 
tra offered several ASCAP favorites 
of past years and, apparently with- 


Comment | 





Tulip Festival: Pat O’Brien, Ger- 
trude Niesen, Bill Thompson (Ho- 
ratio Boomer’ of Fibber McGee and 


Molly program), Simone Simon in 
a sketch, ‘Divorce for Two,’ with 
Ian Keith and Michael Romano; | 


Patti McCarthy, Sheldron Lee, Chet 
Woods, radio commentator, and Ben 
Carpenter's orchestra broadcast Sat- 
urday afternoon half-hour, over 


NBC blue, from annual Tulip Festi- | 


| okay fashion. 


out any suggestion from the band- 
stand, virtually the entire audience 


cee, also did some dialoging {as a . ord singing 
policeman) with Thompson (ma- . gee pone ag 
terial here only so-so) and with Miss fectious quality to the broadcast. 
McCarthy and Miss Lee, chosen ’ e 

queens of the festival. He and they ne . wii 
dipped into Irish brogue during a Dorothy Thompson, in the mids 


Miss Niesen war-| 
and ‘Frenesi’ in 
Sponsor did quite a/| 
bit of plugging. (Same night, the) 
Alka Seltzer show, cleverly framed 
for rural-small town areas and nori- | 


kidding session. 


of her finest eloquence (which is 
bled ‘Dark Eyes’ 


something), was cut off in mid-sen- 
tence by WMCA, New York, last 
week. One of those deplorable 
breaks that madden listeners, and 
do neither the station nor the indus- 


| music can boost a show. Playing be- 


val in Holland, Mich. The Holland | sophisticates among city dialers also 


Furnace Co. sponsored the program, 
which always has a number of 
‘names.’ Although the talent list was 
considerably heavier than _ usual 


tertainment hardly reached sock 
rating. It was more a parade of 
erformers and pleasant howchados, 
fithough salvo had some entertain- 
ng moments. O’Brien, a breezy me- 





== 








aired from Holland Festival.) 





Parker Wheatley (of Northwestern 


current issues under the title of ‘The 
| Reviewing Stand.’ Nazis vs. Democ- 


, | University ) conducts over Mutual on | 
(and on Saturday matinees), the en-| Sunday mornings a round-table on | 


try any good (but not easily pre- 
| vented, it’s admitted), the incident 
occurred during the P.E.N. (‘literary 
| internationale) rally from the Bilt- 


presiding. What the listeners got in- 
stead of Thompson: An Old Gold 
one-minute announcement. 


more hotel, N.Y., with Hank Canby | 


racy was the general theme last Sun- - 


day (18) and four local savants, Somerset Maugham (also on the 
operating from WGN'’s radio theatre | PEN. program over WMCA) has 





briskly and informatively. Wheatley, | American radio this winter. 
with a background of commercial} have been uniformly successful, a 


experience as program director of | fact that remains true of this occa- | but with very hasty swap-overs in 


the old KYW in Chicago, is always} sion, when, during the course of 


mike-conscious. Among his best| smooth, beautifully delivered 


| re- | as though anxious to make every 
thoughts in discussion management) marks, the Englishman banged up use of its two smart interpreters for 


is promptly demanding of any speak- | against three words. It is hardly a 
er what he means by any term even | secret that Maugham, like all stut- 
slightly out of the ordinary for the|terers, dreads this tongue-tripping. 
average citizen. By such watchful-| [It jis therefore probably a spiritual 


a 


‘HOLLYWOOD SOUNDSTAGE: 
Orchestra With Louise Benet 


LAURENCE OLIVIER 
With Vivien Leigh, Salon 


| 30 Mins. | Film Gossip | 
| Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 15 Mins. 
BBC, London | Sustaining 


This pi erved as a farewell | WABY, Albany 

nis piece s \ Sie “ : rg at gt 
from Olivier to his fans on this side,} Miss Benet, introduced as a ‘new 
now that actor is set for the fighting | WABY personality,’ is doing a quar. 
|services. Vivien Leigh held down | ter-hour of film gossip, reviews, ete. 
| the other side of the original Spikes sent from Hollywood. Althou “ 
| Hughes radio-play to provide a sat-'* g 
‘isfying 30 minutes of ultra smart} broadcast over a purely local sta- 
performing | tion, material is prepared as though 


, on .. | it were to be wired coast to coast, 

Knit with traditional Yankee airs. |'Thus, one hears of ‘Memos’ to per- 
—_ cameed oo erepeeees Seas sons, companies and institutions jn 
0 e 17 : ‘ 


the picture capital, as well as to 
the English army captain sent on a | cities throughout the United States 
special mission by his commander,! and Canada. Format makes 


Gage. Lost around the naborhood reading so Obvious that no local 
of Boston, he seeks aid from the|miker could give program a per- 
family of Vivien Leigh, staunch New | sonal, distinctive touch. Last min- 
Englander, and overnight learns he! ute news is announced as received 
loves the girl. Action switched to’ via Postal Telegraph from Sam Tay- 
Lexington and Concord, with the|lor in Hollywood. He is credited 
subsequent retreat of the British | with the reviews, too. 


the 





i house, there to be shot by the girl’s| above average. 
in Chicago, handled various aspects! made several appearances on_ the | 


They | property. 


ness he excludes that accumulation 


WO 
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For 


20 years 

smack 

in the 

of the ric 


Piedmont 
ance! 


Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more information about 
WBT, one of the sixteen 
€BS 50,000 watt 


stations. 


of intellectual shorthand and symbol- | 
| stringing which is the bane of such | 
radio discussion by the big worders. 





Milton Berle drew chuckles Satur- 
day (17) night on ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ 
with a-variation of his familiar fast- 
gagging brand of spoofing. Using an 
ultra-snooty manner that meshed 
neatly with the rowdy atmosphere of 
the ‘Tavern,’ he set up a funny char- 
acterization, was gradually per- 
suaded to be himself for a_ brief 
wise-guy sequence and then closed 
with a finger-tips-on-chest bow-off. 
It was imaginative, different and re- 
freshing. 





Loulie Jean, with Will Bradley 
and a quartet from his band, guested 
divertingly Monday (19) night on 
the ‘Ghamber Music Society of Low- 

Basin Street’ series over NBC 
ue (WJZ). As the show is likely 
to do when it’s in fettle, the session 
provided a combination of conta- 
gious chuckles and pulsating tunes. 
Outstanding on this chapter was a 
new composition by Bradley, ‘March 
of the Goons.’ Another number was 
notable for a striking arrangement 
of soft, yet compelling, counter- 
rhythms. Welbourn Kelley’s goofy 
continuity continues to be a choice 
element, particularly as deéad-panned 
by announcer Gene Hamilton. Di- 
rection was deftly handled by Jack 
Meackin, 





‘Cavalcade of America’ had a clos- 
ing commercial announcement Mon- 
day (19) night that was as interest- 
ing as anything on the show itself. | 
Blurb was an easily-understandable, | 














illuminating explanation of how 
ceramic colors are put on glass ware 
and pottery at the duPont factories. 
It was unusually long, but so ab- 
sorbing that it seemed brief. 





Winifred Heidt, guesting Monday 


show, teamed with James Melton to 
finale the stanza with an incandes- 
cent performance in English of the 
‘Home to Our Mountains’ duet from 
‘Il Trovatore.’ Whole program was 
musically agreeable and artfully 
produced. 











Claude Brenner, one of the regu- 
| lars on the ‘Quiz Kids’ series, subbed 
|as m.c, for the ailing Joe Kelly on 
| last Wednesday (14) night’s .pro- 
|gram. It was the second week in 
| succession he’d filled th: assignment, 
| Kelly having a cold, but due back 
for last night’s (Tuesday) show. 
| 'Thirteen-year-old youngster from 
| Johannesburg, South Africa, was a 
| trifle nervous at first, fumbling his 
| lines a bit, but he quickly settled 
j down | and thereafter handled the 
| job like a vet. Had an amusing 
| boyish appeal. 





Russell Bennett conducted the first 
| performance of his ‘Symphony in D 
|for the Dodgers’ last Friday (16) 
night on his ‘Russell Bennett’s Note- 
book’ series over WOR-Mutual. Ob- 
viously an exercise for publicity 
purposes, the piece was merely an 
interesting stunt, but negligible from 
a serious musical standpoint. 





‘California Melodies,’ as heard late 
Saturday (17) night over WOR-Mu- 
tual from Hollywood, via the Don 
Lee network, is superior to the dance 
band remotes on the networks at that 
hour. David Rose’s orchestra, with a 
Sizable and eloquent string section, 
uses semi-symphonic arrangements 
and gets genuinely expressive ef- 
fects. One hot number cn the show 
caught was inferior, but at least 
served as seasoning. Maxine Gray’s 
vocals are svelte. Incidentally, the 
return of ASCAP music to Mutual’s 
menu is an enormous hypo for shows 
of this kind. 





Sammy Kaye, remoting via Mutual 
from Meadowbrook Inn, Montclair, 
N. J., immediately after the ‘Cali- 
fornia Melodies’ program Saturday 
(17) night; gave an even more posi- 
tive demonstration of how ASCAP 





(19) night on the Bell Telephone | 


| struggle for him. Listeners are in 
his debt for overcoming his dis- 
taste for speaking because he has a 
manner of exceptional attractiveness 
on the air. 





Charles Ruggles and a gang of 
stooges is heard over various local 
stations (WOR in New York) via 
transcriptions bearing the series title 
‘Barrel of Fun’ and adapted for local 
brewery sponsorship. The program 
last week was pretty corny fun, not 
able to compete with the master 
comic of radio, but probably satis- 
factory diversion for the less sophis- 
ticated levels. 





Stanley High should be numbered 
in that company of quick-thinking, 
aggressive platform personalities de- 


veloped in recent years by radio, 
and more particularly by the Town 
Hall on NBC's blue. High’s flavored 


sentences and salted replies were 
especially mumerous and piquant 
last week in his tilt with a theo- 
logian - turned - congressman, Dewey 
Short. A classmate of High’s when 
both learned their pulpiteering 


in 
rs Short delivered a Mis- 
souri epublican stump _ speech 


against Roosevelt, missing none of 
the points so often used last Octo- 
ber. Many listeners must have re- 
gretted Short’s decision to use his 
old act and not work up some new 
patter to counter High. 





Dorothy Maynor, guesting on the 
Coca-Cola program Sunday (18) 
afternoon, sang four numbers 
pressively. Negro sopranc has a 
rich, pliant and appealing voice. 
However, her presentation on the 
show was incongruous, as she opened 
with an unannounced number and 
was not introduced until some time 
later. Fact that Andre Kostelanetz’s 
arrangement was distinct and imag- 
inative at least partially redeemed 
the strange programming, but it 
couldn’t alter the fact that ‘Just a 
Song at Twilight’ is rather an old 
chestnut for a show of this kind. 
Kostelanetz’s conducting is smooth 


| and sensuous, particularly with the | 


|shimmering quality he evokes from 
| the strings. 





| Derothy Kilgallen’s mike addres. 


is improving as is her chitchat about | 


bright personalities in the chi-chi 
| nite spots. 


The ‘best dressed woman’ 
| stuff ( a bit of an adaptation from 
| Vanier 's The Skirt) and kindred in- 


time closeups of femme fads and | 


| foibles, plus anecdota about the stags, 
is good listening. The Johnson & 


| Johnson Band-Aid copy is likewise | 


good if a bit verbose. Artie Shaw, 
| incidentally, proved a breezy guester 


, 


being well handled by his interview- 
|er. Himself a past master of mike 
technique, it was just a matter of 
judicious scripting to get everything 
within the quarter-hour time limita- 
| tions. Coming: Victor Mature. 





|\‘OPERA LETS ITS HAIR DOWN’ 
| With Frank Marcus 

| 30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

| Friday, 5 p.m. 

WNYC, New York 


‘Opera Lets Its Hair Down’ is the 
apt title for this new Friday after- 
noon series aimed at popularizing 
grand opera. On the theory that 
‘the only ones who don’t like good 
music are those who never heard 
any,’ Frank Marcus plays recorded 
selections from standard operas, in- 
terspersed with colloquial explana- 
tion and comment. Keynote of the 
show is that he refers to Giuseppe 
Verdi as Joe Green and calls 
Amneris in ‘Aida’ a ‘jealous dame.’ 


Apparent idea is to devote each 
stanza to a different opera. Also to 
get across the idea that there’s noth- 
ing esoteric about opera or classical 
music. He notes that many popu- 
lar songs are adapted from arias 
and remarks, ‘Opera isn’t so hard 
to take—at least not to those 
who know how.’ As guest on the 





forces, and Olivier and his band of| As film stuff goes on local stations, 
stragglers hit the road past the | ‘qollywood Soundstage’ is a little 
Not startling good, 
Yankee | but it has less of that unmistakable 
'press agent tinge of the incredible 
Hughes script was tight enough,| which pours from Hollywood. 
Miss Benet possesses a_ slightly 
dialog from romance to propaganda, husky, fairly pleasant voice. Diction 
delivery and, particularly, use o 
pause, could be somewhat improved. 
Carl Mattison announces. Jaco. 


brother for stepping on 


both attention-getting and something 
smooth in the way of radio histri- 
onics. Without them the piece | 
would not have been so impressive 
on the drama end, 


When play was curtained, an- 
nouncer called Olivier in for an ex- | 
cerpt from the Gettysburg address. | 

Douglas Moodie’s production | 


blended adequately the two predom- 
inant eiements of the day. 
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LIMA 
G Fort Industry Manket 


‘SYMPHONIC SERENADE’ | 
With Tom Cafferty 

60 Mins. 

VICTOR RECORD DEALERS 
Tues. and Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 
KDYL, Salt Lake City 


This is a disc show with one-man 
comment, going into its 16th month 
of dishing out the classics to Inter- 
mountain listeners. First nine months 
it was a sustainer. It is a well- 
balanced hour, opening with an over- 
ture and ending on a much lighter 


GAFF 


Might be good 





| Comnanenesees is nicely done, 


im- 











note. In between come symphony, For a laugh; 
concerto, sonata, symphonic suite, or 
something similarly classical. ea 

Blending of music, comment and | || But it's no help 


with | 
|commercials ‘sounding a_ sincere| 

enough invitation for a listener and | 
sponsor get-together. There is plenty | 
|of interpretive comment by Tom} 


| Cafferty interlarded throughout the | || 
| But take the chaff 


hour-long stanza. Cafferty’s voice \ 
Out of gaff, 








| To the business 





| 
graph. 


and _ interpretations have proved | 
popular with Salt Lake’s listening | 
audience which is exceptionally well | 
versed in music values. Show has | 
been the means of upping him from | 
announcing to station’s music com- | 
| mentator. 
_ A good job of merchandising is be- | 
ing done with this show. Programs a | 
|month in advance are mailed gratis | 
to 500 selected names and additional | || 
copies are presented to sponsors for | |! 
| distribution to purchasers of sym- | || 
| phonic albums. At times the five co- | 
operating sponsors have allowed the | 
program to be used as a public serv- | 
| 


Give ‘em 





| 
| 
| The whole grain; 


Then watch business 





| ice program, and during recent drive 
it did much to help establish a Utah | 
| State Symphony Orchestra by inter- | 
| viewing visiting concert artists, as | || 
well as providing the regular pro- 





That's radio’s 





| 
Gain. 





Province: i 
| 








{motional propaganda for  fund- ] 
| raising. || Gaff, no chaff, | 

Show is written and produced by | ||. ] 
| Cafferty. All in all, it’s a weil | ||| | 
balanced, nicely-presented late eve- | i] Some laugh, | 
ning hour. Hi \} 
| || Notes and news. ] 
‘LET’S GO SHOPPING’ anit 


| 

| With Mel Venter, Mary Roeder | 
| 15 Mins.—Local Ht 
| WHITE HOUSE DEPARTMENT 

STORE 
| Daily 9:45 a.m. \ 
| KFRC, San Francisco ! 

| 


“Goodbye, blues”) 


(Marion Kayle) 


This is the show which cracked 
the long-radio-resisting White House. 
rated Frisco’s No. 2 department store. | | 
Daily quarter airs directly from the | 
|store with Mel Venter and Mary | 
Roeder alternating on news about 
| bargains and services offered by the 
firm. 
| Show caught was built around a 
| behind-the-scenes visit to the mail- 
order department, with Venter inter- 
viewing three members of the de- 
partment on how orders are han- 
dled. Straight sales stuff lightened 
with sidelights on folks who appeal 
to the helpful clerks for advice on 
marriage, infant rearing, etc. Also 
brought out was fact that the girls 
give each other a weekly quiz to 
seme 4 up on new merchandise. Sales 
hook included description of dress 
bargain which mail-order clients are 
going for as well as local customers. 

Basic idea is plausible and mate- 
rial was interesting if 100% commer- 
cial. Major weakness may be tend- 
ency to bury informative facts in 
too much kittenish wordage. Wern. 


| (Saith the sponsor, | 
| 
| 








Play a Trump on the 


| 
1} 
Summer Slump | 
| 























initial inning Friday (9), Marcus had 
Maurice Frank, who told about his 
plans for pop-priced ‘opera under 
the stars’ at Randall’s Island, N. Y., 
| this summer. ‘Sounds like a prom- 
ising lineup,’ observed arcus. 
| Whereupon, his guest enthused, 
| ‘Hell, wait till you see it.’ Hobe, 
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FORD SUMMER HOUR 
With Meredith Willson, Jane Pick- 

ens, Gordon Gifford, Linton 

Wells, Paul Wing, Bud Mitchell, 

Ford chorus and orchestra 
60 Mins. 
FORD — 

ay, -m. 
SABC, CBS, New York 
(McCann-Erickson) 
nin rogram in the 1941 sum- 

a eewies Sor Ford revealed an ob- 
vious need for cutting. The pro- 
gram was cluttered up with enter- 
tainment odds and ends and with 
propaganda odds and ends about 
Henry Ford as a_ humanitarian 
rather than as a business man sell- 
ing something. A tightened show 
and an edited line of gab (selling 
the car more, the controversy be- 
hind it less) seemed so self-evident- 
ly required that it may be supposed 
eight conferences on the subjects 
have already been held. 

Meredith Willson will 
weeks at the podium. His successors 
may change weekly or may not. 
Wiilson himself turned down that 
kind of an offer and other conduc- 
tors may also be loathe to go to De- 
troit for a one-time guest booking at 
summer prices with a reported bud- 


get for arrangements of only $600) 


weekly. : 

Willson started program’ with 
hodge podge of Franz Schubert’s 
March Militaire, augmented by in- 
different Detroit chorus singing in 
English. Then Jane Pickens clicked 
definitely with ‘You Walk By,’ which 
was followed later on by ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ even better. Vocally this pop 
singer took away the honors. 

Willson then followed by over- 
doing Poldini’s “The Dancing Doll,’ 
which was originally a sweet un- 
affected composition for _ piano. 
Jazzed to a point where it could no 
longer be recognized, the selection 
was an example of spoiling good 
music to make bad in the name of 
novelty. 

Gordon Gifford followed with a 


carefully thought out, well inter- 
preted ‘Vision Fugitive,’ from 
‘Herodiade.’ The baritone appeared 


to have an excellent radio voice, 
making judicious -use of a_ small 
voice. His French was excellent, 
and he did not push his top tones, 
something to be thankful for these 
days. The excellent impression was 
furthered by a well sung Irish mel- 
ody, ‘Bendemeer’s Stream,’ later in 
the program. 

Willson then played a jazz version 
of Franz Liszt’s ‘Liebestraum,’ 
jcined by the two _ soloists and 
chorus. The scherzo from Willson’s 
own 
with Wagner predominating as the 
most important part of the work, 
and the opening and closing parts 
being paraphrased from Rimsky- 
Korsakow’s ‘Flight of the Bumble 
Bee.’ 

Program closed with ‘Pomp and 
Circumstance’ by Sir Edward Elgar. 
There was plenty that was good in 


the show but it was unhappily ar-| 


ranged and uneven. 
Detroit symphony men have a 


reputation of scramming Detroit in | 
summer and—at a guess—Willson | 


may have found himself handi- 

capped on manpower as well as ar- 

rangement and rehearsal limitations. 
Smith. 


‘PICCADIXIE’ 

With Jimmy Dyrenforth, Oliver 
Wakefield, Adelaide Hall, Graham 
Payn, Sydney Burchall, Al Dur- 
rant’s Swingtette, Georgia Crack- 
ers, Hyam Greenbaum Orch, 

36 Mins, 

Tuesday, 8:30 Pp. m. 


BBC, London 
This one blossomed into smooth 
musical session nicely steered by 


Dyrenforth, and delivered by a class 
bunch of performers. 
week run it’s being taken off for a 
reason known only to BBC, although 
producer-compere Dyrenforth did 
give it out, when caught, show may 
be back in the fall. 

Setup of the airer is particularly 
strong on balance; it’s tunes are well 
sold by songstress Adelaide Hall and 
Graham Payn with Oliver Wakefield 
in for snatches of his particular 
brand of droll stuttery. Working to- 
gether, group gradually steered their 


show into topline for credit and lis- | 


tenability. 














| CONNECTICUT S PIONEER BROADCASTER 


——— ——— 


Which | station should 
you use, to do an out- 


standing. Job of radio 


advertising In the Hart- 
ford Market? It’s just 
good horse sense to 
choose WDRC—and get 

3—coverage, Pro- 


grams, rate! 


BASIC cBS FOR CONNECTICUT 





‘ASCAP SALUTES MBS’ 

With Gene Buck, Robert Russell 
Bennett, Jean Mara, Robert Stew- 
art, Edward Matthews, Irving Ber- 
lin, George Jessel, Ted Fio-Riteo, 
Eddy Duchin, Gertrude Niesen, 
Dennis Morgan, John Charles 
Thomas, Sigmund Romberg, Max- 
ine Gray, David Rose Orch, Harry 
Warren, King’s Men, Rudolf Friml, 





do four) 


second Symphony followed, | 


After a six- | 


Judy Garland, Harold Arlen 
| Sunday, 10 p. m. 

| WOR-MBS, New York 

| The above reads like a Sunday 
|night benefit. It played like one. 
| That is, it was no worse nor better 
|than the average all-star unre- 
|hearsed galaxy. It wasn’t a clam- 
| bake, but it was no wow. As an 
effort in 
| potent show business organizations 
'—MBS and ASCAP—it came 
through as a pretty loose affair. 
However, it probably served its 
purpose to remind listeners to MBS’ 
169 affiliates that ASCAP music has 





the self-interest of two | 


| values that are not lightly dimissed. | 
That bugaboo of all show biz, and | 
particularly radio—pacing—was the | 


show’s prime shortcoming. Gene 
Buck stepped in to the strains of 


Followed Sousa’s ‘Stars and Stripes 
Forever.’ Then a longish speech- 
language. Then Fritz Kreisler’s 
sell Bennett. ‘Stars and Stripes’ was 
fittingly a keynote of ‘I Am an 


'theme was keynoted by ‘Viennois.’ 
(Buck reported its composer was 
now on the mend.) However, it was 
all pretty slow. 

Jean Mara sang ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris’ in a high flutey voice without 
any feeling for Oscar Hammerstein’s 
heart-throb lyrics or their mean- 
ing. A Victor Herbert pot-pourri 
was in slow tempo. Edward Mat- 
thews’ ‘When That Man Is Dead and 
Gone’ (Berlin) next had more life 
and also packed a bit of voltage. 
Followed by a longish Youmans or- 
chestral medley. Finaleing the New 
York portion of salute with Berlin’s 
‘God Bless America’ was an anti- 
climax in view of ‘Man Is Dead.’ 
Showmanly stunt of the evening was 
Berlin’s voice in New York melting 
into some 800 voices in the Chicago 
studios of WGN doing ‘America’ in 
unison, where George Jessel picked 
up the tempo of the proceedings. 

Jessel’s small-talk from Chi was 
effective and while his Jimmy Wal- 


and chit-chat might be ‘corn’ to 
some, it was perhaps okay radio. 
Maestro Ted Fio-Rito gave out with 





a hand; Gertrude Niesen whammed 
‘em with Cole Porter’s ‘Beguine’ 
(later with ‘Night Day,’ also by Por- 
ter); and in between Eddy Duchin 
|} pianologed Gershwin’s ‘Man I Love’ 
, and gang-sung “Take Me Out to the 


‘Caprice Viennois,’ batoned by Rus- | 


the thematic, ‘Say It With Music.’ | 


let about music being the ‘universal | 


American’ Day, celebrated national- | 
ly on Sunday, and the ‘melting pot’ | 





ker ‘December and May’ rendition | 


a medley of his own numbers; Jes- | 
sel dittoed tunes in which he had | 


| Ballgame,’ ‘Let Me Call You Sweet- | 


| heart’ and ‘Schooldays,’ 
studio audience, 

Jessel made much of ‘A Pretty 
| Girl Is Like a Melody,’ building it 
up as a Ziegfeld-Berlin saga, before 
Dennis Morgan’s (WB filmer) ren- 
dition. 
Passes’ paraphrased ‘All’s right with 
| the world,’ just because ASCAP is 
| back on the air, which sounded a bit 
| ironic and certainly was reaching in 
|the interests of the Society, but 
| overlookable in view of the cir- 
cumstances. 
p. m. 


with the | 


His Robert Browning ‘Pippa | 


The WOR regular 11 | 
newscast was an unfortunate | 


interruption in Manhattan, ASCAP | 
|show being picked up 11:15 until 
11:45, to round out the 11-hour 


show by electrical transcription. The 
waxing of the Hollywood portion 
wasn’t particularly good. 

John Charles Thomas opened as 
|emcee, again did a congratulatory 
routine, and finaled with ‘Old Man 
| River,’ ‘Mother o’ Mine’ and ‘The 
Lord’s Prayer.’ In between Sig- 
mund Romberg batoned the orches- 
|tra in a ‘Desert Song’ medley; Max- 
ine Gray 
with David Rose’s orchestra, Harry 
Warren at the piano. Songsmith 
Harold Arlen was another Steinway- 
ist later on, for Judy Garland’s 
‘Over the Ranbow.’ King’s Men 
(quartet) did a Carrie Jacobs-Bond 
medley; Rudolf Friml presided at 
the ivories as Rose batoned his ‘In- 
dian Love Call,’ and Miss Garland 
and Thomas finaled. Abel. 





Songs, Piano 
15 Mins. 
F. W. FITCH CO. 
Saturday, 10:45 a.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, Chicago 

Happy Jack Turner comes over 
the air as combining a little of the 
mannerisms and style of Uncle Don, 
Singin’ Sam and Bob Howard. His 
quarter hour of chatter and tunes, 
backed by his own piano tickling, 
is reminiscent of each. However, 
| he provides a nice enough session of 
'a Saturday morning, with tunes that 
'have wide appeal. 


ioe JACK TURNER 


Head.’ goes up the age scale with 
‘Spend the Rest of My Life with 
You,’ ‘On a Little White Sailboat’ 
and ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song.’ None 


lof it is imbued with disturbing 

qualities, but it’s all pleasant and 

homey. : 
Commercials for Fitch Shampoo 


are driven out in-a manner which 


vocaled ‘Argentine Way’ | 


He chatters and | 
plays to the youngsters with ‘Curly 


makes sure no listener doesn’t know | 


the product. There are three, none 
very well written. Opener asks, 
‘Folks, have you had your Fitch 
Shampoo this week?’ Wood. 


| 


HELEN HIETT 
Comment 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily, 10 a.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Former newspaperwoman and 
NBC correspondent on the Spanish 
peninsula, Helen Hiett returned to 
the U.S. not long ago and is now 
doing a morning show across the 
board on the blue network (WJZ). 
She has a straight-away, no-nonsense, 
rather rapid style of spieling, with 
clear diction and pleasant (without 
attempt at elocutionary) tone. As 
heard Friday (16), she devoted about 
a third of her program to summary of 
the day’s world news without com- 
mentary, then took the major por- 
tion to a discussion of various inter- 
rational and domestic  topfes, 


| adroitly avoiding controversial treat- 
ment of her material. 

Latter session included the sub- 
| ject of French feeling toward the 
Germans, in both France and the 
U.S. (it was the day French collab- 
oration with the Nazis was finally 
admitted), and shortages of war 
metals in this country, employment 
of girl messengers by Western Union 
(she didn’t appear to know that it 
was one of the issues of a strike in 
Chicago at that moment), use of 
trailers as dwellings because of hous- 
ing shortages at defense production 
centers, and what women can do for 
national defense. Last-mentioned 
was in answer to listener mail. En- 
tire program was concisely written 
and easily grasped. If anything, it 
was too lacking in individuality and 
color, but more preferable than the 
ultra-feminine personality news com- 
mentators. Hobe. - 


‘CANDLELIGHT SINGERS’ 
With Gertrude Lutzi, Florence Ann 

Reid, John Priebe, George Torge 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Mondays, 7:45 p.m. 
WBEN, Buffalo 

Socko blend by four of best- 
known voices hereabouts produces 
lulling harmony brand. It’s no new 
quartet, for they’ve been together 
on and off for 10 years filling 
church, air and theatre dates. In this 
shot they pick nostalgic songs, done 
in full-bodied, sympathetic style. 
It’s an easy-to-listen shot before the 
evening’s jiving starts. 

Dorothy Bayer accompanies with 
deft touch at celeste. 


Boston. — Arthur Amadon shifts 
from a vocalizing job at WEEI to 
announcer and singer at WMUR, 
Manchester, N. H. 




















THE LEAGUE OF YOUNG 
AMERICANS, INC. 


IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 


The Appointment Of 


RAYMOND PAIGE 


As Conductor Of 


THE YOUNG AMERICANS ORCHESTRA 


OF 100 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND RAYMOND PAIGE 


Left to Right: E. MARKEY PULLEN, M. D.; JOHN PAULDING FARNHAM, 
RAYMOND PAIGE, HERBERT NOBLE, JR.; ROBERT P. MacFADDEN 


AND CHARLES A. SMYLIE. 
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INC. 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT, NEW YORK 


APPLICATIONS FROM 
INSTRUMENTALISTS AND VOCALISTS 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Peg La Centra, recovered from measles and arthritis, doing dramatic 
programs during the summer layoff of her Gulden’s musica] series.... 
WHOM will do recorded translation in Polish, Yiddish, Italian, German, 
Snanish, Greek, Lithuanian and Ukrainian of Roosevelt's ‘fireside chat’ 
of next Tuesday (27), airing them the following day....Eleanor Nash 
doing series of beauty advice programs Wednesdays on WJZ-NBC.... 
Abe Lyman, Yiddish announcer-producer on WBNX (not the bandleader), 
giving a wedding anniversary party tonight (Wednesday) for various pals 
in radio....Bob Ross, aide to Bill Ramsey, Procter & Gamble radio head, 
in town last week for ‘Lone Journey’ and ‘Pepper Young’ script huddles 
....Whispering Jack Smith, pioneer radio vocalist, back on the kilocycles 
with a recorded-and-chatter series on WEAF locally....Marshal Petain’s 
Nazi-collaboration speech from Vichy last week was to have been broad- | 
cast by both NBC networks, but didn’t come through....no explanation 
was forthcoming. 


Eleanor Phelps joined cast of ‘Against the Storm’....Kay Lorraine re- | 
placed Joan Brooks on ‘Rhythmic Melodies’ and Loulie Jean Norman on 
‘Weekend Whimsy’....Charles ‘Bud’ Barry, new assistant to NBC blue | 
‘program chief William Hillpot, moving his family here from Washington | 
next week....story on the ‘Mystery Man’ series starting this week is the 
Bannister case....‘Down South’ moved from Wednesday night to replace 
‘Pageant of Art’ in the Sunday afternoon spot on WEAF-NBC....‘On 
Your Job’ goes off the same network June 29....Elaine Sterne Carring- 
ton’s half-hour Monday night sustainer goes off WEAF-NBC after one 
more shot. 


_.Bill Murray of the William Morris office last to heat up some radio 


deals. 


From The Production Centres 





IN CHICAGO... 


Ralph Eddy joining the WGN spieler gang, moving in from a stay at 
WHIP. Hammond....Dorothy Gregory added to cast of ‘Stepmother’.... 
Phil Bowman subbing for Walter Preston on direction job for ‘Scatter- 
good Baines’....Josephine Gilbert and Art Kohl cast additions to ‘Baines’ 
-_. Don MeNeill, Jack Baker, Evelyn Lynne, Escorts & Betty playing Jack- 
son (Mich.) Auditorium and Duluth Armory, latter under auspices of 
WEBC....Watson Humphrey doing double producer job for Brown & 
Williamson tobacco firm’s air shows, handling the new ‘College Humor’ 
program as well as the ‘Dog House’ show....WLS collabed with the Chi 
Herald-American on the visit of Chicago mothers to the 33rd Division 
encampment at Camp Forrest, broadcasting pick-ups direct from the rail- 
road depot and direct from the camp. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


With temporary discontinuance of the 1 to 6 a. m. sector of KSAN’s 
former 24-hour sked, KJBS becomes Frisco’s only all-night broad- 
caster with its Nite Owl sesh handled by Les: Malloy. Latter for- 
merly handled similar chore on KSAN....Latter station is now seeking 





| power boost from 250 to 1000 watts....Farmers take their programs se- 


riously, according to reactions observed on KSFO’s 5:30 a.m. Farm Journal. 
Since Bill Adams, its editor, has been summoned by Uncle Sam (he’s a 
reserve captain), fan mail has dropped 50%....Ira Blue and Judy Deane, 
former NBC staffers who were blitzed in recent staff reductions here, 
have landed on KQW, Ralph Brunton’s San Jose outlet. Blue is doing six 
quarter-hours weekly for Sutliff (Heinie’s Blend) Tobacco on ‘Human 
Side of Sports.’ Miss Deane has a morning quarter-hour of music and 
song with participating spots....Although return of Mutual to ASCAP 
makes KFRC the first Frisco chain outlet to carry Society’s music since 


Wednesday, May 21, 


If Home Team 


Leads, Radio Is 
Rapped Less 


Albany, May 20. 

Umpires aren’t the only ones that 
have to take it from fans when the 
going isn’t any too good for the home 
team. Gren Rand, one of the two 
broadcasters of the Albany games 
‘for Atlantic Refining, has been the 
target of fan complaints in letters 
to Charles F. Young, sports editor of 
the Knickerbocker News. In run- 
ning the letter Young has appended 
the comment that ‘any number of 
fans’ had told him that Rand, and 
Sherb Herrick, who reads the At- 
lantic Refining blurbs, ‘do a splendid 
| job.’ 
| The complaining fans write that 
| they don’t like Rand’s technique in 
| calling ’em, but it is recalled that 
| Similar squawks were heard last 








| first of the year, indie KSAN s initial juicer on this side of the bay to | season when the Albany team, as also 
Deems Taylor will be m.c. and Clifton Fadiman one of the ‘experts’ y 7 = i . y y 


Friday (23) night for the third anniversary program of ‘Information Please’ 
....Allen Prescott now doing a three-a-week ‘Yours Sincerely’ chatter | 
series in addition to his five-weekly ‘Wife Saver’ show on WJZ....Cesar 
Searchinger and Helen Hiett address the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs session in Atlantic City tomorrow (Thursday)....Sam Taub and | 
Bill Stern to Washington to air the Joe Louis-Buddy Baer scrap Friday 
(23) night. 


Pat Barnes recovered from strep dental infection and back on his 
‘Manhattan at Sunrise’ show....Ed Gardner planning a South American 
cruise when his ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ series exits for the summer... .Ilka Chase 
has taken a summer place at Lloyd’s Neck, L. I.....And Keenan Wynn, 
now that he’s a father, has leased a home at Great Neck, L. I.....Paul 
Stewart, currently in the legit ‘Native Son,’ at the St. James, and the film 
‘Citizen Kane,’ at the Palace, also had three radio assignments this week 
....Carol Irwin, Y. & R. daytime radio head, back from another tour of 
key cities where the Sanforized shows originate. 





Frank Gallop, announcer on the ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ series, | 
doing a similar assignment on the ‘26 by Corwin’ show....Mandel Kramer | 
and Charita Bauer added to ‘Just Plain Bill’ cast....Juliana Taberna | 
joined ‘Mr. Keen’ troupe....Paul Scheiner, who formerly routined the 
records on the Martin Block shows on WNEW, will do a similar assign- 
ment for all programs on the new WBYN station. 


ASCAPer Clarence Gaskill salutes the MBS deal with this couplet: ‘We 


think McCosker cops a radio Oscar.’ 


Jimmy Rich of WNEW back from Florida. ... Spencer Bentley has lead 
in ‘Special Correspondent,’ platter show NBC is considering as a sus- 
 tainer, .... 

Scriptef John T. W. Martin recuperating from operation for his old foot 
injury and expected to discard crutches in a couple more weeks... . Adrian 
Samisch and Therese Lewis in Chicago full time with the Helen Hayes 
program until ‘Twelfth Night’ ends engagement (and season) there... . | 
Hayes series slated to fold June 22 for the summer and will return in the 
fall, but contracts for the latter not yet inked... . Welbourn Kelley and 
Dave Schwartz collaborating on a series to bring Phil Baker back on the 
air. ... Kelley also readying a program for Negro comic Eddie Green... 
Radio Writers Guild tossing a cocktail party Friday (23) at Woodstock 
Tower, Tudor City, N. Y.....Constance Collier joined the cast of ‘Kate 
Hopkins.’ 

George Zachary and Marian Shockley (Mrs. Zachary) have taken a 
summer place at Lake Mahopac, N. Y....Jerry Devine, who’ll script 
‘Reg’lar Fellers,’ the summer replacement for Jack Benny, is an ex-actor 
of legit and films and is the son of.the late actor James Devine... .he 





formerly authored ‘The Shadow,’ the Tommy Riggs show and sketches 
for the Kate Smith series....H. Arthur Gilbert, WHN sound effects man, 
to marry Marla Besbeck, a non-pro....‘Duffy’s Tavern’ stays on the air 


through the June 14 program, then takes a 13-week layoff and resumes in 
mid-September. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Jack Benny will do his final broadcast of the season June i from naval 
base at San Diego....His writers, Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin, will vaca- 
tion in Canada, their first respite in three years, passing up a writing job 
on Benny’s ‘Charley’s Aunt’ at 20th-Fox....Lud Gluskin takes time out 
from his CBS Coast musical directorship to score and conduct the music 
for Edward Small’s ‘International Lady’....Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big 
Town’ troupe lays off from July 2 to Oct. 9. Agency is still shopping for 
a replacement....Bernie Smith, KFI-KECA press head, down with whoop- 
ing cough....Jack Sayers autoing east for summer duty in Young & Rubi- 
cam publicity department....Sam Hayes, NBC newscaster, hospitalized 
in Kansas City while touring midwest....Some people have all the luck. 
Last week Bob Brewster, producer of Kraft Music Hall, journeyed down 
to San Diego to book a test pilot on the June 5 show. Few days later the 
chap he lined up, Lieut. W. W. Lowrey, was front-paged all over the coun- 
try for his spectacular rescue of a marine whose parachute caught in his 
plane, leaving him dangling high above San Diego. The booking was 
moved up. to this week, but fast....Don Gilman lunched with Thurman 
Arnold, the government’s trust-buster. Strictly social, said the NBC exec 
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LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 
IN WABC—5:30-5:48 EDST—CBS 
79 COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF--RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


others. 


| switch back. Unit signed with ASCAP May 1, resulting in an immediate 
| jump in requests. 


At the present time requests on the nightly record call- 


_in show are running 75% ASCAP, 25% BMI....Art Linkletter, free lance 


m.c. who has shifted origination of several of his Coast web shows from 
Frisco to Hollywood, is finding out about the film capital. Thfew a cock- 
tail party supposed to run from 4 to 6 p.m., then found out that 6 p.m. 
Hollywood time is 2 a.m.....’Twas that hour before his guests went home 
—and not before he sent out rush orders to his beverage dispenser, to 
replenish vanishing stocks....Commentator now commutes about 1,000 
miles a week ‘by air, broadcasting from Frisco Sundays, Hollywood Mon- 
days, etc. 

Al Nelson, KPO-KGO chief, is ‘honorary director’ of the Salinas Rodeo, 
which means they’ll make him work for Radio Day this year....Dick 
Wynne, KSFO announcer, has received his draft questionnaire. ...Sandy 
Spillman, same station, goes into the Navy Air Corps as scon as he sheds 
15 pounds....Glenn Hardy, Don Lee evening newscaster, has added a new 
10 a.m. quarter to his sked....Fred Briggs, KYA program director, recu- 
perating from flu....Phil Lasky, KROW boss, almost won back his own 
KROW prize in the Oakland Downtown Merchants’ golf tourney... .Lasky 
and his sales manager, Carl Nissen, were among winners....station do- 


‘nated a portable radio....Bill Ryan, KGO-KPO sales chief, new prexy of 
| Frisco Ad club. R 








CBS In Attack On FCC 


Continued from page 24 —— 

















more reason for a network not to, possible for one organization to own 
own a station than for anyone else | two networks. 

not to own one. For, if the Com- CBS does not own two networks 
mission’s ‘regulations’ stand, these|or two stations in any one com- 
stations could not be used to the ad- | munity. 

vantage of one network over an- 
other. 

The Commission also ignores the 
fact that it is possible for a network 
to own the only station in a single 
city and yet for the programs of a 
competing network to be heard 
equally well, throughout the area it | 
serves, from two or more stations in | advertising rates, a threat as danger- 
adjoining areas. ous to the individual station as it is 

Why should ownership of a radio | to the networks. 
station by a network be bad? A|RULE NO. 8 SAYS IN EFFECT: 
network organization can obviously| The Commission will refuse a 
contribute much to the ability of| license to any station that agrees 
any radio station to serve the area| with a network as to the rates it will 
in which it is located. By its sub- | charge. 
stantial investment in its owned sta- CBS does not have any agreement 
tions, and by sharing with these sta-| with its network affiliates relating 
tions, day by day, its network ex-| to the rates which they shall charge 
perience, physical facilities, and tal- | other users of their time. However, 
ent, Columbia is making a constant| there is something to be said for 
contribution to their effectiveness in| protecting a network against the un- 
serving the people of their local/| fair competition that would develop 
communities. Does the Commission | if a station did sell its time to other 
now propose to say to the people of | networks (which, under these rules, 
these communities that these sta-| would be possible) at lower rates 
tions shall be put off the air, simply | than CBS out of necessity must 
because they are owned by a net-|charge. The Commission destroys 
work? that protection. Under this ‘regula- 

It is true that the few stations] tion,’ the same station could make 
owned by the networks are located | differing arrangements with differ- 
in the best markets. But the net-| ing networks. 
works went out and bought these 
stations for many reasons, one of 
which was that they offered a profit- 
able investment. This is the same 
reason why two dominating factors 
in the Mutual Broadcasting System 





Rates 








Under Rule No. 8, the Commission 
evidently proposes to meddle with 








Seattle—Evelyn Shaw of KVI of- 
fice staff has been transferred from 
Tacoma to Seattle studios. 





|now happens, was in last place, 

Radio circles point out that ball- 
casters in cities which have winning 
teams enjoy much easier going than 
in those towns where the home ag- 
gregation is mostly on the losing 
side. 

Herrick won last year’s winner of 
the Sporting News poll for the most 
popular ballcaster in a Class A 
league and Rand in the same poll got 
honorable mention. 





Texas Station Into New 
Quarters After March Fire 


Lufkin, Texas, May 20. 

New studios and transmitter build- 
ing of station KRBA were formally 
opened with several special broad- 
casts under the direction of Richman 
Lewin, commercial manager. Old 
| studios were destroyed by a fire on 
|March 17. Station since that time 
has operated from an emergency 
| transmitter studio set up in a local 
church, 

Station is owned and operated by 
the Red Lands Broadcasting Asso- 
ciation of which Ben T. Wilson is 
prez. Broadcasts on 1340 kilo- 
cycles with a power of 250 watts day 
time operation only. 


NOEL GERSON, U.S.A. 


WGN Talent Exec in Army as In- 
telligence Officer 














Chicago, May 20. 

Noel Gerson, who has been head 
of the WGN Talent Division since 
its inception last year, joins the 
Army next month and will be as- 
| signed to the Intelligence Division 
| of the Sixth Corps Area. He will 
| handle the radio end of the Public 
Relations branch. 

Marvin Welt, who has been Ger- 
son’s assistant, will succeed as chief 
of the Talent Division. 








Robert L. Kennett, WHAS Louis- 
ville program director, has returned 
from a trip to Camp Shelby, Miss., 
where he worked out arrangements 
for a 30-minute weekly airing, with 
talent drawn from the camp person- 
nel. 
—————— — EEE 
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built their businesses where they 
did. R. H. Macy is one of America’s 
dominant department stores. The ® 
Chicago Tribune is one of America’s | 
richest and: most profitable news- > 
papers. 

No one would think seriously of 
@uggesting that Macy’s or the Chi- 
cago Tribune should be forced to 
divest themselves of one or more of 
their profitable properties merely 
because they happened to own 
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Two Networks 





Available 





Under Rule No, 7, the FCC would 
refuse to license any radio station 
affiliated with a network organiza- 
tion having more than one network. 

RULE NO. 7: 
The seventh of the Commission’s 


New York “t- 








new ‘regulations’ would make it im- 
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NBC Red Network This Saturday Night 
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Yonder Signals 
He’s On His Way 


San Francisco, May 20. 
In a new effort to cash in on the 
potentialities of America’s last do- 
mestic frontier of broadcasting, the 
Pacific Coast, Arthur J. Kemp, CBS 
regional sales manager, will trek 


eastward June 1 with 20 western- 
puilt shows under his arm. Orig- 
inally ‘discovered’ by Variety sev- 
eral years ago and then dubbed ‘the 
lost horizon of radio,’ the Coast has 
gradually won recognition in East- 
ern agency circles as a market 
unique in itself. It became the ‘new 
horizon,’ and the scramble’ was on 
to build and sell specific regional 
shows for national sponsors. 

Latest phase now is to turn Coast- 
built shows into transcontinentals, 
making Hollywood rather than New 
York the proving ground for top- 
budget accounts. This theory will 
be the theme Kemp will bring East 
next month; that the Coast is a 
cheap proving ground for sponsors. 

The CBS exec’s score of offerings 
were culled from among 200 which 
were given ether rides on the West- 
ern regional link. Most of them 
were built by Russ Johnson, CBS 
coast production chief, who brought 
in an agency man, Ernie Bader, for- 
merly with the Caples agency of L.A. 
(which hendles the Union Pacific 
account) to take care of the sales 
value. 

Kemp’s sales campaign will be one 
of the most complete yet carried 
from the Coast to Eastern agencies. 
Three presentations haVe been made 
up—a one-page summary of the 
whole works; a separate booklet on 
each; and a complete transcription 
of each. Major hook of this particu- 
lar stunt is that, with all the shows 
actually on the air, Hoopered and 
priced, they can be piped transcon- 
tinental as fast as clients can be 
signed. 

















TRAFFICMANAGER 











Well, well. Here’s the girl who 
can say “no” in seventeen dif- 
ferent languages. She can say 
“no” and mean it, when bad 
programming is suggested. 
She’s WBIG’s traffic manager, 
and her name is Ken Fayen. 
She handles the program traf- 
fic to please the listener and 
the advertiser! 


Pet abomination: “Hillbilly” 
preachers, 


5000 richly laden watts, ee 
Bight and day . . . soon f 
e+ + to eover the rich- fv 
est and most populous f*, 
area in all the south- 
EDNEY 


east, 
A Columbia Broadcasting Fey aaucton 
System affiliate. 




















Inside Stuff—Radio 


Furore created the week before in Twin Cities newspaper and radio 
circles over an announcement about Sunday papers has quieted dow», | 
but the broadcasters are still wondering what reply, if any, FCC Chairman | 
James L. Fly will make to the letter of complaint from B. H. Ridder, pub- 
lisher of the St. Paul Pioneer Press-Dispatch. Latter jointly owns WTCN 
with the Minneapolis Tribune. 

Ridder had charged in a lette: to Fly that WCCO and WTCN had re- 
jected a proffered announcement that “Minneapolis now has but one news- 
paper on Sundays’ at the behest of George B. Bickelhaupt, Tribune pub- 
lisher. WCCO later reconsidered its decision and offered to carry the 
announcement, Ridder put out his radio announcement following the 
consolidation of the Minneapolis Tribune and the Minneapolis Star- 
Journal, which eliminated one of the two Sunday sheets, the Trib. Other 
Twin City stations did carry the announcement as written and offered. 





oF 

Vice-President Henry A. Wallace has joined newly-formed Pan- 
American council of the CBS ‘School of the Ai of ‘he Americas.’ As an 
example of his active interest in Pan-American relations, Wallace recently 
attended the Mexican inaugural and has made several addresses in Spanish 
before Pan-American groups. 2 . 

Other members of the ‘School’ council include Sterling Fisher, CBS 
director of education, chairman; Dr. Don Luis Quintanilla, Mexican coun- 
sellor in the U. S.; S. D. Shankland, executive-secretary of the American 
Assn. of School Administrators; Willard E. Givens, executive-secretary of 
the National Education Assn.; Mario Rodriguez, first secretary of the 
Chilean embassy; and Juan D’Aniello, first secretary of the Uruguay 
legation, 








‘ Story behind the dropping by WLWO, Cincy, of Portuguese on its for- 
eign programs is that Henley Hill, who served as its Portuguese announcer 
for a year or so, suddenly was called in by Uncle Sam to serve as trans- 
lator in the Portuguese section of the State Department. Before signing 
with the Crosley short-waver, Hill made application in Washington for 
the job he was summoned to start serving recently. Since then he has 
moved up to chief translator in the Portuguese section. The federal call 
allowed him 48 hours’ time to transfer from Cincinnati to the capital. 

In the absence of a successor, and because most of WLWO’s mail from 
Central and South America is in Spanish, James D. Shouse, general man- 
ager of Crosley stations, let the Portuguese announcements fade. 











Dinah Shore has made arrangements whereby her bookings in various 
fields will be split between the NBC Artists Bureau and General Amuse- 
ment Co. Instead of splitting 10% commission between two offices on all 
her work, she’ll be handled in radio and pictures by NBC, and theatres 
and night clubs by GAC. During arbitration of her disagreement with 
Eddie Cantor recently, the American Federation of Radio Artists ruled 
that singer couldn’t pay more than a total of 10% commission no matter 
how many offices were booking her. She had been paying both NBC and 
GAC 10% each. 

Recording work doesn’t come under jurisdiction of either. She had 
been working for Victor before either agency came into her activities. 





‘Give Me Your Answer,’ a song which A. J. McCosker, president of WOR, 
New York, wrote in 1925, got a revival from Irv Carroll’s band over 
WMCA, N. Y., recently. What led to the revival was a meeting sev- 
eral weeks ago between McCosker and Jack Mills in a restaurant. Me- 
Cosker reminded Mills that he (Mills) was his (McCosker’s) publisher. 
Mills thought it was all part of a rib until McCosker mentioned the title of 
a song which McCosker said Mills had taken from him 16 years ago under 
the name of Hollywood McCosker. Still puzzled, Mills later had his files 
and stock checked and out of it was dug a few copies of ‘Answer.’ Sub- 
sequently, Carroll happened to call on Mills, was shown the .number and 
expressed an interest in making an arrangement of it. 





McClelland Barclay is currently painting portraits of the characters in 
‘Against the Storm,’ Procter & Gamble serial. However, they’re ‘mental 
pictures,’ as the artist is not using any models, but is merely painting from 
his conception of the characters after listening to the program. He is not 
being paid, 

John Gibbs, producer of the show and husband of its author, Sandra 
Michael, and Hal James, of the Compton agency, had the idea of the por- 
traits after hearing from a friend of Barclay’s that the artist was a regular 
listener to ‘Storm.’ They intend sending reproductions of the pictures to 
newspaper and magazine editors for possible publicity breaks. 





‘Paul Revere,’ the carbon-copy ‘Lord Haw Haw,’ whose propagandistic 
chatter is nightly directed at U. S. listeners by the German shortwave 
radio, is being given a production. Spieler comes on and exits his 15- 
minute stint with the clatter of hoof beats and a fife whistling ‘Yankee 
Doodle.’ 

Identity of ‘Paul Revere’ isn’t known, but listeners are guessing he’s an 
English music student turned Nazi. He uses many musical terms not 
ordinarily employed by laymen and talks with a bit too much Oxford 
accent—which he evidently tries to cover up—to be American. 





As a result of a personal survey trip last week by Leon Goldstein, p.a. 
of WMCA, New York, the station is to begin a regular publicity and mat 
service to local daily and weekly newspapers in the middle Atlantic states, 
It will be the first time the station has made a sustained effort to cover the 
press outside the metropolitan New York area. 

Goldstein has so far visited radio editors on papers as far northeast as 
Providence. He'll next see those in New Jersey and may subsequently 
make trips to towns elsewhere within WMCA’s listening area. 





A suit by Marie Sullivan against McCann-Erickson, Inc., for $10,000 dam- 
ages was revealed recently in the N. Y. supreme court, when the 
defendant applied to transfer the suit to the federal court because of di- 
versity of citizenship. Suit charges breach of contract with reference to 
a radio serial prepared by Miss Sullivan. . | 

Plaintiff claims McCann-Erickson promised to submit the serial to Wil- 
liam Wrigley, Jr., Co. for sponsorship, and she prepared scripts and tran- 
scriptions. The defendant is accused of backing out of the deal. 





As part of its ballyhoo on the: advent of Arthur Godfrey in an early 
morning series WABC, N. Y., recently, distributed among advertisers and 
agencies a one-sheet card illustrated on either side in bright colors. On 
one side there was a stock one-sheet advance of the Ringling Bros. Bar- 
num & Bailey Circus with a pasteover reading, ‘The Greatest Show on 
Earth’ came to town April 7... and now turn the page, while the other 
side dealt with Godfrey himself, relating that he, ‘the greatest show in 
early-morning radio came to town April 28.’ 





M. H. Aylesworth, recently appointed head of the radio section of the 
Rockefeller Committee on Latin-American Cultural Relations, is not going 
to South America. He’s in on a 90-day draft basis and he figures that 
what the situation most requires is thorough study from data already at 
hand and that after this material has been digested a broad plan of action 
can be put into effect. 





David Gibson Taft, who until recently was assistant director of sales 
promotion for WKRC, Cincy, will be inducted as a trainee June 3. He 
was married five months ago to Sue Allen, local socialite. His father, 
Hulbert Taft, is publisher of the Times-Star, which owns WKRC, man- 
aged by another family member. ‘ 





W. R. Helie, sales manager of WCOA, Pensacola, is absent on leave to 
serve in the annual session of the Florida State legislature, of which he 








is a member. Due back late next month. | 
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ASCAP 


Is back on 


WOR 


...and WOR 
brings you 

the first — 
commercial 
ASCAP buy... 


“MUSICAL 
MAC” 


a 15-minute 
all-ASCAP musical hit 
8:45 to 9:00 A.M. | 
price—$480 per week 
for 6-day a week 
participation 








Call, wire or write—SALES OFFICE, WOR, 
1440 Broadway, N.Y.C. Phone PE 6-8600 
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RADIO MARKETS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 21, 1941 





1,040 Time Signals at KLZ, Denver, 
Optioned to Brown & Williamson 








Denver, May 20. 
Industrial Federal Savings & Loan 
bought six 10-minute and one half- 
hour a week over KMYR. The ste- 
tion is located in the same building. 
Other sales by Denver stations in- 
clude time signals, chain breaks and 

announcements into the hundreds. 
KMYR: Barr Lumber Co., through 
MacGruder agency, one 15-minute 
period a week, one year; Bluhill 
Foods, through R. L. Reaves agency, 
500 announcements; Denver Jewelry 


Co., through Mex Goldberg agency, 
six half-hours a week, one year; 
Empire Building & Loan, through 
MacGruder agency, 500 spots; Gold 
Coin Creamery, through Otto Shaw 
agency, 500 announcements; Gross 
Finance Co., through Max Goldberg 
agency, five time signals daily, one 
year; Ideal Laundry, through Rob- 
ertson egency, 500 spots; Industrial 
Federal Savings & Loan, through 
McCann-Erickson, six 
and one half-hour a week, one year; 
Duffy Bros., through Galen Broyles | 
agency, five announcements daily, 
one year; Hallack & Howard Lum- 
ber Co., through Woolley & Hunter, 
one five-minute newscast daily, six | 
months; Lekeside Amusement Park, 
104 announcements. 


KLZ: Corn Products Refining Co., 
through C. L. Miller agency, 520 
time signals; Brown & Williamson 
Tobacco Corp., through Russel M. 
Seeds agency, 1,040 time signals and 
208 night chain breaks; Dave Cook 
Sporting Goods Co., through Max 
Goldberg agency, 10 daytime an- 
nouncements weekly on a till forbid 
basis; Denver Ford Dealers Associe- 
tion, through McCann-Erickson, six 
spots; Program Publishing Co., 52 
announcements; Neusteter Co., 13 an- 
nouncements; America First Com- 
mittee, two spots; Wm. Wrigley, Jr., 
Co., through Vanderbie & Rubins, 53 
announcements; Rit Products, 
through Earl Ludgin agency, 52 an- 
nouncements; Packard Motors, 
through Young & Rubicam, 14 an- 
nouncements; Salvation Army, 26 
announcements. 

KOA: Bay Petroleum Co., through 
Raymond Keane agency, 13 quarter- 
hours; McCarty-Sherman Distribu- 
ting Co., 12 announcments; Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet Co., through Ward 
Wheelock, 40 station breaks; Hamil- 
ton Furs, through Robertson agency, 


104 station breaks; Oyster Shell 
Products Co., through Cecil & 
Preshy, 24 announcements; Kerr 


Gless Mfg. Co., through Raymond 
R. Morgan agency, 40 announce- 
ments. 


KFEL: L. B. Patterson, through | tury Sporting Club, Mutual Broad- 


Paul Grant agency, six five-minutes; 
Red Dot Oil Co., announcements, till 
forbid; Brookridge Farm Dairy, 
through Gaylen E. Broyles agency, 
52 announcements; Cardwell Blue 
Print & Supply Co., five announce- 
ments; announcement service to 
Shobert Grocery & Market, Naverre 
Cafe, Black Pheasant Cafe, DeRose 
Grocery, Hersch-Ernst, Mawson- 
Bradfield Lumber Co., Floyd Hill 
Greenhouses, Ringby Truck Line, 
McIntyre Furniture, Paul Neuhauser 
Realty, Olin Hotel, Olson’s Food 
Stores, Harry E. Short Tile Co., 
Bobby Jane Doll Hospital, Diamond 
Truck agency, Dick’s Radio Service, 
Hilty School of Orgen and Chew 
Holt Motor Co. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 

May 17. May 10. Change. 

Network 8,140 8,150 —O.1 
Local ..... 8,648 8,684 —O4 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,967 1,598 -+23.1 
Bees i040 18,755 18,432 + 18 

(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, 
KVOD) 





WBT Operating Record 


Charlotte, N. C., May 20. 
WBT made the best record of 
technical operations of all CBS man- 
aged and operated stations during 
the year 1940, E. K. Cohan, CBS. di- 
rector of engineering, has informed 
the station. WBT ranked second in 





1937, first in 1938 and second in| mental 


1939. 


The record is calculated from total 
hours of operation and interruptions 
due to technical difficulty. ¢In 1940, 
WBT was on the air more than 7,200 


program hours, and the total time ing May (1, 15). 


| 


10-minutes, | 


| SATEVEPOST ON WIBG, 


LIBERTY ADS TO WCAU 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
Comes the warm weather and the 
popularity of the drive-in ham- 
burger spots zooms with the younger 
set. So a wise sponsor selling 
‘cheeseburger rolls’ buys time on a 
jive recording show to reach the 

crew haircut and sweater crowd. 


The smart bankroller is the 
Frantz Baking Co., which this week 
completed a deal for six 15-minute 
pop disc shows weekly on WCAU. 
The contract was inked for 13 weeks. 


Two publishing houses are taking 
to the air to plug their publications, 
Macfadden purchasing 117 spots to 
advertise Liberty magazine on 
WCAU, through Erwin, Wasey, and 
Curtis Publishing Co. buying 91 spots 
for the Saturday Evening Post on 
WIBG. 


The 








Philadelphia Arena and 


-WPEN last week renewed their third 


annual agreement giving the Bulova- 
owned outlet exclusive rights to 
broadcast all sporting events from 
the indoor stadium. 


WCAU: Packard Motor Co., 182 
spot announcements, through Young 
& Rubicam; Chr. Hansen Labora- 
tories (Junket), 30 participations on 
Laura May Stuart program, through 
Mitchell-Faust. 


KYW: M. & M. Ltd. ‘(candy bars), 
52 spots, through Lord & Thomas; 
Lever Brothers (Silver Dust), 15- 
minute program weekly, through 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, two 
spots weekly, through Donavan 
Armstrong; Yellow Cab Company, 
renewal of 10-minute weekly chat- 
ter show, through Brown & Aaron; 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., three 
15-minute weekly musical 
through Wm. Esty (renewal). 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

May 17. May 10. Change. 
Network 9,285 9,467 —1.9 
Local ..... - 13,257 13,384 —0.9 
Nat’] Spot.. 3,989 3,905 +2.2 
Me: ohak us 26,531 26,756 —0.8 


(Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, 
WFIL, WIBG, WPEN) 


Mike Jacobs Answers 











Mike Jacobs was examined be- 
|fore trial Monday (19) in the N.Y. 
| supreme court in connection with a 
| suit by NBC against the 20th Cen- 


casting System, Inc., and the Gil- 
lette Safety Razor Blade Co. The 
examination was ordered by Justice 
|John F, Carew Thursday (15). 

NBC is claiming the rights 


Square Garden, operated by 
Century. Mutual is now carrying 
the fights with Gillette as the spon- 
sor. 





WBYN SETUP 








shows, | 


DES MOINES SLUMBERS 


Brackets Remain Sluggish — Total 
Off 0.6% 








Des Moines, May 20. 
Des Moines continued in the dol- 
drums the past week. Though na- 
tional spot units still show a plus 
sign, that category has also slipped 
below the previous week's level. 


Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 

May 17. May 10. Change. 

Network .. 7,707 1,726 —0.2 
|\Local ..... . 3,341 3,446 —3 

| Nat’l Spot.. 3,219 3,174 +14 

| Total ...... 14,267 14,346 —0.6 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Tire Dealers’ Sales 
Boost Local Count 
In Salt Lake City 


| Salt Lake City, May 20, 
Any local upswing is attributable 
iin part to the tire boys, most of 
| whom are staging tire sales in prepa- 
| ration for holiday season. Refrigera- 
j tion companies are also time-buying 














|this week. National and network 
both holding strong. 
News broadcasts to pedestrians 


have taken the town in this week’s 
promotion deals, with both KSL and 
KDYL cashing in on the public’s 
thirst for news. 


with the Paris 
contract for daily 15-minute news- 
casts at 7 am. In addition to regu- 
lar broadcast, Russ Stewart, station’s 
chief announcer, gave miniature 
broadcasts from teletype releases in 
store’s window, five times daily dur- 
ing rush hours. Typical radio sta- 
tion news room was set up in the 
Paris Company window, with loud 
speakers connected to street. Audi- 
,ences swarmed to see Stewart per- 
form. 

KDYL tie-up is through Inter- 
mountain Theatres, Inc., who are 
now readying a new radio series, 
probably an audience participation 
show sponsored by Canada Dry. All 
KDYL regularly scheduled news- 
casts,. both local and network, are 
flashed to loud speakers in front of 
the theatres (Studio and Victory). 
Also, during commercial network 
schedules, KDYL sends news down 
which is aired only through the 
speakers in front of. theatres, mak- 
ing almost continuous newscasts 
throughgzt the day. 

KSL: Packard Motors, through 
Young & Rubicam, six one-minute 
announcements; Shaler Co., through 
Kirkgasser & Drew, series of 100- 
word spots; Corn Products Refining, 
through C. L. Miller, series of one- 
minute transcribed announcements, 
plus series of five-minute daytime 
newscasts; W. P. Fuller Co., 13 50- 
| word announcements; Hadley Trans- 
fer Company, 15 50-word announce- 
ments; Saltair Beach Co., series of 
50-word announcements. 
| KUTA: Utah Builders Supply, 52 
| announcements through R. T. Harris 











to | Advertising Agency; Skibs Hat Shop, | 
broadcast the fights from Madison | 26 announcements, direct; Goodrich 
20th | Silvertown 


| Stores, 52 announce- 
| ments, direct; General Tires, 52 an- 


Advertising Agency; Success 
Company, 52 spots for Goodyear, di- 
rect. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 








Manhattan and Brooklyn Studios % of 
For Four Merged Links May 17. May 10. Change. 

Fn tes Network 7,240 7,251 —0.2 

| Station WBYN, Brooklyn, formed | Local srsee 2,554 2,726 —6.3 
|recently by the merger of WARD, Nat'l Spot.. 1,444 1,321 +9.3 
| WBBC, WVFW and WLTH. will Tetal .....'3 11,238 11,298 —0.5 


| open new Studios in a few days in 
‘ both Manhattan and Brooklyn. Those 
|in Manhattan will be at 132 West 43d 
St., former site~of WOV. Brooklyn 
studios, now temporarily located at 
427 Fulton St., will move to 1 Nevins 
St. early next week. 

Griffith B. Thompson is executive 
vice-president of the new station. 
Sidney Walton will be program di- 
rector, and Berne W. Wilkins sales 
manager, both headquartering in the 
Manhattan studios. Sholom Secunda 


Testan, former owner of WBBC, be- 
comes chief engineer. 

Plans call for the foreign lan- 
guage programs to originate’ in 
Brooklyn and the English-language 
| Shows from Manhattan. Station will 
have AP news service, to be supple- 
with news commenting. 
There will elso be coverage of local 
Brooklyn happenings. 








Standard Oil Symphony, orig- 
| inated twice in Portland, Ore., dur- 
Paul Le May, con- 





will be musical director and Peter | 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


| Dick Marvin in N. Y. 


| 
| 








Hollywood, May 20. 
Richard Marvin, radio head of 
William Esty agency, flew back to 


New York for discussions on resump- 
tion of ‘Hollywood Premiere’ for 
|Lifebuoy. Program runs out its 


| quarterly string late next month. 

While here Marvin set summer 
|Status of the two Camel shows. 
| ‘Blondie’ stays on through the dog 
| days and Al Pearce checks off June 
6 and returns Oct. 3. Ilka Chase subs 
|from New York in the interim. 





Gallaher Optioned-Double 
Minneapolis, May 20. 
| Eddie Gallaher, WCCO’s sports 
| announcer, engagement to Mary 
| Remole, local model, was announced 
| this week at a cocktail party at the 
| home of Miss Remole’s parents, , 
In addition to the matrimonial op- 


lost was one hour, 22 minutes and | ductor of Duluth Symphony Orches- | tion, Gallaher expects to be drafted. 


nine seconds. 


tra conducted both broadcasts. 


Wedding plans therefore indefinite, 


New York City.—Thomas De Huff, 
formerly with the advertising and 
promotion department of NBC in 
New York, has been assigned to 
special duty in the public relations 
office at Fort Monmouth, N. J., Army 
Signal Corps headquarters. A na- 
tive of Connellsville, Pa. he was 
drafted April 16. 

De Huff will work on the camp’s 
radio program, heard on WCAP, As- 
bury Park, N. J., every Thursday. 
He was circulation mgnager of the 
Transmitter, NBC house organ, and 
had previously done some announc- 
ing and transcription work. 





Chicago—Army beckonings con- 
tinue to toss radio personnel around, 
especially the engineering staff. Paul 
Clark leaves the NBC to join the 
U. S. Naval Reserve, and his post as 
junior control supervisor will be 
taken over by W. K. Cole. 

Glenn Webster, studio engineer, 
replaces Cole as control relief en- 
gineer. 
gineer, joins the studio and field 
staff; and NBC adds R. H. Schoes- 
sow as maintenance engineer and 
W. J. Pickering is added as vacation 
relief engineer at the WMAQ trans- 
mitter. 





KSL promotion is in conjunction | 
Department store | 





Pensacola, Fla.—Lt. James Lerkin, 
who before joining the 265th Coast 
Artillery was a member of the com- 
meércial saff of WCOA, Pensocola, 
has been stationed at Ft. Crockett, 
Galveston, Texas, after completing a 
training course et Ft. Monroe, Va. 

Several members of the WCOA 
staff are up for draft call in near 
future. They include Ray Rogers, 
music director; Virgil Evans, program 
director; Russ Hirsch, announcer, 
and Bert Meade, Harold Heath and 
Einer Larsen, engineers. Mrs. Larry 
Clemente, since her recent mar- 
riage, remains as continuity head of 
WCOA. N. O. Valley has joined 
sales staff of WCOA. 





Portland, Ore.—Alvin Barnard and 
Arthur Brudwig, technicians of 
KGW-KEX, local NBC: stations, 
heve resigned to enter the service. 





|}nouncements through Featherstone | 
Tire | 


Barnard is a radio instructor in the 
air service and Brudwig is radio in- 
spector in the navy. 

Anthony Browne has been named 
continuity head of KGW-KEX, local 
NBC outlets. Before joining the 
station eight months ago as con- 
tinuity writer, he worked on various 
newspapers. 





Pittsburgh—Herb Morrison has 
joined publicity steff of WCAE. He’s 
been with station for several years, 
'but as an announcer. 


New York City—Helen Dunlop has 


| joined the press department of WOR, 
| New York, as secretarial assistant. 
| Formerly with RKO and previous to 
that production assistant to Lillian 
| Okun, free-lance radio producer. 
| Richard Norman, formerly with 
VOV, New York, has joined the an- 
|nouncing staff of W7INY, the FM 
| outlet of WOR. 


New York City—Committee from 
Florists Assn., arranging National 
| Rose week, May 19-24, after huddling 

this week with Martin Block re- 

garding publicity on his program on 
| WNEW, decided his secretary, Leila 
| Palm, was pretty enough to pose for 
window cards and other publicity 
| in connection with the week. One 
of her first duties will be to sell the 
| first rose to Mayor F. H. LaGuardia. 











Charlotte, N. C.—Olin Tice has 
joined the staff of WBT as 
| nouncer. He replaces Don Kerr, who 
has gone to the Pacific Coast. Tice 
started announcing when he was in 
high school and later became staff 
announcer at WIS, Columbia.:S .c. 
Later he was program director of 
| WCOS, Columbia, and WDNC, Dur.- 
ham. 








| Ft. Wayne—New addition to the 
staff of WOWO-WGL is Hugh Hinds, 
| vocalist. 


} 
| 


Eleanor Geiser has been 
named assistant in the continuity de- 
| partment. She is a champion figure 
| and waltz skater in this city. 

Philadelphia — William Griskey 
and John Fell have joined the KYW 
announcing _ staff. Griskey last 
worked at WBEN, Buffalo, and Fell 
at, WCOL, Columbus, Ohio. 





Kansas City—Ruth Kendall, KCKN 
editor, left May 1 after six years of 
service on the Kansan, Capper daily, 
and KCKN. She will probably take 
up agency work. Post of continuity 
editor has been taken over by Phil 





an- | 


A. H. Otto, maintenance en- ‘ 











—— 


Payroll Traffic 


Mannum, who came to KCKN from 
WMBH, Joplin, in November. 

Bob Burke left sales department 
to take a post as salesmanager of 
WSLD, Ogdensburg, New York. Jon 
Wheeler takes place in the con- 
tinuity department vacated by Lil. 
lian Faust when she went to a Texas 
station. Wheeler was formerly of 
Tulsa, but came to KCKN through 
WMBH. Nola Kendall leaves the 
accounting department to take a 
position outside the industry. 

‘ 

Denver—Walter M. Harrison, Jr., 
on KLZ news staff until drafted re- 
cently, has been returned to Denver 
and stationed at Lowry flying field, 
in charge of radio department of 
public relations. 








Kansas City— Barney Corson is 
new annofincer at KMBC, where 
he’ll be known as Brad Barton. He 
comes from WNAX, Yankton. 





Salt Lake City—Edward J. Broman 
sales manager for KSL, has recently 
been elected president of the Salt 
Lake City Advertising Club, with 
Les Bennett, vice-president. 

Earl J. Glade, executive vice- 
president of KSL, was chairman of 
‘I’m an American’ Day, Sunday, May 
18. Appointment made by Mayor Ab 
Jenkins. 

San Francisco—Al Nelson, KGQ- 
KPO chieftain, elected to board of 
directors of Frisco’s Festival Asso- 
ciation. 





San Francisco — William Winter, 
former prosecuting attorney turned 
ether commentator, has been 
brought from WSBT, Charlotte, by 
Lincoln Dellar as new news-editor 
for KSFO. Winter will be groomed 
for network sponsorship. 





St. Louis—Earl Melby, formerly 
program director at WLOF, Orlanda, 
Fla., has joined the gabbing staff at 
KWK. 





Weslaco, Texas — Evelyn Bledsoe 
replaces receptionist Ardis Young of 
KRGV, who retires for the purpose 
of adding a new listener to the sta- 
tion’s primary area, 





Weslaco, Texas—Three employees 
of station KRGV have joined the 
volunteer Texas Home Defense 
Guards, a non-paying organization 
which will become an important cog 
in the defense on the Tex-Mex 
border. Earl Gibby, of the book- 
keeping department; Pennell Price, 
of the production department, and 
Victor Morava, merchandising man- 
ager, are the volunteers. 





Cincinnati — Winfield R. Levi 
moves up as assistant to Richard 
Ruppert, director of sales promotion 
WSAI, Cincinnati. Replaces Mack 
Booze, resigned. 

Winfield Hunter, chief of WLW’s 
traffic department, reports May -2l 
at Camp Davis, Hollyridge, N. C., as 
a first lieutenant. A week later 
Eldon Park, the station’s assistant 
sales manager, reports at the same 
camp also as a first lieutenant. 





San Francisco.—Jack Patton, for- 
merly of Seattle, is now program di- 
rector of KSAN. Jerry Akers has 
been named to the sales staff. He 
was formerly manager of KYUM, 
Yuma, Ariz. 





Buffalo.— Art Ingram _ switched 
from WBNY to WGR-WKBW spiel- 
ing staff to succeed John Gill, now 
in the army. Roger Goodrich from 
WOLF, Syracuse, is new voice. at 
WEBR. 

Herman Lovett off WBEN 
staff after 10 years. 


sales 





San Antonio.—Ward Lang replaces 
Bill Shomette as the Old Trader on 
the Kallison Trading Post broad- 
casts aired over station KTSA each 
morning. Shomette goes to WOAI. 

Latest additions to the staff of 
KABC include E. C. Kinslo in the 
continuity department and Johnny 
Hicks in announcing. 





Martin Agronsky, NBC _ corre- 
spondent in Ankara, Turkey, was off 
the air again one night last week, 
due to announced fact he had re- 
ceived the second anti-typhoid in- 
noculation. 





‘Drifting Cowboys,’ five-piece band 
from Montgomery, Ala., have re- 
placed Tex Dunn and his Virginia 
Hillbillies on the artist staff of 
WCOA, Pensacola, Fla. Dunn group 
is moving to a western station. 
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US. Rubber’s WWRL Series To 
~ Originate at National Shrines 








Broadcasts made from various his- 
toric points of the United States and 
featuring Hal Ayres as narrator, 
with Jan Rubini and his violin, Sal- 
vatore Santaella, Mavis Lee, Steve 
Merrill and other artists of the film 
world, will be heard on the new 
transcribed series, Transcontinental 
Tour, being launched by the United 
States Rubber Co. over WWRL on 
Sundays, 8:45-9 p. m. 

Each week, for a period of 26 
weeks, the program will take the lis- 
tener on a tour of the historic shrines 
of the nation and relate the historic 
romance behind each community, 

Sponsor is awarding $25,000 in va- 
cation trips for the Best letter telling 
of interesting trips listeners have 
taken. : 

Material for the program is pre- 
pared by Ruth Ayres. 

WINS: The publication PM, 
through Harry A. Berk, one-week 
contract for 12 announcements; Par- 
fum L’Orle, Inc., through Jasper, 
Lynch & Fishel; 13-week contract, 
‘From Me to You Program,’ five five- 
minute spots per week; Strickler’s, 
Inc. (women’s wearing apparel), 
through Golde Advertising Co.; 13- 
week contract for 156 announce- 
ments; United Shoe Exchange, direct, 
13-week contract, 21 announcements 
per week; Webster-Eisenlohr, Inc. 
(cigars), through Roberts & Rei- 
mers, Inc., eight-week contract, six 
one-minute announcements per 
week; America on Wheels, through 
Klinger Advertising, 52-week con- 
tract, ree quarter-hour program 
per week. , 

WMCA: Ex-Lax, through Joseph 
Katz, 52-Week contract for an- 
nouncements; Drake Bakeries, 
through Young & Rubicam, four- 
week contract for announcements; 
Procter & Gamble (Oxydol), through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 24 an- 
nouncements weekly, 26 weeks; Ro- 
seth Co. (Mothex and Odora), 
through H. A. Salzman, contract in- 
creasing present announcement cCov- 
erage; the publication, PM, through 
Harry A. Berk, increasing announce- 
ment coverage, with participation in 
‘Ida Bailey Allen’s Homemaker’s 
Program’ for one week. 


WNEW: I. Lewis Cigar Mfg. Co., 
through Lewis & Tokar, ‘John B. 
Kennedy,’ 52-week contract, one 
quarter-hour per week; Paramount 
Pictures, through Consolidated Ad- 
vertising Agency, 15 announcements 
per week; California Packing (Del 
Monte Pineapple), renewal, ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom,’ 13-week contract, 
three quarter-hours per week. 


IRENE RICH PLATTERS 
ON WOAI FOR WELCH 


San Antonio, May 20. 

Units this week again hold their 
own in all departments. Due to a 
new state law, there will be e run- 
off here of the city officials, giving 
the stations two more weeks of poli- 
tics. State race is just getting on 
for a State Senator with more to 
come in the next two weeks. 

WOAI: Welch Grape Juice, quar- 
ter-hour transcribed program of 
Irene Rich, through H. W. Kastor & 
Son; Lyndon Johnson, one full-hour 








and 20 quarter-hour progrems for | 


his candidacy for Senator; Gerald 
C. Mann, 21 quarter-hours; Greater 
San Antonio Ticket, four quarter- 
hour periods; E. B. Germany, 21 
quarter-hours through the Texas 
Quality Network; Hal Collins, five 
quarter-hour programs; Mertin Dies, 
two quarter-hour programs. 

KABC: Schodt Motors, 


10 an- 


nouncements per day, direct; Shep- | 


pard Laundries, through  Pitluk 
Agency, three five-minute programs 
per week; Anti-Maverick Ticket, two 
quarter-hours daily; Meverick Ticket, 
One quarter-hour program per day 
until May 26; Martin Dies, 30-min- 
ute. broadcast through the Texas 
State Network; Interstate Theatres, 
10 announcements for “The Women,’ 
and three quarter-hour programs for 
‘The Great Americen Broadcast’; on 
the baseball side, San Antonio 
Seven-Up Co., four games, and 
Wheaties four games. 





| Comparative Unit Count | | 





% of 

May 17. May 10. Change. | 
Network 5,423 6,144 —11.7 
Local ...... 10,373 10,659 —2.7 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,285 2,161 45.7 
ee 18,081 18,964 —4.7 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, 
KTSA, WOAI) 


vv 


NETWORK GAINS IN K. C. 


Figure Up 8%—Union Pacific R. R. 
on WHB 








Kansas City, May 20. 

Although the total figures for 
week just ending show little varia- 
tion, there was some switching of 
departments. Upping in the network 
column was due to KMBC and WHB, 
which came up with additional 
points here after the revision neces- 
sitated by daylight savings. Other 
principal fluctuation was in national 
spot department with KCKN and 
KCMO both showing drops, and 
others more or less holding their 
own. In all, time sales seemed to 
be holding up well despite advance 
of summer. 

KCKN: Glanville Furniture Co., 
‘Gay Nineties’ 15-minute program 
daily except Sunday for two weeks, 
placed locally. 

WHB: Montgomery Ward & Co., 
7 am. and 7 p.m. newscasts, daily 
for 13 weeks; Union Pacific, sched- 
ule of 26 announcements, through 
the Caples Co. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 
May 17. May 10. Change. 
Network 7,210 6,665 +8.2 
OS Pee 5,894 6,275 —6.1 
Nat’l Spot.. 7,080 7,416 —4..5 
ee 20,184 20,356 0.9 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


Bond Stores’ News 
On KHJ; Olympia 
Beer Ads to KFI 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Coast is juSt coasting through the 
seasonal slough period, as attested 
by the past week’s total, slightly 
over 100 units on the rise over the 
previous week. Locals slumped, but 
the others picked up enough to off- 
set the dip. 

KFI: Sontag drug chain, 26-week 
renewal of Ted Cook’s quarter-hour 
commentary, through Robert Smith; 
Foreman & Clark, 313 quarter-hour 
newscasts, through Milton Weinberg; 
Hendricks fur salon, 54 participa- 
tions in Bridge Club, through Wylla 
Buck; Olympia beer, 26 one-minute 
transcriptions, through 
Constantine & Gardner. 

KECA: Black & White soap, 156 
quarter-hour newscasts, through 
Robert Smith; Fifth Street store, six 
spots weekly, indef., through 
Mayers Co. 











KHJ: Bond Stores, 134 quarter- 


Botsford, | 


Treading Toes 





San Francisco, May 20. 

Recent radio debut of O’Con- 
nor-Moffett department store on 
KFRC, underwriting a daily 
newscast, was a bitter hlow for 
KJBS, according to those on the 
inside. Seems that the indie out- 
let spent six months softening 
up this radio-shy account and 
was just about to sign them up 
when KFRC stepped in with its 
news show and walked off with 
the biz. . 

Seems the same thing hap- 
pened some time back with the 
Borden Dairy account. Oddly 
enough, the retailer picked up 
the same newscast, grabbing it 
when Borden curtailed air time 
to concentrate on Elsie the Cow. 


PACKARD CAR 
DISCS ON TWO 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, May 20. 

The city fathers went on the air 
last week with the Clerk of the 
Court of Common Pleas buying spots 
and participations on WCAO to urge 
tradesmen not to neglect taking out 
licenses for the current fiscal year. 
Dairies changing style of milk bot- 
tles also bought all around, putting 
in a plug for chocolate milk and 
other specialties. 

WBAL: Green Spring Dairy, 
through H. B. Green Co., 12 spots; 
Consolidated Gas & Electric Co., 57 
spots; Chr. Hansen’s Laboratory, Inc. 
(Junket Freezing Mix), through Mit- 
chell-Faust, 26 one-minute transcrip- 
tions; Peter Paul, Inc. (Walnettos), 
through Platt-Forbes, 65 one-minute 
transcriptions; Gardner Nurseries, 
through Northwest Radio, six five- 
minute airings a week. 


WFBR: American Chicle, through 
Badger & Browning, 15 five-minute 
programs; Packard Motor Co., via 
Young & Rubicam, 12 spots; Consoli- 
dated Gas & Electric Co., 24 spots; 
Green Spring Dairy, through H. B. 
Green Co., 12 spots. 

WCAO: Stanback Co., renewed for 
364 spots via J. Carson Brantley; 
Court of Common Pleas, through 
Yale Merrill, daily spots and par- 
ticipations for two weeks; Hecht 
Bros. Dept. Store, five spots a week; 
Cloverland Farms Dairy, via Penni- 
man Co., 13 Sunday spots; Packard 
Motors, through Young & Rubicam, 
17 one-minute transcriptions; Green 
Spring Dairy, through H. B. Green 
Co., two spots daily. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 




















hour newscasts, through Neff-Rogow; 
| J. C. Eno, 140 fine-minute periods, 
| through Atherton & Currier; Gil- 
|more Oil, 
|through Botsford, Constantine & 
| Gardner; Signal Oil, five quarter- 
|hour periods, through Barton A. 
Stebbins. 

KNX: Mayflower nurseries, 78 par- 
ticipations in newscast, through 
Torrey & Torrey; Washington State 
Apple Commission, 14 time signals, 
through J. Walter Thompson. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
May 17. May 10. Change. 
Network .. 12,612 12,491 +1. 
a” hea 8,741 8,814 —0.8 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,482 1,414 +4.8 
Total ...... 22,835 22,719 +-0.5 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, 
KHJ, KNX) 





No, No Natchez | 


Washington, May 20. 

Plea of Natchez Radio Corp.., 
Natchez, Miss., for reconsideration 
and designation for hearing of the 
application of Natchez Broadcasting 
Co. for a construction permit, re- 
ceived a final ‘no’ last week from the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. 

Commish also refused to recon- 
sider and grant without hearing an 
application by Natchez Radio Corp. 





True Story Gloms Field 


True Story Magazine is looking the 
spot field over for chainbreak and 
one-minute announcement availabil- 
ities. 


| 


30 five-minute periods, | 


% of 
May 17. May 10. Change. 
Network 8,490 8,510 —0.2 
Seer 4,659 4,747 —1.9 
|Nat’l Spot.. 2,181 2249 —8 
ik Saree 15,330 15,506 —1l1.1 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





‘TRADED FOR MUTUAL, 


LOCAL SPONSOR SUES 





Philadelphia, May 20. 
A suit, growing out of the recent 
switch of the Mutual Broadcasting 
System from WFIL to WIP, wes 
| filed last week in common pleas 
court here. The case is being pressed 
by P. B. White & Co., tailors, who 





of damzges has yet been filed in the 


ers here, 15-second announcements 
three times weekly, through the 
Grant agency, 
| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
May 17. May 10. Change. 
| Network 9,505 9,635 —1,3 
FO eee 6,633 6,702 -—1.0 
Nat’l Spot.. 11,444 11,490 —0.4 
{ae 27,582 27,827 -—0.9 
| (Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, | 








allege that their contract with WIP 
was broken and they were pushed 
off their air to make room for a 
| Mutual program. 

No statement of claim or amount} 


Trial Flights for Air Advertisers 


Is Al Nelson’s 


San Francisco Idea 





GEN’L MILLS ON WXYZ 


Sponsors Station’s ‘Lone Ranger’— 
Peter Paul to WJR 








Detroit, May 20. 
National spot continues to be the 
bright spot here, with another good 
gain hung up this week. En- 
couraging here, too, is the fact that 
the seasonal toboggan seems to have 
been checked after last week’s heavy 

skid, although local biz still is off. 


Most of the week’s dip on the 
local end was recorded chiefly at 
one station with the other five in 
the main improving their positions, 
which makes the 2% fall more en- 
couraging than a superficial glance 
would indicate. 

National spot biz gained close to 
5%, which with last week’s gain has 
meant a mark-up of 8% in the past 
two weeks. 

WJR: Peter Paul, Inc. (Mounds), 
three 15-minute Bud Guest news- 


casts, 13 weeks, through Platt- 
Forbes. 

WXYZ: General Mills, ‘Lone 
Ranger,’ three half-hours weekly, 


also on 46 Mutual stations, long- 
term contract, through Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





 % of 

May 17. May 10. Change. 

Network .. 8,630 8,610 +0.2 
Local ...... 12,544 12,891 —2.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,859 4,640 +4.7 
| re 26,033 26,141 —0.4 


(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 
WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


Time Signal! Plugs 
For Diamond Crystal 





Salt via WBBM) 





Chicago, May 20. 

Action remains at low ebb 
throughout the new business de- 
partments of the local radio stations. 
There is a tiny trickle of contracts 
coming over the desks, but amount 
to nothing more than occasional 
deals for announcements. 

WBBM, the Columbia outlet here, 
drew down the bulk of the an- 
nouncement schedules that wafted 
into the offices last week. Got a 
schedule from Sprague, Warner & 
Co., for Richelieu Food Products, 
for a number of 90-second and 20- 
second announcements, three times 
weekly, through Newby, Peron & 
Flitcraft; General Foods Co., for 
Diamond Crystal Shaker Salt, four 
days of time signal plugs, through 
Benton & Bowles; M. J. Lanahan 
Co., for Dodge and Plymouth deal- 








WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





Telenews Theatre Buys 
Time on WGAR, Cleve 


Cleveland, May 20. 
Telenews Theatre, recently opened 


newsreel house has completed ar- 
rangements for purchase of WGAR 
time and becomes only local theatre 
buying anything other than spots. 


Contract calls for five minute news 


| broadcast Tuesday and Thursday on 


case. The attorneys for the sponsor 
point out that the WIP program was 
i their only advertising medium. They 
claim that the pulling power of the 
program, ‘For Men Only,’ had made 
newspaper advertising unnecessary, 
The broadcast, handled by WIP’s 
progrem' director Murray Arnold, | 


| 


6:25 p.m. spot. Sidney Andorn, sta- 
tion special events director and cur- 
rently mikeman for local about town 


and gossip commercial, will handle | 


broadcasts. 


Emphasis will be placed on ampli- | 


had been on the air for more than | fication of news rather than straight 
| reporting and pick up will be made 
| directly from theatre’s radio room. 


four years. 

Because of this, White’s lawyers 
said, it would take a long time for 
the program to be built up over an- 


| other station. 


‘People have associated the sponsor 
and the program with a certain time 
and a certain station and it will take 
a lot of building up before a new 
program will have the value of the 


the attorneys. 
WIP officials assert the contract 


was cancellable under* such a con-! week ticket, and Motor Tire Store. | Total 


| 





BUFF. PLATTER FEST 
Buffalo, May 20. 
First try here of lumping platters 


into nighttime disc show is getting | 


results for WBNY, which has found 
sponsors for two 15-minute chunks 


‘old,’ said Peul N. Goldstein, one of | of ‘Roger Brown’s Radio Ballroom,’ 


on nightly from 9 to 11 o'clock. 
Nat Weisberg, jeweler, took 13- 


| Arthur Kudner agency has the ac- | tingency as making room for a net-| electric appliances, comes in next 


| count. 


work commercial. 


week. 


vv 





San Francisco, May 20. 

In furtherance of new NBC policy 
to educate prospects to radio, Al Nele 
son is putting steam behind efforts 
to get air-shy accounts on the air 
even for single-shots of five-minute 
periods, figuring once they get their 
| feet wet it'll be easier to crack a 
contract. One-time participation in 
special shows are being pushed and 
the staff has waxed more than a 
dozen five-minute strips which are 
now being auditioned for prospects. 


Interesting sidelight on this drive 
for new blood is reaction to KFRC’s 
snagging of the White House, pre- 
viously unfouchable. NBC and CBS 
outlets were also in the race, but 
although losers, are pulling for 
KFRC to do a bang-up job for the 
firm, figuring the ‘told-you-so’ of a 
good job will help the whole town. 

KGO: American Trust Co. (home 
loans), through Leon Livingston, two 
quarter-hours, ‘We're Building a 
House’; Gladding McBean & Co., di- 
rect, two  quarter-hours, ‘We’re 
Building a House’; General Electric 
Supply Corp., through the Conner 
Co., two quarter-hours, ‘We're Build- 
ing a House’; W. & J. Sloane Co, 
(furniture), direct, two quarter- 
hours, ‘We’re Building a House’; M. 
L. Pressler (men’s clothing), through 
Kelso Norman, three five-minute 
shows weekly, 13 weeks, news; RCA 
Manufacturing Co. (radios), direct, 
five minutes weekly, 26 weeks, ‘Con- 
cert Miniature’; City of Paris (de- 
partment store), direct, three five- 
minute shows weekly, four weeks; 
Purity Stores, Ltd. (for soap), 
through Yeomans & Foote, 26 par- 
ticipations in Ann Holden’s Forum: 
| Washington Cooperative Egg and 
Poultry Assn., through Birchard Co., 
26 participations, Ann Holden’s Fo- 
rum; Margaret Burnham’s Cottage 
Candies, through Brisacher, Davis & 
Staff, 26 participations, Ann Holden’s 
Forum; West Coast Soap Co. (for 
(Powow), through Brisacher, Davis 
& Staff, 26 participations, Ann Hol- 
den’s Forum (renewal); I. Magnin 
Co., through Erwin, Wasey & Co., 50 
announcements, Wednesday evenings; 
Glen C. Stater Co. (autos), through 
Ad-Service Co., daily morning spots, 
four weeks; Sir Francis Drake Hotel, 
direct, spots and narticination, Ann 
Holden’s Forum, six weeks. 


KPO: Breuner’s Department Store, 
through Ryder & Ingram, 26 quar- 
ter-hours, ‘Old Cabinet Maker’; 
Challenge Cream and Butter Assn., 
through Brisacher, Davis & Staff, 13 
weekly quarter-hours, ‘The Ameri- 
can Challenge’ (renewal); Bosco 
Company (milk amplifier), through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, 39 tri-weekly 
‘Bosco Bandstand’ participations in 
Musical Clock; Orowheat Baking Co. 
(bread), through Brisacher, Davis & 
| Staff, 52 twice-weekly narrations, 
| ‘Grist from the Mill’; United Drug 





Co, (for Rekall 1-cent sale), through 
| Street & Finney, three quarter-hour 





transcriptions (variety ); Henry 
Leonard and Thomas (for pipes), 
through Platt-Forbes, 41 morning 


news programs; Ball Bros. (for glass 
jars), through Applegate Agency, 39 
tri-weekly participations, ‘Interna- 
tional Kitchen’; Lehn and Fink (for 
| Hinds), through Wm. Esty & Co., 76 
| daily announcements; Walter N. Boy- 
sen Co. (for paints), through Emil 
, Reinhardt, 52 Monday spots; Mother’s 
| Cakes and Cookies, through Emil 
Reinhardt, 52 Monday spots; I. Mag- 
| nin Co. (women’s clothing), through 
Erwin, Wasey & Co., 50 Sunday eve- 
ning spots; Perfection Stove Co., 
through McCann-Erickson, 26 morn- 


ing spots; White Laboratories (for 
Chooz), through H. W. Kastor, daily 
spots (except Fridays, Sundays) 
June 7; Moore’s, Ltd. (men’s cloth- 
ing), through Brisacher, Davis & 


Staff, 13 Sunday spots. 

KSAN: Escort Cola, direct, four 
| five-minute pregrams daily, seven 
| days a week, 26 weeks, news; Build 
It Yourself Boat Shop, direct, two 
spots daily, 10 weeks; Procter & 
Gamble, five quarter-hours weekly, 











|‘Gospel Singer’; Redlick Newman 
| Furniture Co. 10 spots daily, 26 
weeks. 
|| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
May 17. May 10, Change. 
_ Network 9,450 9,435 +-0.2 
Each aise 4,175 4,253 —1.8 
| Nat’l Spot . 1,304 1,388 —€6.1 
sea tag 14,929 15,076 —1.6 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 
KPO, KSFO) 
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Pan-Americanism No Help to Rimae, 
106, Ptshg.; Himber Fine 206, L.A. 
Tommy Tucker's 2d In N.Y. N.G. 186 








(Estimated) 


Milt Britton, Baltimore — (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 15-29-35-44-55-66). With 
vaude, and ‘She Knew Answers’ 
(Col) on screen. Very acceptable 
$12,000 coming up. 

Bob Crosby, Buffalo — (20th Cen- 
tury; 3,000; 30-55). With ‘Great No- 
body’ (WB) on screen. Pounding 
out neat $14,000 in a week otherwise 
dull in this burg. 

Eddy Duchin, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). With ‘Great Ameri- 
can Broadcast’ (20th). Good $33,000 
sighted, but the film gets most of the 
credit. 

Horace Heidt, Cleveland—(Palace; 
8,700; 30-35-42-55-66). With ‘Cowboy 
and the Blonde’ (20th). Very strong 
$18,500, with standees at most eve- 
ning performances. 

Richard Himber, Los Angeles — 

Paramount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). With 
‘} Wanted Wings’ (Par) on screen. 
Zippy $20,000, best gross in the city, 
and may stay three weeks. 

Guy Lombardo, Philadelphia — 

Earle; 2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). With 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) on screen. Weak 
$18,500 in store. 

Abe Lyman, Cincinnati— (Shubert; 
2,150; 33-44-60). With ‘They Dare 
Not Love’ (Col), plus stage show. 
Nifty $10,000 in store, after which 
this spot drops stage shows for the 
summer. Lyman is paying $5 to a 
customer singing a song at each per- 
formance, and will award the best 
warbler $50 on closing night. 

Alvino Rey, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Closed a 
second week last night (Tues.), 
‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) being the 
film. On holdover got $26,000, fair, 
following first stanza’s take of 
$35,000 for pretty good profit on en- 
gagement. Vaughn Moore and ‘T 


Wanted Wings’ (Par) open at house | 


this morning (Wed.). 

Ciro Rimac, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
8,600; 25-40-60). With Diosa Costello 
and Pan-American revue on stage, 
and ‘There’s Magic in Music’ (Par) 
on screen. Combo is failing to jell. 
Gross of $10,000 is pretty sorry. 

Pinky Tomlin, Indianapolis — (In- 
dianapolis; Lyric; 1,900; 30-40-50)— 
With ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep). Fair 
$9,500 in a very dull spot. 

Dick Stabile, New York (State; 
8,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With 
Ethel Shutta and Henry Armetta on 
stage, ‘They Dare Not Love’ (Col) 
on screen. Very slow going, but 
$16,500 indicated. 

Tommy Tucker, New York (Strand; 
2,767; 35-55-85-99). With ‘Wagons 
Roll at Night’ (WB) on screen, plus 
Victor McLaglen in person. In sec- 
ond and final week; only about 
$18,000 sighted, weak. 


Victor Decides 4 Sides 
Not Fair Test of New 
Bands’ Sales Potential 


Victor Records has discarded its 
= of signing a band new to its 
abels for ‘test sides.’ Heretofore, 
in taking on groups of doubtful pop- 
ularity, the company recorded four 
sides with each and awaited sales 
reaction before taking a band on for 
a definite term. It now believes that 
except in rare cases where a band 
clicks from the beginning, four sides 
are not enough of a barometer. 








Every outfit now taken on by Vic- | 


tor is given a term of at least one 
year to prove itself. It is given all 
the advantages of exploitation and 
tunes and if in that period it doesn’t 
reach something of a rating in sales 
it’s a fair bet to be dropped. Policy 
Was prompted a great deal by the 
fact that several names were re- 
cently about to be erased from the 
roster, but their reléases, subsequent 
to a decision to hold them a while 
longer, began to click strongly and 
the artists have since become regu- 
lar occupants of best selling lists. 





McFarlands-Zucker Part 


McFarland Twins orchestra has 
split with Stan Zucker, its personal 
manager. Twins 
that a 10-year mangerial agreement 
between them was to be terminated. 
It had about eight years to run. 


NARROW ROSE SUIT 


Petrillo Dropped As Co-defendant 
With Abe Lyman on Expo Matter 








James C, Petrillo and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians were 
dropped last week as defendants in 
the suit which Billy Rose’s Expo- 
sition Spectacles had brought in the 
N. Y. supreme court to recover $10,- 
000 from Abe Lyman. Jack Rosen- 
berg, head of the New York local 
(802) remains as a _ co-defendant 
with Lyman. 

Lyman got the $10,000 on an 
award from Rose last summer, fol- 
lowing a dispute between the two 
over the bandman’s employment at 
Rose’s Barbary Coast concession at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair. While the 
argument was on the union ordered 
that Rose post a bond for $10,000 or 
it would call the musicians out of 
his Aquacade. At a hearing of the 
case some time later the union 
turned the bond over to Lyman. 

Petrillo and the international 
were dropped from the proceedings 
on the ground that neither ever had 
possession of the money in dispute. 


Campus Best Sellers 


(U. OF PENNSYLVANTA) 





Philadelphia, May 20. 
Six best sellers on this campust 
1. ‘Daddy’ (Sammy Kaye). 
2.‘My Sister and I’ (Jimmy 
Dorsey). 
3. ‘Green Eyes’ (Jimmy Dorsey). 
4. ‘Let’s Get Away From It All’ 
(Tommy Dorsey). 
5. ‘Music Maker’ (Harry James). 
6. ‘Everything Happens to Me’ 
(Tommy Dorsey). 


‘Home Market Rises So 
Ratio of Coin Machines 
To Total Is Lowered 


Record distributors figure that coin 
machine consumption of records has 
dropped about 10% from the once 
roughly estimated 40% of the total 
sales. But the lowering of the slice 
which finds its way into machines 
is due to the tremendous increase in 
home consumption rather than any 
lowering of buying for commercial 
use. In fact the latter movement of 
discs has increased, too, although not 
as much as the home spinning end. 


Heavy jump of buying for home 
use is based on the vast number of 
combination radio and phonographs 
sold last year and _ particularly 
around the past Xmas. But, strange- 
ly, jukebox operators report com- 
paratively little slackening in nickel 














dropping. 





Coin-Catching Record Possibilities 


Raymond Scott ‘In Hush of Night’—‘South of North Carolina’ (Col. 36103) 

First is best ballad try Scott has made to date. Band plays well a tasty 
arrangement that packs machine punch. Backing for Clyde Burke’s neat 
vocal helps. Tempo is just right. Reverse weds Scott’s tricky instru- 
mental leanings to a pop and results are good. Burke's vocal, however, is 
less effective, bothered by upped tempo. Frankie Masters’ ‘Hush’ (Okeh 
6176), in dance tempo, leans bit toward listenable classical groove at kick- 
off, but falls off sharply following Marion Francis’ vocal. Reverse brings 
up ‘Apple Blossom Time,’ which is gaining machine attention. ‘Swing- 
| masters’ do nice job on vocal, but Andrews trio cutting remains more 
commercial, 











Vaughn Monroe ‘Yours’—‘Sweeter Than Sweetheart’ (Bluebird 11146) 

Monroe may have wanted to avoid confliction with Bob Eberly’s vocal 
of ‘Yours’ on Jimmy Dorsey’s record so he assigned vocal to Marilyn Duke 
instead of doing it himself. It’s okay as is, but it would have had much 
more machine power with a Monroe vocal. He handles reverse, a nice 
melody, in good voice. Band sounds good. 

Ella Fitzgerald ‘No Nothing’—Keep Cool Fool’ (Decca $754) 

More first side is played better plaintive lyric and fine melody get. It’s 
a tune that’s a natural for Miss Fitzgerald’s style and she does it with 
miles to spare. It grows to exceptionally strong reaction. ‘Cool,’ a jive 
bit, is almost as solid. Singer gets in another strong vocal at easy tempo. 
Band on both sides is good and arrangements are far off usual colored 
band track. 





Barry Wood-King Sisters ‘Pretty Maiden’—‘Biess ’Em All’ (Victor 27407) 
Two click sides. Wood and Kings combine on light burlesque of Gay 
90’s era. Tune gets laughable interpretation via Wood's corny vocal twist 
and Yvonne King’s foiling. Side sounds like singers enjoyed making it; 
it Bubbles. Machines will find it useful because it’s way off beaten track. 
Reverse is blanketed in comparison, but has what it takes in itself. 





Claude Thornhill ‘Sleepy Serenade’—Do I Worry’ (Okeh 6178) 
First, a fine melody, is neatly handled. Smartly written arrangement, 
featuring leader’s piano and good band, it ought to get machine play. 
Side could have been imbued with bit more insirumental life, however. 


another pop not yet started, is strongly interpreted on reverse, covering 
tune’s possibilities neatly. Dick Harding vocals. Orrin Tucker’s ‘Worry’ 
(Col. 36102) is poor by comparison. Arrangement is run-of-mill and 
Tucker-Bonnie Baker vocal is weakly handled. ‘I Went Out of My Way,’ 
a too average melody, with below-par Tucker vocal, is reverse. 





Larry Clinton ‘Essential to Me’—Estrelita’ (Bluebird 11140) 
Clinton keeps coming up with well-played, listenable stuff. Both sides 
| are enjoyable. ‘Essential,’ with cute and clever lyrics, is identical in 
| theme to ‘We Go Well Together.’ Peggy Mann and Butch Stone do good 
| rhythmic vocal and band plays it solidly. Accompanying standard is ar- 
| ranged somewhat along lines of recent* ‘Smiles.’ 
| done. 








Mills Bros. ‘Rig a Jig Jig’—Down, Down, Down’ (Decca 3763) 


From that viewpoint Woody Herman’s Decca side tops it in test. ‘Worry,’ | 


} 


Bands at N.Y. Hotel B.O. 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





: eeks a 

Band Hotel layed Week Oc) 
Clyde Lucas......-Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).....essee08 7 650 5,325 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)....e.e+e0+-. 5 41,950 8,295 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 5 1,300 7,325 
Gene Krupa...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 4 W025 4,400 
Harry James......Lincoln (250; 75c-$1).....seessssse00 3 525 2,175 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50).......+...+. 0 $400 400 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. +t Figure is for six days, two in Sert and four on Roof, includ- 
ing opening. t Four days. 


J. Dorsey $5,422, Hutton $4,185, In Good 
Weekends; Lewis $1,736, Gray So-So 


(Estimated) 
Al Donahue (Playmor B., Kansas City, May 15). Solid gross of $1,000 
was realized from Donahue’s stop here at 75c advance, $1 at gate. Good 
crowd of 1,200 for midweek hop. 


Tommy Dorsey-Woody Herman (U. of Penn. Ivy Ball, Benjamin Frank- 
lin hotel, Phila, May 16). Dorsey and Herman lured capacity 2,000 at 
$2.50 a head for $5,000 gross. Hop is top social event, limited to 1,000 
couples. Following night (17) Herman drew $1,695 into Valencia B., York, 
Pa., at $1.10 per. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa. May 17). Despite rainy 
weather Dorsey came within 100 stubs of cracking brother Tommy’s rec- 
ord here with 4,573 dancers at $1.10 in 5,000 capacity room. Band took 
$2,743 as its end. At Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., Sunday (18) Dorsey con- 
tinued his Saturday pace with a terrific $2,680 from 2,680 at $1 plus tax. 


Shep Fields (Casa Loma, St. Louis, May 16). At 50c a head 1,800 hop- 








Park, Spokane, Thursday (16) outfit 


40c to 75c. 


$540 at $1.35 couple. 
for top weekend take of $4,185. 
day (18) take was poor $667. 


Teddy Powell-Newt Perry 


for that night. 


poor 400 at 65c for $250. 








Band Bookings 


Louis Armstrong, May 24, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 25, State theatre, 
Sandusky, O. 

Gus Arnheim, 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Charlie Barnet, July 7, five days, 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 

Ben Bernie, June 12-20, Madison 
Square Garden, New York. 

Tiny Bradshaw, May 25, week 








May 29, week, 





Sunset Terrace, Indianapolis; June 


| 1, week, Indiana Roof, Ind. 


It’s a capable piece, well | 





Lou Breese, May 30, White City 
Park, Herrin, Ill; 31, Fairyland 
Park, Kansas City, Mo.; July 1, Tri- 
anon B., Crowebury, Kans.; 2-3, 


Both originals with rhythmic punch, First, a repeated phrase, sits easily | Westwood Park, Little Rock; 4, Fort 


| because of its liveliness and brilliancy of unusual, but familiar 
; mental accompaniment. Breaks are bright. Reverse gets ove1 
an unusual tune. Backing is for rhythm only. 


instru- 
with ease, 


Benny Goodman Sextet ‘Good Enough to Keep’—‘Smooth One’ (Col. 36099) | 


| Jive buyers will get solid kick out of Cootie Williams’ trumpeting on 
| first side, a jump piece which sextette rides out at a fast clip. Bright side. 


| Backing slows down to roll out a bouncy arrangement that sounds like 
some of Eddie Sauter’s tricked-up arranging. It also clicks. 








Tony Pastor ‘Hurry to Sorrento’—Helen of Troy’ (Bluebird 11139) 

Strong versions of ‘Sorrento,’ by Woody Herman and Al Donahue, are 
| already biting off much play on first tune. It wasn’t smart of Victor to 
| cut a version that doesn’t improve on either, though company had to have 
| at least one release of it. Dorsey Anderson's lyric is well done, but won’t 
_disturb Herman’s cutting because of relative band positions. Donahue’s 
| lyric is in Italian. Reverse playing and arrangement will likely take play. 


notified Zucker | It’s well played piece at good jump tempo, showing band in good light. 





Horace Heidt ‘Toy Piano Jump’—Toy Piano Minuet’ (Columbia 36100) 
Frankie Carle’s able pianoing wraps up both sides. It stands out of first 


Band is booked by MCA, and in! side, which shows Heidt band in okay jump style. Player’s nimble fingers 
recent weeks was at the Syracuse | set reverse solidly, too, and is a better job than Joe Reichman’s recent 


hotel, Syracuse, N. Y. 


/ 


Victor release because it’s slow paced. 


| 


Worth Club, Fort Worth: 5-6, Texas 
|}A. & M. College Station; 7, four | 
weeks, Roosevelt H., New Orleans. 





Henry Busse, May 25, Yankee Lake 
Park, Brookfield, O.; June 19, Ocean 
Beach Pier, Clark Lake, Mich. 

Bobby Byrne, May 25, Ritz B., 
Bridgeport, Conn, 

Cab Calloway, May 26, Aud., Ro- 
anoke, Va.; 28, Market Aud., Wheel- 
ing; 29, Lake Breeze Pier, Buckeye 
Lake, O. 

Larry Clinton, May 26, Aud., Ot- 
tawa, Can.; 27, Arena, Hamilton, 
Ont.; 28, Arena, London, Ont, 

Bob Crosby, May 25, Arena, New 
Haven, Conn. 

Allen Curtis, May 24, Hampton 
Beach Casino, Hampton Beach, N. H. 

Shep Fields, June 1-2, U. of New 
Orleans, New Orleans; 12, two weeks, 
Madison Square Garden, New York. 

Ina Ray Hutton, May 21, Cappy’s, 
North Easton, Mass.; May 23, Kim- 


Earl Hines (Cotton Club, Dayton, 


Ina Ray Hutton (Totem Pole B., 
On first visit Miss Hutton played to good Wednesday crowd of 800 for 
Friday and Saturday room pulled 3,000 and 3,200 
At Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., Sun- 


Ted Lewis (Casa Del Ray, Santa Cruz, May 10). 
$1,736 at $1 per with that many hoppers. 

Johnny Long (Old Orchard Pier, Old Orcnard Beach, Me., May 17). 
Long is favorite here, this time drawing 1,300 at 65c for good $845. 

Harry Morrissey-George Harris (Raymor-Playmor B,, Boston, May 17). 
Two local outfits brought in 1,200 at 55c-65c for good $720. 

Will Osborne (Civic Aud., Glendale, Cal., May 10). 
as top tariff so Osborne’s draw of 3,340 hoofers paid only $810. 

Tony Pastor (State theatre, Winston-Salem, N. C., May 14). 
turned click job here 2,700 at 25c to 50c piling gross of $800, 
, (Raymor-Playmor 
Powell mainly responsible for 1,700 at 55c-65c for good $1,020 on warm 
night. On Wednesday (14) Powell drew 650 at same prices for $390, good 


Orrin Tucker (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., May 16). 
from 1,500 dancers at $1.16 and $1.35. 
14 outfit drew fine 2,600 people, and the day before cracked attendance 
mark at Decatur, Ill, Armory, with 2,500. 


pers hung up season’s top mark. Gross, $900. 

Glen Gray (Trianon B., Seattle, May 11-12). 
2,000 over two days at 75c-$1, getting total of $1,750. At Century B., Ta- 
coma, next day (13) band drew 900 for $800 gross. 


Casa Lomans drew mild 


Shifting to Natorium 
drew dull 1,500 for $1,280 gross. 
O., May 11). Fair $350 from 600 at 


Auburndale, Mass., May 14, 16, 17), 


Lewis tilled good 


City fathers set 25¢ 
Pastor 


B., Boston, May 16). 


Raymond Scott (King Phillip B., Wrentham, Mass., May 15). Band drew 


Fine $1,725 
At Coliseum, Davenport, Ia., May 


ball’s Starlight B., Lynnfield, Mass.; 
24, Jack O’Lantern, South Portland, 
Maine. 

Freddie Fisher, May 28, indef., Old 
Vienna, Cincinnati. 

Glen Gray, Aug. 1, 
Point, Sandusky; Ohio. 

Woody Herman, May 29, Town 
Hall, Philadelphia; 30, Lakewood 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 31, Hunt’s 
Pier, Wildwood, N. J. 

Everett Hoagland, June 4-7, Totem 
Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass. 

Herbie Kaye, May 16-22, Jefferson 
Beach Park, Detroit; 23, Aud., Green- 
ville, Pa.; 24, Edgewood C. C. (Du- 
| quesne U.), Pittsburgh; 25, Rosefield 
| Gardens, Brownsville, Pa.; 27, Basle 
theatre, Washington, Pa.: 30, Green- 
briar hotel, White Sulphur Springs, 


week, Cedar 





|W. Va.; 31-June 6, Coney Island 
| Park, Cincinnati. 
| Gene Krupa, June 9-14, Totem 


|Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass. 


Bill Bardo, May 27, week, Tune- 
| town B., St. Louis. 

Guy Lombardo, June 4, Great 
|Smoky Mt. Festival, Knoxville, 


Tenn.; 5, Aud., Hendersonville, N. C.; 
6, Aud., Chattanooga; 7, Air Carnival, 
Birmingham, Ala.; 10, Pre-Harvest 
Jubilee, Kingstree, S. C.; 11, Tobacco 
Festival, Ahoski, N. C.; 18, week, 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Johnny Long, May 23, Raymor B., 
Boston; 24, Arcadia B., Providence, 
R. I.; 25, Baab’s Park, Suffield, Conn.; 
26, Whalom Park, Fitchburg, Mass. 

McFarland Twins, June 13, week, 
Palisades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Johnny McGee, May 27-28, Casa 
Loma, Charleston, W. Va. 

George Olsen, June 4-5, Jayhawk 
theatre, Topeka. 

Will Osborne, May 23, U. of Wesh- 
ington, Seattle; 24, Oregon State C.. 





Corvallis, Ore. 
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Instant Recognition of Arrangements 





Tunes Familiar Through Phonograph Hailed on First 
Strain—A Visit to Jimmy Dorsey on a Road Date 





w 


By BERNIE WOODS 


Youngsters who frequent one- 
night ballrooms apparently come 
more to stand around the bandstand 
and gape at their idols than to dance. 
Out of the 4,570 teen-age dancers 
lured to Sunnybrook Ballroom, 
Pottstown, Pa., last Saturday (17) 
by Jimmy Dorsey, no more than 
1.000 of them were dancing at any 
one time. Rest were pressed as close 
to the bandstand as they could get. 
An hour before the band started tun- 
ing up a group of 100 or more had 
hooked their elbows over the edge of 
the stand, few of whom gave way to 
others during the entire four-hour 
stretch the band gave out, 


How much the record hits of any 
one band influence the likes and dis- 
likes of the fans who make or break 
an outfit is clearly indicated by the 
kids. Each time Dorsey teed-off an 
arrangement that had sold heavily 
on wax, a wave of whistling, yelps 
and applause greeted the first few 
bars, and then everything stilled to 
drink it all in. Those who were sit- 
ting it out in the back immediately 
drifted toward the stand or stood on 
chairs to get a better view, and some 
of those dancing did likewise. Dor- 
sey’s Bob Eberly and Helen O’Con- 
nel, singly and in duo, which this | 
band first started, halted dancing re- | 








peatedly in that manner. 

Of the above mentioned number | 
of dancers which packed the spot, | 
owner Ray Hartenstein cstimated that 
no more than 10% came from Potts- 
town’s population of 20,000. Remain- 
der come from all directions, as far | 
as 60-70 miles away and in all kinds | 
of transportation. However, to come | 


Impacted Teeth Bed 
Tooter Jimmy Maxwell 


Jimmy Maxwell, trumpeter with 
the Benny Goodman band, is recov- 
ering in Murray Hill Hospital, N. Y., 
from an infection which set in after 
he had two impacted wisdom teeth 
extracted. He was admitted to the 
hospital last Friday (16) with a fever 
of 104. 

Goodman band is currently on va- 
cation. 


HORVATH JAM 
WITH CLERGY 


. Cleveland, May 20. 

Charlie Horvath’s plans of turning 
his Trianon ballroom into a super- 
duper bowling emporium are still in 
dicker-and-talk stage, but he has 








already got one ironic kick-back. It} 


came when a local columnist, who 
didn’t check with him on the rumor, 
wrote that a de luxe cocktail lounge 
and restaurant would be built into 
the dance hall with bowling alleys. 
An hour after the story rolled off 
the presses, two clergymen of neigh- 
boring churches phoned Horvath to 
tell him that there was an ordinance 
not permitting likker joints being 
built so close to churches. Besides 
threatening to fight it out in court, 
they said they would have the place 
boycotted if even a nip of booze was 


| 


AFM PREPARES 





Seattle 


chestras 
Other Leaders—Others 
Say Capital Risk Must Be 
Protected or Launching 
New Bands Will Be 


Impossible 





‘SOUL MORTGAGES’ 





Backers of name dance bands may 
find themselves subject to strict 
regulation of the American Federa- 


tion of Musicians after the latter or- 
ganization has held its Seattle econ- 
vention the’ second week in June. 
James C. Petrillo, AFM prez, and 
Jack Rosenberg, head of the New 
York City local (802) are reported as 
|jointly determinea to get action on 
this ‘soul mortgage’ issue during the 
convention. The terms of the regu- 
latory measure, which is to be intro- 
duced in the form of a resolution, 
| have yet to be completely worked 
| out. ° 


| The union leaders have expressed 
|themselves as fearful of the straits 
that many members will eventually 
find themselves in if steps are not 
taken to curb band-financing prac- 
tices. They feel thaf outside of the 
money they put up many backers 
;contribute nothing to the welfare 
and advance of an orchestra. The 





any great distance such as that the | Sold. Restaurant owners nearby also) pectrictive action will be directed 


transportation has to be of fairly | 
solid timber, which explains why | 
the major portion of this particular | 
mecb was well dressed and with an | 
air of moderate prosperity. 

Dancing and Fishing 


Hartenstein tells of the quartet} 
which greeted him at the door a few 


weeks ago with the crack ‘I guess | promote $70,000 this summer for the! 


you think we're crazy to drive 153 | 
miles one way from Salisbury, Md., | 
to dance four hours.’ He soothed | 


called and yipped about the unfair 
competish he planned. 

Ballroom operator patiently ex- 
plained that it was a unconfirmed 
and untrue rumor, that he never in- 
tended to install a cocktail room in 
the first place and that even the 
bowling project is not yet definite. 
It depends upon whether he can 


work, 
lease. 
Dance hall has about a half-dozen 


in addition to a long term 


| not only at outside money men but 
| at band leaders themselves who by 
| the same lending route obtain pieces 
jim other orchestras. 

Rosenberg’ has expressed "the opin- 
;ion that if there is to be any band 


|financing a ceiling should be im-| 


posed by the international union on 
the returns due the backer. In dis- 
cussions on the subject Rosenberg 


| : . : 
|has mentioned 6% as an equitable | 


| dividend, but business elements in 
ithe trade have pointed out to him 


‘em with the logical retort that they | more band bookings for this season,| hat such.a limitation would tend 


might think him just as crazy to| with Woody Herman for May 18 and to destroy band backing altogether. 


drive 50 miles farther than their | 
Maryland town to get in four hours | 
of fishing, which he does quite often. | 

Sunnybrook itself is an imposing | 
layout, tastefuliy decorated and in 
an area about a mile outside the 
town. It is equipped with a fairly 
large swimming pool and numerous 
soft drink and light food concessions. 
No liquor is served and none is al- 
lowed in the hall‘at any time. There 
are few chairs for sitting ’em out, 
the few that are provided being 
ranged along walls and in a recessed 
alcove on one side of the room. 

The spot has no trouble with Penn- 
sylvania blue laws, which demand a 
Saturday midnight closing. 








LANZILOTTI FAR FROM BIZ 


Spends Four Months’ Army Pay | 
Checking His Private Affairs | 
St. Louis, May 20. 
Guy Lanzilotti, a juke-box opera- 
tor from Washington, D.C., a draftee 
at the Jefferson Barracks, just south 
of St. Louis, hopes Uncle Sam will 
move him nearer to his home town | 
because he’s spent $150 in coin) 
phones keeping in touch with his 
business during the past six weeks. 
Private Lanzilotti cheerfully de- 
posited his nickels, dimes and quar- 
ters in the coin phone during the 
first few wecks of his training period, 
but last week when he cast his ac- 
counts he found that he had spent 
more than four months’ pay in tele- 
phone calls. 








Raymond Scott for May 25. But 


despite his denials the anti-likker | 


objections by suspicious local blue- 
noses are still floating in and hurting 
his current dance irade, Horvath 
complains. 


Kennywood, Pittsburgh, 
Sets Summer Bands 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

Kennywood Park here has lined 
up name bands for its summer sea- 
son, which got under way Friday 
(16) and will continue through La- 
bor Day. Opening and current is 
Bob Chester and he'll be followed 
Friday (23) by Johnny Messner. 





Others already set are Lang | 
Thompson, Lawrence Welk, Ray 
Herbeck, Mitchell Ayres, Herbie 


Holmes, Jimmy Joy and Tiny Hill. 
Most of the dates are for two weeks 
except in one or two cases. 


J. C. Stein’s N. Y. Visit 


J. C. Stein, president of Music 
Corp. of America, returns to the 
Coast this week after a brief stay in 
New York supervising installation 
of the new, enlarged MCA offices. 

Mrs. Stein also came east to order 
decorations for their new Beverly 
Hills home, making the shopping 
trip expressly for that purpose. 











McKenzie Builds Band 


Jimmy McKenzie, ex-personal 





Lanzilotti then sought out the Re- 


manager of Ray Kinney’s orchestra, 


ception center chaplain, Rev. Her- | is building a band of his own. Out- 


bert J. Meiles, St. Loius, for aid in 


fit is currently rehearsing and go- 





affecting a transfer to a post nearer|ing through audition paces in New 


| 


These ventures, Rosenberg has been 
told, are highly speculative and a 
return of anything like 6% on a 
band’s earnings would make _ such 
promotions not worthwhile. 

Rated as the most active backer 
of bands, and by a wide margin, is 
Si Shribman. 


TO REGULATE: 


Convention of Mu- 
sicians Union Thought 
Sure to Pass Resolution 
Limiting Control of Or- 
by Backers or 


| 


ND FINANCIE} 


+ 
vv 








Judge Holds in Paul Whiteman Case 


Court Cannct Overrule Union 





Silence for a Jit 





Ft. Worth, Texas, May 20. 

J. Willard Ridings, professor 
of journalism at Texas Christian 
University, is circulating a pe- 
tition asking that at least one 
blank record be on’ each juke- 
box. 

‘If this is accomplished,’ 
sighed Ridings, ‘those who don’t 
like jukeboxes can push in a 
nickel] and enjoy 5c worth of 
golden silence!’ 


vv 


An important decision upholding 
the rights of a union to settle con- 
troversies between members, and 
declaring that once a union has de- 
cided an issue, the courts may not 
disturb the ruling obtained, was 
handed down by the appellate term 
of the N.Y. supreme court in favor 
of Paul Whiteman, in dismissing a 
Suit against the’ band leader by an 
employee, William Shulman. In rul- 
ing as it did, the appellate term re- 
versed a decision of the municipal 
court ruling against Whiteman. 








FOR PETRILLO 


Seattle, May 20. 
Seattle local 76 of American 
Federation of Musicians are working 
on final preparations for the national 
convention here the week of June 





arrive a week prior to the conclave 
to confer with local officers on con- 
vention business. 


Among speakers for convention’s 
| first day will be Governor Arthur B. 





Langlie and James A. Taylor, presi- | 
dent of the State Federation of! 


| Labor. 


| Seattle group handling convention 
details is headed by 76’s president 
O. R. McLain. 


$25,000 AUTO DEATH 
SUIT VS. WARING K.0.’D 


Vincent A. Lowney, Sr.’s, suit 
against Fred Waring, John Hamill 
j}and Gordon Goodman was dismissed 
Friday (16), by Justice Bernard L. 








Shientag in N. Y. supremé court. Ac- | 2@ union opinion 


tion had sought $25,000 damages for 

death of plaintiff’s son in an acci- 

dent while in Waring’s car. 
Accident occurred with all 





| at Stroudsburg, Pa. 


| and Claude Thornhill bands. Among 


| the leaders who hold pieces in other | 


|bands are Benn; .Goodman and 
| Miller. Much of the opposition from 
Petrillo and Rosenberg is due to 


|interest in the Glenn Miller, Woody | tra field $4,500 obtained a contract | 


Herman, Tony Pastor, 
| Spivak, Gene Krupa, Teddy Powell 


] 
| 


Charlie | 


Cancel Ted Blake for Incomplete Cast 


giving him 3314% of the new band’s | 
pees for 10 years. 





Orchestra Given Ozone 





Cleveland, May 20. 

| Ted Blake and his Pittsburgh Men 
| About Town played the shortest en- 
gagement at Monaco’s Cafe that the 
spot has ever given a band. Brought 
in a week ego Monday (4) to fol- 
low the Barry Bros. crew, the Blake 
outfit was given its walking papers 
on the second night when Frank 
Monaco, the cafe owner, accused it 
'as well as the MCA bookers of mis- 
representation. 

Irate proprietor declared contract 
‘called for a girl organist and a 
| comedy bass player, both of whom 
were among the missing in the line- 
‘up. Second complaint was that 
orchestra didn’t come up to’ the 
standards of his downtown de luxe 
| dancing-dinery, and hurt its prestige. 
| On opening night Monaco was so 
upset over two omissions and what 


By Cleveland Cafe and 


Union Concurs in ‘Misrepresentation’ Slant 


two weeks notice, owner told him he 
would have to sue for it. 

Ruckus was pretty embarrassing to 
bookers. D’Arve Barton, manager of 
the Cleveland branch, said that the 
booking had been made in good faith 
and that agency didn’t know Blake 
had dropped his femme Hammond 
player and bass thumper since leav- 
ing Pittsburgh’s Roosevelt Hotel. 

When facts were presented to musi- 
cians’ union, Local 4 headed by Lee 
Repp sided with cafe impresario by 
ruling that it was an obvious breach 
of contract, okaying the yank-out. 
After Blake closed what was the 
town’s briefest record run on His 
second night, MCA rushed in Jimmy 
Harris’ Cleveland orch and breathed 


a sigh of relief when Monaco ap-} 


proved of it. Harris, formerly known 


9. President James C. Petrillo will) 


de- | 
ifendants in the car Sept. 24, 1939, | 





Both Whiteman and Shulman are 


| members of Local 802 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. White- 
man hired Shulman for ‘Jumbo,’ and 


| agreed to pay union wages at the rate 
|of $75 weekly plus $15 extra for 
| playing an electric cello. Plaintiff 
claimed the union scale was $102,50 
and sued to recover $187.50, repre- 
senting the difference for 15 weeks. 
Plaintiff then filed his claim with 
the union local, which gave him 
judgment against Whiteman. 


An appeal was taken to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, which 
reversed the decision and granted 
| Whiteman a dismissal of the action, 
'Then Shulman started the real con- 
| troversy, by filing suit in the Mu- 
'nicipal court. The case was tried 

before Justice Isidore I. Haber, who 

| granted plaintiff judgment. Justice 
Haber’s ruling was to the effect that 
the by-laws of the union did not 
contain any provision for arbitra- 
tion of disputes between members; 
and that there was a provision in 
the by-laws to the effect that before 
| any member could institute an ac- 
| tion against another member he 
| must first exhaust his remedies in 
|the union; but that this does not 
mean that the determination of the 
_union is final, but that it was only 
|@ pre-requisite to suing in court, 
| after all remedies had been exhaust- 
|ed in the union, * 


Again an appeal was taken with 
| the appellate court ruling that since 
contained no 
| fraud, imposition, invalidity or gross 
injustice, the court will refuse to 
| examine the merits of the contro- 
versy. 

The effect of the ruling is that 
hereafter whenever two members of 
a union submit their disputes to the 
union, and a ruling is made, courts 
are ousted toward making any fur- 
ther ruling o: the merits of these 
disputes. 





| 





He holds a financial Kee Menge A acon peg Ragen Fo PALLADIUM, H’ WOOD, 


GETS DONAHUE, MILLER 





| Hollywood, May 20. 


| General Amusement Corp. bands 
for Palladium here (via Ralph 
| Wonders) include Al Donahue’s 
| band and the Andrews Sisters, open- 
|ing Friday (23) and following Glenn 
Miller, who did a record-breaking 
three weeks. Donahue is in for four 
weeks but the Andrews Sisters check 
|out after a fortnight to keep a film 
commitment. 
| Following at the Palladium are 
Abe Lyman, four weeks, and Woody 
Herman, six weeks with a two-week 
option. 


Maxine Sullivan Heads 
| Into South for One-Niters 


| CBS Artists Bureau has turned 
over the booking of Maxine Sullivan 
| for the summer months to the Moe 
| Gale agency. Miss Sullivan starts a 
| tour of southern ballrooms July 1 at 
| Norfolk, Va., first time that she has 
| worked one-nighters in the south. 
| She’ll work in company with either 
Tiny Bradshaw or Benny Carter’s 
orchestras. 


Singer was out on a similar tour 
several months ago with the Johm 


| 
' 











his home town and where the phone | York. 


toll charges will be cheaper. 


sition te the biggies in the army. 


The 
chaplain said he’d submit the propo- 


McKenzie parted with Kinney, 


IN. Y., about two months ago. 


who’s now at the Lexington hotel, 


he termed ‘corny comedy’ that he 
told Roy Howard, of the local) MCA 
office, to yank out the band im- 
| mediately. When Blake demanded a 


here as Jimmy Stipek, had been tak-| Kirby band. It was cut short when 
ing off a layoff rest after doing 20 Kirby was brought back into New 
weeks at West Palm Beach’s Dixie | York to start a radio commercial for 
Inn in Florida, but his men called off Schick Razors. She continued then 
their vacations to take the rush date.' for a short while with Carter. 


le ee | 
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Band Reviews 


Lake Music’s Big Year 


Detroit, May 20. 











RUSS SMITH ORCHESTRA (9) 
Rainbow Grill, N. ¥. 

Russ Smith is an alumnus of the 
Barry Winton band, long incumbent 
at the Rainbow Grill. With the latter 
due to open next week at the formal 
Rainbow Room, the companion 


| the stomp side, he takes Benny Hy- 
|man away from his drums. He’s a 
‘hand slapping, foot pounding, lyrical 
jivist, with a fast lip action from 
which the word flow is rapid fire. 
Edgar Robinson, trumpeter, is the 
|off-stage laborer 


for the band, in| 


Great Lakes excursion lines look 


' forward to a record season and with 


a heavy increase of pleasure boats 
plying these waters will come added 
employment for dance combinations. 
This employment in many cases runs 
'as much as five months. 

Most of the lines are faithful to 


Rockefeller nitery atop the 65th floor | company with Bob James, the pieno the same bands from season to sea- 


of the RCA Bldg., Smith remains in 
the Grill as the head of his own 
combo. He was featured vocalist 
and electric steel guitarist with Win- 
ton and continues ditto at the helm 
of his own combo. However, it’s not 
the first time for him as a maestro, 
having had the Ripley and Hines 
radio commercials. 

Carl Shaw, drums, and Paul 

hompson, string bass, are two other 

inton men who went over with 
Smith’s new setup which comprises 
an expert crew of vet musicians from 
other dance combos. Johnny Ingram, 
gax and vocalist, is ex-Vincent Lopez; 
Jack Tarr, doing the comedy 
numbers in between sax and violin, 
and Sid Stanley, reeds, who’s han- 
dling the Cuban vocals, are also 
raduates of established dance com- 
inations. Thompson, incidentally, 
esides bass handles the French and 
talian vocals. 

Smith is an engaging personality 
at the helm of his crew. The boys 
are a natty looking aggregation. 
Personnel of eight, besides their 
leader, comprises three reeds (doubl- 
ing violins), one brass, one violin, 
and a rhythm section of four. 

While it’s a new band, it’s actually 
it’s old home week for Russ Smith 
because of his long stay as featured 
member of Winton’s combo. 

On its own, Smith’s band shapes 
up as a smooth, dance-compelling 
aggregation that is pleasant for this 
room and should please generally. 

Abel. 


ORD HARRISON ORC. (6) 
eaturing Sally Jo Nelson 
Hotel St. Moritz, N. ¥. 

Ford Harrison is another: of the 
epatriated Americans in the Jack 
Harris, Roy Fox, Eddy Oliver and 
indred school of Yank maestros 
who liked it in England and on the 
Continent until blitzed back to 
civilization. Harrison, a_ violinist- 
conductor, was some three or four 
ears at the Bagatelle in Paris (the 
1 Morocco of the French capi- 
tal), the Casino in Biarritz, Chez 
Victor in Cannes, Sporting Club in 
Monte Carlo and kindred spots until 
he returned to the Hotel St. Moritz’s 


Cafe de la Paix which, while a | 


road company of the Blvd. des 
Capuccines, is at least an untram- 
melled environment. 

Comprising a neat sextet of ac- 
cordion, piano, drums, string bass, 
and sax, with himself violining, Har- 
rison’s dansapation is sprightly in 
the Continental ffanner. He him- 
self whams out sock soloes like ‘In- 
termezzo’ on the strings and vocal- 


izes surefire Lucienneboyers like 
J’Attendrai’ and the like, inter- 
spersed with his dance sets. Sally 


Jo Nelson, featured songstress, han- 
dles her chores well. 

He fits neatly into this room, and 
will click on the St. Moritz’s roof, 
which opens this week. Abel. 
MARIO MERIN ORCH (6) 

El Chico, Pittsburgh 


Here’s a sweet six-piece com 
that can fit either in ao Gane 
spots or where they want fox-trots 

nd Outfit is made up of 
violin, drums, bass, piano, sax and 
trumpet, with Merin doubling on the , . 
maracas whenever band goes into the | EISEN... COP SEIED, 
Castilian rhythms. Leader’s a nice-| 


and waltzes. 


lookin 


igently vand not too often, 
Merin’s rumbas are of an Ameri- 


lman. They draw up all the ork’s 
arrangements, and they’re nicely 
produced. Robinson takes a bow at 
the mike sometimes, when there's 
need of a sweet horn for a dance 
set takeoff. 

Crew of this musical contingent 
otherwise includes Bob Myers, 
trumpet; Eddie Demski, trombone; 

(Continued on page 42) 


Penn Athletic Club Has 
Involved Labor Muddle 
| — Qn Top of Receivership 





son. Among the bands already 
booked are Al Cox and his Lon- 
‘donaires (for their fourth consecu- 
tive season) on the S. S. North 
American, Phil Skillman (third sea- 
son) on the Bob-Lo boats and Sing- 
ing Strings, whose leader is in the 
‘army, on the S. S. South American. 
Advance bookings on the lines’ 
‘books indicate that the short hauls, 
daytime and ‘moonlight’ excursions 
will get exceptionally big play from 
clubs, churches and other organiza- 
tions this season, and such dates in- 
variably require musicians. 


VALLEE’S JUKER 
Hollywood, May 20. 











Philadelphiz, May 20. 

The Musicians Union is finding it- 
self in the middle in the strike of 
| waiters at the swanky Penn Athletic 
'Club, now entering its 10th month. 
| The strike was called by the 
|C.1.0.’s United Restaurant Workers. 
If the Musicians refuse to cross the 
| picket line, they'll be condemned by 
|the A.F.L.’s Restaurant and Bar- 
| tenders Union, which is engaged in 
|a jurisdictional dispute with the 
'C.1.0. et the Penn A.C. On the other 
|hand, musicians who cross the line 
are being placed on the unfair list 
by the C.I.O. and even by some 
A.F.L. outfits. 

Last Wednesday members of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, all members 
of the A.F.M., refused to attend a 
welcome home luncheon at the Penn 
A.C. tendered them by music lovers 
on their return from their spring 
tour around the country. At the last 
minute the effair was switched to 
the Ben Franklin Hotel. 

Jimmy Dorsey recently was black- 
balled by the C.I.O. for playing a 
one-nighter at the Penn A.C. He 
apologized and promised never to 
play there again while the strike 
was in progress. 

There is e strong possibility that 
| the club may open a night club and 
restaurant in the near future. In 
the hands of the receiver, the club 
was taken over last week by the 
American Hotel Corp., who will 
manage it and try to take it out of 
the red. The club is in the Ritten- 
house Square sector and is in ¢é& 
natural location to attract the social 
set which has been lacking a class 
spot since the shuttering of the 
Arcadia-International. 








| 








| WHAT TED WEEMS STARTED 


Robbins, Moe Gale Among Those 
Printing Coin-Machine Labels 








| Idea of supplying their own iden- 
tification slips for use with their 
records in coin machines is getting 
increasing play from bandleaders, 
etc., and it all 
helps record makers because the eye- 


g fellow who bows a crack| catching slips are provided to opera- 
fiddle, and he also has more than a| tors free. 
assable voice which he uses intel- | 


Since Ted Weems began 
| using a tag with a large red arrow 
on it to capture the eye of a pros- 


Techniprocess Corp. released six 
new 16 mm. shorts for the jukebox 
trade, leading off with Rudy Vallee 
and the Four Musketeers {n ‘Lydia, 
the Tattooed Lady.’ 

Other releases were ‘Shadrack,’ 
‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Bundle of Love,’ ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ and ‘Bank of Love.’ 





Marjorie Stewart new vocalist 
with the Joe Reichman band. 





On the 


Upbeat 





Oxzsle Nelsen returns to Bluebird 
label for two 
cut ‘Where’ and 
from his fortheoming Columbia pic- 
ture, 

Artie Shaw is to cut a double- 
faced 10-inch record with an original 
titled ‘Blues From the Lenox Ave. 
Suite.’ 





Sammy Kaye’s band is subject of 
forthcoming Liberty mag story on 
one-night treks by bands. 





Hot Lips Paige takes new seven- 
piece combo into Kelly's Stables, 
New York, tomorrow night (Thurs.). 

Art Jarrett band has its first Vic- 
tor recording date in Chicago next 
Wednesday (28). 





Ralph Barlow band opens summer 
season at Peony Park, Omaha, May 
30. 





Al Kavelin orchestra plays Pali- 
sades Park (N. J.) May (24-25) when 
Vivian Blaine, featured vocalist, 
will introduce Kevelin’s new song 
‘Kickonga,’ for whieh Francis Mar- 
quis wrote the lyrie. 





Villa Tavern, north of Toledo, O., 
on Route 28, opened season May 15, 
with Paul Spor’s orchestra in the 








bandstand. Spor’s combination, for- 
merly at the Willard Grill, Toledo, 
has been augmented by Russ 
Featheroff and Freddy Bardsley. 
Dorothy Gordon, recently with 
George Olsen, will be vocalist. 
George Yakobian is the manager of 
the Villa this year. 





Ed White, formerly at the Carlouel 
Yacht Club, Clearwater, Fla., is now 
at the Willard Grill, Hotel Willard, 
Toledo, for the summer, 





Idora Park, Youngstown, O., 
opened its ballroom May 10, with 
George Hall playing in the ball- 
room. A new name band is planned 
for every week, according to Max 
Rindin, assistant park manager, in 
charge of the ballroom. 





Don Bestor opens outdoor dance 
season at Bill Green’s Terraced Gar- 
dens, Pittsburgh, May 26, replacing 
Marvin Dale outfit. Latter goes to 
Trianon in Chi. * 





Bobby Milliken, sax player, re- 
cently with Seger Ellis, has joined 
Sid Dickler’s band in Pittsburgh, 
succeeding Jerry Eisner, who was 
drafted. 





Bob Poland, formerly with Shep 
Fields and Charlie Barnet, is new 





(Continued on page 42) 














respective publishers.) 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 
to Variety. Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 
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Jimmy Dorsey..| Decca... (10) Marks | 








| 2 | Understand . 


Decca.. 











Jimmy Dorsey... : ; 
oe 2 { King Bisters....|| Bluebird. Feist 
Bing Crosby....] Decca... bs 
3 Dolores , ' ee 8 8 } Fomukg Dorsey. § Victor... (7) Paramount 











4-Band Played On . . 


Guy Lombardo... 
© Fen: bccecees 


Decca... (¢) PD 
Decca... 
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| 5 Apple Blossom 


Time 


Andrews Sisters| Decca... (2) Broadway 











Tommy Dorsey .{ Victor......(12) Forster 
| G Oneilove . .. . <j gue Miller... Bluebird. 











| 7 intermezzo . 


Woody Herman.j Decca... (2) Schuberth 
es 8s «» e@ 2 Columbia “’ 


Benny Goodma 











Harry James... § Columbia 





(4) Paramount 


see >t meaeas Sisters. 


canized variety and that makes ’em| pective nickel dropper, others have 
perfect where the clientele isn’t do-| 4¢vised equally distracting strips. 
ing them by the complicated dance | Robbins Music is now shipping big 
school methods, They’re a Burbank! quantities of tags on its ‘Aurora’ to 


of tempos. American rhythms ; : i i i 
at We his sie ee y S are|ops. They’re printed in black with 


| 8 Music Makers 











Nobody listening with his eyes shut 


would guess that there are only half | 
a dozen men in the combo. Sounds | 


like at least twice that amount. 
Merin should fit anywhere, but in 


the class spots particularly, because | 
band’s not only composed of excel-/| 


| song’s title large in yellow letters. 

| Moe Gale office also is shipping 
tags of its own design. Gale has had 
| strips made up for the latest record- 
ings of all his bands. Cost of them, 
in large lots, is negligible. 








Decca... 
Tommy Dorsey..4 Victor... 
| 9 Oh Look At Me Now e e .) gc fh tt Decca... (6) Embassy 
. { Jimmy Dorsey .§ Decca... : 
| 10 Perfidia * * « & © ©) Benny Goodman§ Columbia (6) Southern 





DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


lent musicians but also of nice, clean- | 
cut looking men who make a first- | 
rate impression visually as well as| 


9O4444446446464 





(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing in 
demand on the coin machines.) 






“burg). 


audibily. Cohen. 


Wwoopy WILSON ORCH (11) 
With Benny Hyman, Adrienne 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 


One-time hymn-hummer with Pinky | 


Tomlin, Woody Wilson is a tall, 


blond personality who took off on’ 


his own, and with a band that almost 
to a man was once fronted by Johnny 
Burkarth around Louisville. The 
style is definitely on the swing edge, 
a gunner for biz comebacks when in 
spots catering to the young from 
hichschool to post-gred college age. 
_ The band, when delving into novel- 
ties, prefers to show itself in glee 
club arrangements backing the so- 
loing of Adrienne (Vivian Clay- 
One of the best is an em- 
bellished version of the ‘Saga of 
Jenny,’ which is a crowd gatherer. 
Wilson, other than leading the 
band, takes all its male romantic 
voczls, and he’s in good voice. On 


In the Wax Works 


9OF444466446644664666474 


Bobby Byrne (Decca) ‘Nighty 
Night,’ ‘These Things You Left Me,’ 
‘Million Dollar Baby,’ ‘On the Beach 

Waikiki,’ ‘Do I Worry,’ ‘Two 
Hearts That Pass in the Night.’ 

Charlie Barnet (Bluebird) ‘Little 
Dip,’ ‘Ponce de Leon,’ ‘You Talk 
Too Much,’ ‘Consider Yourself 
Kissed.’ 

Johnny Long (Decca) ‘Becu Night 
at Hotchkiss Corners,’ ‘Where You 
Are,’ ‘I Take to You,’ ‘Blue Skies.’ 

Will Bradley (Columbia) ‘In the 
| Hall of the Mountain King,’ ‘Mis- 
| understood,’ ‘Get Thee Behind Me 
|Satan,” ‘When You and I Were 
Young Maggie.’ 

Duke Ellington (Victor) (duet with 
bassist Jimmie Blanton) ‘Dear Old 
Southland,’ ‘Solitude.’ 





Woody Herman......Decca 


Let’s Get Away from It All... Tommy Dorsey. a 


Sammy Kaye....,.. Victor 
Woody Herman......Decca 


Until Tomorrow.....csccesees } 
{ Horace Heidt....Columbia 





Friendly Tavern Polka........ 






Wise Old Owl... Dick Robertson......Decca 


Horace Heidt....Columbia 
Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 









§ Woody Herman..... Decca 

reer Tires ahihaas Donahue....,..... Okeh . 
Jimmy Dorsey...... Decca | 

My Sister and 1... ....sceeeee : Benny Goodman.Columbia 


tint Woody Herman ....Decca 
Everything Happens to Me.... Tommy Dorsey ....Victor 
Nighty Night....... eccccsecesn Mwaned Rey.....i Bivepita 
MOOGS ce ctaseccssdce eooccoose SAMMY Kaye....... Victor. 


... Victor‘ 


. Republic 


Sammy Kaye....... Victor’ 


Al Donahue..........Okeh’ 


. southern 
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._BMI 


. .Embassy 


.. Beacon 
.Republic 


. Embassy 


.BMI 


-BMI 
.. BMI 
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NAB, VOTES BMI GO-AHEAD 





ASCAP’s Slow Start on Mutual 


Because of the limited number of new songs that ASCAP publishers 
have available at this time the Mutual Network has let down the bars 
on the repetition of such tunes during an evening. Under the rule 
which the network previously had in effect duplications were restricted 
Until the releases of ASCAP pubs return to 
normal and band — get the latest ASCAP tunes in their arrange- 

yill be no restraint on the time between broadcasts 


to two-hour intervals. 


ment books there 
for ASCAP compositions. 


While jubilant over the opportunity afforded by the Mutual deal for 
the exploitation of their music, professional managers of ASCAP firms 


expressed themselves Monday (19) 


cumstance that few of the dance bands carried on Mutual have ar- 
rangements of new ASCAP numbers and that it may take some time 
for these bands to have the arrangements made. 
union the publishers’ professional men are barred from furnishing the 
bands with free arrangements, or even extracts, and thereby expediting 
the plugging of their new tunes on the air. 
the remote orchestras on Mutual are economically in a position to 
have the arrangements made right away, since they have been spend- 
ing their money on arrangements of BMI numbers since the first of 


the year. 


Professional men with ASCAP firms figure that it will take another 
two or three weeks before their new tunes will actually get full play 
Their problem is not only merely to sell a band on doing 
the song, but on inducing it to make up e special arrangement im- 
mediately. Meanwhile these bands have their ASCAP standards on 


on Mutual. 


which to draw. 


Mutual Outlines 





5 


as still stymied badly by the cir- 


By the rules of their 


No small percentage of 








ASCAP Buildup 





Many Programs and Slogans Exploit Network’s Pos- 


session of Catalogs 


Not on NBC, CBS 





| 

Mutual, which until the special | 
ASCAP program Sunday (18) night 
was merely dribbling a few ASCAP 
tunes its shows, will for the 
next few weeks make an all-out 
splurge with the composer society's 
Besides having several regu- 
lar musical shows devoted entirely | 


to ASCAP selec ons, it will make 
periodic announcements over the air | 


into 


music 





that it is the only network ‘now 
playing your favorite songs.’ This! 
move to rub additional sting into | 


NBC and Columbia, follows the fric- | 
tion that developed between Mutual | 
and the other networks at last 
week’s National Assn. of Broadcast- | 
ers’ convention in St. Louis. 

New program that started Monday 
(19) from WOR, New York, will be! 
heard 8:45-9 a.m., Monday through 
Friday, and 8:35-8:50 a.m., Saturday, | 
called, ‘All-Time Hits.’ It offers re-| 
cordings by name bands and artists | 
of ASCAP favorites of former mioeing 
with by 


commentary Irving Kauf- 


man, using the name of Musical 
Mack. He is also heard in various 
other shows under such names as 


Gaston, Happy Jim .Parsons, etc. 
Morton Gould orchestra series, 
John Duggan’s vocal stanza, Eleanor 
Sherry and, beginning next Monday 
(26), Romano and the Tune Twisters, 
will also use ASCAP music exclu- 
Sively for the next few weeks. In 
addition, as the various organizations | 
fill out their libraries with arrange- | 
ments of ASCAP tunes that have 





been issued since the society's cata- | , 
rangement of the International Cir- 


log went off the networks at the be- 


ginning of the year, Mutual's eve-| 
ning dance band remote programs 
will carry an increasing proportion 


of ASCAP selections. 


The announcements that Mutual is 
the only network offering ASCAP 
music will probably continue indefi- 
nitely. However, after several 
weeks, the various Mutual shows 
will no longer make a special point 
of playing ASCAP tunes to the ex- 


clusion of BMI or other non-ASCAP 
compositions. 


SELLS BIZ COLLEGE 





WITH NEW ASCAP BAIT, 





Cleveland, May 20. 





WHK-WCLE, 
concluded agreement with ASCAP 


and began broadcast of banned mu- 
sic on Friday morning (16). Return 
of ASCAP tunes was instrumental in 


WHK closing negotiations for one | 


hour Saturday afternoon commercial | 
beginning Saturday (17). 

Client is Wilcox College of Com- 
merce and contract calls for record- 


local Mutual outlets, | 





MUTUAL AFFILIATES’ ORG 





Oppose ASCAP Deal—Fred Weber | Worth, 
|note of the gathering when with | examples, 


Lacks Info on Them 





St. Louis, May 20. 


Group of about 40 Mutual affiliates} with the cry, ‘There'll always be a/ manager, 


| 


SIONEY KAYE I 
CHIEF oPEAKER 


St. Louis Convention Session 
Devoted to Broadcast Mu- 
sic—Partakes of Evangeli- 
cal Tone — Hough Crys 
‘There’ll Always Be a BMI’ 
—Jitters on Conspiracy 
Cramps the Discussion a 
Little 





ELMER RAPS MUTUAL 





By BEN BODEC 


St. Louis, May 20. 


In a session which frequently 
took on the atmosphere of a revival 
meeting the delegates to the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters’ 
convention at the New Jefferson 
hotel last week voted its continued 
support of Broadcast Music, Inc. Be- 
fore this action was taken the exec- | 
utives and directors of BMI indulged 
themselves in an orgy of self-con- 
gratulation over the ‘great job’ they 
had performed and Sidney M. Kaye, | 
BMI v.p. and counsel, stirred an | 
ovation with announcement that the 
organization was putting into im- 
médiate effect a 33143% reduction in 
BMI performance fees. 

Harold Hough, of WBAP, Fort | 
struck the evangelical key- 





| 


lraised hand he shouted, ‘Let’s hit 
| the sawdust trail with the rest of 


‘em for BMI!’ and then followed this 


who expressed themselves as oOp-| BMI!’ 


posed to that network’s pact with 
ASCAP met at the close of Wednes- 
| day’s (14) session of, the National | 
| Association of Broadcasters’ conven- 
tion and formed the Mutual Network 
Affiliates. 

No indications were given as to 
the line of action the group would 
take on the issue. 





Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, 
hadn't heard anythnig official from 
this group and that all he knew was 
that every affiliate has continued to 
take the Mutual service. 


SONG RACKS 





| 





|'they had to be careful what 


IMPORTANCE 


With one network, namely Mutual, 
available for the exploitation of its 
works, ASCAP music _ publishers 
look forward to the store-rack ar- 


culation Co. as an important outlet 


for their sheet sales. This distribu- 
tor now has 5,000 such musicsheet 
locations and it figures on adding 
2500 racks during the summe! 
months. 

An initial order for these racks 
is 15,000 copies, or three copies to a 
rack. How important the ICC’ 
service has become as a merchan- 
dising outlet is illustrated by what 
it did for the month of April. The 
ICC during that period ordered 
130,000 copies and the- returns 
amounted to 28.000 copies, which 
furnished a net sale of 80%, a pro- 


'on with BML 


portion which is far above the aver-, 


age that has heretofore prevailed in 
the sheetmusic business. 





Spitzer With Morris 





Henry M. Spitzer has joined Ed- 
win H. (Buddy) Morris’ organiza- 
tion. 


Spitzer will work in a combined 


declared Monday (19) that he | 




















| Accurate Reporti 


ing Service Changes 


To WOR (Now ASCAP) and Eight 
Subscribers (BMI) Cancel Forthwith 





Eases the Pain ' 





St. Louis, May 20. 


While attending the NAB con- 
vention Hulbert Taft, Jr., of 
WKRC, got word from his sales 
manager in Cincinnati that the 
latter had sold two hours a 
week to a local beer on the 
strength that the station would 
have ASCAP music. Taft then 
sought to get a local license for 
his station but by that time John 
G. Paine, ASCAP general man- 
ager, had entrained for New 
York. 

Taft was one of the Mutual 
stockholders that switched his 
vote to the affirmative after the 
Mutual board had _ obtained 
enough votes to approve the 
ASCAP deal. 


MBS EXPLAINS 
ASCAP FEES: 





Accurate Reporting Service last 
Tuesday (12) bowed to the wishes of 
the majority of its subscribers and 
made a drastic change of policy in 
checking the performance of popular 
music on the various networks’ New 
York stations. NBC and Columbia's 
key outlets, namely, WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC, were eliminated entirely 
from Accurate Reporting’s iistening 
posts, while WOR, New York, release 
for the Mutual Network, and which 
web has signatured a contract with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, was for the 
first time given major ranking on the 
ARC’s daily tabulations. 

The move left those interested in 
the use of BMI music on all the net- 
works without any established 
soyrce of plug checking and com- 
pilation. George Marlo, BMI 
professional manager, announced 
Thursday (15) that his organization 


' would undertake to make up for this 


deficiency by furnishing copies of 
the music logs of WEAF, WJZ and 
WABC. 

As the result of the change in 
policy Accurate Reporting Service 
lost eight accounts, each of which 
was primarily interested in obtain- 


| ing a count on the music of BMI and 





|its affiliated publishers. 


The auto- 


|matic cancellors included American 


Explanation, with mathematical | 
of how the Mutual-| 
'ASCAP contract will affect MBS | 


stations was contained in a letter | 
| which Fred Weber, Mutual general | 
sent to the network’s 


|member and affiliated outlets Mon- 
In rapid succession testimony to} day (19). 
the good works of BMI were given| unless otherwise 


Latter were advised that 
informed Mutual 


Tobacco Co. (Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade), BMI, E. B. Marks and 
Southern Music Co, 

The subscriber majority which 
prompted Accurate Reporting’s 


action represents a 100° member- 
ship in ASCAP. After the deal be- 


| tween Mutual and ASCAP had been 


consummated the ARS made a can- 


|by Father F. A. Burke, of WEW, St. | will assume that it is authorized to | V@S Of its subscribers and found that 


Niles Trammell, NBC prez; 


CBS v.p.; 


Louis; 
Mefford Runyon, 


Glade, of KSL; Samuel Resenbaum, | 


WFIL, Philadelphia; John Elmer, 
WCBM, Baltimore, a BMI director, 
and two other BMI employees, Mer- 
ritt E. Tompkins and Carl Haverlin. 


Rosenbaum’s Olio Turn 


It was a meeting also crowded | 
with emotional outbursts and vaude- 
ville reminiscence. Latter contribu- 


ition came from Samuel Rosenbaum. 
He devoted most of his quota to the} 


|Frank Tinney’s 


telling of a Yiddish dialect 

and excerpts from one of the 
routines. 
baum warned the broadcasters that 
they 
said about the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
when in such gatherings because of 
possible violations of the conspiracy, 
but that shouldn’t, he added, pre- 

vent him from urging them to carry | 


story 
late 


When asked from_ the 
whether the contract which Mutual 
signatured with ASCAP was in vio- 
lation of ASCAP’s consent decree, 
Kaye, who again mentioned the con- 
spiracy angle, stated that the only 
way he could answer that question 


was to say that BMI’s decree was 
similar to ASCAP’s and if BMI gave 
Mutual the terms it got from ASCAP 
BMI would be violating its decree 
Shortly before this Kaye, in 6utlin- 
ng the BMI rate reduction for sub- 
scribers, said that though BMI was 
making a per program plan avail- 
able he would urge that its sub- 
scribers support the BMI blanket 
license. 
‘Twilight Zone’ 
Kaye, whose announcement of 


lowered prices was greeted with 
much applause, said that the net- 
works, NBC and CBS, would go on 


| paying the same percentage as here- 
|tofore but no mention was made of 


the ectual basis for the accounting 
or whether the webs were permitted 
to deduct the ‘twilight zone,’ or the 
difference between what they col- 
lected for the hookup and what they 
paid out to their affiliates. As for 
local stations taking a blanket li- 


'cense from BMI the new rates would 


, professional and business capacity on | 


| the Mayfair and White-Smith cata- 
‘logs, both of which Morris recently 
acquired. These are separate and 


ed music under title of Campus Hop.| apart from Mercer & Morris, Inc. 


range, declared Kaye, from 1% 


to 1%% of a station’s 


| respect 


;make the required deductions wah 


Earl | ASCAP as of that date (19). 


Weber's letter points out that with 
to network commercials, 
| Mutual will deduct 3% from net pay- | 


| ments to affiliates after agency com- | 


mission, discounts, and any line and 


|service charges payable by the sta- 


| 


Rosen- | 


floor 


income. } 


Under the old deal it ren from 1% 


to 212% The per program plan 
(Continued on page 40) 


tion in connection with Mutual's 
operation. The letter’s mathematic 
illustration follows: 


‘This means that if, for ex- | 
ample, Mutual’s time sales on a | 
particular station are $1,000 for 
the month, after agency com- | 
mission and discounts, and if the | 
station pays or allows Mutual to 
deduct $900 per month for line | 
charges, Mutual will only deduct 
3% of the remaining $100, or | 
$3 for ASCAP 
network commercial 
for the month. 
‘With respect to network sus- 
taining programs Mutual only 
deducts each month the smaller | 
of the following two amounts: 
(1) One-half of the station’s one 
hour rate, or (2) three-fourths 
of the station’s monthly ASCAP 
sustaining fee for 1940, (3) if, 


license fees on 
programs 


however, the station's gross busi- 
ness for 1940 was le than $50,- 
000 Mutual will only deduct $1 
per month for network sustain- 
ing program 

‘In the case of the station used 
as an example above, the station 
has an h urly rate of $100 put 
since its 1940 ASCAP sustaining 
fee was $20 per month and since 
three-fourths of this 1940 sustain- 
ing fee is only $15 which is less 
than one-half of the station’s 
hour rate, Mutual will only de- 


duct $15 for ASCAP license fees 
on network sustaining programs 
for the month. 

‘So far as the station we have 
used as an example is con- 
cerned, therefore, Mutual will 
deduct $3 for commercial pro- 
grams and $15 for sustaining 
programs, a total of only $18 for 
license fees on all Mutual Net- 
work programs broadcast by the 
station. If you will apply this 
basis of calculation to your own 
station, you will be able to de- 
termine very quickly the total 
deduction that Mutual must 
make to cover Mutual Network 
programs on your stations.’ 


| that of ‘Dinah,’ 


an overwhelming majority was not 
interested in what was happening to 
' BMI music but it did want to know 
what tunes were being broadcast 
over Mutual’s New York affiliate. 
The majority also requested that 
WOR be taken out of the list of New 


York indie stations as far as the 
service's breakdown was concerned 
and that it be treated as a major 


| plug channel. 





CBS HAS DATE 
WITH ASCAP 


CBS is slated to meet with the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
\thors and Publishers tomorrow 
|(Thursday) for continued discussion 
of a licensing agreement, but NBC 


has apparently elected to mark time 


on the matter. No word had been 
received from that quarier by 
ASCAP up to late yesterday (Tues- 


day). 





For the past several days quite a 

nber of w r and pu her- 
membe of ASC AP | ve ‘ eir 
organization to start anti-trust and 
conspiracy suits against CBS 
ind the National Asso tion of 
3roadcasters, but the Society’s coun- 
se] has waved these suggestions asice. 
The lawyers hold that such tactics 
would be imprudent and that ASCAP 
can best gain its end by continuing 
with the orderly process of negotia- 
tion. 

‘Dinah’ Called Pirac 
inah’ Called Piracy 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Ernest Dale Brown, composer, 
filed a statutory damage suit in U. S. 
District court against G. Schirmer 
Music Stores, Inc., chargin § infringe- 
ment of copyright. 

Composer asserts he has been 


| complaining for years that the theme 


‘Lizzie,’ is the same as 
but never got any 
, financial satisfaction. ‘Lizzie’ was 
| copyrighted in 1923 and ‘Dinah’ in 


of his song, 


| 1925. 
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Factual Analysis of a ‘Factual Analysis’ 

















——— 


Washington, May 20. 

A factor contributing effectively last week to opposition 
to the Mutual-ASCAP proposal among broadcasters at St. 
Louis was a ‘factual analysis’ of the proposal which appeared 
in N.A.B. Reports for May 9. Its authors were unnamed. 

Previously, on May 1, Neville Miller, president of N.A.B. 
and BMI, had sent a telegram to all N.A.B. members advis- 
‘ing them that ‘a factual analysis is being made’ and that it 
would ‘be transmitted to stations in time to be available for 
consideration at convention.’ This telegram was published 
as the headline item in Reports for May 2, and was sent 
while Mutual was in process of transmitting the ASCAP 
proposal to its affiliates and before many of them had re- 
ceived it. 

The anonymous ‘factual analysis’ is devoted primarily to 
an ill-concealed attempt to show that the proposal, if ap- 
plied to the industry as a whole on a blanket fee basis, will 
increase the total annual cost of music (when BMI fees are 
taken into consideration). This attempt is based on pur- 
ported comparisons between the cost to the industry as a 
whole under the Mutual-ASCAP proposal and (a) the cost 
under the ASCAP 1940 licenses, and (b) the cost to certain 
classes of stations under the ASCAP proposal made in 
March, 1940. 

Such comparisons, if accurately and honestly made, are 
undoubtedly helpful to an appraisal of the Mutual-ASCAP 
proposal. They are not conclusive, of course, since the cost 
of music under the former ASCAP licenses, or under its 
1940 proposal, may have been (and in my opinion was) too 
high, either for the industry as a whole or for particular 
groups in the industry. But they do provide a sort of yard- 
stick for approximate measurements. 

The comparisons set forth in the N.A.B. ‘factual analysis,’ 
however, are certainly not accurate and, in my opinion, 
were not made in good faith. A little study reveals that a 
slight error of some $11,000,000 was made in the estimates 
used for 1940 net time sales to the disadvantage of the Mu- 
tual-ASCAP proposal, that every effort was made to con- 
ceal rather than to reveal the real figures, and that the con- 
cealment was particularly flagrant where the interests of 
the major networks were involved as against the interests 
of the independently-owned stations (including network af- 
filiates). 

For simplicity, the Mutual-ASCAP blanket fee will be as- 
sumed to be 3%, as it is for the first four years of the con- 
tract’ period. (After the first four years it becomes 34% for 
the remainder of the contract period to December 31, 1949.) 


COMPARISON WITH COST UNDER ASCAP 
1940 LICENSES 


The ‘factual analysis’ of the N.A.B. Reports declares that 
the Mutual-ASCAP blanket-fee proposal, if accepted by the 
industry as a whole, would result in a saving of only $484,- 
000 in the cost of ASCAP music. The anonymous authors 
estimate that the cost of ASCAP music to the whole indus- 
try in 1940 was $5,100,000, but do not disclose how much of 
this represents sustaining fees or how much of a remainder 
consists of fees paid on (a) national non-network and local 
time sales and (b) network payments to affiliates. They 
carefully omit to mention the fact that in 1940 and, indeed, 
ever since 1932, the networks have paid nothing on the so- 
called twilight zone, that is, the portion of the network net 
time sales which is retained by the networks and from which 
much of their profits have been derived. 

Let us scrutinize the statistics appearing in the N.A.B. 
‘factual analysis,” which are stated to be ‘according to the 
best estimates that can be made,’ and based on estimated 
1940 net times sales.’ This may best be done by first calcu- 
lating the estimates for 1940 net time sales which were used 
by the anonymous authors, and then setting side by side 
their estimates of the cost of music under the Mutual- 
ASCAP plan and my corresponding estimates af the cost of 
music under the ASCAP 1940 licenses by the simple process 
of grammar school arithmetic: 


Cost under Actual 
Mutual- saving 
ASCAP 3% Cost under under 
Amount of proposal ASCAP 1940 Mutuale 
1940 net (NAB licenses—5% ASCAP 
Class of business time sales gures) (My figures) Plan 
National non-network and 
POU. wavens <b Cdnevecess $79,133,333 $2,374,000 $3,956,065 $1,582,665 
Network Payments to 
BAe eee re 25,466, 667 764,000 1,273,335 509,335 
Total — Individual sta- 
SE Sencecevese ....$104,600,000 $3,138,000 $5,230,000 $2,092,000 
Networks (twilight zone). *34,200,000 753,000 —— 753,000 
Total ecommercial...... $138,800,000 $3,891,000 $5,230,000 $1,339,000 
Sustaining fees. eevcepos vee 725,000 725,000 > 
Total for industry......$138,800,000 $4,616,000 $5,955.090 $1,339,000 


* This is approximate. $753,000 is 3% of $25,100, to which 
must be added the deductions permitted on network receipts 








under the Mutual-ASCAP plan. My estimate of these de- 
ductions is $9,100,000, but it may be slightly more or less. 
The authors of the ‘factual analysis’ should reveal the figures 
which they actually used for these deductions. 


Thus, instead of only $484,000, the Mutual-ASCAP proposal 
actually represents a saving of $1,339,000 to the industry as 
a whole (including networks), and a saving of $2,092,000 to 
individual stations (including network affiliates), on the 
basis of the very figures used in the N.A.B. ‘factual analysis.’ 
In fact, the networks do not undergo an increase in cost of 
$753,000 (as apparently indicated in the above) since their 
M&O stations are included with individual stations and share 
in the decreases from 5% to 3%. When their decreased sus- 
taining fees are taken into consideration, as explained below, 
I doubt whether the total increased network cost will amount 
to more than $359,000 or $400,000. 


What accounts for these huge discrepancies between the 
calculations of the N.A.B. statisticians and the results ar- 
rived at by elementary arithmetic? One important cause is 
an obvious error of Over $11,000,000 in computing the 1940 
net time sales for national non-network and local business, 
and in applying the Mutual-ASCAP 3% fee to the excessive 
amount thus computed. I am told that the anonymous au- 
thors arrived at their estimates of 1940 net time sales by 
taking the FCC figures for 1939 and allowing for an increase 
of 15% in business in 1940. This would have resulted jin 
total net time sales of $128,872,004 in 1940 instead of the 
$138,000,000 assumed in the ‘factual analysis,’ and in na- 
tional non-network and local time sales of $68,034,428 in 
1940 instead of $79,133,333. When these figures are corrected, 
the Mutual-ASCAP proposal shows a saving to the industry 
as a whole of $1,145,511, consisting of a saving to independent 
stations (including network affiliates and M&O stations) of 
$1,898,211 and an increased cost to networks on the twilight 
zone of $752,700 over the zero representing their payments 
on this zone in the past. 

Dr. Hettinger has estimated that, instead of 15%, the 1940 
time sales showed an increase of 21.5% over 1939. If he is 
correct, the Mutual-ASCAP proposal represents a saving of 
even greater proportions to the independent stations (in- 
cluding network affiliates and M&O stations), and to the 
industry as a whole. 


There are other reasons why a companion based simply 
on the estimated total of $5,100,000 received by ASCAP in 
1940 is worthless. Unless the total figure is broken down 
the companion cannot take into account such variables as (a) 
the ASCAP newspaper contracts enjoyed by slightly over 40 
stations, which were much more favorable than the stand- 
ard contracts, and represented a discrimination which can- 
not be continued under the consent decree, (b) political 
broadcasts which accounted for about $2,250,000 of receipts 
in 1940 and (c) failures of stations to make payments in- 
cluding pending disputes with ASCAP over accounting. 


So far, I have assumed that the total of sustaining fees 
under the Mutual-ASCAP proposal would remain the same 
as under the ASCAP 1940 licenses. Frankly, I do not have 
access to sufficient figures to make any positive assertion. I 
note that the N.A.B. ‘factual analysis’ assumes that there is 
no increase and I feel safe in concluding that if there were 
an increase its authors would have stated so. The few 
instances I have examined tend to show that the over-all 
effect is to have the total about the same, with increases in 
some cases and decreases in others. The most notable de- 
crease is with respect to the New York key stations of NBC 
and CBS, for- which sustaining fees of $195,000 were, I am 
told, paid in 1940, and for which sustaining fees of only $43,- 
400 would be payable under the Mutual-ASCAP proposal. 
This is a saving of $151,600, which I do not believe is counter- 
balanced by increases elsewhere. I am told that other M&O 
stations will benefit from a substantial decrease. 


COMPARISON WITH COST UNDER THE 
ASCAP MARCH, 1940, PROPOSAL 


The ‘factual analysis’ reveals a painstaking effort to point 
out alleged disadvantages of the Mutual-ASCAP proposal 
when compared with the ASCAP proposal of March, 1940. 
Strangely enough, this comparison is not made on the basis 
of cost to the industry as a whole (which is carefully omitted) 
but simply with reference to two low-income groups of sta- 
tions on their non-network business. The effect of the 
March, 1940, proposal on the network business of these sta- 
tions is completely overlooked, as is also the dollars-and- 
cents effect of the proposal on all the networks and their 
affiliates. Yet it was these latter effects which led to the 
industry’s revolution against ASCAP in 1940 and to the 
formation of BMI. 

The real effect of the ASCAP March, 1940, proposal, as 
compared with the Mutual-ASCAP proposal, may be seen 


from the following (based on net time sales 15% higher than 
in 1939): 








Cost Actual 

Cost under Saving 

under ASCAP under 

Amount of Mutua March, Mutual. 

1940 net ASCA 1940, ASCAP 

Class of business time sales 3% proposal proposal proposal 
National non-network and 

OS er oer cr rere $68,034,428 $2,041,033 *$2,961,550 $920,517 
Network — Payments to 

RE 5 5a, eae as wane 26,876,154 806,285 2,015,712 1,209, 427 
Total ~ Individual sta- 

SUE 46 eSivveteeeseecs $24,9™),582 $2,847,318 $4,977,262 $2,129,944 

Networks (twilight zone). 33,961,582 752,700 2,547,119 1,794,419 

Total commercial....... $128,872,004 $3,600,018 $7,524,381 $3,924 862 

eer BOOMS iis sehees.'”  aackes 725,000 $600, 000 —125,000 

Total for industry...... $128,872,004 $4,325,018 $8,124,381 $3,799,363 





(*) Not having access to exact figures I have assumed that 
stations having annual revenue less than $50,000 (obligated 
to pay 3% under the March, 1940, proposal) accounted for 
$10,000,000 of the total net time sales, that stations having an- 
nual revenue from $50,000 to $150,000 (obligated to pay 4%) 
accounted for $24,017,214 of the total net time sales, and that 
the two classes together accounted for half of total net time 
sales in 1940. I believe these are excessively liberal esti- 
mates and that accurate figures will show a greater saving 
for the Mutual-ASCAP proposal. 

(+) The rate on this classification was 742%. 

(t) This is purely an estimate but is believed to be lib- 
eral. 

Nothing need be added to the foregoing to demonstrate 
the absurdity of the comparisons in the N.A.B. ‘factual an- 
alysis.’ The underlying fallacy is the lower rates offered to 
the low-income groups of stations in 1940 were conditioned 
on the industry’s acceptance of much higher rates on net- 
work revenue, including network payments to affiliates. 


COST OF BMI MUSIC 

Once the cost of ASCAP music under the Mutual-ASCAP 
proposal is correctly calculated, it becomes apparent that, 
contrary to the implications contained in the N.A.B. ‘factual 
analysis,’ the combined cost of ASCAP and BMI music will 
be substantially less than was the cost of ASCAP music alone 
in 1940, for the independent stations (including affiliates and 
M&O stations). This is apparent from the following tabula- 
tion, which assumes that 1940 net time sales were 15% 


higher than the FCC figures for 1939, and that the BMI 
blanket fees will range from 1 to 12/3%, as recently an- 
nounced: 


Cost Combined Cost of ASCAP , 
under and BMI 
ASCAP Mutual- Saving on 
1940 ASCAP total cost 
Class of business licenses proposal BMI Total of music 
National non-network 
and local... ........$3,401,721 $2,041,033 *$986,383 $3,027,416 $3,774,305 
Network Payments 
Co ailiated .sccccs 1,343, 808 806,285 447,936 1,254,221 89,587 
Total —- Individual 
MONSOON «ii cuiare . $4,745,529 $2,847,318 $1,434,319 $4,281,637 $463,892 
Networks — (twilight 
ey ee ee on ee ee 752,700 169,808 922,508 —922,508 
Total commercial. . $4,745,529 $3,600,618 $1,604,127 $5,204,145 —$458,616 
Sustaining fees....... 725,000 Taneee- Ovcewss 725,000 O...6.c6 
Total for industry.... $5,470,529 $4,325,018 $1,604,127 $5,929, 145 —$458,616 


—_————-- 


(*) I have made the same assumptions as those indicated 
in footnote (*) to the tabulation under the preceding head- 
ing. 

(+) This has been calculated on a straight 1 2/3%, although 
a substantial portion of the times sales involved would 
benefit from lower-percentage fees. 


The only increase in total music cost will fall on the net- 
works, and will fall on them only with respect to the twi- 
light zone on which they have escaed paying any music tax 
since 1932. The above tabulation indicates an apparent in- 
crease in the cost of music to networks of $922,508, but, for 
reasons already sufficiently stated, their increase will be 
much less, probably in the neighborhood of $520,000 to 
$570,000. 

In any event, it is clear that the unnamed authors of the 
N.A.B. ‘factual analysis’ did not care to explain that, if the 
Mutual-ASCAP proposal does entail any increase in the total 
cost of music, the increase falls entirely on the networks, 
who can well afford it, and not on the stations. For whom 
does the N.A.B. speak, and for whom does it seek to provide 
helpful information—all its members or just the networks? 


‘shackles’ of ASCAP from the broad-| if NBC eventually took out an | until the past few days.’ This ret- | they had resigned from the N.A.B. 


N A ib -BMI asting industry and produced a/}ASCAP license it would continue to! erence to Mutucl’s decision to go|and signed up with ASCAP the 
a w 2 
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‘ forming rights 
calls for 3% from low income sta- ~" 


claim that the new contracts it had| Kaye continued, the 
~from 654 stations would bring in 


Magna Charta for the struggling,| 4 rising ovation. 
embitious composer and writer. 


Kaye also painted-a dramatic pic-|utives of BMI on the ‘magnificent’ said that he had ‘never known how 





brilliantly operated and richly suc- 
cessful’ music publishing and per- 
enterprise. He 
; , : werned the broadcasters against 
tions (taking in less than $50,000 a| dropping this venture because, as he 
year) and 5% for all other stations,| put it, ASCAP may give signs of 
but with no guarantees. In making} now being a purring kitten but 
his accounting to the broadcasters they can never know when it again | 
Kaye said thet BMI had spent $1,-| will turn into.a tiger and sink its 
800,000 during the first contract year | claws’ into the broadcasters. This 
of its existence, that BMI could | bit of rhetoric got a big laugh. If, 


broadcasters 


t didn’t continue to support BMI, the 
$1,973,000 during the current year! will be ‘digging their own Bisend 


and that BMI had proved to be the/ At the finish of his speech Kaye got the representative of non-network | reading of 


lations, said that CBS likewise ulti- | 
metely hoped to have ASCAP music | 
and that his organization would sup- 


Elmer On Smalliness 


rt the furth ic mI | twice advised the delegates that | - 
po e furthér existence of BMI. |Father Burke had left a sick bed to | thes¢ outlets explained that such a 


be with them at this occasion. When | continued alliance was necessary 
Only rap taken at this meeting; shortly before the session opened | until ASCAP had been able to catch 
against Mutual came from John| BMI executive approached Father | UP With BMI on current dence mu- 
Elmer, of WCBM, Baltimore, which | Burke about speaking, the WEW op- | Sic and popularized some of its new 
was recently named an NBC-Blue| erator seid he didn’t know what to | POP tunes. 
affiliete after WFBR, of the same! Say, but he was assured that any- 
town, had quit NBC to join Mutual. | thing he said would be okay. Father | 
Elmer, who is on the BMI board as | Burke was also entrusted with the | 


| give BMI its wholehearted support.| ASCAP drew a loud chortle from | Mutualites, WGN. Chicago; WOR, 
Runyon, after adding his congratu- | the NABites. 


|New York; WFBR, Baltimore; 


Neville Miller, the N.A.B.’s pres- WCAE, Pittsburgh, and the Don en 
lident, presided at the meeting and | Network, would continue as BM 


|subscribers. Outside the convention 





Milton Rosen and Everett Carter 


the resolution which | Wrote three songs for “The Man 


Stations, since he had previously | Urged the perpetuation of BMI. This |From Montana’ at Universal. Ditties 


Trammell congratulated the exec- | been without network affiliation, | T¢solution was carried unanimously. | are ‘Cali of the Range,’ ‘The West- 
Kaye told the convention the next ern Trail’ and ‘Bananas Make Me 


ture of how BMI had struck the| job they had done and said that even small some business men can be dey (Thursday) that even though | Tough.’ 
. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Amsco Music Sales Co., Inc., Amsco Music Publishers Co., Inc., Abra- 
ham Schlager and Alexander Wise, filed one of the most complete answers 
and denials to a plagiarism suit ever seen in the N. Y. federal court, 
Thursday (15). Action is being brought by Alfredo Philipp and Marta 
Cisternas de Philipp, assignees of Osmon Perez Freire, composer of ‘Ay 
Ay Ay,’ with the claim being the defendants published the song in a book 
called ‘Let's Sing.’ 

The answer declares that there are no facts sufficient for a cause of 
action; that Freire is not the composer of the song, but that it is made up 
of melodies in the public domain; that it was sold in the Argentine with- 
out a copyright; a general denial of the infringement; that Freire assigned 
the song to others besides the plaintiffs, so they have no right to bring 
the action; that the defendants published the song in 1933 and the plain- 
tiffs by waiting eight years are guilty of laches; and lastly, others in the 
U. S. have printed the song in the last 20 years without any complaint. 








Sheet music sales of ASCAP-affiliated publishers continued at a low ebb | 


last week. ‘I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time’ (Broadway Music) 
and Paramount's ‘Dolores’ are the only ASCAP tunes represented among 
the 15 top sellers. ‘Apple Blossom,’ revival, has been aided by the An- 
drews Sisters’ recording plus their spot in the Abbott-Costello film, ‘Buck 
Privates.’ ‘Dolores,’ from ‘Las Vegas Nights,’ has also been helped by 
the pic in addition to recordings by various bands. Of the remaining 13 
numbers, six are published by independent firms affiliated with BMI, two 
by Southern, two by BMI itself, one is in the public domain and Marks 
and Schubert Music (Sesac) complete the list with one apiece. Mutual’s 
return to the ASCAP fold is too early to register any effect upon sheet 
sales. 

Suit of Harry Von Tilzer and the Harry Von Tilzer Music Publishing 
Corp. against Jerry Vogel Musie Co., Inc., Jimmy Lucas, William Dillon, 
Jack Mahoney, Jennie A. Browne Tafuri, and the estates of Howard 
Graham and Jean Harvey was placed at the head of the non-jury federal 
court calendar for trial this spring by Judge John C. Knox in the N.Y. 
federal court last week. 

Action claims the defendants are infringing on the rights to seven songs, 
music to which was written by Von Tilzer, with lyrics by some of the 
defendants. Von Tilzer claims the renewal rights, while some of the lyric 
writers have turned over their renewal rights to Vogel. 





Decca Record Co. has raised the retail price of its small electric phono- 
graph machine from $19.99 to $79.95, giving the ‘increasing cost of ma- 
terial’ as the reason, and the trade is wondering whether this presages a 
boost in the price of phonograph records. 

Company sales execs gave it as their opinion several weeks ago that 
even though the cost of shellac and packing material has gone up there 
was no intention of hiking record prices, at least for the immediate future. 





Museum of Modern Art, N. Y., at its first ‘Coffee Concert’ a couple 
weeks ago, served java provided by Joseph Martinson, head of the coffee 
concern bearing its name. Several music critics on the dailies said they 
liked the concert but the coffee was n.s.h. 

Martinson squawked that the museum was hurting his rep by preparing 
the mocha badly, whereupon he bought a pair of ducats for the second 
concert to be on hand to prepare the entr’acte refreshment himself. 

Plenty of postmorteming in Lindy’s following the ‘ASCAP Salutes 
Mutual Broadcasting System’ show, deprecating its slowness and verbosity, 
the music men within the trade being the severest critics of their own 
program. 





Lew Brown and Ray Henderson, who have their own music publishing 
firm, turned over ‘Don’t Cry, Cherie,’ which they authored, to Shapiro- 
Bernstein for a $3,000 advance. 


16TH CENTURY 
‘COPYRIGHT’ 


Toronto, May 20. 

On a charge of copyright infringe- | 
ment, the Church of England (Epis- 
copalian) in Canada, together with 
the Oxford University Press, are de- | . 
fendants in an action brought in the | 48 $20,000, with each share at $10. 
Supreme Court here by Arthur| Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin 
Downing, Toronto publisher, who | were the filing attorneys. 
seeks an injunction, the delivery to | 
him of all copies of the work in the | 
hands of defendants, destruction of | 
the printing plates, and damages of 
$25,000. 

Downing claims he holds the copy- | 
right in ‘The Office of the Holy 
Communion,’ set to music by John 
Marbecke in 1550 with modern organ 
accompaniment by Healey Willan. 
The work has been included in the | 
new Church of England hymn-book, | 
with Downing stating that Willan 
assigned all right and interest in the 
new arrangement to him (Downing). | 
The Church denies any knowledge of | 
copyright; refuses to grent that Wil- | 
lan is the owner of the ancient 16th 
Century composition; states that the 
work has never been registered at 
Ottawa under the Copyright Act. 
Judgment is being reserved. 


Stoki’s Kids Get Going 


Atlantic City, May 20. 

Some 4,000 turned out to hear the 
1941 premiere of Leopold Stokowski’s 
second All-American Youth Orches- 
tra in Convention Hall Sunday night. 
Patrons jamming the large ballroom 
Paid 50c to $3.30 for seats and | 
were as enthusiastic in reception as 
last year when idea was inaugurated 
here. 
_ Young musicians have been stay- 
ing here as guests of beachfront ho- 
tels and holding rehearsals on Steel 
Pier. Monday they left on tour of 
U. S. Caneda and Mexico, closing 
next July: with concert in Holly- 
wood BowL 





CBS Gets Music Pub 
Charter—But Only To 
Protect Use of Name’ 








Albany, May 20. 
Columbia Music Publishing Corp. 
was chartered yesterday (Monday) 
| to conduct a musie business in New 
| York. The capital stock was given 








Background 


Check on the purpose behind the 
setting up of a music corporetion by 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
disclosed yesterday (Tuesday) 
| confliction in some of the statements. 
Ralph Colin, CBS counsel, declared 
that the network had merely organ- 
ized the company to prevent any- 
one else from using the same title 
and thet CBS had no intention of 
using the corporation for an active 
publishing operation. 

Colin said that the decision to in- 
corporate the name had been pre- 
ceded by the discovery that a firm, 
known as the Columbia Music Co., 
was operating in upper Manhettan 
and that there was some confusion 
over the firm’s identity with CBS. 
His office, stated Colin, had got in 
touch with the owners of the Co- 
lumbia Music Co. and with the pay- 
ment of some money induced them 
to give up the ‘Columbia’ and as- 
sume another tag for their business. 
To avoid eny recurrence of such 
confusion it was decided, added 
Colin, to organize a dummy cor- 
poration. 

The Columbia Music Co. is owned 
by four brothers, Gilbert, Charles, 
Samuel and Irving Engelman. Gil- 
bert Engelman disputed Columbia’s 
version yesterday (Tuesday), de- 
claring that there hed been some 
dickering by CBS for the transfer of 











|ers had refused to sell the rights. 
| Gilbert said that the family publish- 


ing business has been in existence 
| for 11 years. 


— 


'the name but that he and his broth- | 


Frenesi Suit Hints But 
Does Not State Writer’s 





Leonard Whitcup, lyric writer and 
composer, filed a $25,000 suit in the 
N. Y. supreme court Monday (19) 
'against Southern Music Publishing 
Co., Peer International Corp., a sub- 
'sidiary, Promotora Hispano Ameri- 
|cana De Musica, a Mexican publish- 
‘ing house, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
Ray Charles and Samuel R. Russell. 
Whitcup is the author of the Eng- 
lish lyrics to ‘Frenesi,’ a song writ- 
ten originally in Spanish by Alberto 
Dominguez. 
| It 
| written the English lyrics and as- 
|signed them to Promo‘ 1», which 
|turned over the rights to Southern 
‘for publication in this country, the 
‘other defendants secured the ser- 
ivices of Charles and Russell, and 
j|had them write an English trans- 
lation, substantially the same as that 
‘of Whitcup. The plaintiff was to 
receive one cent per copy on sheet 
|music and 124%2% on all mechanical 
royalties, and as a result he will 
receive, and has received nothing, 
|it is claimed. Southern in the mean- 
;time has transferred its rights to 
|Peer and given certain exclusive 
rights to BMI. 

Plaintiff is a member of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers and _ hints. are 
dropped throughout the complaint 
while no direct accusation is made, 
that the cause of the switch is due 
to his membership in ASCAP. An 
injunction, accounting of profits and 
$25,000 damages are sought. 


Songwriters Must 
Give More Cause 


For Radio Suit 


\ 











The 14 songwriters, all except one 
members of ASCAP, have been 
ordered to file an amended com- 
plaint against the rest of the music 
world whom they are suing. Justice 
Denis Cohalan in the N. Y. supreme 
court last week ruled parts of the 
complaint charging violations of the 
anti-trust laws to be federal matters 
only, and not proper subjects for the 
supreme court, and also declared that 
the plaintiffs must separately state 
and number their 21 charges. 

Action is directed against Neville 
Miller, NBC, Niles Trammell, Lenox 
R. Lohr, Mark Woods, CBS, Edward 
Klauber, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
John Elmer, Walter Damm, John 
| Shepard, III, Paul Morency, Theo- 
idore C, Streibert, Sidney M. Kaye 
land Merritt E. Tompkins, and seeks 
|damages of $1,217,500, claiming that 
in 1938 the defendants entered into 
'a conspiracy to put ASCAP out of 
|business, and ruin the plaintiffs’ 
ichances of earning royalties. Some 
lof the more important charges al- 
\lege the forcing of radio stations to 
play BMI music and reject ASCAP’s, 
| the formation of BMI to secure a 
/'monopoly on the air, and alieged 
|violation of anti-trust laws. 

Plaintiffs are Frank Madden, Allan 
Flynn, Ira Schuster, Paul Cunning- 
ham, Nelson Cocane, Sammy Mysels, 
Ernie Burnett, Al Lewis, Vincent 
\Rose, Larry Stock, Jean Schwartz, 
\Stanley Adams, Guy Wood and 
|\George Whiting, with Madden the 
| only one not a member of ASCAP. 


‘AGMA SUIT AGAINST 
| PETRILLO UP MAY 29 


Suit of the American Guild of Mu- 
| sical Artists against the American 
| Federation of Musicians and _ its 
| president, James C. Petrillo, sched- 
uled for hearing this week before 
the Court of Appeals, Albany, N. Y., 
has been postponed until May 29. 
Opposing lawyers, having already 
submitted briefs, will argue the case 
at that time. 

AGMA seeks to reverse the de- 
cision of the Appellate Division, 
which refused to grant a temporary 
injunction against Petrillo and dis- 
missed AGMA’s complaint looking 
toward a court trial for a per- 
‘manent stay. Plaintiff union is try- 
|ing to restrain Petrillo from carry- 
ing out a threat of barring from 
| radio, recordings, films, etc., any in- 
'strumental soloists who refuse to 
join the AFM and resign from 
| AGMA, 

















ASCAP Link Shut Him Out 


is claimed that after having | 


Last—For Awhile—Normal Dividend’ 





KENNY ‘LIFT’ CASE 


Von Tilzer in Pre-Trial Testimony 
on ‘Little Skipper’ Allegation 








Harry Von Tilzer was examined 
before trial Monday (19) 
N. Y. federal court at the request 
of Leo Feist, Inc., whom he is suing. 


Corp. is another plaintiff, and Nick 
and Charles Kenny are defendants 
as well as Feist. 


Von Tilzer wrote ‘All Aboard for 
Blanket Bay’ in November 1910, and 


fendant Feist has been publishing 
‘Little Skipper,’ which is claimed to 
be a plagiarism of Von Tilzer’s song. 
The Kennys wrote ‘Little Skipper.’ 
An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are asked. 


ASCAP BY-LAW OKAYIN 








Members of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers will meet at the Astor hotel Mon- 


day (2 p.m.), June 2 to vote on the 
ratification of the organization’s 
amended by-laws. These changes 
are to be made for conformance 
with the terms of the Government 
consent decree, which becomes ef- 
fective June 3. 


Within a few days of that meeting 
the Society with proceed with the 
election of six new writer and five 
new publisher directors. The mailed 
ballots will have to be returned in 
15 days. The next move will be to 
call a general meeting of the mem- 
bership to announce the names of 
the successful candidates. 





in the! 


The Von Tilzer Music Publishing ' 


claims since January, 1939, the de- | 


TO CUE PRONTO VOTE 


Is Expected From ASCAP Coffers 


. 4 


American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers will prob- 
ably make a normal distribution of 
|royalties for the current quarter, 
which ends June 30. By ‘normal 
distribution’ is meant an amount 
close to what the divvy had been 
for the like quarter of the preced- 
ing year. Indications that such a 
distribution will be put through have 
already come from ASCAP officials, 
since there is now over $1,500,000 
{in the till, but the matter will not 
be decided until the June 26 meet- 
| ing of the ASCAP board. 

The royalty purse for the second 
|quarter of 1940 wes around §$1,- 
| 100.090. When ASCAP made its dis- 
tribution for the initic] ovorter of 
| this year it withheld $800000 and 
|}advised the membership that the 
$850,000 which had been issued es a 
i special dividend just bcfore the end 
of ’40 was to be considered as part 


|of the payment for the final 1940 
| quarter. 
If the proposal to pay a normal 


cut for the current quarter does go 
| through, it will be the last sizeable 
'divvy coming from ASCAP until 
;some time after it has entered into 
| agreements with NBC and Columbia 
and the vest majority of these net- 
; work affiliates. The income from 
|Mutual itself won’t become espe- 
| cially apparent until the third quar- 
| ter. 


Ted Collins’ Solo Co. 


Kate Smith states she has no in- 
terest in the new music publishing 
firm, Collwill Music, which her man- 
ager, Ted Collins, set up within the 
last two weeks. Her only connec- 
tion with it is that the firm now 
owns and publishes her net patriotic 
fave, ‘We're All Americans.’ 

Company has offices at Collins’ 








management headquarters. 
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15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending 


Music Sellers 


May 17, 1941) 





Interme2zO_ .....eeeeess 
My Sister and I ................ 
Things I Love .. 
Amapola owe 
Maria Elena 


I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time 


Do I Worry? 


Oh, Look at Me Now ................. 


Number 10 Lullaby Lane 
*Dolores (‘Las Vegas Nights’) 

Walkin’ By the River ........... 
Band Played On 
You Are My Sunshine 
South of North Carolina 
Hut Sut Song ..... 





*Filmusical. 


.Schuberth 

.. BMI 

wma Campbell 
.Marks 

Southern 


ee 


.. Broadway 
.Melody Lane 
Embassy 
Warren 
Paramount 

..BMI 
.P.D. 
Southern 
.Porgie 
.Schumann 








Band Reviews | 


/songs and background music for 











(Continued from page 38) 


Kenny Black, Gil Tharp, end Frank 
Wathen, saxes; Freddie Couch, bass. 
Adrienne is a lusty voiced young- 
ster, on the cute side, with her pipes 
reflecting the rhythmic quality of the 
band in good shape. All depart- 
ments are up to and over par, and 
the ork has capabilities of big biz 
in rooms and spots efter the youth- 
ful trade. Art. 


SAXIE DOWELL ORCHESTRA 
With Barbara Barrett 

Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 
Dence 


Alumnus and onetime 


musician with the late Hal Kemp’s! 


crew, Saxie Dowell has been waving 
the wand before his own group for 
about eight months. They’re in for 
a fortnight in the Terrace Grill of 
the hotel. Since the Grill has had 
some of the smoother bands in the 
past several months, it is easily 
noticeable that the Dowell aggrega- 
tion is not up to the par of the 
season, and there is some work to be 
done in several spots. 

There may be some explanation 
for the sub-par showing in that the 
crew has been together only eight 
months and Dowell has replaced five 
men, two recently, because of the 
draft. But there is still something 
wanting in the leader’s aim to supply 
solid, suave music for the habitues 
of this type of supper and dance spot. 

Notable tmprovement is needed in 


the vocal department. Dowell’s quot- | 
estab- | 
lished, but the straight work from | 


ing of the novelty lyrics is 
Russ Russell, baritone, and Barbara 
Barrett has to have some wrinkles 
removed. Inasmuch as the band does 
a nightly air stint via WDAF it be- 
hooves the leader to make more of 
the instrumentation than he is get- 


ting, especially from the reeds, his | 


own specialty. 

Personnel includes Nick Nicholini 
at piano; Jimmy Wilson, drums; 
Hugo Grouse, Joe Sullivan, Red 
Bilkes and Bill Motley, saxes; Bill 
DeBoise and Joe Augauini, 
pets; and Johnny Coleman, trom- 
bone, besides Russell at the bass 
fiddle, with the leader featured on 
his sax for some choruses. Quin. 


PAT SHEVLIN ORCH (7) 
Evergreen Casino, Philly 
Okay small group. They can play 


the jump-up type of swing when 
called upon, but their forte is the 
smooth, sweet brand which is well 
in keeping with the decor of the 


room in the Evergreen Casino where 
they’ve been standbys for the past 
18 months. 

It is one of the few bands in these 
sm which has a harp and is ‘even 

nown to play waltzes, which is al- 
most a lost art among onitery 
musickers these days. Shevlin, who 
leads and fingers the ivories, has 
gathered together an aggregation of 
first class musicians. A_ recent 
acquisition is Fritz Prospero, violin- 
ist, who formerly played with Ben 
Cutler, Al Donahue, Ray Noble and 
other name bands. 

Others in Shevlin’s orch are Bert 
Allen, bass; Charlie Smith, drums; 
Eddie Shaeffer, sax, and Pete 
Rubino, trumpet. Teddy Geonatti 
doubles on the harp and guitar. 

Shal, 


TINY BRADSHAW ORCH (13) 
Club Lincoln, Columbus 


After many ups and downs, Tiny | 


Bradshaw present crew is his best 
yet. Equally at home with sweet 
tunes as weil as jive, and after a few 
recording dates next month should 
be rolling on to better things. Run 
at the new Lincoln is the acid test; 
although the white patrons don’t ex- 
pect a drawing room ensemble, they 
. Still won’t dance to too Negroid jazz; 
hence versatility is a necessity. 

The maestro has always been a 
personality kid. His socko vocals 
are no less than terrific, particularly 
‘Chicken Ain’t Nothing But Bird,’ 
‘Rhythm and Bugs’ and his own 
composition, ‘Angel.’ “With years in 
the entertainment business behind 
him, Bradshaw possesses plenty of 
stage presence, pacing his band with 
finesse of a big-timer, 27d stonding 


featured | form. 


jt 


trum-| 


)} head and shoulders above the aver- | 
age stickman. 

And although Bradshaw is a show | 
himself the crew will stand inspec- 
tion. Naturally the tendency is 
toward loud brass, yet underneath is 
a seldom found smoothness, a credit 
to arranger Chippie Outcalt, second 
trombonist. Outstanding is the alto 
sax of Bobbie Plater, featured in all 
| sweet swing numbers, improvising 
| unusual figures behind the harmony. 
First trombone Jack Raggs is a 
plenty OK soloist, as are tenor Count 
Hastings and ride trumpeter Hal 
Mitchell. Hastings doubles as a 
singer when the boss is off the plat- 


Instrumentation calls for five 
brass, four reeds and three rhythm. 
Latter department needs an addi- 
ional man, probably a ‘guitar, inas- 
|much as the nine horns pull away 
i'from a solid beat on fast syncopa- 
jtion. Everything considered, how- 
ever, crew is good enough for most 
any spot using colored bands. Sans. 


} 


LANG THOMPSON ORCH (12) 
Bronze Room, Cleveland, O. 

Since opening of Hotel Cleve- 
land’s intimate room, which he put 
in the black during a tough spring 
season, Lang Thompson has been en- 
larging and gradually revamping 
style of his outfit, much to its ad- 
vantage. Recent additions in form | 
of Gordon Pettigrew, rhythm-sing- 
ing trumpeter, and Ward Kaler, 
sax, are helping Lang shift melodic 
with richer brass combos and more} 
vocal novelties. 

Although getting away from jive! 
| to achieve a danceable urbanity, his 
| boys still put a slick sock in brisk 
rhythm stuff during late sessions. 
| Nice balance in this respect ingrati- | 
ating him with young set and also| 
| the well-heeled society crowd, giv-| 
ing Bronze Room the No. 1 play in 
| town. 

Using ‘You Darling’ as his theme} 
song again, Thompson doubles on 
trumpet, accordion and second piano | 
with equal facility, particularly in 
glee club arrangements done with 
good showmanship. 





men have affably toned voices but} 


Chuck Eaton, bass, has warmest pair 
| of pipes. Pettigrew also steps out 
| of trumpet crew, consisting of Harry 
| Yoder, who is tricky in solo work; 
| Stanley Roberts and Vern Birtwell 
'to galvanize swingier ditties. Dick 
Roberts, who arranges, too, gets 
number of opportunities to display 
fine piano technique. Fu Martin, 
,zang’s brother, ‘underscores’ the 
rhythm with restrained drums. Pete 
Foster’s violin constantly featured 


in lending color to waltzes and nos-| 
talgic revivals, but this unit goes 


surprisingly light on rhumbas. Sax 
riders are Glenn Faulk, Kaler and 


Herb Teller, who keep them sweet. | 


| A new alto man, Rob Joyce, is slated 
ito join the reed battery in the next 
| week. 

| Peggy Nolan, troupe’s femme 
singer, is a pert little Irish colleen 
who can put a kick into numbers 
such as ‘MacNamara’s Band’ and 
| Kerry Dance.’ Very likely that 
| leader may add a girls’ trio to line-up 
after closing here June 11, to start 


tour with two week date at Youngs- 
town Mansion, followed by a fort- 
night at Kennywood Park in 
burgh June 30. Most significant 
| change made by Lang is signing of 
Carl Ladra, who did similar work 


to arrange Thompson tunes. 
| Pullen. 


| 


DON COLEBURN’S COMMO- 
DORES (11) 

With Eileen Ingalls 

King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 
Strictly stock and_ strictly 

western this commercial 


mid- 
is 


Coleburn, a dark, nice looking, 
moustached gent, clicks with the 
college kids’ idea of a jump number 
but can soothe their elders with 
sweet stuff in the same set. 
Arrangements by lead sax man, 
Paul Lenk, and Trumpeter Earl 
‘Pappy’ Milan lean toward brassy 
side but it forms fair background 
for the warblings of Eileen Ingalls, 
9 terchv number who's Coalehirn’s 





Everyone of the} 


Pitts- | 


| for Sammy Kaye and Blue Barron, | 
| 


outfit | 
that prides itself on its lack of style. | 


Jim Lucas Into Army 





Jim Lucas, who headed the con- 
tinuity department of Associated 
Recorded Program Service as well 
as publicity and sales promotion for 
the AMP studios and Associated 
Music Publishers, has been drafted 
into the army and his combination 
'of jobs has been taken over by Wil- 
| liam W. Rose. 

Rose was formerly with WGAR, 





Cleveland, as continuity editor, with | 


KDKA, Pittsburgh, as a producer 
land with Walker & Downing, Pitts- 
burgh ad agency. 


Music Notes 


Jack Robbins is publishing a new 
folio, ‘Tin Pan Alley Song Parade,’ 
which will contain the biggest hits 
of the past generation written by 








| outstanding American songsmiths. 





Frederick Hollander doing original 


‘Million Dollar Baby’ at Warners. 





Irving Mills, Jule Styne and Eddie 
Cherkose wrote ‘Stay Away From 
the U.S.A.’ 





Don Raye and Gene de Pzul wrote 
five songs for ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ 
at Universal. They are ‘Aloha Low- 
down,’ ‘Poi,’ ‘All For One,’ ‘We'll 


| Have a Lot of Fun’ and ‘Moonlight 


in Hawaii.’ 





Ray Whitley cleffed four numbers 
which he will sing in ‘Dude Cowboy’ 
at RKO. 





William Troyer joined Metro mu- 
sic staff as pianist, arranger and 
vocal coach, 





Al Sherman’s war song, ‘Carry On, 
Old England,’ has been adopted as 
official ditty of British-American 
Ambulance Corps. 





Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl are 


cleffing ditties for ‘Minstrel Days’ at ! 


Warners. 





Leo Robin end Ralph Rainger as- | 


signed to write songs for ‘Cadet Girl’ 
at 20th-Fox. 

Saul Chaplin and Sam Cahn 
turned in two of the five song num- 
bers they are writing for “The Girl 
from Panama’ at Columbia. 

Hy Heath, John Lange, and Lou 
Porter sold their song, ‘Get Along 
Little Doggie with a Boogie Woogie 
Beat’ to KB productions. 





LL . 


Network Plugs 


— 








(Accurate Reporting Service, Inc. (Martin Alexander), which 
‘logs the radio plugs for the New York music men, explained jy 4 
curt footnote last week that industry pressure, with ASC.A\p 
now back on WOR-Mutual, forced A. R. S. to cease its CBS 
'and NBC listening posts. Instead, A. R. S. clocks the plugs on 
‘WOR, plus these three independent New York stations 
WNEW, WMCA and WHN, which, too, are ASCAP-licensed. 
Thus cut out are BMI and its affiliated non-ASCAP firms 
which have been getting the major play over NBC’s Red and 
Blue networks and CBS and, of course, also Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System until MBS made its deal with ASCAP last week. 
BMI will utilize the master logs of the other three webs for its 
own private check and will endeavor to make available to 
| Vartety, for publication, that information. Meantime, the plug 
breakdown in this week’s paper is perforce limited to Accurate 
| Reporting Service’s MBS clocking. No cognizance is taken of 
the three indies by Variety because of the limited scope. In- 
| cidentally, Accurate also starts its listening post now at 5 p.m, 
until 2 a.m., and isn’t clocking the daytime programs as here- 
_tofore, excepting Sat.-Sun. However, it explains all this is a 
temporary routine. This log embraces Tuesday (13) to Sunday 





























' (18) inclusive.) 
ITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Dolores. ~.*Las Vegas Nights ...............cee0: Paramount ......... 7 
NN POs 54k > $5 8 4GaKS 64 oo 00.0 04.00 G0 tgs even Campbell ....... ¥ 
Ee BHO DOW POPU, voici ececs ccsescceeeneves Chappell 6 
SE OE NO gna cc's dr'ka es bec e's.s uey'enenaee Shapiro .. 6 
se vol ss. anlemes soa eb 6 bac deena ee 6 
666 Re renee iis Koa Ranecr sd vinsekeee eens oo 5 
Ry I re ee Oe an re eer a ee 5 
I Nad Se a avelaleiay Wicca Gekko he wet ..Republic ........... 4 
MG, Me COS oh obo se bee i's. o ba ods Maweeee eS! 4 
GONE Ts PUNT IOR, aio ood cess bcd sciceessds ee 4 
I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time......Broadway .......... 4 
eg rr .+». Embassy 4 
Se Se, I on ns ca ork wes be nee cn a6 CaaET a 4 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night............ eee 4 
GR | RS aa el er ae Pa coe MMUIBNIS anki c ce ces 4 
You Stepped Out of a Dream...*Ziegfeld Girl....Feist ............... 4 

* Filmusical excerpt. 
| Hoagland, replacing Douglas Run- 
| yon, called to California by illness 
On the Upbeat | of his mother. 
| 

Mario Merin out of E] Chico, 
(Continued from page 38) Beggin an Magy * gages Phan at 
hacen ‘ — . Holyoke, ass., with Ramona 
ad WIAS a eee a band replacing him in Pitt. 


replacing Bill Eichler, who left town | 


| with Everett Hoagland outfit. iiiihitinds Minuit i 

|} Merry-Go-Round, for 

| Johnny Messner opens two-week | three more weeks, after which outfit 

|stand at Kennywood Park, Pitts-| goes to Totem Lodge, Averill Park, 
burgh, Friday (23) on heels of Bob| N.Y., for the summer. 

| Chester's 10-day stay there. | 





renewed 
Pittsburgh, 








Mutual network gets privilege of 





| Jack Connors, drums, from Milt| putting lines into Monte Proser’s 
| Herth, replaces Ralph Herrel with | Dance Carnival which opens at Mad- 
Matty Malneck at Rainbow Room,  '8on Square Garden, N. Y., May 30. 





Don Raye and Gene de Paul cleff-| N. Y. Opening bands are Benny Goodman, 
ing eight songs for ‘San Antonio | sc a | Charlie Barnet, Larry Clinton. 
Rose’ at Universal. ° Jack Teagarden and Bing Crosby 

—_—— to record together with Teagarden’s Al Donahue band re-signed by 

Dr. Richard Hageman composing! band backing. Date to be made on Columbia Records for another two 

an original score and two new songs} Coast. | years. Outfit cuts for Okeh label. 


| 


| for Frank Lloyd’s picture, ‘I, James | 
Lewis,’ at Universal. 

Victor Schertzinger renewed the 
copyright on the song, ‘Marcheta,’ 
which he wrote in 1915. 


{ 








‘Hello, Mommy,’ based on the | 
trans-Atlantic broadcasts of British 
youngsters in America to their par- | 
ents in England, is now a song by | 
Lee David (words and music) pub- | 
lished by Mayfair. 


| 
} ee 
| 


Bobby Dolan writing a new ar- 
rangement of ‘St. Louis Blues’ for 


the Paramount picture, ‘Birth of the 
Blues.’ 


| W. Frank Harling completed the | 


| 


|musical score for ‘Adventure in 
Washington.’ 
Gene de Paul and Don Raye as- 


signed to cleff eight songs for ‘Hel- 
zapoppin’ at Universal. 

wife. Uniformed in naval attire, the 
gang makes no other attempt to be 
nautical. There are no novelties ex- 
cept oldies and they 
| play straight to the end. 

Best combo are the Three Top- 
kicks, Pianist Virgil Gross, Miss In- 
galls and Milan, who do a neat mike 
stint with semi-scat numbers. Real 
dirt is dished by Stuff Humphrey, of 
the brass staff, whom the young- 
sters really like. 

Coleburn has had the outfit for | 
five years and is just returning to 
this territory after a winter in Ama- 
rillo, Texas, where, incidentally he 
picked up one of his feature num- 
bers, ‘Amarillo.’ 

Beside those named, the crew has 
Jim Puryear and Leonard Leeds on | 
sax, Irvin Day on trumpet, Ernie | 
Laborde on drums, and Al Hammer | 
on bass. When the reeds are light | 
for any arrangement, Coleburn 
helps out from in front. 

Miss Ingalls and Coleburn pair 
nicely before the band with kid- 
ding. Outfit measures for that just- 
better-than-average class. Art. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Max Tiff, trumpet, last with Paul 


Whitemen, joins Duke Daly band at 
Playland, Rye Beach, N. Y. 


Jerry Borchard, trombone, left 


| Frankie Masters at Taft hotel, N. Y., 


to join WMCA, N. Y., studio band. 





Ben Bernie and Shep Fields bands 





booked for two-week stretch at 
Madison Square Garden (N. Y.) 
Dance Carnival, opening June 12. 

Jack Torchin, sax, shifts from | 
Joey Kearns’ WCAU, Phila., house 
band to Bob Chester. 

McFarland Twins open Jones 
Beach, L. I., N. Y., band season 


June 28, stay a week, are replaced 


|for fours weeks by Guy Lombardo, | 


opening July 3, then return for re- 
mainder of summer. 

Les Brown gets first Brozedway 
theatre date. Opens Strand tleatre 
June 6 for two weeks. 

Charlie Barnet will 
band from Chicago to N. Y. to be 
on time for opening of Madison 
Square Garden opening May 30. He’s 
currently et Sherman hotel. 


fly his entire 





Bobby Byrne making three 
changes. Don Rupertsburg, trom- 
bone, in place of Russ Brown: Bob 
Burnet, trumpet, replecing Bobby 
Guyer; Dick Skinner, who was his 
arranger, vice Joe Gibbons on guitar. 





Max Tarshis and his Four Aces 
out of Hotel Henry’s Silver Grill, 
Pittsburgh, and into city’s newest 
restaurant, the Trelon, with Stan 
Rucker foursome, from Hotel Oliver 
in South Bend, replacing Tarshis at 
Henry. 





Bill Eichler, sax, has left Benny 
Burton’s dance and WJAS. staff 
band, Pittsburgh, to join Everett 





Ann Bishop, once known as Betty 
Ann Simms while with George Duffy 
| band, will be Duke Daly’s vocalist 
when latter opens for summer at 
Playland, Rye Beach, N. Y. 





Carl Hoff’s start for summer at 
Blue Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., de- 
ferred from Thursday (16) to May 
23. 





for 
N. 


dated 
theatre, 


two 
Y. 


| Cab Calloway 
weeks at Strand 
opening July 4. 





Mike Reilly enlarges his band to 
|12 men, himself, and girl for Sea 
Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J., date which 
starts June 1. He’s in for four 
weeks. 





Teddy Wilson combo replaces John 
Kirby’s at Cafe Society, N. Y., June 
| 2. Kirby returns in Sept. 

Mohawk Mills Park, Amsterdam, 
N. Y., playing name bands on Sun- 
day evenings. 





Sally Romine now singing with 
Fausto Curbelo band at Statler ho- 
tel, Detroit. 





a 


Richard Himber’s orchestra play- 








ing in ‘Melody Masters’ shorts at 
Warners. 
Chuck Foster continues at the 


Biltmore Bowl, Los Angeles, through 
September, rounding out a full year. 





Jay Whidden, back after three 
years in Australia, organizing a new 
orchestra in Hollywood. 





Red Nichols. orchestra, which 
opened May 16 at the New Casino 
Ballroom, Walled Lake, Mich., set 
for a month. It marks a new policy 
at the bellroom near Detroit with 
— around dancing except Mon- 
ays. 





| 
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~  AGVA IN A SPOT 


Satellites of Ralph Whitehead, whose management of the 
American Federation of Actors was thorou hly discredited, 
are making a determined effort to re-inject him Into actor union- 
jsm. ‘Their chief weapon is a poisonous attack on the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists and its present administration by 
the Associated Actors & Artistes of America, 





Some part of the accusations against AGVA and the Four 
A’s is unfortunately true, but perhaps this will awaken the 
parent organization and those administering its comparatively 


new affiliate that the muddling of AGVA’s affairs must stop. 
A variety’s performer’s union is anaes a sound idea, but its 
governing heads must be just as sound if it is to survive. 





Chief mistake of the Four A’s was the appointment of a pro- 
incapable executive 


of completely 
There were six in all, 
C1O-incubdted Hoyt 


cession 
AGVA. 
finally 
AGV 


Since Haddock’s dismissal, part of a new national board has 
been elected, with its first meeting scheduled for early June, 
when it will fill out its roster of 45 and hand-pick a new na- 
tional executive secretary. On the choice of the latter will 


depend the future of AGVA. 


It’s doubtful that AGVA can survive another mistake like 
It’s doubtful also whether AGVA can long survive 
the current dissension among its out-of-town branches, few of 
which are cooperating 100% with the national office. 


Haddock. 


take a strong man, well versed 


tion, to tie up all the loose threads. 


AGVA must find and appoint such an executive head—and 


then the Four A’s should give 


and less‘meddling than it has given the variety actors union in 


the past. 


A’s spirit by permitting C 
to run amok in the organization’s higher offices, 


secretaries for 
each progressively worse, until 
*Haddock virtually wrecked 
ommunists and fellow-travelers 


It will 
in the theatre and in organiza- 


him more eoncrete cooperation 





Springfield (Mass.) Daily Charges 
Marcus Unit Patsy of Mayor's Grudge 








Springfield, Mass., May 20. 

Beatrice A. Marcus, 38, wife of 
A. B. Marcus, was acquitted in 
district court here Wednesday (14) 
of a charge of managing an indecent 
show. Court found that the man- 
agement of the ‘Continental Revue’ 
and ‘La Vie Paree’ units appearing 
at Court Square here (8-14) was 
not hers but her husband’s. He 
was not present. Bernice T. Tassin, 
25, gilded dancer in the unit, was 
found guilty of a charge of partici- 
pating in an indecent show and her 
ease was continued from day to day. 

Fred A. Marshall, theatre manager, 
who was charged with permitting 
dancing on the stage on Sunday, 
contrary to Massachusetts laws, was 
found guilty and fined $50. Judge 
William J. Granfield heard all three 
eases. 

The Springfield Free Press, weekly 
for which Judge Granfield in his pri- 
vate capacity as attorney has served 
as counsel, ‘revealed’ in its issue of 
Saturday (17) that the reason ‘there 
was so much ‘moral’’ stir about the 
recent showing of the stage play 
‘Tobacco Road’ and ‘why the Mar- 
e¢us stage show playing at the same 
theatre was sabotaged by police... 
springs from a grudge which Mayor 

utnam holds against the manage- 
ment of the Court Square show- 
place.” Daily asserted the ‘grudge’ 
ig based on the fact that ‘Daniel 

. Maloney, protege of Mayor Put- 
ham and executive secretary of the 


Playgoers’ League, had been dicker- | 


ing with a N. Y. agency in an effort 
to bring ‘Tobacco Road’ to Spring- 
field as a League offering.’ When 
E. M. Loew of Boston, operator of 


Court Square, brought the play here | 


Mayor Putnam considered it a 


‘swore vengeance.’ 


Ted Lewis, Sophie Click 





Big in Frisco’s Bal Tab 





San Francisco, May 20. 

Ted Lewis and Sophie Tucker have 
put the Bal Tabarin back in the big- 
coin class among the town’s night 
spots. Lewis picked off $4,700 week- 
ly for his outfit over a three-week 
stretch, and la Tucker is duplicating 
the success. 

In her first two weeks she took 
down for herself $2,500 each stanza 
on a deal calling for 25% of the gross 
biz. She’s due in Los Angeles (28) 
to open a week at the Orpheum. 


7% 
+ 


CARNY ASSN. 


K. C. Hotel’s Shows 


Kanses City, May 20. 

Hotel Phillips is going in strongly 
for entertainment as the attraction 
for its recently enlarged Tropics 
cocktail Jounge. Room opened bat. 
urday (17) with lineup of talent in- 
cluding Les Mardall, tenor; Reed 
Sisters, vocal trio; Ruth Royal and 
Bob Jones as Hammond-piano duo, 
end Sonia Zaranoff with her talking 
teakettle. 

This rogter in thg upstairs room 
is ‘in coe to Albertg Bird and 
Jacqueline Panette in the Cabana 
Room. 








Fisher Booking A. C’s 
Million Dollar Pier 


The Arthur Fisher office, New 
York, has replaced Fanchon & 
Marco as booker for the Hippodrome 
at George Hamid’s Million Dollar 





summer. 


The Hipp, whose opening bill 


off June 28. 


Det. Natives Stil 
Ask Vaude; Only 
_ Nabes Respond 


Detroit, Mey 20. 

Although vaudeville still is only 
an intermittent adjunct to the pic- 
ture bills in the Detroit major 
houses, and out entirely in the sum- 
mertime, it continues to show in- 
creased strength here in the neigh- 
borhood houses. Meanwhile, citizens 
continue to write letters to the edi- 
tor wanting to know why a city with 
an urban population of upward of 
2,000,000 people can’t have one major 
house devoted to vaudeville. 


Both the Michigan end Fox, which 
alternated on stage shows, averaging 
about one each three weeks in the 
past season, pulled down healthy 
grosses with such shows. However, 
their point is that houses of 4,000 
and 5,000 seats can’t hold up under 
a steady procession of the current 
type of vaude end can only do biz 
with the big names, bands or indi- 
viduals (frequently both). 

Detroit, devoid entirely of vaude- 
ville for a long spell, is continuing to 
get it in a lesser fashion out of the 
loop area, but with plenty of satis- 








Pier, Atlantic City, for the coming | 


hasn’t been completed as yet, tees | 


Whitehead Adherents in N.Y. and SF. 
In AGVA Attack: Taylor-Lane Head 
Betterment’ Group; Evans Slugged 


Sos IN WASHINGTON | A virulent ettack against the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists 
Two Theatres Rush Substitutes to has been launched in New York and 











Earle for Delayed Act 
Washington, May 20. 

Vaude bill at WB’s Earle theatre 
here was really a variety show open- 
ing day (Friday). When Wesson 
Brothers (2) failed to arrive from 
Detroit for the opening show, Earle 
rushed an SOS to Loew’s Capitol, 
rival presentation house, bringing 
Don Rice, who is playing there, to 
fill the Wesson spot. Rice couldn’t 
double again, however, so next SOS 
went to Hippodrome in Baltimore. 
From there, sped by police motor- 
cycle escort, came Al Gordon and 
his Racketeers to fill spot in second 
show. Wessons arrived in time for 
the third performance. 

Scheduled to plane in from De- 
troit, they had been grounded there. 
Discovering train trip required 18 
hours, they borrowed a car from a 
Detroit friend and made Washington 
in one 12-hour jump. 


Traver's L.A. Job 
May Upset AGVA | 
Peace’ in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
that Lee Traver, ousted 











News 





faction for the nabe type of house 
Close to the loop area is the Colonial, | 
which has had success with :stzge | 
shows and was instrumental in 
bringing it back into the Fox and 
Michigan. The Colonial continues to 
roll along, currently offering the | 
Bowes Amateurs. 

Wisper & Wetsman’s Harper for | 
more than a year now has been get- | 
ting good results by offering five acts | 
with its double bill. The success here | 
has brought another house in the | 
same section, United Detroit’s Vogue, | 
in the veude field. Numerous other | 
nabes burnish up their weekend bills 
with stage shows. 
| 


Int. Revenue Agents Grab _ 
Philly Spot; FBI Hunting | 
Bank Embezzler - Angel 





May 20. 


TL. 1 o.9 = ta 
Philadelphiz ’ 





| 


WARNS AGVA 





Chicago, May 20. 
Following the awarding of the 
contract for the Springfield (IIl.) 





| State Fair to the Johnny J. Jones | 


| Shows, the four members of the} 
American Carnival Assn., the Royal | 
American, HMennies Bros., Rubin &| 
|Cherry and Beckmann & Gerety, 
| have threatened to pull out of its! 
| alliance with the outdoors division 


In a surprise raid early Satur- 
day (17), agents of the U. S. De- 
partment of Internal Revenue seized 
Smitty’s, popular 
Lancaster, Pa., for alleged non-pay- 
ment of Federel taxes. The agents 
grabbed the cash register, con- 
fiscated receipts totaling $800 and 
attached the fixtures and liquor. 


The raid was made while F.B.I. 
men were checking into the strange | 
disappearance of William D. Sahm, | 
Jr., Lencaster bank bookkeeper who 
was reputed to be a silent partner 
in the spot. Police said Sahm had 


roadhouse near 


lof the American Guild of Variety| put a large chunk of coin in the 
Artists. | place recently. It is operated by 
Four outfits claim that the AGVA | Buford Smith. 


to grab off the juicy contract in spite 


of the fact that the Association has| 


been a booster of AGVA since its 


; | inception and, more than any other | 
steal,’ the Free Press charged, and | 


group, has done much to further the 


val field. 

There are also allegations of much 
wire-pulling by influential persons 
in the American Federation of La- 
bor in Washington to put J. J. Jones 
in on the Springfield contract. 


Jay Emanuel May Use 
Vaude in Reading, Pa. 








Astor, Reading, Pa., on lease. 

His tentative plans call for a vaud- 
film policy starting in the fall and 
he has asked Eddie Sherman, N. Y. 
booker, to line up stage possibili- 
ties. 





offices in New York permitted Jones | 


interests of the union in the carni-| 


Jay Emanuel has taken over a 


Schm. who earned $30 a week at 


| the Northern Bank & Trust Com- 
pany, Lancaster, had a reputation 
as a heavy gambler and night club 
playboy. He disappeared when | 
bank examiners errived to check 
his books last week (13). His pecu-| 


lations may total $75,000, bank offi- 
cials said. 

G-Men questioned Effie Scatter- 
good, a dancer at the Ben Frank- 
lin hotel here, with whom Sahm |} 
was friendly, in an effort to find a | 
clue to his whereabouts. Miss 
Seattergood was released when | 
police were satisfied she didn’t know 
Sahm’s whereabouts. 

Federal men last 
| the property to Smitty after he paid 
ithe sum owed Government. 





night returned 





| 
Bill Hall’s band wil! open Hunt’s 


Million Dollar Pier, Wildwood, N. J., | 
| Memorial Day. The next day, May 
| 31, will find Woody Herman at the 
| spot. 


| executive 
|local of the American Guild of Va- 


‘as head of the Los Angeles office, 


|AGVA and Tom Kelly’s United En- 


|of $65,000 are asked. 
‘claims stated that Bernie had failed 


secretary of the Philly 
riety Artists, has rejoined the union 
may upset the peace treaty between 


tertainment Assn. 

Kelly, Traver’s predecessor who 
was bounced over a squabble anent 
‘Communist-influence,’ hinted that 
he may again renew his fight if he 
found that ‘the Reds were still in the 
saddle. Kelly has charged that 
Traver was part of the ‘Communist- 
tainted clique,’ headed by ex-na- 
tional secretary Hoyt C. Haddock. 

‘I'm going to watch the situation 
carefully,’ said Kelly. ‘As long as 
they keep out the subversive ele- 
ments I’m willing to go along with 
AGVA. But I won’t stand for Philly 


| San Francisco by adherents of Ralph 
| Whitehead, whose management of 

the American Federation of Actors, 
| as its executive secretary, was s0 
| discredited thet the organization’s 
| franchise from the Associated Ac- 
| tors & Artistes of America was re- 
| voked. 

The campaign in N. Y,. is being 
managed by Lou Taylor, nitery 
m.¢c., as chairman, and Murray Lane, 
vice-chairman, of e group calling 
itself the Variety Actors Betterment 
Committee. Hardly by coincidence, 
the VABC is making its headquar- 
ters in the same building on Broad- 
way that still houses Whitehead’s of- 
fice. It’s also recalled that Murray 
Lane wes on the AFA’s payroll as 
a business agent in Los Angeles. 

Frisco group has virtually the 
same title, billing itself the San 
Francisco Actors’ Betterment Com- 
mittee, and is chairmanned by a 
Stephen J. Sheperd. Very active in 
this setup is Buddy O’Brien, who 
was also on the AFA's payroll dur- 
ing the Whitehead regime. Thet 
both groups have adopted the Ac- 
tors Betterment Committee phrase 
in their titles is synonomous with 
Whitehead’s own start in actor- 
unionism, the initial title of the AFA 
having been the Actors Betterment 
Committee. 

Pamphleteering 

In both Frisco and N. Y., start of 
the campaign against AGVA was the 
distribution of pemphlets attacking 
the administration of the variety 
performers’ union by the Four A’s. 
Pamphlets mainly reprint stories 
from trade papers (not Variety), 
one of which was mentioned in testi- 
mony in the Four A’s hearing of 
charges against Whitehead. It was 
brought out that = member of the 
staff of that particular trade paper 
had also been on the payroll of the 

(Continued on page 45) 


HEAT KAYOES 
VAUDE UNITS 


Chicago, May 20. 














performers being taken advantage of ; 
by any of these parlor pinks.’ 

Kelly made it clear that he didn’t | 
associate Dick Mayo, present AGVA 
local secretary, with the ‘Reds.’ In 
the meantime Kelly said he would 
remain inactive in union affairs and 
take charge of his wife’s interest in 
the C-Bar-C Ranch, an amusement 
park at Elverson, Pa. 

Election of officers of the Philly 
AGVA local is scheduled for to- 
morrow (Wed.). 


| 
| 


Givot Counter-Claims Vs. 
Herman Bernie Nixed 


An answer by George Givot pilus 


a $264,300 counter-action against 
Herman Bernie was dismissed Fri- 
day (16) by Justice Carrol G. Wal- 
ter in N. Y. supreme court and 
Givot was ordered to submit to an 
examination before trial on May 22 
The defendant had failed to show 
up for a former exaMination, but the 
court accepted the explanation of a 
misunderstanding. 

Bernie claims to heve signed a 
managerial contract with Givot Nov. 
4, 1933, which the 


legedly breached in 1937. Damages 
The counter- 


to devote his best interests to man- 
eging Givot. 


MARGIE WARD’S COMEBACK 





defendant al- Cops Close Two Chi 


Hot weather and sudden sharp 
slump in theatrical business sloughed 
a mess of vaude units within the 
past two weeks. Shows had been 
going along well enough, but com- 
bination of circumstances brought 


about almost a dozen closings in 
short notice. 

Among the units which folded 
were Mike Todd’s ‘Gay New Or- 
leans,’ ‘Screwballs,’ ‘Waikiki Nights,” 
‘Maid in America,’ ‘International 
Casino Revue,’ ‘Stars Over Holly- 


| wood,’ ‘Gay 90’s,’ ‘Count Berni Vici 


Unit, Ada Leonard’s ‘All American 
Girl Revue,’ ‘You’re in the Army 
Now’ and Dave Apollon-Willie Shore 
unit. 

Todd’s ‘New Orleans’ had an espe- 


cially disastrous finale financially. 
Show folded after the Palace, Cleve- 
land, date last week, with Todd 
taking it on the chin for more than 
$3,000. He guaranteed the house the 
first $11,500 and the final gross was 
less than $14,000. 

RKO originally wanted to guaran- 
tee the unit $6,000 and a percentage, 
but Todd preferred to gamble for 
the full average over a guarantee to 


the theatre. 


Niteries for Gambling 





Chicago, May 20. 
Two niteries, the Colony and the 
Alabam; located on the near north- 





Cleveland, May 20. 
Ward, who was a pro 
until she married Bert 
Gervis, business manager for Lang 
Thompson’s orch, current at ] 
Bronze Room, is resuming 
career this week at the Greystone 


Margie 
dancer 


lars 
10CGi 


her 


| Club, in Mansfield, O., after a year’s | 


layoff. 

After a club date at Sharon, O., 
Gervis is booking her into Pitts- 
burgh’s Nixon hotel June 2 for two 
weeks. 


| side, were sloughed by the coppers 
last week. They were closed on 
orders from Mayor Edward Kelly, 
following gambling raids a couple of 
months ago. 

| Four employees of the Colony 
| Club were convicted by a jury late 
| last week on gambling charges. They 
| have asked for a new trial, and ar- 
| guments on this point will be heard 
May 238. 
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US. Talent Bookings In S.A., Despite 
All the Bally, Behind Former Seasons 





Talent bookers for South America 
aver that, so far, despite all the 
hullabaloo of hemispheric solidarity 
and Pan-American good-neighbor 
stuff, the bookings of American tal- 
ent in Brazil 
really behind former seasons. In 
other years the casinos and theatres 
in Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, et 
al., not only booked U.S. acts, but also 
imported French opera troupes and 
Continental names like Mistinguett, 
Marta Eggerth, Jan Kiepura and 
others. Thus, while it might appear 
from a few sporadic bookings that 
they’re now going overboard, this 
impression is really due to the po- 
litical emphasis and publicity rather 
than actuality. 


It’s true that $5,000 for a band like 
Eddy Duchin into the Copacabana 


casino, Rio de Janeiro, sounds like | 


fancy coin, including transportation 
by clippers, but that also includes 
the cost of eight Merriel Abbott Girls 
and another act. 


The Pan-American Ice Carnival 
that the William Morris office is 
shipping to Rio sounds fancy, be- 
cause it’s the first ice revue for 
the Latin countries, but in actuality 
the skaters cost less than a similar 
sized troupe of some other calibre. 
It’s a novelty, true, for Brazil, be- 
cause it’s the first time out. 


Clifford C. Fischer’s South Ameri- 
can activity is not unusual, because 
the international showman happens 
to know a flock of wealthy Latins 
who used to patronize his Ciro’s and 
Les Ambassadeurs, in Paris, and the 
London Casino in England, but now 
are keeping au courant with an in- 
ternational flair by financing Fisch- 
er’s provosed ‘Folies Bergeres’ tour. 


Ilona Massey to Rio 


Tlona Massey is due at the Urca 
Casino, Rio, in July, following the 
Morris agency’s ice show, which 
Truly McGee produced. It’s that 
dance-stager’s first ice effort, and 
features Guy Owen, Maribel Vinson, 
Bill and Betty Wade, Douglas Duffy, 
Alex Hurd and L’Il de Icers (7), 
featuring Jerry Frawley and Gene- 
vieve Trojan. They open May 24 for 
six weeks with options, and thence 
to B. A. 

After Miss Massey, Fischer brings 
his ‘Folies Bergeres’ to Rio, follow- 


ing which the showman will tour his | 


unit in theatres, etc. 

Fischer and MCA, in fact, were 
dickering to send the St. Regis’ ice 
show to Rio for the Urca, but instead 
of a package deal the Morris office 
merely put the top acts together 
and McGee staged it. 

Meantime the agency’s Sol Shapiro 
got back last week from a survey 
of the field. He had gone there with 
Fischer, but the latter returned to 
America ahead of him. 

What the talent bookers in New 


South American boom is a potential 
increase in the standard of living, 
due to increased Pan-U.S. trade, plus 
the general excitement that goes 
with the sundry film stars being sent 
south by the Hollywood film indus- 
try as part of the Nelson Rocke- 
feller campaign for good-neighbor 
ballyhoo. But in the main the per 
capita spending of the different pop- 
ulations is small, due to the abnor- 
mal colored and low-income earners. 





Morris Agcy.’s Spots 
Buenos Aires, May 20. 

Signing of the Ta-ba-ris, No. 1 
Buenos Aires nitery, and the Urca, 
one of the three big Rio casinos ,for 
girl shows has been completed by 
Sol Shapiro of the William Morris 
Agency. Although Morris has pre- 
viously shipped acts to S. A., Sha- 
piro’s visit was the first by a rep of 
the agency and is regarded here as 
an indication that the company in- 
tends to extend its operations on 
the continent. It’s understood Sha- 
piro has also signed some Latin tal- 
ent and like every other U. S. show- 
man to come here in the last few 
months, had his eye out for another 
Carmen Amaya. Nothing likely, 
however, although he wouldn’t say 
what he’s signatured in Brdzil. 

The Tab’s show will be made up 
of a line of six girls to be picked in 
New York for a 12-week stay and 
an option up to 24. They’ll start 
from New York in June. With them 
will go three acts, a sister team, a 
single and probably a couple. Tab 
has been running a local girl show 
and assorted acts plus talent from 
the States which comes in during 
the three-day stopover of Moore- 
McCormack New York-to-B.A. boats. 
Back in ’37, when there was more 


and Argentina are | 


| cash around, Tab had NTG's and 


| Leslie’s shows. 
days, however, when French com- 
|panies of 75 people were a regular 
| feature. 

| Ureca’s Joaquin Rolla 
;an ice show to start May 24. 
| have 14 people including six girls, 
,two comedy acts, two acrobatic acts 
land one featured name. Show will 
‘be the first icer in S. A. portable 


signed for 


| floor to carry the act is being com- | fringement not only of the name, but | 


Nothing like the old 


Will | 


Monte Proser Agrees To 
Drop Beachcomber Name 


A consent decree terminating a 





suit for an accounting of profits by | 
business | 


Cora I. Sund, doing 
as Don’s Beachcomber Hollywood 
Cafe, against the Beachcomber, Res- 


taurant, Inc., and Monte Proser, _ Freedley said that he understood |4nd dialog are Private Sol Shore, 


agreed upon Friday (16). The de- 
cree provides that the action will be 
dropped completely provided the 
N.Y. restaurant changes its name 
within 45 days. 

Plaintiff claimed copyright in- 


—— 














| 








duration. Trucks will be abandoned 
|in the fall in favor of larger shows 


| by that time. 





Army Camp Show Plan — 


Continued from page 3 








j and collaboration on ‘One Night of 


in camp theatres and field houses, | the writing 
which are expected to be completed |Coen, last a scripter at Columbia 
Permanent housing | and before that at Paramount, RKO, 


in 1934. Assisting North on 
end is Private Frankiin 


Love’ 


for live shows is not completed in | Universal and Republic. 


many camps at present. 


| Others collabing on skits, songs 


General Motors had a dozen or so| Who scripted serials for Republic 


| trucks on which it sent out puppet 
| shows and which it is willing to con- 

tribute. These carry their own 
| sound and lighting apparatus and a 
| portable tailboard stage, making 
| them ideal for the purpose. 


Following the idea proposed by 


|pleted now. Urca already has a line | unfair competition in the use of same Billy Rose a few weeks ago, Freed- 


‘of girls supplied by the Morris 
|Agency and has signed to take a} 
| complete show from Clifford Fischer | 


later in the season. 














Camp Shows ‘Err’ 


}——— Continued from page 3 


there. Maybe it was because it was 

|only the second day, and a matinee 
at that, when the writer caught the 
| performance, that it left the impres- 
| sion it did; but if they are going to 
/send around shows of a similar type 
they are going to find a steadily de- 
creasing audience. At this particu- 
lar showing the audience numbered 
only. around 100. When you take 
into consideration the fact that it 
had been advertised, by the use of 
placards, throughout the Second 
Armored Division, numbering over 
11,000 men, it is something to think 
about. We are not hard to please— 
in fact, we grasp at entertainment 
like a beggar does at crumbs; but a 
show like that one was with a fairly 
well-known orchestra (Johnny 
Hamp) as the main drawing card 
and the resultant letdown after 
viewing is going to make us darn 
careful about what we spend our 
25c on. 





Worse at Beauregard 


Here, at Beauregard, the situation 
is even worse—this camp only about 
one-tenth the size of Benning. About 
once a week there comes to the 
Recreation Hall a group that usually 
consists of one or two men and two 
or three girls. They put together 
something that abuses the word 
‘show.’ Running about 45 minutes, 
it consists of stories by the men, one 
or two songs, perhaps a dance and 
gyrations of the bumps and grind 
variety by the femmes that runs the 
gamut of anything on view at the 
reformed 42d street burlycues. The 
only feeling when it is over is that 
you were robbed of your 20c. When 
you consider the low prices—20c and 
25c—the civilian may well think, 


| bie, 





‘What do they want for that—an 
N.T.G. unit?’ What they forget is 
that the small sum is actually about 


and find a civilian who very often 


pay for entertainment! 

This week we _ are. promised 
‘Henry the artist magician, and his 
Mystery Girls.’ Whether -this will 


one-third of a buck private’s pay— | 


York do concede on the rh cy gis oro ith om. apaealiealeoal 


| 


type dishes, decorations, etc. A loss 
in excess of $250,000 was claimed by 
the plaintiff. 

Proser will call his spot the Zom- 
and meantime the successful 


Hollywood plaintiff has already 


| served notice on the other Beach- 


combers in Boston, Providence, 


Baltimore and Miami. 


Student Cutups 
And Curfew Boff 
2 Frisco Cafes 


San Francisco, May 20. 

Opening (14) of the new Joe Ten- 
ner-Lloyd Campbell Stairway to 
the Stars at Fisherman’s Wharf is 
considerably offset by fold of two 
other first-string Frisco  niteries 
this week. The veteran Royal Ha- 
waiian, opereted by Bill Ashby, and 
Lindy’s (Al Lindy), latter using 
BBB (Berman) and Ernie Heck- 
sher’s band, gave up the ghost a 
couple deys apart. [Latter no affili- 
ate of the N. Y. Lindy’s]. 


Strict enforcement of the 2 a.m. 
liquor closing law is blamed for the 
darkenings. Clamp-down is out- 
growth of the recent sensational 
cese, in which two Stanford students 
were assertedly beaten by police 
after being mistaken for vagrants 
during a night of slumming. 














New Act in Theatre 








JOHN MULHOLLAND 
Magic (2) 

7 Mins. 

Music Hall, N. Y. 


This act, as caught at the mam- 
moth Music Hall, N. Y., offers just a 
few of the more familiar magic 
tricks, with merely a Chinese cos- 
tume and setting to differentiate it 
from any one of scores of mediocre 


be any better than the previous | sleight-of-handers. Only variation of 


clambakes is a question; but where 
there is life there is hope. In short, 
while they worry over our morals, 
our morale gets the quick brushoff. 
Richard B. Sweetser, 


Private, Headquarters and Head- 


Camp Beauregard, Louisiana. 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Kenneth Thomson will remain as 
temporery administrator of the af- 
fairs of Los Angeles Local of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists despite 
opposition of several members of 
the AGVA national board. The Los 
Angeles Local not only reaffirmed 
its confidence in Thomson but elected 
his representative, Lee Travers, as 
executive secretary of the group. 

The local AGVA board at a special 
meeting denied reports from New 
York that Thomson had resigned 
and handed out the following state- 
ment: 

‘The Los Angeles Local of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists re- 
affirmed its confidence in Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretary of the 
Screen Actors Guild, as temporary 
administrator of its effairs, and 
elected Lee Travers, Mr. Thomson's 
representative, local executive sec- 





| 


Thomson Stays as AGVA Coast Head; 
Local Bd. Picks Travers as Exec Sec 


the tricks is in the rope-cutting one, 
in which Mulholland burns a long, 
narrow piece of cloth instead of cut- 
ting the rope. 

Otherwise, he opens the turn by 
bonging a Chinese gong, has his as- 
sistant and the on-stage gal gawkers 


quarters Co., 3d Armored Division, | togged in Oriental garb—and seems 


infinitesimal in the vast hall. Hobe. 








retary. Reports circulated in New 
York that Mr. Thomson had resigned 
as administrator of the Local Los 
Angeles AGVA are in error. Mr. 
Thomson will continue to advise 
with Travers and the local until 
their effairs are on an even keel, 
The AGVA local notified the na- 
tional board in New York of its ac- 
tion. 

‘Since the new administration be- 
gan its work with AGVA, revenues 
of the local have increased 100%, 
and the services to variety perform- 
ers have been augmented by the ed- 
dition of a night representative who 
is on duty from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m.’ 

Certain New York officials had 
criticized the appointment of Trav- 
ers, whom Thomson announced he 
was loaning to AGVA for 30 days. 
The local board promptly scotched 
this criticism by giving Travers the 





official office of executive secretary. 


‘ley wants to get together units con- 
sisting of several name performers 
plus some entertaining fill-ins. These 
would be sent on circuits of as many 
camps as the individuals’ time would 
permit. Freedley said he hoped 
Rose would take an active part in 
directing this phase of activities. He 
wasn’t certain why the War De- 
partment had nixed it as impracti- 
cal after Rose originally suggested 
it. 

Plan will function simultaneously 
in the east and west, Freedley de- 
clared, with Edward Arnold, prez of 
Screen Actors Guild, handling Coast 
arrangements. Hollywood  head- 
quarters will handle Texas and 
other southwest camps as well as 
those in the far west. 


Freedley was at Fort Belvoir, Va., 
and Fort Meade, Md., a couple weeks 
ago when the Ed Wynn show suf- 
fered some severe heckling from the 
troops there. He said he had learned 
a number of things which will be ap- 
plied to future shows from the un- 
fortunate occurrences, 


Many Wrong Ways to Do It 


One of the principal things learned, 
; he explained, has resulted in his 
, seeking to have the War Department 
approve the mobile performances. 
| That’s that not more than about 6,- 
1/000 boys should attend one show. 
There were some 17,000 at the out- 
| door performance at Fort Meade, 
| with the result that a large number 
couldn’t see and disturbed the 
others. Even at the Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall, N. Y., with all its facilities, 
|he pointed out, special type shows 
must be given to permit 6,000 pa- 
‘trons at one time to satisfactorily 
view the performance. With the 
trucks, entertainment can be re- 
peated two or three times in various 
camp areas to permit a smaller 
group at one time to see. 


Second thing learned, Freedley as- 
| serted, was that outdoor shows 
| should be cancelled in case of rain. 
| Fort Belvoir performance was given 
| despite the weather, with dire re- 
| sults. Another point is that shows 
| must be rehearsed, at least briefly, 
| so that the committee can control 
what’s in them. It was a lengthy 
| stay on stage by Wynn, plus the rain, 
| that brought on the heckling at Bel- 
volr, 





Eliminate Girl Line 


nation of lines of girls, Freedley 
said, as a single singer or terper 
proves equally satisfactory ard 
much easier to provide. 

With completion of adequate stage 
facilities in the fall, the producer 
declared, there will probably be a 
small charge made for shows—at 
| least equal to the 20c now paid for 
‘films in the camps. Freedley said 
| he had been informed that the Army 
|had profited by criticisms of early 
| theatre construction, such as that at 
| Fort Dix, N. J., where ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
| suffered, and had greatly improved 
' stage facilities in the later ones. In 


priated for field houses in 32 of the 
larger camps. These will have big 
floors with movable seats, other 
| seats banked up against the wall, 
like miniature Madison Square Gar- 
dens, and stages at one end. They 
can be used for either sports or the- 
atrical events. 


Plenty of Vet Showmen 
With N. J. Signal Corps 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., May 20. 

Number of Hollywoodites, pro le- 
giters, writers and musicians here 
have banded together to provide this 
home of the Army Signal Corps with 
what may be this war’s first coun- 
terpart to 1918’s famed ‘Yip, Yip, 
Yaphank.’ Production, now in re- 
hearsal, is labeled ‘Bottlenecks of 
1941.’ 
Musical revue is slated for preem 
| June 3 at Elks Hall in nearby Red 
| Bank, N. J. Producer and director 
is Private Edmund North, whose 
Hollywood writing credits include 
‘I’m Still Alive’ at RKO last year 





addition, $3,000,000 has been appro- | 


before Uncle Sam got him, and Pri- 
vate William Bloom, who was a 
member of Columbia’s New York 
story department and wrote the 
original for Col’s ‘Flight Into No- 
where’ in 1938. 

Eight original tunes have been 
turned out for ‘Bottlenecks.’ Jules 
Bricken, Shore and Bloom worked 
together on ‘Pick Up the Pieces,’ 
‘K. P.’s Lament’ and ‘Do What the 
Good Book Says.’ 

Fred Bornet, French songsmith, 
now soldiering at the Fort, will sing 
and dance in addition to contrib- 
uting two numbers written in col- 
laboration with Coen. They are 
‘Left Face-Right Face’ and ‘Squabs 
Right.’ All musical arrangements 
are being prepared by Private James 
Madison. 

Among the acts will be the sword. 
swallowing of ‘The Great Linton’— 
at least that was his billing with 
Barnum & Bailey and Sells-Floto, 
Here he’s Private Alex Linton. An- 
other member of the cast is Keith 
Douglas, who last worked for War- 
ner Bros. in “The Bride Came C. O. 
D.’ and ‘Passage From Hong Kong.’ 
Also Private Robert Richardson, 
who appeared on CBS soap operas 
before his number came up. 

Sets are being painted by the ani- 
mation artists of the Training Film 
Production Laboratory, most of 
whom have been culled by conscrip- 
tion from Disney and other Holly- 
wood cartooneries. 

This post is considerably more 
fortunate in getting production tal- 
ent than most other cantonments, as 
it is g.h.q. for the army’s film-mak- 
ing and radio activities. 





Jolson Offers Services 


Charlotte, N. C., May 20. 

Traveling shows for army camps, 
with big-name performers going 
through their paces on ‘truck stages,’ 
may soon be inaugurated with the 
cooperation of Government officials, 
Al Jolson stated while in Raleigh, 
N. C. Jolson said that he, Eddie 
Cantor, Jack Benny and others would 
give their services free for the 
shows, 

‘There is a real need for enter- 
tainment in the camps,’ the stage 
and screen star said. ‘Many of the 
boys are a long way from home, and 
such shows as are being planned will 
fill a need in their lives.’ 

Jolson stopped in North Carolina 
en route from Florida. 





‘Premiere’ Ballyhoo 
Camp Stewart, Ga., May 20. 
Carrying through all the first-night 
tradition of Broadway and Holly- 
wood, New York’s 207th Coast Ar- 





A fourth point will be the elimi- | 


tillery (anti-aircraft) regiment pre- 


|miered its musical comedy, ‘Who Is 





Leslie?’ here last night (Monday). 
Batteries of huge 800,000 candle 
power searchlights laced the sky as 
top officers and their ladies poured 
into the recreation hall for the in- 
itial performance of the week’s run. 
Public address system permitted 
each of the ‘celebs’ to ‘say a few 
words’ to the soldiers gathered about 
the entrance. 

Musical, with a cast of 40, has six 
original tunes and a ‘femme’ chorus 
of eight soldiers. Jack Friend Noble 
directed, with Donald C. Livingston, 
T. Hall Keyer 3d and John P. Lock- 
wood assisting. Noble and Well 
Lewis, son of Sinclair Lewis, au- 


| thored the comedy. 





ACTORS’ SALARIES PAID 


OUT OF AGVA-HELD BOND 





Chicago, May 20. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
office here stepped in with money 
for principals and chorus of the 
‘Maid ’n’ America’ unit when it 
closed suddenly in Dayton last week. 

Jack Irving, chief of the AGVA 
office here, paid off from bond which 
AGVA had secured from the unit 
producer. Principals received week's 
salery in full and the chorus girls 
were slated to draw down an extra 
week’s pay on an agreement made 
orally between AGVA and the pro- 
ducer. 

With units closing suddenly 





throughout the territory during the 
past few weeks, the performers see 
in the AGVA bond a final solution to 
the problem of being stranded. 











———_ amen 
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The Good Old Day 
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Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. For the passing of vaudeville 
has also made it difficult to develop reviewers who can recognize talent 
when they see it. Variety has found that out, and therefore particularly 
recommends this column to its reviewers and correspondents. 
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(Reprinted from Variety of May 20, 1921) 
PALACE, N Y. 


One of the best vaudeville shows of the season at the Palace, the cur- 
rent bill holding 10 acts, with the house sold out solidly Monday night. 
Dancing predominated in most of the turns, but the comedy and artistic 


elements were not slighted, three of the former and two ‘names’ in Adele | 


Rowland (new acts) doing a reappearance from a long musical comedy 
engagement, and Josephine Victor in the Lewis & Gordon sketch, ‘Juliet 
and Romeo,’ among the entries. 


Miss Victor closed the first half in about the classiest skit that has hit 
vaudeville in some seasons. She is a legitimate actress of reputation and 
histrionie ability, and is surrounded by a strong cast. The way the act 
went at the Palace will go a long way towards exploding the booking 
fallacy that a sketch does not make for good vaudeville, as it slows up 
the show. The spot was perfect and the act toned up the opening section 
of the bill like a spring tonic. The finish seems to be an anti-climax 
after the dressing room scene, and could probably be dropped entirely 
with the author's help. 

Just ahead of Miss Victor, the Weaver Brothers, originators of the hand- 
saw playing and other freak musical instruments, walked off with the 
first-part comedy honors. Garbed in the official regalia of the Arkansaw 
‘yokels’ they so truthfully depict, the men got a big laugh an appearance 
and mannerisms alone. The instruments clinched it, with the speech at 
the finish adding just the proper closing touch. It’s a standard comedy 
turn for vaudeville and welcome on any bill. 

Anatole Friedland in his revue held third position. 
capable, the girls all good looking and Friedland a good showman. 


but did not interfere, All of the girls can dance, with costuming up to 
the high standard that vaudeville has set for itself with this type of enter- 
tainment this season. 

After intermission Joe Jackson, who has been at the Hippodrome for 
several seasons, opened with the same act that he first showed to vaude- 
ville ages ago. The pantomimed ‘pinching’ of the comedy bicycle got 
almost as much as when first seen. The edge has been taken off the 


comedy business with the floppy cuff that always gets in his hand and | 
the dilapidated auto horn that he steps on while trying to mount, but | 


none do it quite like Jackson. The business of picking up the quarter 
has been changed, and, coupled with a new encore bit of the house darken- 
ing just as the clown pantomimes the beginning of a speech, are the only 
new touches. He went strongly. 

Miss Rowland followed and pulled down unusual returns in her song 
cycle, being presented with flowers at the conclusion. 


and .Mack, who were down next to closing. One of the Lynch party 
was so enthusiastic in his enjoyment of the Rowland turn that the artist 
thought she was being kidded. 

Pearl Regay walked off with the hit of the bill following. This girl has 
developed into one of vaudeville’s marvels. Her contortioning is so 
cleverly blended into her dancing she amazes at times. Add the personal 
charm and the grace of a gazelle and a slight mental picture is con- 
structed. Her work is as frictionless as the running of Man of War, the 
body bending and dancing riveting attention at each appearance. A sing- 
ing voice of good quality completes the cycle of talents. 
and production helped the general impression, but could be dispensed 
with if necessary. Miss Regay holds plenty. The house applauded until 
arm weary at the conclusion of her last jazz dance with the body pin- 
wheel finish. ‘ 

Miller and Mack got on at 10:40 and checked the receding dribble with 
their first number. The boys went at them fast and furious, doing exactly 
11 minutes and goaling them as usual with their low comedy and dancing. 


A little higher they would have mopped up, but it is doubtful if anything 


ahead could have held them at that late hour. 

Mme. Rialto and Co., programmed to open, closed the show. The danc- 
ing turn was sacrificed after the Regay act and had a steady walkout to 
contend with all the way. The Gellis, one of the best acrobatic turns of 
its kind, opened, with Russell and Devitt following. Con. 


THE PITCHMEN 


The First Act of Its Kind 


Presented on Any Stage 

















Acclaimed by Press, Public and Managers as Unique 
and Distinctive 


May 8 to June 4, Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans 


Opening June 26, Palmer House, Chicago 


Exclusive Management 


BERNARD BURKE 


48 WEST 48TH STREET NEW YORK 


The support is | 
One | 
or two obvious ‘plugs’ for some of the Friedland songs were noticeable, | 


Miss Rowland 
flipped a few remarks to a box on the left of the house where Joe Lynch, | 
the bantam champion, was entertaining a bunch of admirers of Miller | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, May 20. 


Top news from H. D. (‘Hank’) 
'Hearn, United Artists connection 
'stationed at Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina. He states that after he got his 
|okay from this Colony he is now 


| better than well. 
| Hubert Carlson, who did the trick 


here, packing a mess of good health 
and now in Oklahoma City. 


Sylvia Abbot, who ozoned here 
for years and years and left with an 
okay report, here for a checkup. She 
is married and anticipates an addi- 
tion to the family. 


When writing to this column for 
info please enclose a stamped return 
envelope. To Ruth Morrison, Bos- 
ton: Eddie Dowd’s right name, writer 
of the song, ‘We Met Each Other in 
a Dream,’ is Ralph Cardamone and 
is here at the Will Rogers. 


Larry Navarre, who has a connec- 
; tion at the Hotel Plymouth, N. Y., 
visited his frau, Joy Navarre, who is 
doing well at the Will Rogers. 


Not since the days when William 
Morris put on his benefit shows for 
the Saranac Lake Day Nursery has 
any artist turned them away from 
|the local theatre at $5 top. Grace 
Moore did it while giving a benefit 
|performance for the Saranac Lake 
| Study and Craft Guild. Her hus- 
| band, Valentin Parera, who is doing 
well ozoning here, stood in the 
wings and received the thrill of his 
life. 

After a two-month shutter period 
with only canned music, the Hotel 
Saranac has installed a four-piece 
band. 


Write to those who are ill. 


Whitehead Faction 


—=Continued from page 43 
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| AFA, allegedly for work on the 
AFA’s house organ. 

Conspicuous in the pamphlet dis- 
tributed in N. Y. is a complete 
| whitewash of Whitehead on the 
|front cover, which quotes a no- 
| tarized letter signed by Frank Gill- 
| more, president of the Four A’s, in 
which he states, regarding the dis- 
franchisement of the AFA, as fol- 
lows: 

‘With reference to the charges 
|against Ralph Whitehead as exec- 
utive secretary of the AFA, and the 
| decision of the Four A’s upholding 
the charges and expelling the AFA, 
the said charges and decision rested 
upon the mismanagement of the af- 
|fairs of the AFA, but it was never 
| charged that Ralph Whitehead mis- 





Threatened Stranding of wood’ 
Unit Prevented by AGVA Action 





Colored Performer Held 
In White Woman’s Death 


Buffalo, May 20. 


Carl V. Stinson, 33, unemployed 
Negro entertainer, was ordered held 
yesterday (Monday) in the fatal 
stabbing of a 32-year-old white 
woman, Marian Bojakowski, in a 
front yard in the city’s Negro sec- 
tion. Police arrested Stinson when 
he asked to see the woman’s body. 


Stinson, police said, is a singer 
and dancer, but has not worked 
lately. 


New Acts In Cafes 


ANNETTE 

Songs 

9 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Annette hails from the Coast but 
is new in Eastern cafes. She's a 
photogenic songstress, heavy on the 
s.a., reminding of Carole Lombard 
in face and manner which, coupled 
with a nice vocal style, isn’t exactly 
a handicap for any entertainer. 


She sings in a throaty, appealing 
manner which, while heretofore as- 
sociated with ‘society’ singers, is 
legit warbling in her case. A ju- 
dicious assortment of the current 
pops, with emphasis on beguines 
and Latin excerpts, further aids her 
impression. She clicks in this zany 
fun factory and would be even more 
effective in a ‘classier’ room, not 
that you’re exactly camping out in 
Leon & Eddie’s. Abel. 














THE BILLINGTONS (2) 
Dancers 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

The Billingtons are a cute boy- 
girl team, young, personable and 
fresh. They hail from the midwest 
and this is their first New York en- 
gagement. Their forte is tap step- 
ping. 

Both are highly effective on the 
hoof and on face value. He reminds 
of the Buddy Ebsen-Hal LeRoy 
schon] of Jegmania, and both click 
solidly with their energetic, well- 
routined dancing. Okay on rostru 
lor cafe floor. Abel. 


MONROE AT CEDAR GROVE 
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The jazz band | 























appropriated any funds of the AFA|. Vaughn Monroe has been booked 
for his own use or for the use of|for a short term at Meadowbrook, 
any of his associates.’ | Cedar Grove, N. J. Outfit plays two 

It is probable that this letter from | weeks for Dailey, opening June 11. 
Gillmore was part of the agreement | It is filling in remainder of a month 
that resulted in Whitehead dropping | for which Bobby Byrne had been 
| his $100.000 libel suit against heads | booked but now has to cut short 
of the Four A’s. During the Four | because of his June 9 opening at the 
A’s hearing at that time much was | Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y. 


made of the fact that the AFA pur-/} Monroe opened a three week 
chased a _ $1,700 automobile for| stretch at the Paramount theatre, 
| Whitehead, title of which passed to|N. Y., today (Wed.) his first major 


date outside of New England. 


him, and Whitehead’s large expense 
aceounts. It was also attested to that | 
several members of the AFA coun- | 
cil drew salaries. | 

Lou Taylor and Murray Lane, who| from Lausanne and Vienna, now a 
| compiled the pamphlet, also were | connection with the Will Rogers. 





Dr. Sam Splitter, a former medico |} 





Prompt action by the American 
| Guild of Variety Artists last Thurs- 
day (15) prevented the threatened 
| stranding of 20 performers in the 
cast of ‘Stars Over Hollywood,’ 
Coast-produced unit then playing its 


| closing day at the 20th Century, Buf- 
| falo. On advice from AGVA'’s Chi- 
| cago office to New York that the 
| troupe might be left high and dry, 
|AGVA sent one of its organizers, 
Leslie Litomy, to the upstate N. Y. 
city. He left N. Y. C. at 4:30 in the 
afternoon and cleared up the situ- 
ation as well as possible by 11 the 
same night. 

A call was first put through by 
| Henry Dunn, AGVA’s treasurer, to 
the manager of the theatre and the 
latter promised to hold up the unit’s 
salary until Litomy arrived. The 
manager then handed over $1,623, 
the unit’s percentage of a poor 
week’s .gross, which was not enough 
to pay off all the performers in full. 
Litomy, with the permission of the 
cast, first paid the 10 choristers their 
full salaries, $35 each, and those acts 
getting under $150 ‘also received 
their full salaries, while the higher- 
priced turns got shares and notes for 
the remainder, payable in full plus 
6% interest in 90 days, signed by 
Josephine Earl, in private life Mrs. 
Jack Pomeroy and wife of the unit’s 
producer. All told, the notes total 
around $400, with Senator Murphy 
due $162.75; Shirley Dean, $107.62; 
Frank Ross and Luz Pierre, $101.58, 
and Lester Oman, $32.25. 


When it was evident that there 
would be difficulty in getting the 
full salaries for the acts, AGVA got 
Mrs. Florence Marston, SAG’s east- 
ern rep, to contact Kenneth Thom- 
son on the Coast, where the Screen 
| Actors Guild’s executive secretary 
| notified Pomeroy that full payment 
|to the performers was mandatory. 
| Pomeroy is franchised by SAG and 
immediately informed his wife, trav- 
elling with the unit, to sign notes 
for all monies due the actors. 

Litomy, didn’t use all of the coin 
for salaries, holding out enough to 
pay the performers their r.r. fares 
back to their starting points. Thus 
six girls and two boys got their fares 
'to Los Angeles, while the remainder 
departed for N. Y. and Chicago, 








-Enken Deal for Miami 


Airliner Grows Cold 
Miami Beach, May 20. 
Negotiations between Leon Enken, 
lof Leon & Eddie’s, New York, and 
| Kitty Davis for purchase of letter’s 
|Miami Beach Airliner have cooled 
off. He’s currently here on a month’s 
vacation. 

Enken is reported to have offered 
|Miss Davis $50,000 for the spot, but 
ishe is holding out for $75,000. Also 
objects to a clause in the contract 
' which would restrain her from again 





|} operating within 50 miles of Miami. 





the major distributors on the Palace 


— a 





Beach and nearby streets. Another 
who distributed the pamphlets was \\\ : 
| Pete Wells, whose election as pres- 
| ident of AGVA’s N. Y. local was de- 
clared illegal. 

Taylor Vs. Ted Evans 

| Taylor’s support of Whitehead 
evidently goes even deeper than the 
verbal or printed form. On Friday 
(16), when he heard an actor named 
Ted Evans (Healy and) reproaching 
those undermining AGVA and cam- 
paigning for the return of the dis- 
credited Whitehead, Taylor slugged 


S 












Evans. Hymie Goldstein, agent, 
intervened and prevented further 
battling. 


Both Taylor and Lane for months 
have been petitioning William 
Green, president of the American 
Federation of Labor, to investigate 
the Four A’s management of AGVA. 
Included in their petitions has been 
requests for the return of White- 
head to the variety actors union. 
That this has had. some effect on 
Green is indicated by his recent let- 
ter read to the Four A’s and asking 
appointment of Whitehead as na- 
tional organizer for AGVA. The 
Four A’s unanimously nixed the re- 
quest. 
| Last week (17) the Four A’s, at 
a meeting, squelched reports that it 
was going to toss AGVA overboard. 
|It was reaffirmed that the Four A’s 
was solidly behind AGVA_ and 
| would make every effort to put the 
, variety performers’ organization on 
1a solid foundation. 
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ry a i : tensive coverage, and even on this AGO H 
MUSIC HALL, N.Y. |i sc Lewis and the Olver St;| STATE, N.Y. | tant? iui Gpplnge™Litewne| CHICAGO, CHI 
-— | Galli, whose singing would carry | reer og oar uae ann Chicago, May 17 
ay Anne, Roselle, Hilde Eckier, tm pgp Sen al ee ee fas | Dick Stabile Band (13), Ethel) ooo * was met with stony silence at! Eddy Duchin Orch with John 
Tong Troup , Grace Panvini, Jim 5: 


Mulholland, Ballet Corps, Glee Club, 
Rockettes, Music Hall Symphony 
Orch, Erno Rapee conducting; Devil 
and Miss Jones’ (RKO), reviewed in 
VarRIETY, April 9. 





Passable stageshow for the Hall, | 


with only fair entertainment from 
the talent, 


production. Has several dull spots 


and, at this catching, was surprising- | 


ly rough for a Music Hall presenta- 
tion. Show has a Chinese theme. 


Opening at the end of a brief 
‘overture’ by the orchestra, the first 
act is an aria from Puccini’s “Turan- 
dot,” sung. with considerable power, 
but little discernible meaning by so- 
prano Anne Roselle. She stands in- 
tentionally stiff against a vividly- 
colored drop, with a Chinese screen 
and impressionistic trees as settings. 
Turn lasts too long. 


g 
Hilda Eckler and the ballet corps | 


do a fairly elaborate Oriental rou- 
tine, which is handsomely staged. 
Use Chinese parasols and fans ef- 
fectively and the costumes are deco- 
rative. Next is the Jim Wong Group, 
standard tumbling, acrobatic, bal- 
ancing and contortion offering that 
includes unbelievably difficult 
tricks. Scores solidly, as always. 
That’s followed by a vocal number 
by coloratura Grace Panvini and 
the Glee Club, with a stunning Chi- 
nese riverfront setting. 
‘By the Yellow River’ and is kind of 
a Chinese version of the ‘Song of 
the Volga Boatman’—good enough. 
John Mulholland (New Acts) is 
next with a magic act, and the Rock- 
ettes have the finale, using a Chi- 
nese lantern theme backdrop to set 
forth a precision tap routine with a 
faint nod in a Far East direction. 
And though it scarcely seems pos- 
sible, the girls actually were a trifle 
slipshod in performance—at least for 
them. Hobe. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 16. 





but effective physical | 


It’s called | 


sisters go with apparent ease through 
a routine which includes difficult | 
head-to-head stafids. Lewis tops the 
turn with a one-hand stand on the 
head of one of the girls. Another | 
|of his stunts is carrying a partner 


Shutta, Henry Armetia, Christianis; 
‘They Dare Not Love’ (Col). 


Show ‘s somewhat under standard 
for this spot. Three of the bill's four 
turns are very good, the burden of 


head-to-head up steps, across a plat- | entertaining the customers falling on 


form, 
steps. 

Miss Galli, blonde with a voice as | 
good as her nifty figure, grabs honors | 
in audience appeal. Working through 
a few South American songs, her 
voice seems merely pleasing. Then 
' she imitates ‘Susie Green’s’ progress 
after vocal lessons’ and the voice 
seems better. When she cuts loose | 
with ‘Nightingale Sang in Berkeley | 
Square,’ she reveals a_ full-colora- | 
tura previously hidden plus dra-| 
matic ability. 
Veteran Eddie Lambert effectively | 
| clowns through an impersonation of | 
a concert pianist and music teacher | 
with the aid of a stooge vocalist. 
| Johnny Cook, who emcees, and 
| Lou Black turn in some good com- 
'edy, including a quiz in which Black 
| answers questions by playing songs 
| on his fiddle. The act is marred by 
| bad taste as it ends, however, in by- 
| play with a ‘whiskey’ bottle and an- 
other which, it is found, is on its 
way to be delivered ‘to the draft 
'board.’ The pair has a knack of 
building fun around local ‘institu- 
tions.’ 

Opera to pops in furious accordion 
| playing—occasionally not quite ac- 
|!curate—is the turn of Della and 
Bobby Del Rio. The latter’s version 
of ‘Poet and Peasant’ overture is 


best. | 
Business fair at first-show Satur- | 
day (17). Lynch. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, May 14. 
Nick Lucas, Gene Sheldon & Co. 
(2), Stan Kramer, Roy Davis, Hargar 
and Maye, Charles Kaley, House 
Orch (13), Peggy O’Neill House Line 
(12); ‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep). 








Guy Lombardo Orch (14) with 
Kenny Gardner, Carmen Lombardo, | 
Lombardo Trio; Gil Lamb, Tommy | 
Sanford, Olsen and Shirley; ‘Sis! 
Hopkins’ (Rep). 





The schmaltzy rhythm of Guy 
Lombardo’s Royal Canadians are a | 
great contrast to the brassy bands that | 
have been holding down the stand at | 
the Earle recently. But where the | 
heavy-on-the-jive boys keep the 
place jumpin’, Lombardo’s soothing 
strains tend to put this house’s usual- 
ly swing-conscious customers in a 
state of lethargy. The fact that the 
house was stuffy due to the sultry 
weather and a slipup in the air con- 
ditioning didn’t help any’ when this 
show was reviewed Friday (16) 
night. 

The Lombardos need some com- 
edy novelty being displayed by 
many of the present-day aggrega- 
tions if they want to attract the 
younger set. A sock femme chirper 
for another thing. 

Gil Lamb and his harmonica- 
playing stooge, Tommy Sanford, 
give the show some badly-needed 
lift at the closing. But Lamb, who’s 
one of the best eccentric dancers in 
the business, only gives out with a 
couple of minutes of terping, spend- 
ing the bulk of his time out front 
needling members of Lombardo’s 
crew. His imitation of a jitter- 
bug watching a stage band is a 
honey, however. Gil and Sanford 
dao their usual cornedy harmonica 
turn, with the lanky terper giving a 
rib-tickling takeoff on a guy who’s 
swallowed a mouth-organ. 

_Olsen and Shirley, the other out- 
side act, are plenty clever in a com- 
bination ballet and acro turn. 

The Lombardos are backed by a 
neat-looking backdrop depicting the 
city’s skyline. They tee off with 
‘Amapola,’ followed by ‘Oh, Look 
at Me Now,’ Kenny Gardner han- 
dling the vocalizing plenty ade- 
quately. 

The Lombardo Trio and Gardner 
collaborate in a couple of oldies, 
‘Camp Town Races,’ ‘The Band 
Played On’ and ‘Frivolous Sal.’ 

‘Intermezzo’ is right down the 
Lombardo orch’s saccharine alley, 
with the sugary ‘Time and Time 
Again’ following, this time Carmen 





Lombardo trilling. The closing med- | 


ley is the usual thing—a group of 
Lombardo recording faves. 

Biz when reviewed was not up to 
par. Shal. 


Court Sq., Springfield 


Springfield, Mass., May 17. 
Conga Revue with Ramon Tala- 
vera and Conga Dancers, Lewis and 
Oliver Sisters, Della and Bobby Del 





‘ Rio, Johnny Cook and Lou Black, 


Yola Galli, Eddie Lambert & Co,; 
‘Magic in Music’ (Par). 





The conga revue at the Court 
Square (here May 15-17) is weakest 
in the dance for which it is named, 
but gains plenty of appeal from 
other acts. The ‘real Latin-Ameri- 
can’ conga is the dish of Ramon Tal- 
avera and his trou but it’s tame 
compared to Americanized versions 
and has to fall back on its grace. 

Tops in entertainment value on the 


Gate’s lineup this week is virtually 
a parade of stag singles, with Nick 
Lucas topping. House band is back 
on the stage with Charles Kaley an- 
nouncing the acts after a week sans 
identification of performers. 

Opener, following routine by house 
line, is Stan Kramer, youngster with 
a flock of marionets. An assistant 
sets a miniature stage while he 
roams at large, followed by a spot, 
with a waltzing dummy in blue ost- 
rich plumes. Switching to the mini- 
ature platform, Kramer trots out a 
hot pianist, minstrel and drunk in 
that order, syncing them to phono- 
graph records. Novelty is using two 
dolls as audience—man in tails smok- 
ing a ciggie and a dowager wielding 
a lorgnette. Fat prima donna and a 
flourescent conga dancer close, string- 
puller bowing off to a nice hand. 


The band, augmented with a sec- 
ond piano this week, goes into ‘In- 
termezzo,’ with various solo passages 
by the boys and vocals by Kaley. 
Kaley’s arrangements usually go big 
here and this is no exception. 


Roy Davis, another single, is on 
next, also using a phonograph. Lad 
spins records by Jerry Colonna 
(‘Sonny Boy’), Cyril Smith (‘I Heard 
Three Birds’) and Bonnie Baker 
(‘You’d Be Surprised’), while he goes 
through all the motions. His timing 
is amazing and his clowning is okay. 
Too bad he doesn’t have a voice of 
his own as well, or he’d be a sensa- 
tion. Fans here like him as is, how-, 
ever, and he finally had to talk his 
way off, which is doing okay in 
’Frisco. 

Lucas follows, a spotting which 
puts him almost in the middle of 
the show. Goes right into ‘You 
Walked By’ and ‘Amapola,’ swinging 
the last chorus of the latter, then in- 
troduces his next, ‘Painting the 
Clouds With Sunshine.’ Trots to 
wings but bounces right back with 
‘Singing in the Rain’ and ‘That Great 


and down another flight of the 
| Stabile and his bandsmen. 


shoulders of ick 
His act 
takes up the major portion of the 
running time. After he finaled on 
the first night (Thursday), the house 
was sparsely tenanted, most of the 


capable 


audience having by then taken the 
air. Attendance was distinctly off 
anyhow. 


Crew, with Stabile at sax, runs to 
brasses though the musical routine 
is not too brassy. Leader and men 
do very well with ‘Intermezzo,’ 
which, Stabile says, he rates the 
most beautiful song of the year. A 
little tap dancer, Betty Jane Smith, 
works neatly but Kay Little, a trim 
songstress, is the real audience- 
pleaser. 

Miss Little, who joined the band in 
Philadelphia recently, starts with 
‘Georgia on My Mind,’ then come 
‘All of Me’ and ‘Nick the Greek,’ 
which is announced as new. Bill 
De Mayo is a_ featured mu- 
sician, soloing, too, at the mike as 
a warbler with ‘Walking By the 
River,’ a sax quintet dolling up that 
popular melody. Band numbers are 
topped with ‘Say It With Music’ and 
‘Dancing in the Dark’ 

Ethel Shutta is excellent, the well- 
appearing thrush turning in a real 
score in the second spot. Her num- 
bers have been nicely selected and 
Miss Shutta adds something with 
slight changes of lyrics. ‘Isn't That 
Like Love,’ a comedy Russian ditty, 
‘Let’s Get Away From It All’ and 
‘One of the Back Row Girls’ are her- 
best songs, most of the lyrics being 
on the lighter side. A 
Henry Armetta is back again, an 
example of what Hollywood can do 
to a character man. Armetta got 
a friendly hand from film fans out 
front but his act is unfunny to the 
average observer and certainly the 
weak spot in the bill. Routine with 
the unbilled woman the same as be- 
fore. 

The Christianis 
They’re an ace 


open cleverly. 
acrobatic combo, 
formerly standard in the circus. 
Feats are quickly accomplished, 
teeterboard leap four-high being the 
turn’s standout. Ibee. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, May 20. 
Read Sisters (3), Wesson Bras. (2), 
Marina Lord, Siggy Lane, 16 Gae 
Foster Girls; Joe Lombardi’s House 
Orch; ‘Meet John Doe’ (WB). 





Current show is an excellent ex- 
ample of Harry Anger’s knack for 
taking acts with no special name 
draw and welding them together 
into a brief and thoroughly enter- 
taining revue, mainly because he be- 
lieves in quality rather than quan- 
tity. 

This is a tuneful, fast-moving pro- 
duction, with not a dull moment 
from the overture, Rachmaninoff’s 
‘Prelude in C Sharp Minor,’ con- 
ducted By Joe Lombardi, to Roxy- 
ettes’ spectacular fan number finale. 
Roxyettes open with a rhythmic pre- 
cision number, giving way to three 
Read Sisters, harmony trio. Pretty 
and fresh-appearing, the girls score 
solidly with a group of pop hits. 

They’re followed by a definite con- 
trast in mood, the Wesson Brothers 
(2) up next. The boys click to 
smash applause with novel imitations 
of screen stars and the Roosevelts. 
Any ‘just another mimic’ attitude in 
the audience is offset by novelty of 
their presentation, one doing the 
vocal impression, the other the pan- 
tomime. © 

Finale is a lavish production num- 
ber involving Siggy Lane for song, 
the Roxyettes in an expertly done 
and clevery-lighted fan number, and 
Marina Lord, who is Marina Franca 





American Home.’ At show caught 
his reception was hearty. Answered 
the palm pounding with ‘Thanks for 
the Memory’ and bowed off. 

Gene Sheldon, who also qualifies 
as a single except for aid from a 
femme stooge in the latter part of 
| his turn, is next to closing with a 
dumb act that kept ’em chuckling. 


which pleases although he’s smooth 
enough musically to stand at least 
one full number sans laugh-inter- 
ruption. Last half in which he 
clowns around with aid of trick 
breaks from the drummer, clicks 
neatly. 


Hargar and Maye finale with a 
Viennese waltz. Male half, in cap- 
tain-of-the-guard costume, walks 
through some stuff with the house 
line prior to appearance of his part- 
ner for their waltz routine. House 
gals are decked out in snappy and 
fresh long-skirted, frilly costumes 
and the lighting, as usual, is okay. 

Biz fair at opening. Wern. 





Borrah Minnevitch and his Ras- 
cals, currently in San Francisco, 
signed for the new Earl Carroll 
nitery revue, opening in Hollywood 





| Opens solo with banjo comedy stuff | 


| when with the Ballet Russe. Whole 
| idea is built around Miss Lord, a 
skilled technician, and her dance 
wins fine response when the im- 
| mense feather ‘train’ of her costume 
opens into peacock tail effect and 
| audience realizes what a task it is to 
|dance in that outfit. The tail ap- 
| paratus is a new effect devised by 
George Golden, son of the late 
Meyer Golden, once the ace vaude 
producer, 

Whole show clocks at only 34 min- 
utes, but not a minute is wasted. 
Biz good Friday evening (16). Mac. 


NEWSREELS 


(EMBASSY, N. Y.) 





The effect of the European-manu- 
factured news headlines upon the 
U. S. is perhaps best illustrated en 
masse at the newsreel theatres. 
There’s an evident audience sobriety 
now that contrasts sharply with the 
pro and con effusiveness prior to 
hostilities, during the stalemate and 
up to the Nazis’ inundation of the 
low countries. 

Now Americans just sit back and 
absorb the pictorial news with little 
hissing or applauding. America’s 





June 4. 


preparedness campaign is given ex- 


this catching. In former times, the 
showing of Hess or Hitler, or both 
as in this compilation, made every- 
body sound like a radiator blowing 
its top. 
| Par has a scoop this week on ex- 
King Carol of Rumania and his par- 
l'amour, Mme. Lupescu, landing at 
| Bermuda. There are several posed 
shots and a few words spoken by 
the former ruler regarding his pro- 
posed residence in Cuba. is same 
reel also has the first pictures of 
concentration camps in  France— 
aptly billed as ‘Preview of Despair.’ 
Pathe’s coverage of bombed Ply- 
mouth, and Universal's and Fox’s 
shared coverage of Winston Chur- 
chill in the blitzed areas, graphically 
describe the horrors being wrought 
in England. Fox also has a shot of 
Dowager Queen Mary visiting Eng- 
lish wounded Soldiers; Universal 
shows King George and Queen Eliza- 
beth on a firing range, with the King 
testing a tommygun, and Paramount 
has one of the most interesting war 
clips in describing the growing might 
of Singapore on land and in the air. 
Aside from the usual press agent- 
inspired clips, most of the coverage 
on this side depicts America’s grow- 
ing defenses. Metro gives this good 
coverage on army parachutists anda 
regiment in training. Fox shows 
some flying fortresses in flight, 
while Pathe indicates that our coast 
guard gunners are plenty accurate as 
they shoot at a radio-piloted speed- 
boat. Fox didn’t forget Hank Green- 
berg, now a raw army rookie in 
Michigan, and Universal went down 
to Rio to show Brazil’s future naval 
officers in training. 


Ed Thorgersen, Fox newsreel’s 
sportscaster, did a bangup job on 
Whirlaway’s victory in the Preak- 
ness. It’s a corking and exciting 
coverage of the race, showing Whirl- 
away coming from far back to run 
over the field. U also did a neat job 
with a wreck of an oil train. 

Closing the bill is March of Time’s 
latest on the FBI. -It’s a graphic, 
moving exposition of another arm of 
America’s preparedness against out- 
side forces. Scho. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, May 16. 
Pinky Tomlin Orch, Betty Bennett, 
Gil and Bernice Maison, Starlets (6), 
Slim Timblin & Co., Jean Ruth; 
‘Lady from Louisiana.’ 





Back in the days when ‘Object of 
My Affections’ was being pushed 
through a loudspeaker in the Ameri- 
can Home a dozen or so times a day, 
local natives first heard of Pinky 
Tomlin. They heard more of him as 
he had his fling on commercial radio 
programs, and many of them have 
records in which his voice is fea- 
tured on the vocal of some pop tune. 
But this week is the first time that 
Hoosiers have seen him in person, 
along with his four rhythm, two 
trumpet, two trombone and three 
sax sections. 


Tomlin, himself, is a personable 
young man who looks like a come- 
dian, and if he just had some funny 
lines to speak he could add much to 
the general impression of his show 
by sprinkling in a few laughs. As it 
is, he makes no great effort to be 
funny, but contents himself with 
straight announcing. 


Down near the final curtain, he 
hits his stride when he gets con- 
fidential with the mike to sing 
‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ an original 
| Called ‘I Did It and I’m Glad,’ to 
which the audience gave mitt ap- 
proval; ‘Porter’s Love Song,’ a couple 
of novelty tunes and the inevitable 
‘Affections’ for the close. 


The orchestra plays as if it wer 
an assortment of beginning musi- 
cians, picked up at some college and 
knighted with the publicity of the 
Tomlin label. They stick strictly to 
oldtimers, being turned lose on ‘I 
Know That You Know,’ ‘Angry,’ 
‘Blue Skies’ and ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 


Betty Bennett is a band vocalist 
and does okay by ‘Walkin’ by the 





River’ and ‘Say Si Si.’ She's a 
looker. 
Gil and Bernice Maison garner 


some laughs with trained dogs and | 
a monkey. They follow the cedars! 
trend of having the dogs apparently | 
disobey commands, then following 
with some nice canine acro work. 
They’re oke for any bill. - 


Slim Timblin does his familiar col- 
ored preacher routine, getting his 
laughs from his pixilated interpreta- 
tion of Bible history. Finishes with 
a wedding ceremony, with a little 
blue material. 


Jean Ruth is current winner of 
the WFBM ‘Talent Parade’ and could 
have socked on ‘Make Believe’ with 
her full soprano if she hadn’t been 
scared at.show caught. 


The Six Starlets are apparently 
recent graduates from a stage school, 
going through three tap routines in 
unison, each counting the steps 
silently to the rhythm of their ac- 
companiment. eir numbers 
could have been staggered with bet- 
ter effect. 


Biz light at third show o 





ning 





day, Friday (16). iley. 


Drake and June Robbins, Al Bernie, 
Merriel Abbott Girls (8); ‘Great 
Broadcast’ (20th). 





Here is a unit that consists only 
of a band, a line of eight girls and 
exactly one act-—-and in the out- 
standing midwest theatre! This is 
short-changing in anybody’s lan- 
guage and can do little to enhance 
the reputation of the Eddy Duchin 
orchestra, with which this unit must 
be identified by the theatregoer. 

Here is a house which regularly 
has a line of 16 girls, yet with Du- 
chin there’s an attempt to sneak in 
with eight girls who are lost on this 
mammoth stage. The smallest cafes 
in town run with eight femmes. Not 
that these Merriel Abbott girls aren’t 
individually’ satisfactory, because 
they are. But they look pretty 
skimpy and pinch-penny. 

In order to fill out running time 
three of the line girls are asked to 
step out for some specialties. They 
are still chorus girls and as indi- 
viduals do not have the semblance 
of an act. All they can do is a few 
minutes of specialty kicking. One 
girl does a little acrobatic tumbling, 
another some very weak tap-work 
and the third some fair ballet stuff. 
But it is not variety entertainment 
for a theatre stage of any impor- 
tance. 

The only act is Al Bernie who used 
to be an impersonator, but who now 
impresses as one of the most im- 
proved acts in the business. Bernie, 
thankfully, has given up the imper- 
sonation stuff for the most part and 
now comes up with a talking act 
that’s well presented. Has a line 
of comedy chatter, much of it new 
and some of it old, but all of it 
good and solid for every category of 
audience. In between he occasion- 
ally lapses into his impersonation 
background. He shows great prom- 
ise as a comedian, and with the right 
breaks much more will be heard of 
him. 

For the rest it’s just the Duchin 
musicians doubling in brass and 
tonsils plus two vocalists, June Rob- 
bins and John Drake, neither of 
whom impresses. Duchin’s band 
singers, are just band singers, get- 
ting by on the popularity of the 
tunes rather than vocal strength. 

The maestro is jumping all over 
the stage trying to keep the show 
moving with any semblance of pace 
and finally backs to the piano for 
his standard pianalog and winds up 
with ‘Stormy Weather,’ which has 
long been identified with him. 

Business fair at the last show Fri- 
day (16). Gold. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 20. 

Martin and Allen, Bert Lynn 
Woolsey and Claire, Phil D’Rey, Eva 
and Neva Evans, Lester Harding, 
Herb Six House Orch; ‘Sis Hopkins 
(Rep). , 

Vaude is back in its own right at 
the Tower this week with a snappy 
35-minute show. It’s one of those 
rare combos where everything jells 
for swift pacing and each act meets 
with hearty customer approval. 
Film is also a b.o. natural with the 
names of Judy Canova, Bob Crosby 
and Jerry Colonna to entertain the 
family-type trade. 

Herb Six and his house orch lead 
off with a medley of ‘Rain’ songs and 
Lester Harding takes over to m.c. 
Martin and Allen are repeating their 
local appearance of about a year ago 
with their faultless handstands and 
adagio balancing. 

Deuce spot is decidedly novel, with 
Bert Lynn playing his own inven- 
tion, an electric steel guitar which is 
soon to be nucleus of an all-steel 
orchestra, While Lynn’s first love is 
the perfection and promotion of his 
line of instruments, he leaves out lit- 
tle as a performer, selling his steel 
strings in most showmanly manner. 
Lynn’s’ personalized performance 
makes the instrument not only musi- 
cal but also adept at imitations of 
airplanes, trains, whistles, and he 
climaxes act with a dramatic 
mimicry of an air raid. 

In the discoverynight winners, 12- 
year olds Eva and Neva Evans of 
Pittsburg, Kans., house is realizing 
full value entertainment. Youngsters’ 
contralto harmony is intermixed on 
‘Down Argentine Way’ with some 
clever bits of business that sell the 
song for hearty approval. By way of 
comedy, Woolsey and Claire have 
some clever comedy interpretation of 
‘Mood Indigo’ and Woolsey’s slither- 
ing, lackadaisical ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 

Harding himself has a full inning’s 
work and comes through in his 
usually acceptable manrpr in bari- 
toning ‘Do I Worry.’ In the final 4° 
he calls out Phil D’Rey to work his 
ventriloquial ability on a frizzy 
dummy, Dugan, for a nice line of 
chatter and accomplished vocal 
maneuvers. Six and the band with 
Harding vocalling close with ‘Good- 
bye Now.’ Quin. 








Roberta Louise will replace Gloria 
Hart as vocalist with the Raymond 
Scott band. Scott is rehearsing a 
new small combo from within his 
band which he calls the ‘Secret 
Seven.’ 
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New York’s Class St. Regis Roof Errs 


In No-Show Policy: 


Waldorf's Big Click 








By ABEL GREEN 


Hotel St. Regis’ Viennese Roof, 
N.Y., is making a try of its sans any 
floor show, relying merely on its 
two bands for draw, and it may 
prove a mistake. Thus far biz has 
been spotty, about averaging up 
fairly well’ not consistently. 
Owner Vincent Astor, always one 
for keeping the budgets at a mini- 
mum, hit upon ‘unsettled world con- 
ditions’ as reason for eschewing the 
usual James Mitchell Leisen revues 
which the Paramount producer-di- 
rector heretofore staged here. On 
the other hand, Astor and managing 
director Gaston Lauryssen should 
know from their success with the 
ice shows in the downstairs Iridium 
Room that even the conservative 
carriage trade that the St. Regis at- 
tracts goes for some sort of diver- 


tissement, 
Bands Okay 


Hal Saunders’ and Gus Martel’s 
(rhumba) bands, competent as they 
are, alone cannot suffice. Saunders 
and Martel shifted to the Viennese 
Roof from the Iridium, first time the 
hotel did that sort of thing. They 
dispense expert dansapation. Saund- 
ers is a particularly suave and com- 
pelling maestro with his battery of 
fiddles, putting emphasis on_ the 
Viennese waltz sets that blend so 
well with the Viennese Roof and its 
charming old-world decor. But at 
a time when even the class east side 
boites which, for so long got away 
with only dansapation, are now put- 
ting in ‘talent,’ the St. Regis may 
have to reverse its conservation pro- 
gram. 


Cugat and Strong Show 


Xavier Cugat is riding the crest of 
the Latin-American vogue by doing 
bangup biz at the Waldorf-Astoria’s 
Starlight Roof. Monday night for 
dinner saw a turnout that would ap- 
proximate a strong weekend’s busi- 
ness in anybody’s hotel. Which tells 
everything. Unlike the St. Regis’ 
curious conservatism on the budget- 
itus, they’re not sparing the horses 
at the Waldorf and the theory is to 
go after biz by spending more than 
ever. The b.o. tells the story. 


For one thing, Margo is reunited 
with her uncle-maestro Cugat. She 
started with him years ago and went 
on to stage and screen stardom and 
is back at the Waldorf, still a com- 
petent song-and-dance specialist al- 
though her routine could stand re- 
furbishing with emphasis on accel- 
erated tempo. ‘Guadalajara,’ «the 
opener, then a slow French ballad 
and, after a costume change, a con- 
servative ‘Cordoba’ dance, don’t 
make for the zingiest effect. 


For the rest, Cugat’s fanfare of 
fiddles for ‘Perfidia’ and the like, 
when Miguelito Valdes isn’t leading 
the Afro-Cubana stuff, is solid. 


And Hermanos Williams, this time 
with ¢ femme violinist assisting the 
Williams Bros. in their curious 
tango-acrobatics, get over solidly. 
They do their hand-to-hand stuff to 
the Argentine tempo, and some of 





a 
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‘Panama Hattie’ where she also socks 
in a terp 4 we 

Toy and Wing, personable Celestial 
pair, do ballroomology that would 
click sans the charm and the novelty 
of being done by a good-looking 
Chinese boy and girl. They do a 
beguine, conga and fast dance finale 
—she on her toes, for the jazzique— 
that’s solid entertainment. In be- 
tween Rica Martine, personality 
songstress, does Brazilian chansons 
in Portuguese, and over very well. 
And Marjery Fielding has assem- 
bled the 6 Beachies, a nifty sextet of 
lookers, who dress the atmosphere 
pulchritudinously but don’t rest on 
their s.a. only, because they know 
also how to terp. Nyles White has 
given them some novel costuming. 

Carmen D’Antonio is a Latin from 
Philadelphia, by way of Hollywood, 
where Buddy DeSylva caught her 
and spotted her into ‘Panama Hattie.’ 
She’s possessed of a champ stream- 
lined figure which is an aesthetic 
thing to behold in its paucity of 
costuming. For the ‘Ba-Ba-Lu,’ 
Afro-Cubana conga-drum routine, 
she effects a sleek, well-oiled body 
covering which should either be put 
on more sparingly, or perkaps it was 
the lighting that didn’t show her up 
te the ultimate advantage. 

New manager of the Beachcomber 
is Billy Reed, ex-vaudeville hoofer. 
Ching is the No. 1 boy and this 
makes Reed the No. 1% boy. Abe! 

el. 


CURLEY’S CAFE, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, May 17. 
Zombie Girls (4), Jimmy Hegg, La 
Grandeur Sisters (3), Pat Rooney, 
Tommy McGovern’s Orch (4); no 
cover or minimum, 





One of the town’s leading niteries, 
this spot has been converted into a 
‘beachcombers’ room,’ with tropical 
trimmings and atmosphere, and it’s 
again offering ‘name’ acts in its floor 
show. Pat Rooney is current, hav- 
ing followed Armida. 

Present show could not be termed 
‘pretentious’ by any imaginative 
stretch, but it satisfies. Moreover, 
there’s little doubt that Rooney, al- 
though making his first local appear- 
ance in seven years, still boasts some 
pulling power. Room is compara- 
tively small, so that four-piece or- 
chestra fills the volume bill ade- 
quately. It provides satisfactory 
dance tunes for the guests and plays 
the show well. In view of the small 
floor space, too, the four-girl line, the 
Zombies, does not seem too abbrevi- 





ated in numbers. Each of the girls 
does a specialty bit in addition to 
working in the three ensemble con- 
tributions. 

Youthful Jimmy Hegg, a fixture at 


specialties of their own to the 20 or | 


more minutes, Couple of other 
specialties are provided by the Sher- 


rill Sisters, with main work being! 
younger of the two.| 


done by Doris, 

Center of the presentation is 
Austin playing the piano and war- 
bling is standby faves, ‘Blue 
Heaven’ and ‘Melancholy Baby.’ For 
these club spots he is also carrying a 
repertory of novelty songs, works in 
a western tune and winds up with 
an audience participation stunt. ‘I 
Hear~ You Knocking,’ which leaves 
everybody peppy and ready for some 
stepping to the orch music that fol- 
lows. 

The Bernard crew is a newcomer 
to this area, having been assembled 
only in recent months. Music is 
quite acceptable, however, with the 
maestro making much of a trio of 


fiddles and carrying the usual as-, 
and 


sortment of reeds 
rhythms. 

Following the date here, Austin 
and troupe move 
Tower for a week’s stage work. 


Quin. 


brass, 


Stairway to the Stars 
(SAN FRANCISCO) . 





San Francisco, May 15. 


into the local) 





Jimmy Durante, Joe Tenner,| 
Debby Claire, Jack LeMare, Sammy 
Wolfe, Faith Bacon, House Line (8), | 
Herb Saman Orch (8); $2 minimum, | 
opening $5.35. 





The Joe Tenner-Lloyd Campbell | 
Stairway to the Stars nitery kicked | 
off in a blaze of mystery last night | 
(Wednesday) with an_ invitational | 
pay-as-you enter preview paving the! 


Ben Marden’s Riviera 
(FORT LEE, N. J.) 





Jimmy Savo, Betty Bruce, Gower 
& Jeanne, Sara Anne_McCabe, Nora 
Williams, Chester Hfle Girls (24), 
Pancho and Carmen Cavallaro or- 
chestras; $3.50 and $4 minimum, no 
cover; $7.50 premiere scale, 





Ben Marden’s Riviera is its best 
draw, geographically, so it almost 
matters little if the shows don’t al- 
ways Click. This one, however, may 


matter. It’s a poor one. It's a miss- 
out from the start. Captioned, ‘Let's 
Give the Youngsters a Chance,’ 


which is a sound, showmanly way of 
dodging the budget by spotlighting 
supposedly fresh talent and ‘new 
faces’; it’s a misnomer right down 
the line. What Marden, of course, 
meant was that this was one way of 


making his following forget that 
surefire albeit costly parlay of 


Sophie Tucker-Joe E. Lewis-Harry 
Richman. Judging by this one 
they’ll be back soon. 

Most’ _ discordant 
‘youngsters’ 
‘chance’ is 
Jimmy Savo. 
where on paper a panto artist like 


among the 
who are getting 


veteran 


Savo would seem a natural for the 
misses | 


mass-capacity Riviera, he 
here. In fact, so does most of the 
show. 

For one thing, apart from what- 
ever other lures the Riviera may 
have, whether it’s because of its 


cliffside situation, reminding of the; 


corniche between Cannes and Monte 
Carlo, or its other U.S. counterpart 
of the Cote d’Azure lures, Marden is 
needlessly handicapping himself and 
his customers because of that seat- 


their | 
pantomimist 
And, paradoxically, | 


LEON & EDDIE’S N. Y. 


| Eddie Davis, Don Richards, An- 
nette, The Billingtons (2), Cheena de 
Simone Dancers (6), Sherry Britton, 
8 Bobby Sanford Girls, Nerida’s 
Rhumba and Lou Martin Orchestra 
(6); $1.50 dinner and $3 minimum. 








Eddie Davis, on a sabbatical for 
some four or five months, due to an 
€ar operation, is back in stride and 
evidences, if nothing else, that the 
enforced respite from nightly chores 
has improved his zing and appeal. 
Now easily the No. 1 male comedy- 


singing star of his own establish- 
ment—an actor-manager distinction 
without par for longevity and con- 
secutiveness in the business—Davis 
proves anew why and how -he and 
partner, Leon (Enken), have _ re- 


mained standard for 11 years on New 
York’s 52d street. 

A canny showman always, with a 
judicious eye to properly appraising 
his audiences, it calls for cunsider- 
able experience as to how their com- 
, posite moods may be met. Catering 
to a quieter dinner crowd and ‘heat- 
ing it up’ for the supner trade isn’t 
always the solution. Many a dinner 
session has a ‘liver’ burch than the 
post-theatre audiences, and when it 
comes to pacing song repertoires, 
from sophistication to forthrirnt bal- 
ladeering, it calls for marked show- 
manship. Davis is a sec:oned hand 
at this by now. Whether he does his 
saucy medley of parodies on ‘In Ar- 
gentina’ or ‘Last Time I Saw Paris,’ 
he sells the hot or sweet equally 
, well. 
| With Davis back ot the helm, the 
‘Bobby Sanford revue is perforce 
| hooverized, but the minimization of 
| quantity has made way for quality. 


way for the public debut tonight | "8 @'rangement. A not costly grad-| Annette and The Billingtons are both 


(Thursday). 


Obvious last-minute rush with 
which former Embassy club was| 
readied and show assembled could 
be interpreted as verification of 
rumors that the place had a strug- 
gle to open. Entire cast and staff, 
with possible exception of Jimmy 
Durante, was virtually out on its feet 
as a result of three nights sans sleep, 
spent in rehearsals amid refurbish- 
ing. 

Spot, with two bars and seating for | 
around 400, features red plush, with | 
walls entirely cloth-covered. Tenner | 
is quoting astronomical figures, but | 
disinterested estimates place the re-| 
modeling job in the neighborhood of | 
$15,000. 


Floor show is delivered in two| 
sections, second half hitting about 
12:40 a.m. Break-in naturally was} 
somewhat ragged but demonstrated 
two things—socko showmanship of 
Durante, who works like a Trojan, 
and need for a raised floor or change 
in seating arrangements. As laid out 
now, anything below a _ performer’s 
shoulder level is lost except to ring- 
siders. Comics and others dropping 
to knees in course of routines vanish 
from view of those at rear tables. 


Jack LeMare m.c.s, bringing on the | 
line first as the Hollywood Sweater | 
Girls. Effort is made to introduce | 
each of the eight by name with a gag, | 
after which they go into a moderate- | 








this club, is personable emcee who ly snappy number on the theme ‘if! 


occasionally does an effective vocal. 


The show is started by the attractive||eMare and Sammy Wolfe, 


Zombie girls, in scanty spangled at- 
tire, with their snappy Tahitian 
dance that’s mostly torso twisting. 


we stand erect, the censors object.’ 
latter | 
one of the original Ted Healy} 
stooges, then give the show a second | 
intro as it would be done 20 years! 


their body holds and fulcrums are| The Three Le Grandeur Sisters, who | ago with strawhats and canes, after 


quite extraordinary. Cugat is in| 
error that this is their first in the} 
U.S. from South America, as they’ve 
been around in London and America | 
for some years; in fact first recorded | 
by Variety at the Palace back in| 
1927 although the Williamses are| 
still quite youthful appearing. Only 
change is the femme violinist, plus | 
the fact one of the men doesn’t start 
his stuff by faking it at the piano. 


On the subject of Steinwaying, | 
Evelyn Tyner, from the Rainbow 
Room, is a nice keyboard interlude. 
Gypsy Markoff, accordionist, comes 
on for the supper sessions, Cover 
$1 and $1.50 on Saturdays. 


BEACHCOMBER, N. Y. 


Carmen D’Antonio, Toy and Wing, 
6 Beachies, Chavez and Lester Lanin 
bands; $2 and $3 minimum. 








One good Carmen deserves an- 
other so Monte Proser now has 
Carmen D’Antonio, coocher from 
‘Panama Hattie,’ succeeding the 
flamenco Carmen Amaya who is 
largely credited with resuscitating 
the Beachcomber. No secret that 
this Winter Garden spot, what with 
Proser’s self-competition via his still 
clicky Copacabana, and the former 
Broadway opposition from the now 
extinct Hurricane, was due for the 
shutters unless something happened. 
It did, when the William Morris 
Agency’s Abe Lastfogel got Senorita | 
Amaya from Sol Hurok and spotted 
the concert terper into a South Seas, 
bistro. The b.o. effect was magical. | 
From a no-cover policy the place} 
went to a $2 minimum check and the | 
$2-$3 (Saturdays) scale still applies. | 

It is worth it even now, with the 
new frolic. For one thing, 
sexier revuette. 
may be the tops in flamenco but! 
Carmen D’Antonio has it all over on! 
the s.a., with her lissome chassis and | 
her voodoo style of interpetive danc- 
ing—and you don’t need an inter-| 
preter! She’s doubling from 





it’s a 


also sing with the band, do all right 
with ‘Old Man Mose’ and ‘The South 
American Way.’ 


optic-teasing blonde. The line fol- 
lows with a rhythmic tap number 
paving the way for Rooney. Despite 
his 61 years, the white-haired Rooney 
is plenty spry. 


ently isn’t dated judging by the en- 
thusiastic audience response. Te 
steps nibly to ‘East Side, West Side,’ 
with derby tilted rakishly; then, after 
going through similar paces to the 
accompaniment of ‘Tea for Two,’ he 
livens it up with an impression of 
Joe Frisco that’s somewhat warmer. 

‘The Daughter of Rosie O’Grady’ 
has Rooney putting the chorines 
through a soft-shoe dancing routine 
in imitation of himself. For a strong 
finish Pat and Miss Lane get hot 


p 
with jitterburg antics that cop laughs | needs 


and heavy applause returns. 
Room well filled at 
caught. 


TERRACE GRILL 


(MUEHLEBACH HOTEL, K.C.) 


Rees. 





Kansas City, May 10. 


His old-fashioned | 
soft-shoe hoofing, although slow and | 
| tame for this hectic jazz age, appar- 





| 
| 
| 


' 


; p | Featuring an 
A boogie woogie tap serves to re- | 
veal the trim figure of Lois Lane, | 


which they bring on Debby Claire 
who vocalizes ‘Ain’t Misbehavin’’ 
upsweep hairdo, lass 
reveals plenty of personality and a 
good set of pipes, getting over nicely. 

Tenner himself on next, doing an 
imitation of Fritzi Scheff shoutin’| 
‘Down Yonder in New Orleans,’ | 
breaking in with a long panto on a 
dressing-room scene, including pin- 
ning up the tresses and yanking the 
girdle, most of which is lost save to| 
ringsiders. 

Line follows in black net to tune | 
of ‘Dolores,’ during which curtains 
of small stage behind orch part to 
reveal Faith Bacon. With aid of 
black veil and spangles, she does a 
‘Dance of Shame,’ much of which is 
done in kneeling and reclining posi-| 
tions out of view save for first 
tables. 

At this point the customers are 
retty well convinced that the place 
Durante, whereupon Schnoz 
comes on and lays ’em in the aisles. | 


late show | Leaping from song to song, he breaks 


the verses for gags and biz, throwing 
his hats at the orch, ordering waiters 
to ‘break it up because whénever two 
of them guys get together there’s a 
strike,’ etc. Bit which landed solidly 
here is one wherein Durante, at) 
piano, repeats a song endlessly while 
a stripper works behind his back, 


Gene Austin with Whippoorwills; | fnally discovering they weren’t ap- 
Eddie Bernard Orch; Sherrill Sisters. | plauding him after all. 





Second frame is almost all) 


The town’s elite supper spot takes; Durante, comic keeping the mob in! 
on aspects of a club for a fortnight.;an uproar with a cross-section of, 


While it isn’t offering a floor show in| 
the strictest sense, it’s making a) 
presentation in Gene Austin and his 
accompanying troupe, and in addi-| 
tion has the Eddie Bernard crew of 
10 for the regulation dancing. 
Austin’s is a name with a draw 
in this town and this marks his 


and Coco are gone and in their) 
places are a quartet of young string- 
p . Whitr-orwills peck up| 
Austin’s own performance and add @ 
couple of singing and instrumental 


everything he’s known for. He car-| 
ries the load, but easily. Balance in- 
cludes a ‘Bird of Paradise’ routine 
by Miss Bacon and some more okay 
stooging by LeMare and Wolfe, who 
work plenty hard. For a closer the| 
line comes on in showgirl costumes 
supposedly representing famous| 


Amaya’ ‘steenth theatrical engagement here.| films, Miss Bacon climaxing as ‘Lady | 
“_ 4 But this time the old familiar Candy | Eve.’ 


First-night confusion prevailed, | 
tight squeeze between tables causing 
one. waiter to flop a tray on the) 
dance floor and another to douse a 
customer with ice cream. Wern. 


ing of the interior for better visi- 
bility would solve an obvious de- 
ficiency. 


floor (whereon the show also per- 
forms); or if you sit at the absolute | 
outer rim, overlooking the Hudson, 
which affords the double compensa- 
tion of being on a rise and, if you 
choose, seeing the river traffic and 
Hudson vista. But that large ex- 
panse of tables in between could be 
given better visibility service. 

So much for the room’s interior 
which, otherwise, with its very dec- 
orative and fetching decor, is really 
a showplace roadhouse, perhaps No. 
1 in America from that viewpoint 
alone. 

The Chester Hale show, with its 
parade of variety people who are 
by no means new, is the big letdown. 





|For some reason, also, the talent is 


not as socko in this room as they 
have been heretofore. 

Gower and Jeanne, youthful class 
dancing pair, register best with their | 
‘dress rehearsal’ and ‘Jeanie’ rou-| 
tines, latter a suave syncopated | 
cakewalk. Betty Bruce’s taps click | 
although she doesn’t do herself jus-| 
tice on costuming, Sara Anne Mc-! 
Cabe, now a blonde, is an effective 
songstress. Nora Williams, whistling 
comedienne who’s been around, al- 
though just ‘discovered’ in Miami by 
Marden, doesn’t register and has 
since dropped out of the show. Two 
cutting-room-floor casualties, before 
the preem, incidentally, were Car- 
roll & Gorman, songalogists, and 
Riviera Quartet, elided because of 
running time. 

Hale’s 16 ponies and eight show- 
girls are champ lookers. They do 


| three flash numbers in as many cos- 


tume changes (credited to John 
Booth and Mme. Bertha, and very 
okay). Opener is a Latin-American 


routine, in keeping with the current 
trends. A taps finale is also solid. 

A revolving stage alternates 
Pancho’s orchestra and the Eddy-| 
duchinesque band, piano-batoned by 
Carmen Cavallaro from the Stein- 
way. Both are expert for the hoof- 
music. Pancho also does the dif- 
ficult show accomp. Cavallaro, first 
time in New York via Washington, 
D. C., where he clicked with his 
suave rhythms, is surprisingly effec- 
tive in so large a room as the 
Riviera’s 750-800 capacity. He'd be 
particularly ideal for a smart hotel 
room. Pancho, of course, is stand- 
ard and gives out a finished job. 

Per usual, Marden’s cuisine is any- 
thing but casual. Whether Sam Sal- 
vin or Jack Arkin, his associates, are 
again responsible, Marden always 
does all right with the food depart- 
ment. That goes also for an impec-| 
cable service, commensurate with 
the minimum $3.50 table d’hote din- 


ners and $3.50-$4 supper tap. [Again 
the seasoned Bonardi is the maitre 


d’hotel and Joseph Todaldi the chef]. 

With its great sight appeal, and 
proximity to Manhattan as a cool-} 
off place, the Riviera is a showplace 
of inordinate charm which boniface 
Marden should par with an im- 
proved floorshow. As a nitery vet! 
who has clicked repeatedly in the 
past that should not be difficult. 

Incidentally, speaking of the 
Riviera’s sight appeal, an _ inside} 
laugh is a bit of a classic in decor 
circles. It has to do with Vernon 
MacFarlane and the time he was | 
called in by Marden to build a new 
roadhouse when the Riviera burned 
down three or four years ago. Mac- 
Farlane did the competent job that | 
it now represents, and he was being | 
complimented by one and all, but he} 
sulked,* grudgingly admitting it was) 
okay, but, he pouted: ‘If only that 
blankety-blank George Washington 
bridge wasn’t there, 
gorgeous. Why don’t 


it removed’ Abel. 


, with a flowing cape in 
simulates a matador. 


it would be} : 
somebdy have| €89, took over La Conga in Holly- 


| strong New Acts. The Chceena de 


le-| Simone Dancers, mixed sextet, is a 
It’s a case of either you're} versatile conga line that makes its 
all right if right against the ern 


two opportunities hold up. Don 
Richards is an expert emcee, pacing 
the proceedings neatly and clicking 


|on his own with ‘Amapola,’ ‘You 


Walk By’ and ‘Old Man River.’ Per 
usual, L&E books a stripper, this 
time Sherry Britton, alumna of 
Minsky’s. Sanford’s line of eight are 
okay. Nerida, at the head of the 
conga ensemble, and Lou Martin 
with the straight. dansapation, are 
holdovers. Biz above wii, , 

el, 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 14. 
Radio Aces, Gerardo and Helen, 
Zedra de la Conda, Juanita Juarez, 
Bali Lovelies (6), Allen Fielding 
Orch (8), Juanita Rhumba Band (6); 
no cover or minimum, dinners $1.50 
up. 





There’s plenty of zing in the bill 
presented by the Freres Kaliner this 
week, with the sock trio, the Radio 
Aces, added to the otherwise all- 
Latin American offering. The Aces, 
making their first appearance in 
these parts, are doubling at the 
Kaliners’ Rathskeller and knocking 
themselves out in their effort to 
please the customers at both spots. 

The payees don’t seem to be able 
to get enough of these three lads, 
whose style of song delivery and 
comedy is refreshing in these days of 
hackneyed imitations. They give out 
with everything from Negro spirit- 
uals to Yiddish tunes with low-down 
jive mixed in. When caught they 
were plenty clicko with ‘What 
100,000,000 People Wanna Know,’ 
‘Singin’ and Prayin’ Society,’ a Vic- 
tor Herbert medley and several nov- 
elty jive numbers. Marty Drake 
soloed with ‘Yiddishe Mamma’ to a 
salvo of handclapping. 

Juanita Juarez, a _hip-weaving, 
torchy-voiced South American, is 
sultry with a paso doble dance and 
the samba, all done up with a pack- 
age of Portuguese and Snanish songs, 
whose words may not be understood 
but there’s no mistaking their mean- 
ing. 

Zedra de La Conda, a willowy 
brunet, features a spectacular terp 
which she 
Gerardo and 
Helen continue their stand here with 
a bangup demonstration of the conga, 
rhumba, samba and the other ‘Good 
Neighbor’ dances that are the craze 
with Philly’s cafe set. 

The line of Bali 
sextet of lookers who really can 
dance. Tastefully costumed and 
well-trained, their three production 
numbers were received neatly. The 
gals and Gerardo and Helen lead off 
in the conga, with the customers 
taking part. 

Allan Fielding’s orchestra has de- 
veloped into a smooth aggregation, 
with the maestro gaining in stature 
as a fast-talking mc. Juanita’s 
rhumba sextet fills in the lulls. 

Dinner biz at this catching was 
strong. Shal. 


Lovelies are a 





SCOUTING FOR S§S. F. SHOW 
San Francisco, May 20. 

Bill Brown, Palace hotel exec, is 
scouting talent for show to reopen 
the Rose Room July 10. 

Room will darken for remodeling 
on June 26, at close of Ozzie Nelson’s 
current engagement. 





Mack Gray, Georre Raft’s alter 


' wood and renamed it Co~m> Cabana. 


ae RRR CREST RE ORE 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 21, 1941 











WEEK MAY 23 


in connection with bills below indicate 
show, whether full or split week. 


Nuz: cals 


Variety Bills 


opening day of 


John Buckmaster’ 
Old Roumasiaa 


Joe La Porte Ore 
Cass Franklin 
Ann Toback 
Sadie Banks 
Chiquita Venezia 


Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
Bill Farrell 

Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 


Rainbow Grill 











Beachcomber 
Lester Lanin Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Carmen D’Antonto 
Toy & Wing 
Rica Martine 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY | WASHINGTON 


: oe Capitol (22) Don Sylvio Ore 

State (2° Rhythm Rockets | Angelo Ore 
Gloria Gilbert , Bert Frohman fgg om : 
ee Nonchalents Joan Benolt 
ably oe |Carroll & Howe Pegsy Ellis 
Cross & Dunn ' Johnny Mac Edith Lambert 


Lynn & Marianne 


BiN'’s Gay 90’s 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 


Frank Libuse Co | Ann Prichard 





Paramount 

















Casino Russe 


Renna Co |Eddie Duchin Ore 


Abe Lyman Ore Harry Savoy Lunia Nesterova 


toyal Guards Dixon & Pals Tina Boleva 
8 Sailors | avery soaine Georges Stefanescu 
King & Arlena Dé 3 Forde | Claremont Inn 


yo telengars Chas Miller Co 
Major Bowes U SYRACUSE 
(16) Strand (23-25) 

Horace Heidt Ore Sally Rand Rev 


i Joe Ricardel Ore 
| Club 18 
|G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 

Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 








Warner 


























Hamtree Harrington 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s | Pedrito Ore 
Ben Morris Orc Jayne Manners 


Guy Lombardo Ore 





Juanita Rios Ore 
Connie Haines 
Pied Pipers 
Frank Sinatra 
Buddy Rich 
Ziggy Elman 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 








Arthur Ravel Ore 


Jone Pafumyv Ore 





Harry Donnelly 
NEW YORK CITY State Lake (23) Bernie Grauer 
Paramount (21) Grandfather Fol Cafe Pierre 
Vauzhn Monroe Ore Regal (23) “ 
Hal Sherman Ella Fitzgersld Ore Bob Knight Ore 
Beatrice Kay MIAMI Adrie’ne Matzenauer 
Paul Winchell Olympia (23) Cafe Society 


* 


Tommy Dorsey Orc 


| Lucille Johnson 
Gwen Gary 

| Sonny Tufts 
Dacita 


Belmont Balladeers 


! Hotel Biltmore 
| Clyde Lucas Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Brevoort ~ 
} Paula Lawrence 
| Paco Sierra 


| Russ Smith Ore 
| Ashburns 
Rainbow Room 
Barry Winton Ore 
Sigrio Lassen 
Clemente Orc 
| Mayla 
Laing & de Mille 
Billy de Wolfe 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Ore 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Jimmy Savo 
Betty Bruce 
Gower & Jeanne 


} 
| 
} 


| 


ick Conrad 


Peter Nemiroff Ore 
i ob Tinsley Ore 


Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzo 


Senia Karavae ng Beil Ore 

Michel Michon helma Mitchell 
Ty 

Mishi Uzdanoff Hi Hat 


|Arjsiak Arafelova 
| Sawdust Trall 
A! Sexton 

Carol Lynn 

Annie Kent 

Al Winkler 

| Morgan Sis 

| Spivy’s Roof 

| 


Jack Marshall 
Ruth Wayne 


Alphonse Berg 
Anita Lane 
Carol Dean 
Younger Gis 
Eddie Fens Ore 





Spivy 
Haywood & Allen Ivanhoe 
| Radie Mayehoft Florerce Schubert 
Betty Bryant eee oy Ore 
4 ards 

Stork Club Helen Sumner 
Sonny Kendis Ore 4 
| Ray Benson Ore L’ Aigion 


| Gloria Hope 


Jovita Hampe Fifi de Villerie 
j Versailles Isobel de Marco 
|M Bergere Ore Li y Ine 


Panchito Orc 


Doris Deone Page 

Joe E Lewis Jean Williams 

Grace McDonald Joan Dixon 
Village Barn Lou Reynolds 





Jack Denny Ore Connie Austin 














Pony 2, m) 


Marshall & Shield 


Spiros Stamos Ore 


Arne Barnett Ore 
JAl Miiton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 
Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 

uie & Weasel 

ans Menzer 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Jan Gerber 

Eddy Howard 

Bob Evans - 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 

Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 

ene Kerwin Ore 

aros Sis ‘ 


(Panther Room) 


Jan Savitt Ore 
Callahan Sis 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Jackie Richards Gls 
Mildred Anderson 
Dottie Dayne 
Collette & Galle 
‘Lois Young 

| Joe Gerken 
| Ralph Lynden Ore 











|} BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Anita Jacobi 
Dian Rowland 
Dorothy Keller 
Jai Leta 
Jimmy Ray 





Lewis Sis 

















CHICAGO Bobby Pinkus (Midtown) 
. Chicago (23) Joey Rardin John Kirby Ore 
jick Jurgens Ore Juvelys be ‘ddie South Ore 
Lane Bros "eee \root aes 
Oman 2 | Paremount (22-25) Golden Gate ¢ 
Bob Neller '4 Inkspots Jack Gilford a _— 
. a 
Cafe Society Julius Monk 
(Village) Norbert Facont 
RKO Henry Allen Ore Margaret Scott 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis Hotel Edison 
Art Tatum Blue Barron Ore 
> ; ‘ ;Helerfa Horne 
BOSTON COLUMBUS | Saetmeee & cetmens Hotel Essex House 
Keith’s (22-25) Palace (23) | Paul Baron Orc 


|Grace Morgan 





Dinah Shore Merriel Abbott Co  Cornei’s Codolban C Lucille Matthews 
Thurston Johnny Woods Kris Kay Orc 
(15) DAYTON Nina Tarasova Hotel Lexington 
Marcus Rev | Gypsy Markoff Ray Kinney Ore 
CINCINNATI _ Colonial (16) = | Dmitri Matvienko | Aggie Auld 
Shubert (16) | Waikiki Nights Yanco Borca Napua 


Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 

| Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 
| Harry James Orc 


| 


| Hotel McAipin 
Arturo Arturos Orc 
Wendy Bishop 
Hotel New Yorker 


Peter Kent Orc 
Ross McLean 








Leon & Eddie’s 


‘Lou Martin Ore 
| Eddie Davis 
| Nerida Ore 
Don Richards * 
Billingtons 
| Annette 
Sherry Britton 
De Simone Danc 
! Monte Carlo 
Ted Stravter Or 


Sara Ann McCabe 
Norah Williams 
Carroll & Gormon 

Ruban Bieu 
Mildred Bailey 
Brenda Forbes 
Delta Boys 

Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 


Biltmore Bowl 
Jimmy Castle 
Titans 
Dorothy Brandon 
Armand & Lita 
3 Dee’s 
Corinna Mura 
Leon & Mace 
Chuck Foster Ore 
| Casa Manana 
|Marfanne Dunne 
| David Allen 
Jack Teagarden O 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 
| Jimmy Brierly 





Lou Breese Orc 
‘|Gertrude Niesen 
Jimmy Rae 
Cole Danc 
| Frank Libuse 
116 Commanders 
Lois Waliner 
Evans Gls 
Club Alabam 
'Mickey Dunn 


‘Alan Rogers 
Marion Moere 





LOS ANGELES 


| Jimmy O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Orc 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Patricia Brent 
3 Moods 
Hartzells 
Alex Perel 
| Mary Camp 


Bud Sweeney 
|Don & Ruthie Lane 


Whirling Top 


Teddy King Ore 
Jerry Blanchard 
Lilyan Dell 

|} Susan & Christine 
| Marion Eddy 


Phillip Lopez Ore 
Macambo Cafe 


Humbertos Bd 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 





Marg’rite & M’rtinez » Radio Aces 


eer taper Geraldo & Helen 
evue Parisienne Juanita Juarez 





| Helen Miller 


Helen Harr D 
ao et Ben Franklin 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 


| Vera Fern 











Michael Sandina 


' . ' 
Bernie Cummings Rose Gallo 


Rosita & Devo Lo : 

40u Morrison 
Martin & Alien = 
Myrus | Neil Fontaine Orc 


Dorben Gls j Jam Session 

Herb Foote Geo Verrechia 
Franke’s Casing Mickey House 

Harriet Ehrlick ee 


Rocky Elisworth 
Billie Webb 


Ann Anderann 





Jimmy Venut!i Ore 
Roland Reid 


Palladium Club Bali 
Andrews Sis Alan Fielding Ore 
Al Donahue Ore Bali-lovelies 

> Juanita 
. sorted onal Johnny Morgan 
Kenny Henryson Miguelto Amador 
Dominic Zedra de la Conde 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


‘Lloyd & Willis 
Carrie Finnell 
| Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Todd's Theatre-Cafe 


Prof Lamberti 
Ben Yost Singers 8 
Paul Remos Co 
Coriell 

Joe Wallace 
Raymond Wilburt 
Todd Gis 

Joe Sanders Ore 
Les Brown Ore 





PHILADELPHIA 


Lolita 
Frederick Reid 
, Jack Griffin 
Chiquita 
| Agnes Barry 

| Lido Venice 
Bonnie Stuart 

|} Alan Gale 

Linda Leif 

| Estelle Dupree 

| Lorraine Chevalier 
| Bobby Campbell 
Danny Versee Ore 


‘ . Townsends 
Irene Barclay >, . Mitchell Leisen Rev eOnGe Littl 
Corchita pa Penn Freddie Martin Orc} Pegleg Happeney Ralph Eastwood Peet, e Rathskeller 
Anita Dillon ; Earl Carroll Bugs Wilson | Nirma pacnees |e eae Aces 
NEW YORK CITY | (16) Ann Paige ; ng 4 Clarke Ory med - Henry Grant Leo Zollo Ore a y oe 
Guy Lombardo Orc . . ose Dominguez ster shaver Gaby La Fitte Cadillac Tavern ixie soberts 

; Strand (23) Oe test Club Gaucho Jack Waldron | Olive & George Black Andy dete Debhe Ore DeLloyd McKay 
Wayne King Orc Olsen & Shirley | Don Avendano Ore | Elenore Wood - Debonairs Flo Ash Ao Ree ‘Canereteee | 2 tene 
Don Cummings PITTSBURGH Currito & Coral | Hibbert, Byrd Co | Beryl Wallace Mariorie Raymond Ren ~e _— “ Victor Hugo’s Ore 
ventas oe Stanley (23) fron Gomathe i 2 on fhe no — Nick Cochran Ore oe astm ’ Manoa Inn 

nbassadores Abe Lyman Ore | Jose Perez unny Howar ;Oorotay For ; ‘ “<— , athe 
emmay Wouter Co |¢ i io an Ore | Ross Rio Ginger Dulo | Mary Peterbeck Rhumboogie Montez & Leys sack Hutchinson 
Dennis Morgan |Harry King Co | Harriet Carr Sylvia Barry Helen O'Hara 3 Rockets ear a4 i" Nan Dorese 

(16) |Gleason’s Guard Renee aie Sunny Dale Dorothy Garbo Gallagher & Rus Nancy Newell 
Sates Mistnas Ooo eason Se 8 > Hotel Pennsylvania Reyes’ Rhumba Bd | Rose 0'Neil Carroll’s Glamour Gls (3) 
Victor McLaglen Cie Rimae Ove = opacabana Gene Krupa Orc }St Clair & Day | Cee Pee Johnson O | anarlie Gainest Orc Lola Clair 
Del Rios Dieses Castello wat Brandwynne O | Bob Eberle | Rhumba Ore Joe Stevens Maxine De Shon Puan Gaus 
1 Baricnggi nak Emmett Oldfield Co — Marti Ore Hotel Plaza fy Scheherazade Cafe Fields & Georgie dead si 
y oberts Nino & Lenora . Dick Gasparre Ore ? dees Yascha Borowski 16 De Shon Dancers mayo's 
WA iG | Yvette - ‘ Manny Strand Ore |} r I . . ~~. 
PHILADELPHIA WASHINGTON Tite Corel Chiquito Orc me y or Aine Snrtans Grace Gordon Gus Johnson Ore 
Earle (23) G Poste =) Carla & Fernando De Marcos | Florentine Garden | Semiee Karina | Wilbur Rance | Chick Mullery 
~ y ; 7 Ps Dwrepae : a . b . >¢ c 
Truth or Conscques' Marina Lord” | Adele Norales Paul Haakon |NTG Anniversary Russian Gypsy Ore Club 15 Saul Kane 

i ‘ Marina Lor Sambo, ir Maxine Kisor Fred Scott . Billie Chester 
Victor McLaglen {3 Read Sis amba Sirens Hn \Sow, Hite & Stanl’ Seven Seas Harriet Hale Karl & Yvonne 
Lester Cole Co Wesson Bros Cuban Casino otel Roosevelt tc Geise Stan? y | rita Kipikona |Smythe & Dolores | 4 Octaves 
Allen & Kent 'Siggy Lane |Consuelo Moreno /|3°8¢ Morand Ore = | navia Marshall Ore} Benny Kaha Ad Lib Bill Bailey 

lDon Casanova Hotel Savoy-Pl es tt, = ha i : | Puanani Mathews Barbara Stone | Bill Hughes 
j Dimes & Palen a a ~~ arlie Foy’s Club | Mike Wike | Carol Kane |} Alan Wood 
d Effi Dorre | eee — _ Charlie Foy | Charlie Openui fined 5 Boe | Minstrel T 
In 7 ildegarde ty nt hey : Rose Venuti ‘ stre avern 
| Leonard Sues Bobby Mathews © 
ependent oo Horseshoe page oie | Jerry Lester Johnie Bright Ore Di Pinto’s paar tag Mw Margot 
} . , - \ axi > Siar > § arc!) 
[Bue Murray | gonnay Johnson © | Edie Calvert Siapsy Master | Flash Lane gh 
rue wr | Nita Naldi . ee |Red Stanley Ore Ben Blue SHitien Seven |Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
NEW YORK CITY |Duncan Dodd & Day Carlyle Blackwell Hotel St. George . . |Cully Richards Paul & Eddie | Helen Marriott 
yy Music Hall (22) | FREEPORT Joe E Howard | (Brooklyn) |Grace Hayes Lodge | Benny Lessy Billy, ‘Cheste | Neil Dieghan’s 
ynn Murray Freeport (23) | Ross Wys | , Mary Heal Patti Moore silly Chester ; 
Joe Jackson | Billy Van | Jese Mane = \Dee Williams: Neville Pieceen pry Lew *y Dottie Verrae | Leonard Cooks 
June Forrest Penny Page | Della Lind Yank Porter | Peter Lind Hayes ©} Pat Shaw adie King Ore marrone & Gallo 
by = te iS ee —. - Geo Fontana Dick Fulbright sraee mares | Al Bard Ore Embassy | aes Eller { 

vobert + nle} severe are | Lila Lee | Bill Dillard tebecca Hayes |- ’ : ‘liffor avenaires (4) 
Corps de B Oui ‘gy +e = : | | Somerset House Geo Clifford 2 , pace . 
te de Ballet DeQuincy & Given Gilda Gray | Hotel St. Moritz .| House of Murphy Harry Ring Deane Denise may Hottinger Ore 

ockettes HARRISBURG Charles King arry Ringland Allida & Chic | Old Falls Tavern 
Glee Club State (26-28) |Mangean Sis |Ford Harrison Ore Dolores Lou Sailee ae a rico | H - 

Erno em — Crazy Show |Clyde Hager Lolo & Ramon jceneere meh vada | Swanne Inn Clift os ia Billy Hesee’'O 
oxy (22) | Milt Britton Ore F . Florence & Alvarez al Chanslor were age Se ; ayes wre 
Capt Tiebor |Isabel Jewell Ei Chico | Betty Black Jean Neunier Slim & Slam Anata mee co 
Bcott Sodja i 4) Gordon Co Don Amarte Ore | Jaye Martin Sey Moree Gladys Bentley Carlos ‘ton Ore he fee 
ellie Arnau ° Floyd Christy & B Juan Martinez Hotel St. Regis ob Murphy + 5 eh deg pa deca 
Ben Yost Co HARTFORD Gloria Belmonte a ‘It’ Cafe Trianon Curt Weiler Orc Jean O'Neill 
Paul Ash Orc State (23-25) Antonita Hal Saunders Ore Dave Forrester Orc | Duke Ellington Ore Evergreen Casino Open Door Cafe 
a eee (23) Pan American Rev | Maria Lopez Gus Martel Ore La Conga Wilshire Bowl Beth Challis Myrna Lee 
ndy Kirk O ivict C st ; rj or cate. 
Sune Richwment eer OT EWARK e ae aos = mE gy Oo fg | paeneen Linde + = i ene 4 
Mary Lea Williams | Adams (23-25) be y .. gr Phyllis Myles | oon Navara Ore Skinnay Ennis Ore mi ly —, aos oe 

30bby Campbell Benny G ‘ nie Ol re ; -_ Joris Ell | eos vd 
ety Pn . ae ral Te So Don Devodi Ore mains Woldert- CHICAGO peste, Samant’ tomy Manners 
Runaway 4 TIL! S teva Reyes Astoria at Sheviin Ure en Lenehan 
Walker & Walker “oo “e3) Famous Door (Starlight Reef) i 4-U Bar Irving Braslow Ore 
Norman Aftwood | Jack Lavier Sylvan Green O Xavier Cugat Ore oy ~ Hotel | flarriet Norris Gloria Dale Palumbo’s 
John Mason | Johnny Howard Bee Kalmus. re | Miguelito Valdes ly op stelle ems Bern Nal — ag Mp Lucky Bucks 
Sandy sBuras sgom.: Mires &V 5 Meat Wavee ew | Vat Oman Ore ~~ Arce Zee 1 Piunkett Lavee Twins 

4 : c 4 tag tes ‘ | A . "rec szaspre rene Kaye 
Palace (23-26) | PITMAN roa — Gypsy Markoff | Bismarck Hotel | Paullette La Pierre jay Partell marastt a Sect 
Guy Lombardo Ore Bway (24 only) velo ll Evelyn Tyner (Walnut Room) Dave Unell Ore ante Pistia prt gy Be bet i 
ee & Shirley | Statler 2 ; Cc al Gie H Williams Trio Art Kassel Orc “agg 4 Dale Eileen Gravell Johnny Leary _ 
il Lamb Mardo & Kave po ene le Marion Holmes tddie Roth Ore ite ‘ x 
BALTIMORE | Bell Tr . Forbidden City os np yn Collette & Parry Club Minuet 1523 Locust Park Casino 

Hippodrome (22) | (One to fill) Sal Cabral Ore rec Eddy Ore Hadley Gls | alana Cas Marian Proctor Pk Casino Trou'dors 
Woody Herman Orc PROVIDENCE Maye Kellie aca ©, Setaste FP mrengy eta Evelyn Bradley Frank Hall 
Evely ne | Metropolitan a eee |Danny White ae | Aivira Morton Staten Ee Stephanie & Craig 

yn Farney | (23-25) Jue Fong sin Ted Fio Rito Orc i ichal tenure tlaine Black Edith Delaney 
on ae (25-28) | Jimmy Dorsey Ore Chin Wan | Kelly’s Stable Earle Leslie lFillmore Sherman ne Shelby Margot Wells 

anley 2 Bill Batley Gr’owi’h Vill Stuff Smit! we Grandfat'r’s Fellies 7 a . tose Feeney | Rai . 

‘ Nees Me ‘ age Ina Stuff Smith Orc Art Fischers Orc Feller Sin ainbow Terrace 
Canfield Smith TORRINGTON | ; ak Viola~ Jefferson Blackstone Hotel Del Estee Keller Sis (Strafford, Pa.) 
Mardo & Kaye | Alhambra (24-25) (Anthony Trini Ore ‘ (Balinese K ay lavery _ 
Juggling Jewels | Elizabeth Co poberts Welch La Conga po a e a Colony Club King’s Swing Ore eae) a Ore 

(22-24) Ha’dman & Laverre V®lyne Hague Jack Harris Orc jJohnny Duffy Ore | Robby Ramos Ore Gay 90's C | Mildred Stoully 
3 Smart Gls Roy Smeck Ruth Kidd Noro Morales Ore Janet Fulton 'Monchita Ore ieee 3 = Gene Hyman 
Edwin George Levere & Ware | Dolly Reckless Beatrice & Capella | Brevoort Hotel | Colosimos Phil Ww oe o ; Jimmy Engler 
Carroll & White 3 Speed Kings Frank McCormick | Jay & Lou Seiler | (Crystal Room) |... . Strut Fla sh - | =e witer 
4 Sidneys WILLOW GROVE Havana-Madrid (Lazara & Castell’os 3 Niplic Tirza Ay eye Roman Grille 
CAMDEN , : F iblics Ralph Cook | Nat Wilson 
Al > Willow Grove ; Josephine Del Mar | pegey Lesie * ay iT 

Towers (24-25) (25 only) | Froilan Maya Orc eggy Lesier Jack Prince May Joy Thunderbolts 
aah & Btetler 3 y Juanita Sanabria O La Martinique | Bob Billings Roy Rogers Juanita Gomez Sunny Stone 
2 Barkers Carol & Carlo Rosita Ortega | Eddie Oliver Orc Broadmont Frank Quatrell Orc (H Walton Roof) Cornbread & Honey 
Evely , |Cesar Tapia Herbert Curbello O ee, ee 

ve yn Brooks Carroll & White 'Las Adelitas ID ge cig o Buddy Lake Congress Hotel Paul Rossini | Eddy Hockney 
eae” 8 te an, | Sitarios aes” | eee Sate iciome Het Sm) Glamour Gis =| Rat Parker Ore 

. ne to : etty Coeds fel t 
ELIZABETH WORCESTER | Delores DeLeon |Clatre & Arena | Anita Page J tayncsen Rm) ob Riek Rendezvous 

Liberty (22-25) Plymouth (19-21) | Hickory House | Le Coq Rouge Saily Barr po Pie Vera Neva (Hotel Senator) 
Yokoi Co Bernivici U | Ray Conniff Ore | Geo Sterney Ore | Herb Rudolphs Orc “dgewater Beach = frank Paris | Erskine Butterfield 
Das Reet Palace (27-29) | Harriet Clark , Bela Bizony Chez Paree Hotel Maurice & Cordoba Eniversity 3 

ading Palace (27-29) Hotel Astor Rudi Timfield (Beach Watk) Grace Corwin Spatola’s Grille 


Bob & The Twins 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Gale Sheridan 
Harry McKay 
Ross & Ross 

+ Alice Ross 

Ruth Templeton 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Bella Belmont 

| Silver Fleet Inn 
Virginia Lawler 


Elaing Hinkle 


Chic uler 
Babs Roth 
Max Levin . 


Joe Lenny 
Harry Small 
Joe Scotty 


Silver Lake Inn 
Dolores Worrell 
Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Watkins Twins 
Frank Hessel Ore 

Stamp’s 
Barry, Prince & C 
Judy Toppy 
Vic Earlson 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Stamp Trio 
Garner Gla 
Geo Marchetti Ore 

Swan Club 
Barbara Barrell 
4 Lavernes 
Grace O'Hara 
Kathryn King 
Margie Drummond 
Henry Patrick Ore 
20th Century 


3 Peppers 


Alpine Village 
Terry & Walker 
Juchiteco Trio 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Fl Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Gale Parker 
Tubby Rieves 
Geo D Washington 
Six Glamour Gls 
Gourmet Club 


} 





Carmelita & Lee 
Jean Marshai! 


Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 
Hotel Cleveland 
! 


Lang Thompson JO 
Margaret English 


Johnny Joyce Ore 
Mary Wine 


(Book Casino) 


Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Bobby Allen 
Barry Wilkinson 
(Motor Bar) 
Abbs 





Vic 
Bowery 
Gertrude Niesen 
Rendell & Shore 
Chez Chase 


Eddie Robinson Orc 


Hotel Fenway Hall 


Chocolateers 
Men of Rhythm 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 


Bill Bilger 

Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
3 Flashes 

Rosinda 

Billie Ritchie 
Hollywood Biondes 
Prin Orelis & Pete 
Dot Garsey 

Al Goldecker 

Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradiang 
Dave Pierson 


Wililson’s 


Jeanie Van 

Johnnie Wager 

3 Rhythm Maniacs 

La Fleur & Manners 

Joe Hough 

Geo Baquet Orc 

Art Mathews 
Yacht Club 

Pat Purcell 

| Mary Lore 

| Mickey Pearl 

Helen Wilson 

Mary Navis 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Rosita Rios 
Albins 
Skate-O-Maniacs 
Sloan & Gary 

Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 

La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 

Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
| Peur!l de Lucca 

Mounds Club 
Adelaide Moffett 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Jimmy Harris Ore 
{Chapelle & Hannon 


| 

| Regal Club 
| Ducky Malvin 
| 


| 





Ore 


Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Orc 


3700 Club 
Tucker & Tremaine 
Art West 
Roma Huston 
Arlene Daye 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | 


Northwood Inn 
| Anita Jacobi 

| Woods & Bray 

| Harry Schilling 

| Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 

* Olde Wayne Club 
| Charles Costello Ore 
| McColl Sis 
Bernice Bishop 

| Palm Beach 


8 Berdun Jitterbugs og omg 

| Arden Danc Baruzzi Twins 

Dian Rowland Harry BR Rose 

Johnny King | Don Pablo Ore 

Chas Carlisle | : 

Benny Resh Ore Huck’s Redford Ina 

Mac McGraw Orc 

Casanova Club Royale 

Beth Farrell oy 

i sone I s 

| Keaton & Armfield en bk ped 

>. Ia r; fen & 

fae sean Winnie Hoveler Gls 

a gat Lloyd & Willis 


Lee Walter Ore 


| Corktown Tavern 
| Beef Trust 

|\Good & Goodle 
Prof Crump 

| Orlando 

|The Wests 

| Jackie Del Rio 

| Dick Haviland 

| Les Arquette Ore 
| Hunid's 
3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 


London Chop House 


Tonia Valenti 


4 H’wood Blondes 
Stan Norris Orc 
Saks Show Bar 
Sharon Lynn 
| Ray Vincent 
| Billy Meagher 
Gonzalo & Beryl 
Pete Viera Orc . 
Statler Hotel 
Gioria Hart 
Orlando 
Fausto Curbelo Ore 
San Diego 


Gls 


George Presnell 
Al Alexander Orc 
Great Ziegfrid 


Chet Everhart : 
. wr Estella Que 
Ruby Orc i Durand & Barry 
Morocco | Mary Welsh 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev Verne’s 
Buddy Duray Shutta & Kent 
Joe Foder Ore Connie Luzon 
Madelon Baker Dick Hughes 
Harry Collet Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
ae eee Whittier Hotel 
wove : (¢ ‘ub 
Frederick & Collins |, C0ld Cub Room) 


Phelps & Cullenbine 
6 Vanettes 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 


Sammy Dibert Ore 


| PITTSBURGH 


| Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
| Maynard Deane 
| Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 
Balconades 
Buddy Carlson Ore 
Bill Green's 
Marvin Dale Orc 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
soog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Hurry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
fubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Art Schamberg 
Pelley & Sullivan 
tae Valins 
| Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 
El Chico 
, Ramoni Ore 
Rossi Sis 
Lolita Cordoba 
Carlos & Carita 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
| Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 
| Hotel Henry 
| (Silver Grill) 
Stan Rucker Orc 
Bob White 
Jim Blake 
Lou Forman 
| (Gay 90's) 
| Dorothy Nexbitt 
Hotel ith Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 


(Contin-4 


Betty Denahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
‘Red Clarke Ore 
Ebble Schaub 
Paula Harvey 
Jimmy Barry 
Lois Dawn 
Johnny Ray 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Don Bari Orc 
Shirley Jeane 
Hote! Schenley 
Billy 
Rita 
Buzz 


d 


Hinds Orc 
Seaman 
Mayer 
Jack Calhoun 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Billy Cover 
Michael Strange 
Marianne Kreig 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Kennywood Park 
Bob Chester Orc 
Torrence & Victorie 
Ruton’s Dogs 
Merry-Go-Round 
3ubbles Becker Ore 
Danny Bridges 
Frances Stone 
New Penn 
Henry Blauth Ore 
Don Andre 
Harrisons 
Billy Irwin 
,Jean Lord 
Lester 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Orc 
Bob Carter 
Howard Brooks 
D’'Ivons 
Dancing Debs 
| Nut House 
Sherdina Walker O 


on page 55) 
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Ballots for Equity Council Out This Wk.; 
Indie Alan | Hewitt Has Strong Chance 


Deadline for additional independ- 
ent candidates for Equity’s council 
was pessed late last week. Ballot 
holding the names of 15 regular 


nominees for a five year term, ac- 
companied by the indie ballot carry- 
ing eight names, will be mailed out 
to the membership Thursday or Fri- 
day (23) and must be returned on or 
before June 6, date of the election. 

Considerable interest appears to 
heve been roused over the candidacy 
of Alan Hewitt and he is given the 
best chance for winning among the 
indie group. Reason why he was 
not selected on the regular ballot 
was explained by the nominating 
committee, and Hewitt’s principal 
campaigner had his say in Equity’s 
monthly. Application to the coun- 
cil for the privilege of using the as- 
sociation’s addressograph list for 
campaign material was expected to 
be granted in light of the fact that 
372 members signed the petition 
plecing the indie candidates in nomi- 
nation. 

Hewitt’s record as a councillor is 
favorable. He attended regularly 
and did not duck committee assign- 
ments. Nominators, however, said 
that he was named as a Communist 
in the Congressional Record and 
they did not deem it in the best in- 
terests of the essociation to nomi- 
nate him, especially since it was in- 
ferred in Washington that the pro- 
fession would not be aided by Con- 
gress so long as ‘seven Communists 
are on the governing board of 
Eauity,’ 

Denials were made by all those 
named, but the charges have never 
been investigated despite Equity’s 
repeated request to the Dies Com- 
mittee for such action. Byron Mc- 
Greth, who resigned from the nomi- 
nating committee when it declined 
to name Hewitt—the vote wes eight 
to one against—gave his reasons for 
quitting and then proposed Hewitt 
as an independent. The other nomi- 
nators agreed that the charge against 
Hewitt was unjust and unfounded, 
but still he wes not selected because 
the charge had been made and had 
not been disproven. 


Why Hewitt Was Called ‘Red’ 


It appears that the reason he was 
included in those nemed in Wash- 
ington was his dissent over a motion 
during a membership meeting. Mo- 
tion was that Equity declare itself 
as opposed to American participation 
in foreign wars. The chair ruled it 
out of order. A vote sustained the 
chair, but Hewitt voted with those 
who favored the motion. 

Charles De Sheim, another pro- 
ponent for the independent ticket, 
also expleins his stand. Assuming 
there is no schism in Equity, he 
said: ‘A working unity in Equity is 
both highly desirable and easily at- 
tainable. The necessity of introduc- 
ing opposition to the regular ticket 
is unfortunate, but a necessity never- 
theless. Actor thinks the regular 
ticket does not offer a range of 
choice which would allow members 
to vote for a truly representative 
roster of candidates. He also wrote: 

‘Despite the essential unity which 
our common professional interests 
provides, there are differences of 
Opinion among us. Differences of 
status between newcomer and vet- 
eran; between the prosperous and 
the less fortunate; between stars, 
featured players and the large rank 
and file of the up and coming end 





+ 


Brokers we and Win 


Approximetely 30 ticket brokers 
lost a plea for a bill of particulars 
which they sought against Paul 


Moss, Commissioner of Licenses, and 
Lewis J. Valentine, police commis- 
sioner, when Justice Denis Cohalan 
in the N. Y. supreme court ruled 
that, since the brokers sought over 
4,000 items, it would place an un- 
necessary burden on the defendants. 

Brokers are seeking to test the 
constitutionelity of the Mitchell law, 
which places a minimum of 75c 
premium on the resale of theatre 
tickets. 

Corporation counsel defending the 
officials also lost air seeking par- 
ticulars from the brokers case is 
due to go to trial next week. 


Midwest Legit 
Circuit Plans 
Now Remote 











Possibility of an independent legit 
circuit, starting in the midwest, 
which loomed early in the spring, 
appears to be rather remote in light 
of more recent developments. Deal 


for the Lafayette, Detroit, which 
Israel Slavin, Chicago truckman, 
sought under lease, has _ fallen 
through. 


Slavin evidently intends operating 
the Blackstone, Chicago, however, 
and has ordered the interior redeco- 
rated. Slavin bought the property 
last winter and is considering a pro- 
posal to spot Coast shows with name 
leads in the house after the run of 
‘Life With Father,’ which concludes 
a record stay there Saturday (24). 


Shuberts are said to have contact- 
ed Slavin with the idea of securing 
occupancy of the Blackstone. It is 
surmised that they may keep the 
house dark if getting the lease, to 
protect their theatres in the Loop. 
Shuberts are said to have leased the 
Lafayette (Det.) from Scripps-How- 
ard, which owns the property. They 
| may spot musical revivals in the for- 
mer picture house instead of the 
Wilson, which J. J. Shubert unsuc- 
cessfully tried with that policy early 
this season. They also own 49% of 
the Cass in the same town. 


Gillmore Again Prexy 
Of 4A’s; Draft Dullzell 
As Executive Secretary 


Frank Gillmore did not care to 
continue as president of the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica, a sort of holding company sup- 











posed to control the talent unions, 
| but he was re-elected for another 
| two-year term Friday (16). It is an 
|honorary post, but Gillmore 
|ceives salary as managing 





| 


the down and dragging; between of the Four A’s, it being a lifetime | 


those with managerial affiliations 
and those most remotely without 
them—all these make inevitably for 
some diversity of interests and as a 
consequence a variety of degrees 
2nd shades of opinion.’ 

Also claimed that during the last 
meeting there were privately circu- 
lated slips suggesting the slate of 
nominators, which irked those who 
afterwards came out with the inde- 
pendent ticket. With the new rule 
to name 50% more candidates than 
the 10 regular berths to be filled it 
was thought there would be no op- 
position, but it failed to work out 
that wey. 


Another Coast "Hatter 


Del Monte, Cal., May 20. 


Oliver H. P. Garrett’s new play, 
‘The Hunters,’ opens June 2 at the 
Del Monte Summer Theatre, with 
Jerome Corey directing. 

Garrett leaves for N.Y. after the 








opening to arrange for fall produc- | 
‘theatre, New Hope, Pa. 


tion of the piece on Broadway. 


| job for the elderly official. 

| It had been reported that Law- 
lrence Tibbett was 
|for the Four A’s presidency, but as 
lhe is now head of the American 
Guild of Musical Artists (concert 
| and opera), also the American Fed- 
|eration of Radio Artists, opinion 
among other officials was that Tib- 
| bett has enough on his hands. Four 
| A’s is virtually a skeleton organiza- | 
| tion, really operated by a board. 
Most of the detail is handled by | 
Paul Dull- | 


| the executive secretary, 
| zell, who has had that post for 15 
| years. He too wished to step aside, 
but was ‘drafted.’ It had been point- 
ed out that other than Gillmore and 
Dullizell, ne one knows the routine of 
the Four A’s. Vice-presidents named | 
are Jean Greenfield and Kenneth | 
Thompson, with Ruth Richmond | 
again the treasurer. 





Bill Doll, p.a. for Michael Todd | 
and for several seasons in a similar 
capacity for Milton Stiefel’s Ivory- | 


ton (Conn.) strawhat, will switch | 





this summer to the Bucks County 


| 


being groomed | 


| took special action. 


Partial Truth 


First ads in the dailies on the 
opening of Belmont Park em- 
phasized that the $1.50 (tax ab- 
sorbed) admission charge was 
half that of Broadway theatres. 
Fact is it’s less than that, aver- 
age show having a top of $3.30. 

Copy was a laugh on Broad- 
way, especially to those who are 
well aware what an afternoon at 
the track costs those who wager 
on stiffs. 


—- —- 














‘MAJ. RICE LEFT $20,000 


IN CASH, BUT NO WILL 


Estate of the late Major Edward 
J. Rice, 78, last charter member of 
the Trezsurers Club, is a problem 
to officers of the organization. When 
he passed away about three weeks 
ago it was thought that he was with- 
out funds, although he had told vari- 
ous persons tha’ they would receive 
fairly substantial bequests. No will 
was found, however, but benk books 
showing $26,000 on deposit were dis- 
covered. 

Upon his demise it is reported a 
horde of relatives appeared and 
rummaged through his effects. If 
any found the will it was taken 
away. Only known disposition of 
his estate made by Rice was to desig- 
nate $1,000, payeble by the Treas- 
urers Club upon death, to an elderly 
woman who had looked after him 
for many years. 

Rice lived on the top floor of a 
brownstone house in the 70’s for 30 
years. Landlord had no idea that 
the roomer had funds on deposit. 
For months he was confined to his 
bed and when he told a man and his 
wife, who also attended to him, they 
would receive $1,500 they thought 
his mind was wandering. The old 
boxoffice man detected their thoughts 
and insisted he knew what he was 
talking about. After he left the 
theatre Rice was employed by the 
Interborough Rapid Transit lines, 
being retired on a pension. 


Strawhat Ops Squawk 
About High Stock Rates; 
Ask Equity ‘War’ Ruling 


.Some of this season’s shows have 











Sunday Shows Assured Another Year 


On Broadway Following Encouraging 
Figures on This Season's Results 








Described as a revue, ‘Let Free- 
dom Sing’ will be given at the Im- 
perial, N. Y., Sunday (25) by the 
women’s division of the Committee 
to Defend America by Aiding the 
Allies. Show is not called a benefit, 
but the aim, as announced, is to en- 
courage writing and the use of music 
in the present crisis. 

R. H. Burnside is in charge of 
staging the performance. Most of 
the tickets, which are $3.30 top, are 
being disposed of among the commit- 
tee and those subscribing to its ac- 
tivities. 


Shubert-TMA 
‘Peace’ Cancels 
Nat'l Strike Call) 


Theatrical Menagers & Agents 
union advised members, press agents, 
company managers and house man- 








Revue as Aid to Allies | 





Sunday legit performances on 
Broadway will be extended for an- 
other year. So favorable was the 
report of an Equity committee, 
which was given figures on Sundays 
by showmen at the League of New 
York Theatres on Monday (19) that 
Equity’s council promptly okayed 
continuance of Sabbath shows at 
yesterday’s weekly meeting. 

Sundays were credited with keep- 
ing a number of shows on the boards 
on Broadway, as well as indirectly 
figuring in sending them to the road, 
In addition to ‘Johnny Belinda,’ ‘To- 
bacco Road’ and ‘Hellzapoppin,’ other 
shows cited were ‘Meet the People’ 
and ‘Cabin in the Sky.’ ‘People’ 
came to New York with a Coast 
reputation but its business was only 
fair at the Mansfield, where it re- 
cently closed. 

Stated, however, that 23% of the 
week’s gross for ‘People’ was drawn 
on Sundays, same going for ‘Cabin.’ 
Both shows are now on tour and it 
was pointed out that, had either not 
survived as long as they did, neither 
might have been booked out of 
town. 

Equity’s Changed Attitude 

Finale of the ‘experimental pe- 
riod’ assented to by Equity would 


when Sundays were legalized in the 
state, Equity nullified the statute by 
ruling that actors must be paid dou- 
ble salary for those performances, 
By referendum vote last fall a large 





agers, with 10 shows on Broadway 
and seven on tour to be ready to. 


strike Saturday (17). Settlement of | 
the short-lived rumpus was made | 


the previous dey, however, when J. | 
J. Shubert agreed to comply with | 
the TMA rules in connection with | 
the road company of ‘The Student 
Prince.’ 
‘Prince’ was dated to close and al 
Shubert staff man, Ruben Rabino- | 
vitch, in advance was called back to | 
N. Y. When the operetta continued | 
TMA demanded that an egent be 
engaged, Shubert refusing. It seems | 
the showman was peeved over the 
union rules, but it’s understood he | 
was prevailed upon by other man- | 
agers to change his mind. Some 
producers thought differently and | 
believed that it was a good time to 





been arranged for rural stocks, but 
the authors are asking stiff royalty 


in one or two instances. Instead of 


percentage, stock rights are leased | 
for a flat fee according to the draw| inating in New York come under 


of the community, prices varying 
from $500 to $1,000. Newly formed 
summer stock managers association 
has contacted the Dramatists Guild 
with the idea of moderating the 
rates. 

There seems to be a difference of 
opinion among the summer stock 
bunch over bocking unit 


Some are opposed because when 
shows play intact the regular stoc 
company lays off but is paid con- 


tract salaries. Not as many unit out- | 
| date. 


fits are in sight as last year, in fact 
none appear to have been definitely 
set so far. Among those who will 
not use units is Milton Stiefel, head 


re-| of the hideaway showmen’s group. 
director | Despite the difference it is stated 


that last summer the unit shows | 
drew much better grosses than the} 
regular casts and the houses earned | 
more. 

Stiefel, Theron Bamberger and 
John Wildberg, as a committee of 
country stock operators, visited 
Equity to clarify salary responsibil- 
ity in the event of war. They were 
particularly interested in the status 
of visiting stars. engaged in advance. 
Show people were told that in no 


| event were such contracts subject to 


cancellation, unless by mutual } 
agreement or unless Equity’s council 


While during the past two weeks 


| there has been a pick-up in summer | 


stock registrations with Equity, | 
where 26 outfits have complied with 
the requirements such as depositing 


salary guarantees, the number is 
still far behind last season, when | 
| double the total had filed. Esti- | 


| mated that not more than 50 straw- | 


hats will operate, not counting ama- 
teur, semi-pro or projects primarily 
designed as schools. Decrease is at- 
tributed to the loss sustained by a 
considerable percentage of stocks | 


| last season. 


'the road is still to be clarified by 





shows. | 


k | Shuberts did not take over the show 


; tor J. Shankey. 


| healthful occupation of their homes, 


adjust matters with TMA, at the tail | 
end of the season. TMA’s status on | 


the American Federation of Labor 
but it insists that all attractions orig- | 


the regulations of the basic agree- | 
ment with the managers. | 


Shubert agreed to pay the agent | 
two weeks salary, during which time | 
the man did not work, but the union | 
agreed that he work this week gratis, | 
‘Prince’ being due to stop in Phila- 
deiphia Saturday (24). ‘Meet the 
People’ was elso involved, rules call- 
ing for the press agent to be en- 
gaged two weeks prior to opening. 
However, it was proved that the 


| 





until last midweek and it was agreed 
that the agent’s pay start on that 
‘People’ opened out of town 
this week. | 





NO REST FOR WEARY _ 


Meredith, Peters, et al Complain to 
Haverstraw, N. Y., Officials 





Nyack, N. Y., May 20. 

Burgess Meredith, Rollo Peters 
and their neighbors in one of Rock- 
land County’s theatrical settlements 
have become so aroused at the oper- 
ation of a cement block manufectur- 
ing plant on Camp Hill Road, town 
of Haverstraw, that they have sub- 
mitted a petition to Supervisor Vic- 
Blaming the noise 
from the plant on lack of zoning, the | 
petitioners state: 

‘The undersigned...hereby _ re- 
quest the proper authorities to tzke 
such steps as may be necessary to 
insure them the peaceful, quiet and | 
which is now being interfered with 
by the operation in and unneces- 


| sarily noisy and objectionable man- 


ner of a cement block plant.’ 

Claiming the value of rez! estate 
they own will be reduced, the com- 
plainants add: 

‘Certainly you must realize that It 
is a bad thing for any community to 
have the word passed around: 
‘Watch your step when buying in 
Haverstraw—they hzeve no zoning.’ 


majority of the membership agreed 
to remove the double-pay stipula- 
tion for the season. It is not neces- 
sary for the issue to be voted on 
again, council having the power to 
extend the period. 

Managers present at the meeting 
Monday were Lee Shubert, Allan 
Atwater (general manager for 
‘Johnny Belinda’), Harry H. Oshrin 
(representing “Tobacco Road’) and 
James F. Reilly, who compiled the 
figures on Sunday receipts. For 
Equity there were Maida Reade, 
John Alexander and Alfred Harding. 

Not all showmen favor summer 
continuance of Sundays. Announced 
that “The Man Who Came for Din- 
ner’ (Music Box) will drop those 
showings after next week and re- 
vert to the Monday to Saturday 
schedule. Others who depend on 
Sunday patronage will continue for 
the balance of their engagements. 

‘It Happens on Ice’ (Center), 
which started Sundays before the 
other shows, likewise depends con- 
siderably on those performances, 
Business at the matinees has been 
much better than Sunday nights and 
the latter may be dropped. 





2 Sisters Alternate 
‘Johnny Belinda’ Lead, 
Replacing Helen Craig 


Unusual stunt of two sisters alter- 
nating in a stage play is being pulled 
by Harry Wagstaff Gribble, who pre-e 
sents ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre, 





N. Y. Louise and Jean Platt are step- 


ping into the part originated by 
Helen Craig, who withdrew from 
the cast because of measles. First 
named Miss Platt went into the show 


Tuesday (20). Girls will alternate 
on a weekly basis, according to 
plan. 

Claimed that the part is too 
strenuous for one actress, yet the 


show’s femme lead has but one word 
to speak, character being that of a 


mute. ‘Belinda’ is advertised as the 
play that defies Hollywood, so far 
as being made into a picture. Be- 


fore it was produced Paramount had 
the rights, but passed it up. At that 
time it was an original story by 
Elmer Harris written for Sylvia Sid- 
ney. 

Raymond Massey is leaving the 
cast of ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ 
Shubert, going to Hollywood early 
in June. He will] be replaced in the 
male lead to Katharine Cornell by 
Colin Keith-Johnston. 





Joe Glick With Stoki 


Joe Glick, from legit, has joined 
Leopold Stokowski’s Youth Orchese 
tra in a managerial capacity. 

He will tour with the aggregation 
on its cross-country jaunt to the 
Coast. 


have terminated June 1. Originally, 
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Plays Out of Town 





Women Aren’t Angels | oe and Clark, and the jealous 


F irce 
resented by Lee 

arry Wagstaff Gribbie, 
Frederick Fox; at 
top, May 15, ‘41 
Mr Featherstone..... 
Macfarla 


in three acts by Vernon Sylvaine, 
Ephraim, directed y 
with setting by 
Wilbur, Boston, 75 


» 
-.to 


Olive Reeves-Smith 


Wilmer Popday..cccecsscceres Bobby Clark 
Alfred Bandle......+... ..Melville Cooper 
PPEAMKE. 5. oss seaside Elizabeth Sutherland 
Albert Butch...ccee...-.--.-- Roger Smith 
Sydney Butch...cccccesse Charles Frances 
Se “TUSTIOW 5.000 ceaeeceses Cynthia Latham 
Thelma Bandie...-.ccccscceccs Bertha Belmore | 
Elizabeth Popday..cccccecses Velma Royton 
Malar Gaunt... ccrcccscessessscecds PF Baye 
Marcelle cocccccocccce Mareellie Journet 
SUD 0 20se86benseewenenes Jeraldine Dvorak | 
Seecial Constable. 0s covccccsee Lionel Ince 
Military Policeman.......... Byron Russell 





An import from England, ‘Angels’ 
is one of those screwy farces with 
14 pecple and eight doors, all swing- 
ing frani cally. For the playgoer who 
just wants to collapse, let his hair 
down and gaffaw at any silly thing 
that happens, this one supplies a 
rich evening. For the Bobby Clark 
and Melville Cooper fans it’s a glori- 
ous holiday. But it will not rouse 
much interest from anyone who 
likes his comedy smooth and smart. 
It all adds up to a show that has a 
geod Broadway chance because there 
are plenty of Americans who seek 
such complete release from the cur- 
rent struggle. 


Until one. becomes reconciled to 
Clark in a non-musical farce, with 
two shapely girls for foils, he ap- 

ears to be overdoing his role; but 
rom then on one has to admit that 
his role of the breezy, zany Ameri- 
can might as well be played to the 
limit. And even up to that point 
there is always Cooper, right along 
with him, doing just as swell a job 
in his own more subtle way. 


First act is the weakest of the 
three, while situations are set up and 
characters established, but the sec- 
ond stanza is one of the zippiest ses- 
sions of whoop-de-do seen around in 
years. A touch of mystery, two 

irls intruding into bedrooms of 

lark, with his pants down, and 
Cooper, in bizarre pajamas; and two 
wives busting in on their husbands 
at the wrong moment would ordi- 
narily be about enough with which 
to work. For good measure, though, 
Clark flits about with a rug wrapped 
around him. Cooper sports a corny, 
but dazziing, hunting rig, then both 
go purely burley by dressing: up in 
women’s military auxiliary  uni- 
forms. 


In a way the plot doesn’t matter 
much, but it’s a pretty good one at 
that. Harry Wagstaff Gribble just 
uses it as a springboard for the ac- 
tors, and they take his direction 
aptly. 

Cooper, as an Englishman, is visit- 
ing his country place with his Ameri- 
can friend, Clark. First a young 
thing of Cooper’s immediate past 
shows up to spend the night. Then a 
bratty kid evacuee from London is 
dumped into their laps—then his 
‘father’—plus a deserter from a 
Scotch regiment (Clark gets into the 
kilts before the night is over). Other 
flies in the ointment include a horsey 
British major, a mysterious femme 
with a figure and French accent, a 
sassy housekeeper and a constable— 
not to mention the grim wives of 


JACK 
DURANT 


NOW IN 21ST WEEK 
Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 














 PREEREELE CUCL IEL ITT Walter Burke | 


husband of girl number one. 
| Supporting cast is satisfactorily 
| competent and agile, but special nods 
go to Bertha Belmore as a menacing, 
‘husky wife; Charles Frances in 
minor role of detective; A. P.~Kaye 
as the very British major; Jeraldine 
Dvorak as a warm and whimsical 
spy; and Velma Royton, Marcelle 
Journet, Lionel Ince 
Reeves-Smith. 

Gribble has some tightening to do 


in the two remaining weeks here. | Sion of a group of metaphysicians | 


The duplex setting gets a hand for 
| its attractiveness when first viewed, 
/and proves its worth as the players 
romp up and down stairs and dive in 
and out of doors and windows. 

Fox. 


GAY DIVORCE 


(REVIVAL) 
Boston, May 13. 
Having met with some success in 
| their revivals of ‘Blossom Time’ and 





'‘Rose Marie,” the Shuberts now | 
'bring back ‘Gay Divorce,’ with | 
|} Dorothy and Paula Stone, Luella 
|Gear and Charles Collins. Miss 


|Gear, more recently in Broadway’s 
| ‘Crazy with the Heat,’ has relatively 
little leeway for her talents as the 
friend of the divorcee (Dorothy 
Stone), but plays a good foil for 
Cyril Smith, as the loquacious 
waiter. The musical is having its 
revival break-in at the Shubert the- 
atre here. 

Both Miss Gear and Smith click 
in their specialty numbers, Smith in 
a recitation of ‘My Lord, the Car- 
riage Awaits’ and Miss Gear with 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Fitch.’ 

Dorothy Stone and Charles Collins 
go over best in their dancing, though 
both also sing, and carry their lead- 
ing roles with assurance. They 
have played this show together be- 
fore, and Miss Stone has also done 
it with Fred Astaire. Paula Stone, 
as the breezy flirt, handles her lines 
and business with plenty of punch. 
She also dances. 

Archie Robbins, in recent years a 
busy m.c. on the night club circuit, 
goes over as the lawyer fixing the 
fake bedroom scene preceding the 
divorce. His partner, Stan Ross, is 
also in the show, playing a bit part 
as a turbaned gentleman’s gentle- 
man to Dorothy Stone. Robbins 
and Ross, in a specialty taken out 
of their nitery act, are mopper-up- 
pers when they duet on Hollywood 
impersonations. Nino Ripeppi plays 
the professional corespondent. 

This version is staged by Edward 
J. Scanlon, with scenery by Watson 
Barratt and dances by Edward Sin- 
clair. Incidentally, Scanlon and 
J. J. Shubert whipped up a very 
creditable production with only one 
week of rehearsals. 

‘The Continental’ and ‘Alpha to 
Omega’ are lifted from other Cole 
Porter shows and injected into ‘Di- 
vorce.’ Fox. 





Play on Broadway 








THE HAPPY DAYS 


in three acts, adapted by Zoe 
Akins from original French of Claude- 
Andre Puget; staged by Arthur Ripley; 
setting, Raymond Sovey; presented by Ra- 
phael and Robert Hakim, at Henry Mil- 


Comedy 


ler, N. ¥., May 18, ’41; at $3.30 top. 


PANcine. .cccccccccccvesesese Barbara Kent 
Marianne. .ccccccccccccess Diana Barrymore 
Oliver...cccccccccccccces Frederick Bradlee 
Pernett®. .cccsccores 0b Pees sses Joan Tetzel 
BOPnardd oc cocccccccccccccesseces Peter Scott 
PRICURGl. ccvcvccccaccccocess Fdward Ashley 








One of those well-intentioned, slim 
|}and rather foolish little plays that 


every spring, ‘The Happy Days’ is 
too fragile to last long. Broadway 
first-nighters, who hadn’t had an 
opening to gawk at in weeks, were 
| tolerantly attentive during its garru- 
| lous first act, but the increasing silli- 
| ness of the next two stanzas had the 
| spectators either yawning or titter- 
ing. It’s all pretty ineffectual. 








Zoe Akins, who wrote ‘The Old 





= 














EDDIE 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 


ON TOUR 


to the late Marie Dressler, called ‘O 
| Evening Star,’ adapted this valentine 


| Claude-Andre Puget. 


| distinction is that they made 
French film, ‘Pepe Le Molo.’ 
‘Happy Days’ is about two sets of 
| children left without adult super- 
vision in a house in the Thousand 
Islands when the parents of three of 
| them go away to attend a funeral. 
| They get their puppy-romance rather 
| involved, but are finally straightened 
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out without serious casualty by an 
aviator whose plane is forced down 
nearby. Next time he’ll probably 
find it simpler just to plunk into the 
river. 

With little mettlesome material at 
their disposal, the young actors try 
to make up for it with zeal of per- 
formance. Naturally, they don’t suc- 
| ceed, There are occasionally appeal- 
| ing moments, but frequently the 
| strenuous playing merely accentuates 
the play’s weaknesses. That applies 
to Diana Barrymore and Joan Tetzel 
as the more impetuously romantic of 





and Olive | 


seem to pop up almost from nowhere | 


Maid’ and then an embarrassing ode | 


2 $2-THEATRE 
IDEAS FOR N. Y. 


Broadway are in the making, one 
being more or less definitely formu- 
lated by the Theatre Guild. The 
| other has to do with the use of the 
| Adelphi theatre, now in the posses- 





| which renamed the house Radiant 
| Center (it was originally built as the 
Craig). 

J. B. Scheffer ts the main man of 
the cult, which was scrutinized some 
months ago by authorities 
membership didoes. Understoed that 
the cult is receptive to offers to take 
the theatre off its hands, spot ap- 
parently not being satisfactory. for 
its activities. Performances are given 
there occasionally, members only 
being admitted, while the players 
eppear gratis for the cause. 

House is larger than the average 
legiter and could draw enough coin 
for a popular-priced venture. It was 
tried out twice, with shows moving 
there from theatres within the thea- 
tre district, admission being dropped 
to $1.10 from $3.30 for ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois’ and ‘See My Lawyer.’ 
New plan, however, is to present 
new plays in the west 54th street 
house, located several blocks north 
of the show zone. 

Guild’s idea is to present revivals 
of its former successes at $2.20 top 
in addition to the organization’s 
scheduled subscription season. Re- 
vivals would then be sent on tour. 
No stock or repertory is intended, 
the visiting star system being pre- 
ferred. Guilders figure that the) 
newer generation would be at- 
tracted to the revivals. 





| 
over 


Inside Stuff—Lesit. 








John Ryland, colored attendant at the Empire, N. Y., who died about 


three years ago, is buried in Woodlawn cemetery, though few along Broad- 


| way are aware of it. 


Matter came to light last week when Al Thomas, 


| who also was employed at the Empire, sought donations for the care of 


| 


Two plens for a $2 theatre on '_Ryland’s grave. Thomas is now in the Gilbert Miller office. , 
Understood that Ryland had been promised a resting place in the plot of 
, Al Hayman, for whom he worked. 


While there was provision in the 


|; Showman’s will to that effect, coin for upkeep was not taken care of. 





| Jayne Cotter, general understudy in ‘The Happy Days,’ the Zoe Akins 


play which opened last week (Tuesday) at the Henry Miller, N. Y., got the 
job through a booklet she and other girls from the Rehearsal Club, N. Y., 
sent to producers, agents and talent scouts to introduce themselves. 


She 


was also tested last week by RKO and, if not signed by that studio, will be 


tested by Columbia. 


She appeared in summer stock and film shorts and 


| has danced professionally, but never before on Broadway. 





When ‘Life With Father’ closes at the Walnut Street theatre, Philly, on 


May 31, it will break a house record of 133 years’ standing. Oscar Serlin’s 
| play will have had a run of 13 consecutive weeks, tops for any production 
| since the house opened in 1808. The Walnut is claimed to be the oldest 


English-speaking theatre in North America. 


‘Father’ is believed to hold 


_the modern record for a long run of any legit production in Philly. 





Sam Beckhardt, ticket broker who passed away recently, was virtually 


penniless, though formerly fairly well fixed. That he was well liked was 
shown when a purse was raised for the widow, collection amounting to 


$1,750. 


Contributions came from other ticket agency men and boxoffice treas- 


urers, 


A son, around 14, also survives. 





Entire company of ‘Hellzapoppin’ is burned up plenty at the Shuberts 
for failing to take care of the body of Frank Jerome, a performer who 


,died in Minneapolis two weeks ago. 


Though the Shuberts had promised 


| to handle the burial details, they did not do so. Theatre Authority finally 
| had to intervene and take over the job. 





Antoinette Perry is walking with difficulty after being abed with a 
wrenched back, the result of a strange incident. 
| a snow flurry she helped push a taxi. Friends joshed her, saying it might 
| have been worse—if she pushed a truck for instance. 


Some time ago during 





SEATTLE OPERA SO-SO 


Martinelli Date Not Well Exploited 
In Northwest Metropolis 








Seattle, May 20. 
The huge civic auditorium which 





EQUITY DROPS CHARGES 
AGAINST EMILE BOREO 


Charges filed with Equity against | 
Emile Boreo in connection with a 
benefit performance given in Nassau, | 
Bahamas, were dropped last week, | 
when the council was informed there 
was nothing improper with the ar- | 
rangements for the show. Boreo| 
was in the Latin Quarter, Miami | 
nitery show for the benefit which) 
Alan Corelli of the Theatre Author- | 
ity did not ‘clear.’ Others in the| 
floor show were not members of 
Equity. . | 

Equity sent word to Boreo to ap-| 
pear before council to explain why 
he disregarded TA orders not to play 
the benefit, but the registered letter 
never reached the actor. Corelli, 
however, saw Boreo in Chicago re- 
cently and was informed that the 
actors were paid for their appear- 
ance at Nassau and the TA head 





then requested the charges to be dis- | 
Duke of Windsor was in! 


missed. 
charge of the show, a benefit for the 
British War Relief fund. First-class 


accorded the visiting professionals. 


and Peter Scott is at least unostenta- 
tious as the only other boy. As the 
adult who innocently gets involved 
|in all this, Edward Ashley redeems 
a treacherous part. Barbara Kent, 
|an English ingenue making her 
| American debut as the only reason- 





ably sensible one of the children, has | 
a do, but she is self-possessed | 


| and has the looks to merit Hollywood 
| attention. 
| Arthur Ripley’s direction keeps the 
| actors constantly on the move, as 
| though he had been afraid the audi- 
ence might be going to throw things. 
Raymond Sovey’s single setting 
gives a realistic impression of in- 
terior permanence. Hobe. 


College Play 


| BUT NOT FOR LOVE 


(YALE DRAMA DEPARTMENT) 

New Haven, May 16. 
Comedy in three acts (five scenes) by 
Charles Rabiner. Directed by Frank Me- 
Mullan; settings, Peter Wolf. Presented 
by Yale Department of Drama at Uni- 
versity theatre, New Haven, May 14-16, 
"41 


to youth from a Parisian success by | 
It marks the! 
| Broadway production debut for Ra-| 
| phael and Robert Hakim, whose chief | 
the | 








Cast: Kathleen Johnson, Charles Suggs, 
Norman Holland, Frank Gaunt, Virginia 
Dorris, Grace Bailey, Richard Fleischer, 
William Nelson, SBetty-Lou Evans, Lawr- 
ence Dobkin, Lucille Clarke, Joseph Marra, 
J. Donald Fisk, Eldon Winkler, Mortimer 
Lichtenstein, Raymond Lanning, Stephen 
Bradley. 





One of the best productions in 
some time to come out of Yale’s 
workshop was tossed across the foot- 
lights in the form of a comedy deal- 
ing with playwrights, actresses, di- 





the girls, Frederick Bradlee is almost 











‘too realistic as a fatuous youngster, 


rectors and their romantic entangle- 
«Continued on page 54) 


| smaller. 


transportation and hotel rooms were | 


seats 7.000 was used last Wednesday 
night for Giovanni Martinelli in ‘Il 
Trovetore’ which made the small 


audience that turned out, look much 
The gross, at $2.30 top, 
estimated around $2,800. 


La Scala Opera Co. promoted the 
event, which had tough competition 
from the ‘Ice Follies’ next door. 
However it is figured promotional 
work for Martinelli was way below 
par, which is the major reason this 
top tenor didn’t get the ettention he 
should have had. Myrtle Leonard, 
in the Azucena role and Grete 
Stuekgold, were other standouts in 
the cast. 





Sidney-Adler to Play 


‘Golden Boy’ at Mich. U 





Detroit, May 20. 
Sylvia Sidney and Luther Adler, 
currently touring ‘Accent on Youth,’ 
will do ‘Golden Boy’ at Ann Arbor, 
part of the annual festival at the 


| University of Michigan, scheduled 
|for Commencement Week, June 
| 17-21. 


Others signed for the festival in- 
clude Leon Ames and Ruth Matte- 
son in their original roles of “The 
Male Animal,’ and Mildred Natwick 
in ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ The other 
two offerings will be ‘Skylark’ and 
‘Man and Superman.’ 





Lou Kaliski vice Cohen 
For Shuberts in Chicago 


Chicago, May 20. 

Shift in the Shubert setup here 
impends, with Lou Kaliski slated to 
| come in from Detroit to replace Abe 
| Cohen, who has been repping the 
Shubert houses along with Sam 
| Gerson. Cohen is leaving to take 
| over the Dallas shows for the Shu- 
| berts. 


With the Selwyn, Studebaker and 
| Harris theatres fated to go dark in a 
few weeks, Kaliski may postpone his 
Chi entry until the fall. 


Meet the Judge 


Los Angeles, May 20. 

Voluntary bankruptcy petition was 
| filed here by Hollywood Theatre Al- 
| liance, Inc., producer of ‘Meet the 
| People.’ Liabilities are listed at 
| $28,574 and assets at $30,511, consist- 
ing largely of the book value of 
| props and other equipment. 

Company owes state of California 
$3,077 and New York $1,467 for state 
| unemployment insurance. 











MANAGERS-DRAMATISTS 
MAKING MORE PROGRESS 


Further progress in revising the 
amended basic agreement between 
the authors and managers was re- 
ported Tuesday (20) when a second 
session between representatives of 
the League of New York Theatres 
and Dramatists Guild met. Most of 


the remaining points at issue were 
disposed of, but agafn ft was neces- 
sary to refer the issue back to the 
boards of the respective organiza- 
tions. 

It may not be until fall that the 
pact will be gotten into final form, 
but it was agreed that all contracts 
between producers and authors 
made up to that time -are to carry 
riders. Latter will stipulate that the 
contracts are to be subject to any 
revisions still pending. Understood 
that around 40 contracts for new 
plays due next season have already 
been signatured, and it is likely the 
rider provision will be made retro- 
active to include such plays. 
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Chi Legit B.0. at Low Level; ‘Father, 





$11,700, Closing (24), ‘Hellz’ N.G. 196 


Chicago, May 20. 

Town remains in the dumps. Last 
week was salvaged a trifle by some 
perk-up on Friday and Saturday, 
but otherwise the grosses were dis- 
tinctly slow. 

Tip-off on the state of the b.o. here 
is seen in the gross of ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
in the 4,000-seat Auditorium at $3.30 
top. For first full week of eight per- 
formances, the show came in under 
the wire a mild $19,000. Not until 
Saturday night was attendance okay. 
Take then was $5,000. 


‘Life With Father’ will finally close 
on Saturday (24) after a record- 
smashing stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Asenic and Old Lace,’ Grand (6th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Remains off, 
but looks to go on for several more 
weeks easily. Slipped to around 
$11,000. 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Selwyn (2nd 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Not going any- 
where at the present money pace 
and will have to struggle to last out 
its four weeks in the house; drag- 
ging $9,500 last week. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Auditorium (lst 
week) (4,000; $3.30). In mammoth 
house the Eddie Garr-Billy House 
unit slow to stir Chicago interest and 
limped in with $19,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(65th week) (1,200; $2.75). At long 
last this one reaches the final week 
of a sensational stay, closing on Sat- 
urday (24) after cracking all Chi- 
cago money and run records. Held 
to $11,700. 


‘My Sister Eileen, Harris (13th: 


week) (1,000; $2.75). Comedy run- 
ning along to profitable pace and will 
stay through June easily despite dip 
to $10,500 

‘Twelfth Night,’ Erlanger (2nd 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Second and 
final week under Theatre Guild- 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion and goes on for a fortnight on 
its own. Conciderably, under ca- 
pacity at $14,000, which precludes 
possibility of fifth week. 


‘DUBARRY’, #16 $22,000, 
ENDS BALTO SEASO 


Baltimore, May 20. 

Extra big season of legit bowed 
out last week with a bang. First 
musical of the year and last of the 
fullsome bookings experienced here. 
‘Dubarry Was a Lady’ mopped up 
from the teeoff, grossing estimated 
$22,000. 

Played Ford’s 1,900-seater, at $2.77 
top. 


Dante Magic Skids 
In Pitt With $2,200 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

Nixon picked final week of year to 
hit a new low for the season. At- 
traction was Dante, who brought his 
magic show back for a return en- 
gagement after ringing up sensa- 
tional $10,500 at $1.50 top in Janu- 
ary. It was a different story this 
time, ‘Sim Sala Bim’ barely getting 
$2,200. Previous low was made by 
Douglass Montgomery - Florence 
Reed-Violet Heming ‘Nisht Must 
Fall,’ which did $3,200. 

Only plausible reason for Dante’s 
miserable showing was that he had 
squeezed his draw dry first trip 
around, but Nixon is still at a loss 
to account for the hundreds who 
were turned away then, when at- 
traction grabbed $5,000 in its final 
three performances. Nixon has a 
780-seat gallery. At last Wednes- 
day’s mat there was exactly one 
person (1) up there. 


Veloz-Yolanda, 236 


Milwaukee, May 20. 
Veloz and Yolanda, with their 
*‘Dance Americana,’ came into the 
1,600-seat Pabst theatre last Tuesday 














night (13) to wind up the season in | 


the indie legit house, and it wasn’t 
neariy big enough to accommodate 
the crowds. 
capacity for the one performance to 
re estimated gross of $2,500 at $2.75 
op. 





$17,000 in Chi 
Chicago, May 20. 
In eight concert performances in 
Orchestra Hall Veloz and Yolanda, 
at $2.75 top, grossed $17,000. 
It means practically capacity busi- 
ness, 





Horton 9G in S.F. Finale 


San Francisco, May 20. 

Edward Everett Horton’s ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ took estimated $9,000 
on its fourth and final stanza at 
Henry Duffy’s Alcazar here. Final 
performance was a sellout and legiter 
could have carried on save for Hor- 
ton’s film commitments. 


4 . 


‘Life’ 8G in Det. 


Detroit, May 20. 
Dipping back into Detroit for the 
second time in five months, ‘Time of 
Your Life’ in eight performances last 
week at the Cass emerged with an 
approximate $8,000. Top was $2.75. 
House goes dark until June 2, 
when ‘Life with Father,’ with Dor- 
othy Gish and Louis Calhern head- 
ing the cast, settles down. 


CORIO’S ‘CARGO’ GOOD 
7G ON SUBWAY TIME 


Ann Corio’s Tondeleyo in ‘White 
Cargo’ gave the Windsor, Bronx, es- 
timated good $7,000 for the seven 
days ending Monday (19) at $1.10 
top. Show moved to the Brandts’ 
sister stage-show house, the Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, last night (Tuesday ), 
and goes to the Adams, Newark, next 
week. ‘Little Foxes’ is preceding 
‘Cargo’ around the circuit, doing 
profitable but less spectacular busi- 
ness. 

There’s a possibility of bringing 
‘Cargo’ to Broadway, either after it 
tours the subway time or in the fall. 
Lee Shubert is said to be interested 
in associating himself with the pro- 
duction and journeyed out to the 














Bronx last week to catch it. 


Central City Signs 
Leads for 2 Operas 


Denver, May 20. 
Four Metropolitan Opera and con- 











The house did absolute | 


‘cert stars have been signed to play 
\the leads in this summer’s two pro 
| ductions at the 63-year-old opera 
house in Central City. They in- 
| clude Anna Kaskas and Margit Bo- 
|kor, who will carry leads in ‘Or- 
}pheus,, and John Brownlee and 
Stella Andrews, with similar spots in 
‘Barber of Seville.’ Run extends for 
three weeks, starting with ‘Barber’ 
on July 5. 

Frank St. Leger will again con- 
j}duct, and Robert Edmond Jones will 
| produce. 


‘Dinner’ 136 in N. H. 


New Haven, May 20. 

First full week to play this town 
|in some time registered okay biz. 
It was the Alexander Woollcott ‘Man 
| Who Came to Dinner’ troupe, in for 
| eight performances last week (12- 
117) at $2.75 top. Estimated gross 
| bettered $13,000. 











| vue this last half (22-24) and indi- 
cations are this will be the season’s 
folder upper. 


Current Road Shows 


(May 21-31) 








‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 
Grand, Chicago (21-31). 

‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshell) 
—Royal Alexandra, Toronto (21-24). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Selwyn, Chicago (21-31). 


‘Gay Divorce’—Shubert, Boston 
| (21-24); Forrest, Philadelphia (26- 
32). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Aud., Chicago 
(21-31). 


‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicego (21-31). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (21-31). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 

ander Woollcott)—Colonial, Boston 
| (21-31). 
‘Meet the People’—Bushnell aud., 
| Hartford, Conn. (21); Shubert, New 
Haven (22-24); Shubert, Boston 
(26-31). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chicago 
(21-31). 

‘Pins and Needles’—Biltmore, Los 
Angeles (21-31). 

‘Rose Marie’—His Majesty’s, Mont- 
real (21-24); Royel Alexandra, To- 
ronto (26-31). 

‘Student Prince’—Forrest, 
delphia (21-24). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn. (21-24); 
Capitol, Pawtucket, R. I. (26-31). 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes. 
| Maurice Evans)——Erlanger, Chicago 
| (21-31). 
| ‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke, Pau] 





Phila- 








| House has ‘Meet the People’ re- | 


Cavanagh)—Alcazar, San Francisco , 


| (21-24). 
| ‘Women Aren’t Angels’ 
| Clark)—Wilbur, Boston (21-24). 


(Bobby | 


“Gay Divorce’, $19,000, 
‘Angels’, 56, OK in Hub 


Bostcn, May 20. 

Three shows in town are giving 
the tag-end of the season a nice lift. 
‘Ga ivorce,’ revived and revised, 
wit Dorothy and Paula Stone, 
Luella Gear and Charles Collins, un- 
veiled last week (13); and ‘Women 
Aren’t Angels,’ starring Bobby Clark 
and Melyille Cooper, made its Amer- 
ican debut Thursday (15). 

Alexander Woollcott opened a 
two-week engagement as ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ Monday (19). 
‘Meet the People’ comes in next 
Monday (26). 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Gay Divorce’ (Shubert) (7 per- 
formances) (1,590; $2.75)—Greeted 
by cordial notices and encouraging 
trade; around $10,000 for initial 
stanza. One week more. 

‘Women Aren’t Angels’ (Wilbur) 
(4 performances) (1,227; $2.75)—Fa- 
vorable press for this farce. Took 
around $5,000 and will stay at least 
one more week for tightening up. 


PINS’ FLOPS IN L. A; 








MEAGRE $6,000, 10 DAYS. 





Hollywood, May 20. 
‘Pins and Needles,’ wading around 
in red at Biltmore, is folding after 
10 days mezgre trade. First week 
won't get better than $6,000, with 
house scaled at $1.50 top plus 35c 
for balcony at matinees, lowest scale 
in 17-year history of theatre. Troupe 
breaks up after local engagement, 
heading east for summer festival. 
‘Rio Ritz,’ initialing four weeks of 
spring festival at Philharmonic, 
should click off around $30,000 at 
$2.75 top. Being a civic promotion 
piece, it is getting heavy play in 
dailies though not first-rate enter- 
tainment. 
Biltmore darkens 
when ‘Tobacco Road’ 
sixth playback in L.A. 


New Legit Spot 


Great Falis, Mont., May 20. 

New auditorium, seating 1,882, hes 
been completed and will be avail- 
able for touring legit shows. It is 
housed in the Civic Center build- 
ing and is equipped to handle all 
kinds and sizes of productions. 

Also in the ilding is an arti- 
ficial ice arena 160 by 76 feet, with 
seating room for 2,750 spectators. 
W. P. Harrison, menager, is booking 
shows of both types for next sea- 
son. 


until August 
comes in for 














Bway Settling Into Summer Groove: 


Days’ $5,000, Doubtful, ‘Rhine’ 196, 
‘Arsenic 1656, Claudia 126, All OK 


As Broadway nears the final week 


/of the regular season business con-| week) (D-1,520; $3.30). 
tinues to be on the downgrade gen- | 


erally, but there were no violent de- 
clines last week. 
Estimates fer Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 


(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 
‘Asenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 


(19th week) (CD-938; $3.30). 
of the limited number of shows still 
selling out; much better here than 
in Chicago; over $16,500. 
‘Claudia,’ Booth (14th week) (C- 
712; $3.30). Particularly strong mat- 
inees, helping keep the gross in 


the four-figure division; averaging 
over $12,000. 
‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 


(139th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). While 
also off, it is considerably above 
even break level; will enter summer 
period and may stick it through; 
rated around $18,000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (7th 
week) (repeat engagement) (R- 
3,087; $2.75). Off to around $17,000, 
but betters even break; with extra 
matinee next week (Memorial Day) 
and parties this week takings will 
climb; seat sale through June. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (35th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Change in 
lead may affect modest §grosser, 
which dropped under $5,000 last 
week; questionable about summer 
holdover. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (17th 
week) (M-1,375; $440). Broadway 
leader plays to standees all per- 
formances; another three weeks be- 
fore suspending for summer; $31,700 
and more. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (79th 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Only slight- 
ly under previous week; quoted at 
$15,000, which is excellent for long- 
staying laugh show. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(5lst week) (C-1,450; $4.46). Man- 
agement has decided to enter second 
summer period; passes year’s run 
mark in few days; rated around $18,- 
000; was formerly list leader. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (83d week) (C-1,013; $2.20). Big 
Saturday night; reduction in scale a 
factor and gross again picked up to 
some degree; claimed $8,500; enough 
to keep it going to profit. 

‘My. Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (2I1st 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). 
have slightly improved and _ is 
among leading candidates to play 
through summer; $13,000. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (18th 
week) (C-891; $3.30). Moderately | 
successful comedy meller has its ups 
and cowns, but evidently - still 


One) 


Claimed to! 


‘Native Son,’ St. James’, (8th 
\ About held 
its own; melodrama from _ sensa- 
| tional book not among leaders, but 


has been making the grade; $11,500. 


‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (2ist week) 
| (M-1,104; $4.40). Under the levels 
,of earlier months, but making a 
profit right along; better than $18,- 


| 000 indicated. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (29th 
| week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Has been 
| easing off for some weeks, but ear- 
| lier list leader same runner-up to 
‘Lady in the Dark’; around $26,000. 

‘Separate Reoms,’ Plymouth (60th 
| week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Management 
| still contending this one will out- 
| last most of the others on list; cut- 
|rating but making money; around 
‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(4th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Costs 
| little to operate Sareyan one-setter: 
both house and show said to be 
| Sersoo” a profit; slightly down at 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 
(25th week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Held 
its own or better last week and 
‘chances for summer continuance 
| stronger; quoted over $14,000; plenty 
for this import. 

‘The Happy Days,’ Miller (ist 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Opened Tues- 
gay (13) last week and after good 
premiere business rather weak; 
doubtful press; under $5,000. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (287th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.10). Still looks 
indefinite as Sundays are to continue 
another season; around $4,000 or 
sligthly less. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (7th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Agency de- 
mand puts this one on top of the 
field; few straight plays near pace 
of capacity draw; $19,500. 

Revival 

‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(10th week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Will 
play into June, but not beyond end 
of that month; excellent record for 
old comedy which topped straight 
play for time; over $15,000 quoted. 

Subway Circuit 

‘Charley’s Aunt,” Windsor, Bronx. 

‘White Cargo,’ Flatbush, Brooklyn 
(with Anne Corio). 





“& 





‘Accent’ 6!4G in Toronto 


Toronto, May 17. 
Co-starring in ‘Accent on Youth,’ 
Sylvia Sidney and Luther Adler 
chalked up just fair estimated $6.500 
at the Royal Alexandra last week. 
Opening of the Woodbine race sea- 





breaking even; $6,000 estimated. 


son dented matinee business. 























AMERICA WE THANK YOU! 


You are giving us munitions, aeroplanes, ships 


good work of entertaining the people of London. 


Many thanks boys. 


BUD FLANAGAN 


AND 


CHESNEY ALLEN, 


VICTORIA PALACE, 
LOMDON, 
ENGLAND. 





and a good heart to carry on the fight. 


May we personally thank OLSEN AND 
JOHNSON for so kindly sending us thousands of 


gags and sketches to enable us to carry on the 
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Literati 








Pegler Vs. Winchell 
Feud between Westbrook Pegler 
(Scripps-Howard) and Walter Win- | 
chell was fiercely fanned last week | 
when, in Thursday's (15) column, | 
Pegler blasted the tab columnist- | 
commentator to a degree seldom | 
known in journalism. It was anony-' 
mous, no names mentioned, but no, 
mistaking whom Pegler meant. 
It’s reported that Pegler’s anger | 
was roused over reports that Win-| 
chell resented the Pulitzer award to | 
Pegler, the latter hearing about 
comments supposed to have ema- | 

nated from the Hearst writer. 


Winchell came back with the 
claim of his ‘girl Friday’ that 
‘nearly 90 American mewspapers 


have gone to their graves in the last 
three years. Your column did not) 
appear in any of them, but most of | 
them published Pegler.” A _ subse-| 
quent barb, in the Sunday syndica- 
tion, by Winchell showed himself 
No. 1 in a columnar survey, and 
Pegler next to the cellar. 





British Vogue Urges Sharing 

A situation created by the war, 
and which is indicative of problems 
that have beset nearly all publica- 
tions in England, is best exemplified 
by a statement published in the 
London and provincial press recent- 
ly by British Vogue, the edition 
there of the American fashion maga- 
zine. The statement: 

‘The proprietors of Vogue ex- 
press their regret™to would-be 
purchasers of their magazine 
who cannot get a copy.... The 
circulation of Vogue is already 
substantially above the pre-war 
figure, and official Paper Con- 
trol restrictions make it impos- 
sible to print the considerable 
further quantity which is in de- 
mand. If you have been able 
to obtain a copy, please share it 
with any friend who has not 
been so fortunate.’ 





Cincy News Guild Row 

A three-hour letdown May 13 by 
Newspaper Guilders on the Cincin- 
nati Post, Scripps-Howard sheet, 
paved the way for the return of 
William Dowdell as city editor, from 
which he was let out the night be- 
fore. Action of the Guilders did 
not cause a missout on any edition. 
Workers resumed when the man- 
agement posted a notice that Dow- 
dell could have his job back when- 
ever he wanted it. 

According to inside sources, Dow- 
dell received the exit cue after he | 
refused to transfer to a _ rewrite 
chore which involved a $2,000 yearly 
severance fee, 





Lippincott-Stokes Merger 
Union of two major book publish- | 
ing houses was brought about last | 





week wien J. B. Lippincott Co. ac- 
quired the controlling interest 
Frederick A. Stokes Co. New of- 
ficers of Stokes firm are: Joseph W. 


Lippincott, president; George Ste- 
vens, vice-president; Horace W. 
Stokes, treasurer: T. F. Mahony, 


secretary, and Lynn Carrick, assist- 
ant secretary. 

Members of the board of directors: 
Joseph W. Lippincott, H. K. Bauern- 
feind, Helen Dean Fish, Horace W. 
Stokes, T. F. Mahony, and Percy 
Loring. The Lippincott firm, whose 
home office is in Philly, was found- 
ed in 1792; Stokes organized in 1881. 





Coney Isle Excerpt in Harper’s 
Portion of Oliver Pilat’s and Jo 


| Ranson’s ‘Sodom by the Sea: An! 


Affectionate History of Coney Island’ 
has been sold to Harper’s Bazaar for 
July appearance. Mag piece is called 


‘How Coney Island Got That Way.’ | 


Book will be published by Double- 
day-Doran, also in July. 





Frank Sullivan on PM 
Frank Sullivan has been inked by 
PM to do a column three times a 
week. First one appeared Monday 
(19). 
Humorist was long familiar when 


on the staff of the N. Y. World, de- | 


funct. He is one of the 21 engels 
of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 





LITERATI OBITS 
Ralph Romano, 34, photograpnher 


for the Pittsburgh Press, died last | 


week following an operation for 
double mastoid. Before going with 
Press, Romano managed World 
Wide news photo bureau in Pitts- 
burgh. 

J. W. T. Mason, 62, United Press 
war expert and former foreign cor- 
respondent, died of a heart attack 
last week in New York. Shortly 
after writing his column on Monday 
(12), he returned to his hotel where 
he was stricken. 





CHATTER 

Ed Hill, 
night city editor, recovering from 
a siege of illness. 

Russell Maloney, of the New 
Yorker, convalescing from an ap- 
pendectomy at Harkness Pavilion. 

John Spencer, city editor, Norfolk 
(Va.) Pilot, upped to maneging edi- 
tor. Replaces W. R. Harris, elected 
to Congress. 

Joseph Driscoll, chief of New York 
Herald-Tribune’s Washington staff, 
upped to ‘national correspondent.’ 
He’ll cover important news stories 
wherever they break. Bert A. An- 
drews, of city staff, replaces Dris- 
coll in Washington, 

Allan Reagan, onetime New York 
City newspaperman and later sports 
editor of Hearst’s Albany Times- 
Union, has been appointed director 


in | 


B. 2. World-Telegrem | 


lof publicity in the recently estab- 
‘lished New York State Division of 
Commerce at $6,250 a year. 

Larry Sisk, Texas newspaperman, 
has become director of a regional 
| public relations office established at 
Dallas by the Office of Emergency 
Manzgement, the U. S. over-all de- 
fense agency. He was managing 
editor of the Fort Worth Press, 
Scripps-Howard, in 1935 and 1936. 











S.S. Zamzam 


Continued from page 3 














several times and being rated as an 
expert automobile mechanic. Be- 
fore sailing from Jersey City late in 
March, Faversham said he intended 
sending back articles for VariEeTY 
during his service in Africa. 

Also reported on board the ship 
‘was Ray Colcord, Jr., 24, an actor in 
minor parts on Broadway. He is 
|from Tulsa, Okla., the son of an 
oil man. He was also a member of 
| the ambulance corps. With the same 
| group were Michael Kirchway Clark, 
'21, of New York, son of Freda 

Kirchway, editor of The Nation; and 
John W. Ryan, 21, of Newton, Mass., 
|son of George B. Ryan, editor of the 
Boston Herald. Clark is on leave 
of absence from Harvard, and Ryan 
on similar leave from the University 
,of North Carolina. 

According to dispatches from Ber- 
lin yesterday (Tuesday) those on the 
| Zamzam were said to have been re- 
moved from the ship by the Nazi 
raider and to have been taken to 
some occupied territory, where they 
are now being held. There appears 
to be some question of whether the 


| Germans will continue to hold them, 
since they are neutrals and were 
traveling on a technically neutral 
ship. 








Dionne Quints 


Continued from page 1 





| Ontario Government's Travel Bu- 
recu) realize the enormity of the 
five youngsters’ offence; then the 
letters began to come in from all 
parts of Canada and the United 
States. Despite this, however, more 
|than 4,000 requests had come in 
| within the following 48-hours for 
the souvenir invitation of the quints 
|to visit them in Ontario, this was 
| part of the announcer’s commercial 
| spiel. 
The incident may bring to a head 
the question of the children’s educa- 
| tion. Meanwhite, Lowell Thomas 
| will journey up to the North Bay 
| nursery on the evening of May 28 to 
| interview the five little girls on their 
| seventh birthday; they are also on 
| the Ned Sparks series again on June 
|1. What language the tots will speak 
| in, or what the outcome will be, is 
| just enother quiz question in which 
| the majority of Canadians are not 


' particularly interested. 
SEALE AND DI SO TTA 





, 











Is Your Name Here? 


WV T MAY VERY WELL BE. For on this list you will find the great and the near great, the riff and the raff, the 
pot and the pourri of humanity. There is the voluptuous strip queen, bare-foot up to her chin; there 
is the unsung samaritan who fed chili con carne to a phonograph; the actress who wanted to be 

“measured”; the prize-fighter who wrote love stories; the hams and stars of stage, screen and radio. 


And they’re all in H. ALLEN SMITH’S HILARIOUS NEW BOOK - 


Who is this jetsam journalist, 
H, Allen Smith? Fred Allen says: 
“Mr. Smith is the screwball’s Bos- 
well.” Fred Allen is right. To Mr. 






Smith the world is 
psychopathic ward, hi 
just a pore-spattered 
concealing a story. 


ey 


Mr. Smith knows the people you know—and he 
writes about them in the funniest, 


ious book to come off a press sinc 


invented movable type. It is a fun-poking, belly- 
laugh book which does to celebrities and screw- 
balls what A Smattering of Ignorance did to 


musicians. It is a book you will 
may even be in it.- 


Look Also for Your Mother's & Grandmothers’ 


J. Montgomery Flagg 
Brenda Frazier 
Marlene Dietrich: 


Gloria Swanson 

Sinclair Lewis 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr, 
William Ssroyan 
Jimmy Walker 

Ben Hecht 

Alexander Woollcott 
Henry L. Mencken 


Kay Fears 


by H. 


Margaret Lockwood 
Ozzie Nelson 

Richard B. 
Doris Davenport 


Low MAN ON A TOTEM Pole 


Vivien Leigh 
Laurence Olivier 
Bernard Sobel 
Mare Connelly 
Stanley Walker 


Alfred Hitchcock: 
Joan Bennett 
Olivia de Havilland 
Richard Arlen 
Victor Moore 


Cesar Romero 
Ben Crisler 

A. C. Blumenthal 
Joan Blondeli 
Hedy LaMarr 


Lucius Beebe May Robson Rosemary Lane 
a seething Sally Rand Franchot Tone Carole Lombard 
fell Max Mink George Raft Clark Gable 
s lellow man Margie Hart Gene Austin Ben Serkowich 
husk that is Faith Bacon Andrews Sisters Wallace Beery 
Earl Carroll Anita Louise Polly Adier 
Gypsy Rose Lee Harpo Marx Walter Winchell 
Lois Da Fee Bing Crosby John Barrymore 
most hiler- Orson Welles The Kapps Elaine Barrie 
: Art Donegan Jimmy Durante Madge MacDonald 
e Gutenberg Jackie Gately Jack Benny Alfred G. Vanderbilt 


Gloria Jean 
Georgie Hale 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Frisco 

Jack Dempsey 
James Cagney 


enjoy. You f 
Joseph Mitchell 


Eddie Cantor 
Brock Pemberton 
Joe E. Brown 

Ben Bernie 

Bob Ripley 

Hal Kemp 

John Scott Trotter 


Mickey Rooney 
pact Muni 
ortland Hoffa 
Kenny Baker 
Boris Morros 
Tsitzel B. DeMille 
exas Guinan 


ax —. shiney Ennis illy Rose 
nn Sheridan rank Buck 
Maiden Names Bob Burns Marguerite Clark 
Jim Moran Mae West 
I. J. Fox Lupe Velez 
Fred Waring Ruby Keeler : 
Paul Douglas Tallulah Bankhead 3 
Gary Cooper The Shuberts 
Greta Garbo Jack Oakie 
Harrison Gene Fowler Stuart Erwin 
Dorothy Lamour June 


Allen Smith 


INTRODUCTION BY FRED ALLEN 


At all booksellers - 


$2.00 . DOUBLEDAY, DORAN 








Alibible for Press Agents 


By ERNEST LEHMAN 


‘All right, so your picture wasn’t in the late editions!...But you were 
in the pink...When you're in the pink, you're right before the eyes of 
the Lindy’s crowd... You want better than that?’ 





‘Yes, Larry, I know you wanna be in Winchell, but lemme tell you some. 
thing—this Griffin has a great following...On Sunday, they got more time 
to digest what they read, too.’ 





‘You're in Kilgallen today...Yeah...The column is called ‘You Cen't 


| Frint That’...There’s a paragraph in it about an up-and-coming bandleader 


named Johnny X...That’s you, Freddie.’ 





‘It'll definitely be in tomorrow...He swears it’s in the overset.’ 





‘Baby, I hed Life all set to give you the cover...Then Hitler double- 
crossed us and took Greece.’ 





‘Now whadda ya wanna be in a 3c paper like the Telegram for?...The 
Telegraph is 25c!’ 





‘How do you like that guy?...He takes it and credits it to Oscar Levant 
at the Stork Club...You cannot believe < word them guys write...I give 
you my word, Harry, as soon as Weinberg told me the gag, I sat down and 
wrote it out giving you the punchola.’ 





‘Look, just because there is nothing in the papers for two weeks is no 
reason you should be feeling I am not in there punching for you all the 
way...Every day I am in there putting in the good word for you with the 
boys who count...It takes time...All of e sudden, Bingo—you will be 
k. ocked over with clippings!...Look, your business is emceeing...My busi- 
ness ig publicity...You know your business...I don’t...I know my busi- 
ness... You don’t...Believe me, you are getting a terrific job...And any 
time you doubt me, come over and we will paw over the scrapbook.’ 





‘All right, so you weren't really with the dame at the Copacabana. ..So 
you weren’t given a screen test by Metro...So you didn’t call Mickey 
Rooney a Metro-gnome...So you didn’t get mobbed by dames outside the 
Pzramount...You wanted to get your name in the columns, didn’t you?... 
Next time you want the truth printed about yourself, don’t hire a press 
asent...Hire a stool pigeon!’ 





‘Sure he’s getting more space than you...Whaddaya want, quantity or 
quelity?...Every word I’m getting you is gonna mean dollars in the bank 
someday.’ 

‘Remember it isn’t only what I get in for you—it's also what I keep out 

. With a reputation as valuable as yours, it is important that you have 
not just a press agent... You need a suppress agent, too...That’s me.’ 





‘Of course...They’re stupid...Didya ever know a city desk that knew 
good story when it saw one?’ . 7" 





‘So he didn’t use your name!...So what?...The hep guys know he meant 
you.’ 





‘He says just as soon as the war quiets down, he'll run it on page three.’ 





‘I hadda give it a phoney twist...Tell your wife the part about the other 
dame was dreamed up by me just to give it some punch.’ 





‘Joe, I tell you he'll never mention your spot...He walked in once end 
the waiter forgot to pick up the check.’ 





‘Baby, it’s a cinch for Farrell's page if only you'll pose in a sweater... 
You know I wouldn't pull the wool over your eyes for nothing.’ 





‘Believe me, Max, a ‘Sound in the Night’ is better than an ad on the 
front page of the Times.’ 





‘If I get you too much publicity, people are gonna suspect you have a 
press agent...Now you're a smart guy, Tony... You don’t want people to 
think that.’ 





‘You should be happy Kilgallen didn’t give you a Gold Star... You want 
the wise guys around town to start calling you a Gold Ster mother?’ 





‘Be reasonable!...Orchids don't grow on trees!’ 
“You don’t know how happy I.was to see that you wéren’t mentioned in 
that column.,.Lord, what corn’ 








“Where was I all day?...I was down at the papers!’ 





‘Of course I haven’t forgotten ebout you...Why last night I was with 
Walter at the Stork and he said he thinks you're priceless...And then I 
went over to 21 and spoke to Louis about you, and I met Dorothy at Fefe's 
and got in the old propaganda...Saw Leonard at Sardi’s...Thinks you're 
great...Denton stopped by my table at the Copacabana to ask about you, 
and Ed sends his regards via the Havana-Madrid ringside...What’s that? 
..-Nick Kenny?... YOU WANNA BE IN NICK KENNY?... Look, Danny, 
my name is Horowitz...Not Houdini!’ 


,™ 
- 


'PORTERFIELD PROPOSES 
MORE BARTER HOUSES 


Robert Porterfield, whose opera- 
tion of the Barter theatre, Abing- 
don, Va., has attracted considerable 
attention, is planning the establish- 
ment of similar ventures throughout 
the country. He proposes that each 
stete endow a theatre, with farm 
products or manufactured articles ac- 
cepted in lieu of an admission price. 
Porterfield has outlined his plans by 
means of the lecture platform. 

His annual luncheons held in New 
York have been instrumental in 
building up Porterfield’s activities. 
From modestly attended functions 
the gatherings have stecdily grown. 
Last week the luncheon, given in the 
Waldorf-Astoria’s largest ballroom, 
drew capacity. Tickets were $2.50 
each, which did not cover the ex- 
pense. Ethel Barrymore was the 
guest of honor, being rewarded for 
her performance in ‘The Corn Is 
Green’ (National, N. Y.). 

While Porterfield’s luncheon went 
into the red several hundred dol- 
lars, he wes compensated in the pub- 
licity given the novel Barter theatre. 
It also helped his standing as a lec- 












Priorities 


Continued from page 45 
the Library of Congress. 


It will 
consist of transeriptions of historical 





material built around important 
documents, writings, and so forth, in 
the Library files. Joseph Liss, for- 
merly a staff writer with CBS in 
New York, is adapting some of the 
material. 


Full-hour program is scheduled 
for NBC blue May 29, the first anni- 
versary of the launching of the de- 
fense program with the creation of 
the National Defense Advisory Com- 
mission (since superseded by the’ 
Office of Emergency Management). 
No names or speakers are slated for 
the show, but it will be a drama- 
tized report of what has been ac- 
complished during the last year, 
with latest facts and figures on de- 
fense resources and new objectives 
for the defense drive. 

As part of the show, there will be 
six remote broadoasts. They will 
include pickups from a Pittsburgh 
steel plant, a Cleveland machine 
tool factory, a Denver vocational 
school, a Los Angeles aircraft plant, 
a Chester (Pa.) shipyard and a Sagi- 
naw (Mich.) machine gun factory. 





Stanza will be heard 9:80 to 10:30 


turer, whi i ime 
p.m. from New York. ch appears to be his prin 


. cipal source of income. 
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Broadway 





Neil Agnew nursing an infected 
eye. 

The Sam Woods 
town 

William K. Howard in town for a 
couple weeks. 

Jean Dale, actress-author, editor of 
new British News weekly. 

Al Rosen planning a five-week va- 
cation in New Hampshire. 

George Wellbaum celebrated an- 
other wedding anniversary. 

Joe Shea, now with General Mo- 
tors on film work, in town. 

Eddie Hyman of the Par h.o. cov- 
ering the upstate Netco theatres. 


(director) in 


Charlie Einfeld left for the Coast | 
Monday (19) after three weeks in 


the east. uve 

Roy Haines, Warner division man- 
ager, away on a tour of eastern ex- 
changes. 

‘Quentin Reynolds Can Take It’ is 
the title of a new piece in the June 
Esquire. 

Move streimer, special sales repre- 
sentative for UA, is at home recuper- 
ating from an illness. 

Sign outside office in the’ Sardi 
Bidg., ‘No Casting Today,’ has been 
there for three years. 

Robert Noack, former Federal 
Theatre director and actor, inducted 
into Army last week. 

Montague Gowthorpe ran 
molar trouble while on his vacation. 
He’s now back at the Par h.o. 

Laid up for two weeks with grippe, 
Sam Palmer of the Par distribution 
department is back on the job. 

Peter Nemiroff, who operates the 
Russian Kretchma, opens a _ beach 
club at Amityville, L. I., this week. 

Lou Simon, operator of Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire theatres, 
in town and has no kicks as to busi- 
ness. 

Lana Turner cut her New York 
vacash short last week to hurry 
back to the Coast, where her mother 
is ill. 

Oscar Straus to Hollywood at- 
tendant to Metro's filmization of 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
posed. 

Al Wilkie has taken over a small 


farm near the New York-New Jer- | 


sey line on the other side of the 
river. 

S. A. Lynch recovering from 
broken knee-cap, according to word 
from Miami where he operates Par 
theatres. 


Louis B. Mayer was at Belmont 


one day last week to see his Ossa- | 


bow win the International Steeple- 
chase handicap. ; 
Columbia tested Mara, Detroit- 
born Spanish dancer, now at Copa- 
cabana. RKO dittoed Lina Romgy, 
songstress at Waldorf. 
Elaine A. French, daughter of 


Bert French, retired theatrical pro-| 
weds Philip Blaisdell, com-| 


ducer, 
mercial artist, next month. 

Arthur Willi, RKO talent spades- 
man, returned Monday (19) from 
trip to Cleveland, where he lined up 
two lads for possible optioning. 

The first Theatrical Post in the 
country to buy a $500 Government 
Defense Bond was the Lt. A. Vernon 
Macaulay Post No. 270 of Boston. 

Publicist Lee Posner and Larry 
Page have turned artists’ represen- 
tatives 
agency, Nationwide Productions. 

Joe Bernhard, Warner 
head, held a meeting of managers of 
the New Jersey area in Newark dur- 
ing the past week to discuss summer 
policies. 


Beefsteak party arranged for Rags | 


Ragland and Red Marshall at. the 
Palace grill Friday (16) but former 


had been called to the Coast pre-, 


maturely. 

Renee Carroli, Sardi’s hatchecker, 
decided to vacation somewhere to 
get away from show biz, picked At- 
lantic City—and ran into the Variety 
Club convention. 

The dancing Hartmans in by auto 
from Hollywood to start on a sum- 
mer musical revue that will be pro- 
duced by Gertrude Macy and Stan- 
ley Gilkey. 

The 52d street ‘night workers’ 
(cabbies, waiters, et al.) are petition- 


ing an all-out-for-Britain document 
which they will forward to the 
White House. 

Vinton Freedley wants Milton 


Berle-Martha Rave to co-star in Cole 
Porter’s new ‘Let’s Face It’ musical. 
Latter just arrived from Coast with 
finished score. 

H. A. Fortington, who was chair- 
man of the executive committee of 
Paramount in reorganization days, is 
now on a big ranch which he has 
bought in eastern Canada. 

Art Frank, comedian doing an old 
soldier character in vaude for years 
and who alsu was with ‘Strike Up 
the Band,’ legit, is in the West Hill 
sanatorium, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Barret McCormick and_ Terry 
Turner left for the Coast Friday 
night (16), former to look in on the 
RKO studio, latter to arrange for 
the San Francisco preem of ‘Sunny 
May 28 and opening of ‘Kane’ at 
Geary there May 27. 

The Choral Society of Paramount, 
numbering nearly 50 voices, and un- 
der the direction of Edith Savage 
Morgan, sister of Oscar Morgan, 
short subject sales manager, holding 
its first public concert tonight (21) 
at the Hotel Biltmore. ; 

Broadway gets its first authentic 
French cafe-night club this month 
when Arthur Essay launches the 


into 


which he com-¥, 


with formation of a new} 


theatre | 


Moulin Rouge near 52d street, for- 
merly occupied by Tropicana. 
spot will have Paul, ex-French Pa- 
vilion at N. Y. Fair, as chef. 

Maurice Livingston, former UA 
exec in Paris, who jammed with 
Nazi-French police for a spell be- 
‘cause of raci™l complications, sailed 
Monday (19) from Lisbon on the 
Exeter. Agent Mark Hanna has him 
set for an autobiog piece for Col- 
lier’s on his experiences. 





Havana 





David Lichine’s Afro-Cuban ballet 
at Tropicana nitery is still packing 
em in. Extra week has been slated. 


CMCQ has opened up at the Hotel 
Sevilla. 


ent. 


Margarita Lecuona, whose recent 
‘Dime Senor, Porque?’ is due to go 
on the U.S. air soon, is hard at work 
on another, ‘Amor.’ 


Dr. Pellon, who occasionally does 
some legal work for Metro in Ha- 
vana, is reported to be in line for 
Viurrum’s job as representative for 
American Society of Authors, Com- 
| posers and Publishers. 














Navy Censorship 


Continued from page 1 





be clipped almost bodily while the 
bulk of the scenes shown cen be 
/seen daily by anybody traveling on 
ferryboats. 

Under the state of national emer- 
gency, certain censorship stipula- 
tions have been placed in operation. 
However, the newsreels admittedly 
would like to see a crystallization or 
specific outline covering the scope of 
this military censorship. The reels 
have cooperated to the ultimate in 
refraining from disclosing any mili- 
tary secrets but they contend that 
the censoring has been extended 
lately until it enters the. propa- 
ganda field. Reported that this cen- 
soring of the shipyard strike de- 
velopments was intended to sway 
public opinion, while the newsreels 





| cite the publicity and pictures made | 
2s an | 


of the recent Boston strike 
example of swaying public opinion 
into an early settlement of that 
walkout. 

| Censoring by 
| extends 


to any airplane crash of 
| Army and Navy units. Newsreel- 
ers have been told that this can't be 
| photographed but they fail to see 
how such a story reveals any secret. 
| Another example to bob 
cently was the 
American admiral. Because he 
landed on naval grounds, the news- 
reels had to submit their material 
to the Nevy for censoring. On an- 
| other occasion, 


: told the film would have to be made 

over because 
| had tossed blankets labeled 
fidential’ over certain portions of the 
ship’s body. Theory of the military 
brass heats was that this tipped 
enemy nations off on the vulnerable 
spots in the ship’s construction. 


Navy now is asking legislation of 


down on all types of photography, 
request for such being worded so 
that it might apply to anything re- 
lated to the manufacture of naval 
material or boats. This would pre- 
clude any strike stories if they in- 
volved Navy construction. 


New | 





the military now) 


up re-| 
visit of a South! 


the newsreel outfits | 
in taking pictures of a new super- | 
| interceptor plane at Burbank were | 


the plant employees | 
‘con- | 


Congress which would further crack | 








Lean Summer | 


Continued from page 1 | 


Robert Moses declined to lease the 
spot under the conditions sought by 





Shubert Fortune Gallo. who for- 
merly secured the Beach leases, was 
not in on the deal this time. 
Manager first asked Equity to in- | 
clude the chorines in rain rules, but 
counter proposals were finally agreed | 
on and only applicable to Jones 


Beach. In the event that rain 
caused cancellation of performances, 


a deduction of one-eighth of a week’s 


salary would have been okay, to ap- j 


ply not more than three times per 
week. 


Stipulation was that in on event 
was the pay of a principal to be less 
than $50. Principals in open air 


shows range from $85 to $250 weekly, | 


regarded as favorable remuneration 
for such engagements. Previously, 
there was an agreement with stage- 
j}hands and musicians over rain can- 
'cellations, but Equity and its chorus 
| branch assented only after its coun- 
cil was petitioned by talent involved. 

Rain does not 
loutdoor shows in other localities. 
|St. Louis, which has the largest sum- 
j;mer venture, averaged only three 


\rainy nights per season up to last | broke 80 on the Schenley golf course. | 


| year. 


seriously hamper | 


| Panama 


By Stanley H. Willis 





Elean Coffey, managing Atlas Gar- 
| dens, is importing an American band 
| leader for his spot. 
| _Happyland Cabaret show moves to 


| Colon for the new Broadway cabaret | 


| to try to give it a shot in the arm. 

| Betty Boop (Ann Little) being 
submitted to spots here by local 
American agency as a ‘name’ per- 
sonality. 

Frisco Fragimini, east coast cab- 
aret owner, is said to be ogling a 
| Panama Canal spot that has been 
| Struggling along. 
| Rayita del Sol, the little Cuban, 
| moves from Kelley’s to the Atlantico 


; at the expiration of her present con-| 
J Running six hours of Eng-| tract, and then on to New York,! 
a programs per day, it sets prece-| where she has a tentative 12 weeks | 


| lined up. 
Leaving here recently were 120 
| Chinese, including several cabaret 
and cantina owners, for Frisco, 
where they will ship for China. 
Panama government’s housecleaning 
was particularly directed at them. 
Refugees creeping into the Pan- 
ama bands, mostly Germans lucky 
to stay here before the houseclean- 
ing. 





| the result. 
backed by local capital, will feature 
_a gambling casino if the powers that 
| be give the nod. Jimmie Dean, who 
| had a finger in the pie when he es- 
tablished mammoth Balboa Gardens 
| here, is the manager: 
| Hermina Layne, who came to 
|Panama 12 years ago with the 
| vaudeville team of Mack and Layne, 
jis back in Panama after a 10-year 
tour of South America. She speaks 
Spanish like a native and m.c.’s in 
| both Spanish and English. « Plotting 
a New York trip come the middle 
| of June. 
Mex flickers getting a heavy 
buildup via 24 sheets and newspaper 
| ads, and doing right well at the b.o. 





gentine Way’) clicking with native 
; trade. Corny Latin scenes and too 
;}much Carmen Miranda, but the 
| blonde tresses of Betty Grable hold 
| their attention, and so she draws the 
applause, especially when she gives 
out with the torso-twisting. 

Smart move by government recre- 
ation heads would be to pick up 
some of the Broadway turkeys, or 
even some of the old Wilbur Cush- 
man-styled units, and tour these de- 
fense bases, Trinidad and San Juan. 
There are about four playable weeks 
in the Army posts here on the Isth- 
| mus that could be worked into a 
| Bood, payable setup, to say nothing 
of picking up a week or so here and 
there and boosting the goodwill 
| angle of the Latinos. 





Minneapolis 


By Les” ees 


Bob Zurke added attraction at 
Prom ballroom. 





at Curley’s nitery. 

Lois Kane, singer, into 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 

Helen Jepson and Richard Crooks 
here for joint concert recital. 

Theodore Hays, veteran Minnesota 
Amus. Co. executive, seriously ill. 

Toby Brown's Little Brown Jugs, 
novelty band, into House of Magic 
nitery. 

‘Fantasia’ goes into Bennie Ber- 
ger’s St. Paul World Ma~ 28 at road- 
show prices. 

Inaugural of fishing season finds 
many film boys spending weekends 
in northern Minnesota. 

Jack De Wall, RK homeoffice 
auditor, struck by auto first day of 
arrival and sustained sprained arm 
and bruises. 

St. Paul Bluebeard, indie 
house, continuing to show German 


Hotel 


films despite local trade’s unfavor- 
able reaction. 
Barbara Stanwyck eand Robert 


Taylor stopped over between planes 


en route to a Billings, Mont.. dude 
ranch vacation. 
i « 
* 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Max Adkins, director of Stanley 
house orch, received his draft papers 
last week 
| Catholic Theatre Guild ends sea- 
|son this week with production of ; 
‘Traitor’s Gate.’ 
The Bill Warringtons—he’s Stan- 


ley’s assistant manager—expect 
stork in mid-July. 

Joe Mazzei going on the road for 
Gabe Rubin to ballyhoo and manage 
‘Burning Question.’ 

Anita Louise cancelled out of Abe 
Lyman’s show at Stanley beginning 
Friday (23) due to illness. 

Mary Morris wijl do ‘Ladies in Re- 
tirement’ for Fred Burleigh at Co- 
hasset, Mass., this summer. 

Singer-m.c. Bucky 
time for one more cafe engagement 
before he goes into the army. 

Bert Lahr wanted to get a load of 
ithe new Dream Highway, so he 
| drove from here to Baltimore. 

Nobody can hold Pete Dana, U ex- 
change manager, down since he 


the 


Stanley theatre management nixed 


‘Serenata Argentine’ (‘Down Ar-? 


Pat Rooney held over second week | 


nabe | 


MeClure has 


f 

| deal to have Diosa Costello double 
| into Jackie Heller’s Yacht club this 
week. 

Fred Kelly home after touring all 
season in ‘Time of Your Life’ to help 
stage annual recital ot Kelly Dance 
studio. 

Melrose, of old vaude act of Keno 
(Mitzi Green's pop), Welsh and Mel- 
rose, now operating a ride at Ken- 
nywood Park. 

With Nixon season at end, 
Shanahan, assistant treasurer, is in 
charge of William Penn hotel ticket 
sales for Dapper Dan boxing show 
headlining Billy Conn-Buddy Knox 
bout. 








Dave 








Exchanges 


\ 
as ONtinued from page healed 








placing Paul Keufman, into the 
army. 
| Charles Spetka, formerly assistant, 


made top-m of the WB Pastime 
{in Coshocton following shift of Don 
| Jacobs to manage the Sherman in 
| Casiiicotss. James Skelly, previously 
pinch-hitting at helm of the latter 
house, getting permanent post et 
Sigma, Lima, O. “Three c&inges 


i They can beat out American; made necessary by notice that Har- | 
jazz and a noticeable improvement] lan Fend, former Cleveland news- | 
in some of the honky-tonks has been | paperman who had been stationed at | 


| the Sherman, was being given an ex- 


New Casino in the interior, to be tended lezve of absence until his | 


|health improved. from 


| heart trouble. 


Suffering 





Chas. Olson’s Own Biz 

A veteran in sales with Warner 
| Bros., Charlie Olson, branch man- 
| ager at Omaha, has resigned to carry 
|forward plans of his own. He 
transferred to Omaha two years ago 
from Minneapolis, at which point 
he was in charge of Warner selling. 
| Russell Berg, salesman in Kansas 
City office, promoted to the boss’ 
| chair at Omaha. 
| 
i Craig Cousins Upped 
| Lynchburg, Va., May 20. 
Craig Cousins upped to manage 
| the Isis, Dominion house here, suc- 
, ceeding Ben Puryear, resigned for 
job in defense powder plant. Mar- 
|'shall White named assistant man- 
| ager to succeed Cousins. 

Henry Rosenberger, 
| Isis staff, shunted to the Paramount 
as assistant manager. Fills vacancy 
caused by resignation of Stephen 
Baker, who went to Washington. 
Robert Sandidge and Edward Garbee 
also added to Paramount staff. 








Shavelon’s House 
Regina, Sask., May 20. 
| Leo Shavelon, Calgary, new thea- 
| tre op at Bentley, Aiberta, replacing 
| William Waldren, who will operate 
at Drumheller, Alberta. 





Jack Langan’s Denver Post 

Jack Langan, manager of Univer- 
| Sal's Denver exchange, promoted to 
| manage the Kansas City office, re- 
|placing Grover Parson, resigned. 
|Sam Milner, Los Angeles salesman, 
| will be raised to Denver manager- 
ship. 





Doc Howe’s Moveover 


; M. D. ‘Doc’ Howe transferred 
from the Walt Disney office to Terry 
Turner’s RKO field depertment 


staff. Switch made because of cur- 
rent intensive effort by RKO in pro- 
moting both ‘Fantasia’ and ‘Citizen 
Kane.’ 
Reading, Pa., Pool 
Philadelphia, May 20. 

Pooling operation of two Reading 
houses, Astor and Park, reported 
this week. Houses will be operated 
by Jay Emanuel, the Astor to fea- 
ture first run product in the area, 
with the Park getting first ¢rack at 
Class B product. Latter house has 
been part of the Harry J. Schad 
holdings. 

Two upstate houses joined the ‘de- 
fense matinee’ parade, started here 
by the Stanley-Warner chain. The 
new recruits are Ritz. York, Pa., and 


Harry Orlow’s Millville (N. J.) 
house 

Bill Schwartz succeeded Mert 
Nason in Paramount booking de- 
partment 

Frank Marshall, formerly of War- 
ner New York office, joined booking 
and buying staff of the circuit's lo- 
cal setup. 
| Fay West Philly vaudfilmer, 
shuttered for the season. Will re- 
open about Sept. 1 

George P. Aarons, UMPTO secre- 
tary, getting set for a jaunt to Can- 
ada. 


Stanley Arnold, of Vitagraph book- 
ing office, latest to join up with 
Uncle Sam’s men in khaki. 

Studio and Stanton in midtown 
featuring late Saturday night shows, 
newest innovation around Philly. 

Harry F. Rose’s Shift 
Oneonta, N. Y., May 20. 

Transfer of Harry Rose, formerly 
of Gloversville, for the past 14 years 
manager of Schine’s Oneonta theatre, 
to the Auditorium of the circuit at 
Perry has been announced. 

Due to his health, Rose hac been 
| on compensated leave of absence for 
| a number of weeks. While he gained 
| remarkably during a visit to Flo- 


rida, it is intended that the transfer | 


| is to allow him to complete his re- 
| cuperation, with a resumption of his 
| connection here when it is certain 
that his health will not be jeopar- 
dized. 


formerly on | 


Hollywood 


Lucille Ball 
trouble. 

Kay Aldridge hospitalized with ap- 
pendicitis. 

John Halliday back to his Honoe 
lulu home. 

Kay Harris recuperating from a 
throat operation. 

Joe Breen in Hollywood hospital 
with a throat ailment. 

Rags Ragland arrived from Broad- 
way for picture work. 

Ben Piazza returned from an east- 
ern talent hunt for RKO. 

Judy Canova’s illness holding up 
work on ‘Puddin’ Head.’ 

Lee Tracy returned from Broad- 
way to resume picture work. 

Smiley Burnette back at Republic 
after eight weeks on the road. 
; . Jack Mass shifted from the Santly- 
| Joy to join Shapiro-Pernstein. 
| Jimmy Newiil to Si. Louis to sing 
with the municipal opera troupe. 
| Jan Rubini shoving off for Aus- 
| tralia to do theatre appearances. 


| Dennis O’Keefe checked out of the 
hospital after an appendectomy. 


Gene Autry back to film work 
after eight weeks of rodeo touring. 


Bette Davis on the sick list while 
‘The Little Foxes’ shoots around her. 


Sidney Justin checked off Para- 
mount’s legal staff to join the army. 

Nedda Harrigan back for the 
summer after a season in New York. 

Don Woods leaving for a season of 
summer stock at Elitch Gardens in 
Denver. 

S. Barret McCormick arrived from 
New York for 10 days of huddles at 
RKO studio. 

Greer Garson, film actress, ob- 
tained a divorce from Edward Ab- 
bott Snelson. 

Ann Sothern laid up with a 
| Strained hip after jitterbug scenes on 
| a Metro set. 
| 
| 





| 
| 





laid up with sinus 





Benne Russell hiding out in Holly- 
wood while composing music for a 
new stage play. 

William Morris, Jr., Johnny Hyde 
{and Nat Lefkowitz in town for 
| agency huddles. 

Bill Ray, formerly with KFWB, 
operating the Auditorium Ballroom 
at Paso Robles, Cal. 

John Farrow in town on furlough 
from the Royal Canddian Navy, vis- 
iting wife, Maureen O’Sull:van. 

Paul Hernried changed his name 
| to Paul Hammond after shifting from 
| the Broadway stage to an RKO con- 
| tract. 

Robert Coleson in town as a gov- 
ernment liaison between Army air 
| corps and the networks for trial 
flights of the new B-19. 

Vaughn de Leath filed a divorce 
suit in Reno against Irwin Rose, or- 
chestra leader. Legal names were 
listed as Leonore and Irwin Rosen- 
| bloom. 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





| 

Adelaide Moffett brought in 
the Mounds nitery. 

Art Cavar of the Merrie Art buy- 
ing 30-foot cabin cruiser. 

, Jerry Hathaway putting hoked-up 
| version of ‘Drunkard’ in his nitery. 

Charlie Agnew’s band launching 
season May 24 at streamlined Euclid 
Beach. 

Sidney Andorn, gossip commenta- 
, tor, becoming a house-owner and a 
| gardner. 

Joe Feldman shifting from Bali 
Club to manage Sammy Brin’s Zom- 
bie Club. 

Hanna, town’s 
wenj{ dark Sunday 
| weeks of ‘Fantasia.’ 

Frederic McConnell heading for 
Iowa U. to lecture on drama after 
Play House folds season 

Paul Hodges resigning from News 


by 


legit 
after 


house, 
nine 


only 


(18) 


‘exec staff for public relations job 
|with Hawaiian syndicate 

Richard Kay, head of Lakewood 
theatre, signed by private Herr 
Club to stage its productions next 
season. 
' Maurice Drucker, house manage! 
Loew's State, combining vacation 
and trip to Boston to check on hi 
army exams 

Milt Geiger, radio script writer, 


had his latest play labeled ‘Red Rock’ 
preemed by Amherst College play- 
ers last week. 

Fourteen local barkers were in 
Cleveland contingent that attended 
Variety Club national convention in 
Atlantic City. 

Raymond Scott’s band date for 
May 25 cancelled by Charlie Hor- 
| vath’s Trianon ballroom, with Bob 
' Crosby substituted. 

Sam Costello, manager of local 
Arthur Murray studio, going into 
army May 26. Pau! Kaufman, Hip- 
podrome’s assistant, also conscripted, 

Juchiteco Trio, Mex knife dancers, 
taking first bows this side of the 
Rio Grande at Alpine Village. With 
broken ankle healed, Herman Pirch- 
| ner’s also back in show as emcee. 
Sol Cornberg, Play House techni- 
|ea] director, and Emanuel L. Gebe 
|}auer, local drama teacher, collabo- 
|rated in turning out new book tagged 
|‘A Stage Crew Handbook,’ published 


‘bw Harners lact week 
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OBITUARIES 





GEORGE LLOYD 

George S. Skipper, ; 
George Lioyd appeared in vaude- 
ville for some 14 years and later 
acted in radio sketches with his wife 
on NBC, died May 9 after e six-week 
illness at his home in Cincinnati. 

Teaming with his wife, Myrtle, 
whose stage name was Myrtle Fiske, 

loyd did a comedy and singing rou- 
tine on the leading circuits. Antici- 
pating the decline of vaude, the pair 
entered radio as originctors of a 
sketch known as ‘Skip, Step and 
Happiana.’ It was long a morning 
feature of such stations as WLW, 
Cincinnati; way, Schenectady; 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, and other large 
NBC stetions. 

In recent years, Lloyd had served 
briefly as a cruise director for the 
Grace Line before retiring. How- 
ever, he still made occasional night 
club appearances. 

Surviving, besides his widow, are 
three sons, a daughter and his 
mother. Funeral services were held 
in Cincinnati, and cremation fol- 
lowed. 





LOUIS H. CLAREY 

Louis H. Clarey, 47, advertising 
executive and assistant director of 
the Eastman Theetre project in 
Rochester, N. Y., died May 15 after 
a long illness at his home in Cliftoa 
Springs, N. Y. 

A native of Des Moines, Clarey 
was long in advertising as a mem- 
ber of the staffs of the J. Walter 
Thompson and Street & Finney 
agencies, later being connected with 
the advertising department of th 
American Magazine. Failing health 
forced his retirement several years 
ago. 

Surviving are his widow, Rachel; 
two sisters, and two brothers, John 
E. Clarey, publisher of the Madison 
(N. J.) Eagle, and Northrop Clarey, 
assistant to the president of the 
Standard Oil Co. 





RUTH STONEHOUSE 

Ruth Stonehouse, 48, star of silent 
pictures, died May 12 in Hollywood. 

Starting her stage career as a 
dancer at the age of eight, she en- 
tered pictures while still a child. 
In time she became part owner, with 
Billy Anderson, of the Essanay stu- 
dios, Chicago, and starred in west- 
erns with Tom Santschi, Bessie Love 
and other names of early screen 
dzys. 

Off the screen she was the wife of 
Felix Hughes, brother of Rupert 
Hughes. Surviving are her husband 
and her parents. 





JAMES GORDON 

James Gordon, 60, stage and screen 
actor and one of the founders of 
The Troupers on the Coast, died May 
12 in Hollywood after an emergency 
Operation. He played cheracter roles 
in New York and with repertory 
companies on the road before mov- 
ing to Hollywood where he served 
as president of The Troupers in 
1927-28 and again in 1940. 

Surviving is his widow, Mabel 
Van Buren Gordon, former screen 


. player. 





GEORGE H. FITCHETT 

George H. Fitchett, about 63, vet- 
eran theatrical manager who had 
served in a managerial] capacity with 
many Broadway productions. died 
May 15 et his home in New York. 

Fitchett, company manager for the 
road company of ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ with Taylor Holmes 
the past season. 
Was general Anne 
During 
*Abie’s’ popularity, he handled the 
road bookings and in many smaller 
stands he spotted the show for 
longer periods than they were able 
to play any other attraction. In 
other communities theatres were 
leased and record road runs scored. 

He leaves his widow, Mergaret. 


manager of 





| FRANCISCO BENITEZ MARTINEZ 


Francisco Benitez Martinez, 49, 
board member of radio stations KEW 
and XEQ and of the Cine Teatro 
Alameda, first-run cinema, Mexico 
City, died May 12 in Tampico after a 
short illness. He was a widely known 
electricel engineer and one of 
Mexico’s leading radio experts. 

Burial was in Ciudad Victoria, 
capital of Tamaulipas state. Surviv- 
ing are a widow, mother and two 
children. 

FRIEDERIKE UMLAUFT 

Friederike Umlauft, 69, former 
Austrian dramatic-actress, died May 
10 at her home in Mexico City after 

short illness. ‘ With ‘her’ husband, 


For several years | 


, Paul Gutmann, noted German writer, 


| when Nezism was beginning to be- 
;come acute in Vienna. 
|in Mexico City. 

Her husband survives. 





DOLORES FIELDING 


Dolores Fielding Heater, 48, for- 
mer legit, 
comedy actress, died May 8 in San 
Diego of pneumonia. Mrs. Heater 
| was known professionally as Dolores 
Fielding. 





ELDRIDGE TADLOCK 
Eldridge Tadlock, 30, 8f Norfolk, 
Va., racing driver on Dixie fair and 
other circuits, was killed recently in 
| crash on High Point, N. C., speed- 
| way. 





R. E. Wilthite, 61, non-pro step- 
father of Jerry Ross, emcee at Palo- 
mar theatre, Seattle, died in Ta- 
‘coma May 2. His wife, Margaret 
| Ross, oldtime legit actress, died six 
months ago, 





Wife, 34, of Dick Fortune, assist- 
ant drama critic of Pittsburgh Press, 
ended her life last week. Despond- 
ency on account of illness was given 
as the reason. 





Mother of Joe O. Maland, general 
manager of WHO, Des Moines, died 
at her home in Elmore, Minn., 
May 12. 





Father, 56, of Ronald Reagan, film 
actor, died May 18 in Los Angeles. 
Another son, Neil, a radio announcer, 
survives, 





Mother, 55, of songwriter Jack 
Lawrence, died in N. Y., last week. 
Her husbend and three other sons 
also survive. 





Mother of Louis Samuelson, stage- 
doorman at Loew’s State theatre, 
New York, died in Brooklyn, May 15. 





Father of Nat, Harry, Jack, Max, 
Elliott and Henry Kalcheim, died in 
Chicago, May 15. 





Father of Nat Kahn (Variety) died 
in New York May 19- 


| College Play 
erie from page 50 
BUT NOT FOR LOVE 














4 





ments. ‘“TFossed’ is probably the cor- 
rect descriptive word as the play 
falls in the category of nutty pres- 
lentations .evolving along lines of 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ and 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ As 
a matter of fact, the cast contains a 
typical Kaufman-Hart writing team, 
|including the one whose marital 
|complacency is upset by the en- 
trance of an actress into the picture. 
| That the play contains commercial 
possibilities is beyond question, and 
lif it doesn’t eventually emerge as 
click entertainment on stage and 
screen, it will be because somebody 
has bungled along the way. A num- 
ber of Broadwayites caught the 
show with an eye to possible New 
York production. Play has laughs, 
an abundance of the belly variety, 
and represents smart scripting. Au- 
thor has been around in scrivening 
eircles ranging from radio to pub- 
| licity and has picked up a neat tech- 
{nique for putting his ideas across. 
| There’s a lot of action of the wacky 
|nature and a running gag that even- 
|tually closes the show is good for 
|/numerous chuckles. 

‘Love’ is well constructed, follow- 
ing through on a definite track all 
|the way and, although plot is fairly 
obvious, 
| that give it novelty. Story concerns 
|two playwrights feeling a financial 
|pinch because foreign royalties are 
| tied up. One of them (Frank Gaunt) 
jhas met (and fallen for) a French 
| refugee actress while in Switzer- 
|land. In the hope of rebuilding their 
| bankroll, he has her come to Amer- 
j}ica for their new play and, inci- 
|dentally, airs his wife (Virginia 
|Dorris) via divorce in order to 
| marry the ‘French wench’ (a dialog 
‘quote from VARIETY), played by 
| Betty-Lou Evans. 
eo develops that the French ac- 
| tress plays only tragedy, so the com- 
|edy the boys have written for her is 
|ashcanned and a new start is made 
| by retiring the group to a friend’s 
farm for inspiration and creation. 
The actress rings in a Russian direc- 
tor (Lawrence Dobkin), makes a 
play for Gaunt’s partner (Norman 
Holland), and when a passport com- 
plication crops up, she marries lat- 
ter as an emergency measure. This 
procedure monkey-wrenches the ro- 
mance of Holland and Kathleen 
Johnson, playing the sister of 
Gaunt’s wife who is trying to ar- 
range a reconciliation between the 











| 
| 


| 


| 


j 


53, who as/ she sought refuge in Mexico in 1935 | of the Russian role; Holland and 


Burial was | 








. ‘ |eye treat, two sets being used, one, 
vaudeville and musical | — 8 


| son, May 13 in. Los Angeles. 
it carries a few variations | 


pair. Tangle is eventu@ly unfurled 
when the marriage of convenience 1s 
ruled illegal. : 
Pace of play is lively and main- | 
tained by a generally well-cast | 
troupe. Standouts are Miss John- 
son, as the wise-cracking Daisy who 
handles nicely a lion's share of the 
wit; Dobkin, getting authenticity out 


Gaunt, Charles Suggs, a_ fellow 
scribbler; Eldon Winkler, host at the 
farmhouse, and Mortimer Lichten- 
stein, his Cornell undergrad son. 
Miss Evans tackles the difficult 
Tamara role with fairly competent 
results. p 
Scenically, the production is an 


a New York apartment, which in- 
troduces glass brickwork effectively, 
and second, a farmhouse living 
room. Production is this year’s top- 
per on the school’s schedule. 

Bone. 











Par-Sparks 


Continued from page 5 

















circut on percentage, others on a 
flat basis, 
After trying to get together with | 


last summer made an open break and | 
began selling independents away 
from Sparks, at the same time start-| 
ing to build in Florida through) 
Harry Siegal, nephew of Major | 
Albert Warner who himself was 
formerly in independent theatre 
operation in New York and New 
Jersey. 


One house has already opened in} 
Daytona, while another in Jackson- 
ville is slated to premiere Wednesday 
(28). Others were built for War- 
ners by independents in Fort Lauder- 
dale and Tampa. Except for the 
Par string in the Miami vicinity 
which Warners sell, the Sparks cir- 
cuit is in virtual control of the 
state. Among independents is the 
Roy Martin circuit, which through 
having over 100 theatres has terrific 
buying power, but only a dozen of 
the Martin houses are in Florida, the 
balance iyi other parts of the south. 
[Saenger (E. V. Richards) circuit 
has three in Pensacola.] 


Sparks circuit recently built two 
drive-ins and is planning others 
(these plans may be dropped) and 
also is building a house in Ft. Meyers. | 

Par and Sparks entered into a | 
permanent partnership about three 
years ago following lengthy nego- 
tiations started by Y. Frank Free- 








man who was then in charge of all 
theatre operations and worked out 
partnerships with various others in 
the Par exhibition empire. 





New Daytona, Fla.. House 


Daytona Beach, Fla., May 20. 

The Daytona theatre, owned by 
Drew Eberson, N. Y. theatre archi- 
tect, will open tomorrow (Thursday) 
to biggest local fanfare which even 
this promotion-minded resort town 
has ever seen. All local bigwigs, in- 
cluding mayor, commissioners, so- 
ciety, etc., are tied in, with invita- 
tion opening in the evening set to 
bring out every boiled shirt in town. 
Main streef is decorated with ‘Day- 
tona Theatre Day’ banners and oc- 
casion has been plugged by local 
papers for two weeks with contests 
in each, News-Joufnal and Sun- 
Record. 

Theatre is last word in design, 
architect Eberson sparing no effort 
to make his own theatre most beau- | 
tiful he’s ever attempted. The 1,000 
seats includes 200-seat loge in which 
smoking will be permitted for first 
time in town. 

Roland Waller.manages the house 
which will feature Warner Bros. 
pictures. 











BIRTHS 


Mrs. Albert Ashworth, 
Father 
is in Metro’s camera process depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurie Webster, son, | 
May 14 in Los Angeles. Father is | 
announcer ect KNX. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Hammil, 
daughter, May 17, in New York. | 
Father is agent with William Mor- 
ris office in N.Y.; mother is former 
Ruth Timmons, in vaudeville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Espy, twin 
daughters, in New York, May 15. 
Mother is former Hilda Cole, former 
publicity director for Fred Waring’s 
orch; father is on Readers Digest 
staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Goldsen, 
daughter, in New York, May- 16. 
Father is general manager of Leeds 
Music Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gladstone, 
son, in New York, May 16. Father 
is announcer et WHN, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry Martin, son, 
in New York, May 15. Father is a 
singer; mother is Polly Martin, who 
until several weeks ago conducted a 


Mr. and 





women’s prograii 6h WHN, N. Y. 








persons outside the 500*seat house 
during the two weeks ending last 
night (Tuesday) thet the film has 
been playing, is far from spon- 
taneous. In addition to the ‘for- 
free’ angle, Nazi and Italian or- 
ganizations in the metropolitan area 
are understood to be putting the 
slug on their members to attend— 
or else. 

From the enthusicsm of the wait- 
ers-at-the-b.o., however, and the 
cheering of Hitler and the swastike 
inside, there is no reason to believe 
that the Germans here need much 
urging. Only objective of herding 
as many of them in at once as pos- 


‘sible is fear of a clampdown by 


Federal or municipal authorities on 
the showing of the film. The Nazi 
propeganda machine wants to have 
as many people as possible see it be- 
fore then. 

Spotters in front of the house 
maintain that many of those who 


| Sparks for a year-and-a-half WB) nome up to the boxoffice hold mem- 


bership cards in the Nazi organiza- 
tions and the cashier copies the 
number off of them. Whether this 
is a check to insure their attendance 
or e means for paying off the thea- 
tre couldn’t be learned. 
Cops Uncooperative? 

Meantime, German-American Con- 
gress for Democracy called off its 
pickets because of ‘lack of coopera- 
tion by the police and other Ameri- 
can organizations.’ Cops were fre- 
quently openly sympathetic to the 
Nazis and antagonistic to the pickets, 
Conrad Woelfel, exec. secretary of 
the Congress, charged. This attitude 
of the police, plus their stipulation 
that there could be no more than 
three pickets at one time, despite the 
large mob of Nazis on hand, Woefel 
said, had such a straining moral ef- 
fect on the pickets it was impossible 
to keep them there. 


Woefel declared that he com- 
plained to the N. Y. Police Dept. a 
number of times about the conduct 
of the cops and each time the crew 
was switched. But frequently, he 
said, the newcomers were just as 
bad as the ones who had been re- 
moved. 


One case he cited was that of Ray- 
mond Foster, a 17-year-old British 
refugee who was doing his bit for 
his country by carrying a picket 
sign. Suddenly a car drove up in 
front of the theatre, a stranger got 
out and demanded that the lad re- 
move a Brit\1 War Relief insignia 
from his lapel. The boy refused and 
a scuffle ensued in which his coat 
sleeve was torn. Foster, with that, 
struck the man on the shoulder with 
his picket sign. Cops, Woelfel main- 
tains, paid no attention until that 
point, when they came rushing over 
to ask the man whether he wanted to 
prefer assault and battery charges 
against Foster. He said no and 
drove away, the boy continuing to 
wear his British insignia. 

; Brushofft 
Woelfel declared he appealed to 


|; numerous other organizations to as- 
| Sist the German-American Congress 


with the picketing, but was given a 
brushoff. However, after the Con- 


| gress called off. its pavement-pound- | 
| ers last Wednesday (14), American 


Legionnaires in uniform took up the 
vigil for two days, at the behest of 
the Citizens Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi 
League. 


Legion men were pulled from the 


| job, however, it was said, because 


the decision to picket had not come 
‘officially’ from the County Com- 
mander’s office. Possibility that the 
official action will be taken and the 
pickets return exists. 


Woelfel said that despite the lack | 
of cooperation, he thought picketing | 


of his group had served a purpose. 


| ‘It showed that all German-Ameri- | 


cans are not Nazis,’ he declared. 
Proximity of cops and plain- 

clothesmen has prevented any real 

scrimmages developing despite pres- 


ence of more dissenters to the Nazi | 


film than at any time during the 


showings of two previous Berlin | 


propaganda pix at the house. 

Evidence of the number of objec- 
tors is hissing in the house when 
Hitler or the swastika is shown on 
the screen. * Razzberries are far out- 
weighed, of course, by the applause 
for Der Fuehrer and his flag, but at 
the two earlier pix there was no dis- 
senting note at all to the cheers-and 
palm-pounding. 

_The anti-Nazi German-language 
Weekly, ‘Der Aufbau’ (‘Reconstruc- 
tion’), renewed the charge last week 
that the 96th St. theatre is at least 
partially Jewish-owned. ‘The joint 
owner of the theatre,” Aufbau de- 
clared, ‘is the ‘half-Jew,’ Willy 
Mannsbacher, who has been named 











N.Y. Bunds Hypo Nazi Film 


Continued from page 1 


by the Nazis an ‘Honorary Aryan’ 
(‘Edelarier’). He emigrated to the 
U. S. in 1936.’ 

Mannsbacher denies he is Jewish, 
although the story is widely bruited 
about Yorkville that he is ‘part Jew- 
ish’ but has been okayed by Hitler 
because of his service to the Nazi 
regime. 

‘Sieg’ opened at the Little theatre 
in Chicago Saturday (17). 





Pennsy Will Be Tough 


Philadelphia, May 20. 

‘Sieg im Westen,’ UFA’s propa- 
ganda pic on the Nazi conquest of 
the Low Countries, will probably get 
a cool reception when—and if—it’s 
submitted to the Pennsylvania Board 
of Motion Picture Censors for re- 
view. 

There will be no escaping the pic- 
ganderers on the grounds of being a 
‘newsreel,’ as happened in New 
York. Under the board’s rules, only 
bona fide newsreels are those made 
of current happenings by one of the 
recognized reel companies. Whether 
‘Sieg’ is shown for public consump- 
tion or only for showing by private 
clubs or organizations, it will still 
have to have a state seal, according 
to Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, board chair- 
man. 

Recently two officials of a pro- 
Nazi organization were haled on the 
carpet when they showed a so-called 
‘travelog’ before a meeting of the 
Kyffheusser Bund, 





Carolinas Cool to Nazi Pix 
Charlotte, N. C., May 20. 

Charles H. Arrington, Rocky 
Mount theatre owner and president 
of the Theatre Owners of North and 
South Carolina, has assured Gov- 
ernor Broughton in a letter that 
theatre men in the state could: be 
|counted upon ‘not to show any film 
| carrying Nazi or any other anti- 
American propaganda.’ The theatre 
| official replied to a statement issued 
iby the Governor in which Mr. 
| Broughton assured the German- 
American Congress for Democracy 
he would ‘unalterably oppose’ show- 
ing of any Nazi propaganda films in 





this state. The protest had arisen 
over the picture, ‘Victory in the 
West. 


‘I have not heard of this picture 
| before,’ Mr. Arrington told the Gov- 
ernor, ‘but I am sure the Theatre 
Owners of North and South Carolina 
would be opposed to any showing 
of this film.’ 


The theatre executive added that 
|he did not believe that any distrib- 
|uting agent in Charlotte would 
| handle any film ‘tinged with Nazi 
| propaganda,’ but pointed out that 
‘there is a possibility of some agency 
| outside our state bringing in such 
| a film.’ 


President Arrington said that he 
was sending out a bulletin to all 
| members of his association ‘calling 
their attention to such a possibility 
and warning them of it.’ 

| ‘I assure you 100% loyalty and 
| patriotism from the theatre owners 
,and promise you our utmost co- 
operation,’ Mr. Arrington concluded. 








MARRIAGES 


Mary Martha Briney to Robert A. 
Martin, in Pittsburgh, May 10. She’s 
| a staff singer at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 
| Mitzi Cummings to Sol Fingerman, 
in Beverly Hills, Cal., May 14. She 
is a writer and niece of Louis B. 
Mayer; he is an ad agency art di- 
| rector. 


| Lona Woolsey to Lester Salkow, 


in Coronado, Cal., May 18. He’s an 
| agent. 
Jacqueline Wolf to Robert M. 


| Bernstein, in Indianapolis, Ind., May 
| 18. He’s the son of Devid Bernstein, 

v.p. and treasurer of Loew’s, Inc., 
| and is in Metro’s sales dept. 


Lynn Sherman, singer, to Milton 


| Ebbins, manager of Count Basie’s 
|orchestra, in Worcester, Mass., 
May 14, 


Mildred Hamilton to Romo Vin- 
cent, in Boston, May 17. Bride is a 
radio actress; he’s vaude and nitery 
comedian. 

Olympe Bradna to Douglas Wil- 
hoit, in Beverly Hills, Cal., May 14. 
She is a screen actress; he’s a singer. 

Ann Gillis to Bill Slocum, Jr., in 
Montclair, N. J., Mey 19. Bride is 
director of special events for CBS 
in Washington; he’s in same ca- 


pacity for the network in New 
York. 


Florence Horne to Don Brown, in 
Bogota, N. J., May. 18. He’s vocalist 
with Tommy Tucker’s band. 
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I Nazi-Inspired Roughhouse | 














sidewalk outside and sang the na- | such supervisory divisions at the | 
tional anthem. | Studio. | 

Mixed reaction of critics and the | Universal spokesmen claimed the 
fact that the film had been approved | unfavorable reception in Buenos 

f Municipality caused Univer- | 4*’ ; ‘ 
Me gi vconaays om Res Isen, to re- | friendly interests in that city. Same) 
quest another official viewing before | SPOkesman said the picture was a 
decision is reached as to what will | armless musical comedy in which 
be dene no offense to any people or nation 


, | was intended. 
Although Isen insists there is noth- | 


ing offensive about the film, and that 
G. B. Shaw 


it’s comedy is generally appreciated | 
continued from page 2 











as such, some papers including the 
morning Nacion, which is the Herald- 
Trib of S.A., and the afternoon Razon 
gave it a severe going-over. Latter 








America, you have ali the gold in 
sarcastically commented that it was/ the world. We heve to barter things 
‘part of a plan of Good Neighbor-| for want of that gold, and according- 
hood sponsored by Roosevelt’ and/ jy, when we see Americans coming 


, petch. 


adding, ‘Really there are kindnesses 
that kill one.’ 
Refuting Universal 
Fact that these sheets, which are 
pro-Democratic, plus the strongly 
pro-Democracy tabloid, Mundo, and 
the afternooner, Noticias Graficas, 


also complained would tend to refute | 
However, Prensa, | 


Universal's belief. 
morning daily with the greatest pres- 


along with gold to spend, when we 
think of our colonies with American 
garrisons in them, we are delighted. 


| ‘If you had only known, we would 
| have given you those naval bases— 
| Dr. Goebbels calls them colonies, but 
| let us be correct and call them naval 
bases—you could have had _ those 
naval bases for nothing but your 
friendship. Absolutely nothing. We 





tige and authority, simply dismissed | should have been only too glad to 
the film as an example of ‘that par-| have you. In fact, if you would like 
ticular carelessness with which Hol- | a few more, say in the Isle of Wight 


lywood presents ‘Latin-American at- 
mosphere,’ and explains: ‘Naturally 
one cannot take very seriously the 
tetal lack of information shown in 
the picture. It is only a farce, which 
tries to make one laugh and these 
same mistakes help—although the 
producers did not expect it—to make 
it funnier.’ 


Lending credence to the theory 
that Nazi-inspired groups were re- 
sponsible for the row, was the fact 
that spotters noted the audience at 
the second day’s matinee had a great 
many non-regulars; young, poorly- 
dressed ‘atorrantes’ who customarily 
can’t afford the first-run prices of 
the house. 


It was these, not the regular pa- 
trons, who caused the row, Univer- 
sal says. Fact that the disturbers 
seemed rehearsed in their hymn sing- 
ing after the film was switched off 
is cited as further proof 

Universal insists, despite the news- 
paper criticisms, most people under- 
stood the farce nature of the com- 
edy and that long experience led 
them to believe that there would be 
no trouble. The picture had not 
been released earlier simply because 
the season does not get under way 
here until April, it was said. 


Fox’s Experience 


20th Century-Fox which held up 
‘Down Argentine Way’ after an ad- 
vance print reached here and ad- 
vance stories in local magazines 
kicked up a row, insists it will open 
the film for first-run release in June. 
Yanking of Ritz comedy will have 
no effect on plans, it was added. 

Press criticism pointed out that 
films such as ‘Argentine Nights’ 
brought action by the Rockefeller 
Committee to prevent repetition of 
such efforts. Socks were also taken 


at some of the advance advertising | 


which mixed Brazilian, Cuban and 
Argentine locales. Other 
which drew particular fire were the 


outfits of the ‘gauchos’ in toreador | 


and Spanish costumes, clothes which 
Noticias Graficas said ‘belong in a 
Paris museum and won’t help im- 
prove Good Neighborhood.’ Nacion’s 
final crack was: 
wood insists on seeing our country 
in the tropics—a very vexing tropics 
—and so long as we have to believe 
in the tropics of the North American 
scenarists when they deal with our 
things, there can be no Pan-Ameri- 
can understanding via the screen no 


matter how many goodwill travellers | 
Britain has gone | 


come down here. 
to extreme lengths to avoid wound- 


ing our susceptibilities and so have | 


Mexico and Spain. Our people be- 


gan to understand this and felt it) 


would be done by the States. There- 
fore they took this picture a little 
more seriously.’ 





U Withdraws ‘Argentine Nights’ 


Universal announced last week it 
had withdrawn ‘Argentine Nights,’ a 
feature produced before the current 
industry ‘Latin-American goodwill’ 
urge, from circulation in Argentina 
at the request of the Argentine gov- 
ernment., At the same time the com- 


points | 


‘So long as Holly- | 


lor the Isle of Man, or on the West | 


| Coast of Ireland, well, we shall be 
/only too glad to welcome you. De- 
| lightedly! 

| ‘Now, here I am in an English 
‘county, one of the counties that we 
call home counties. I am within 40 


‘minutes’ drive of the center of Lon- 





crash through this roof and blow me 
\to atoms, because the’ German bomb- 
fod. are in the skies. Now, please 
| understand, I can’t absolutely prom- 


don, and at any moment a bomb may | 


ise you such a delightful finish to > 


this news item. Still, it may happen, 
so don’t give up hope—yet. If it 
|does happen, well, it will not matter 
| very, much to me. 
|in my 85th year. 
| bolt, I have done my work. War or 
|no war, my number is up. But if 
jmy films are still being shown in 


RINGLING CIRCUS HIT 
BY LABOR SHORTAGE 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
The Ringling circus ran into a 
flock of headaches before it finally 





| Aires was obviously inspired by un- | 0Pened here yesterday (Monday). 


In the first place, the show was 
hours late knocking down at its last 
stand, Weshington, when a crew of 


‘nearly 100 Negro roustabouts walked 


out the closing night. It seems the 
boys were homesick for their native 
Florida, and when they spied a 
celery train headed southward, they 
decamped. 

The new Norman Bel Geddes ef- 
fects also made it tough to knock 
down and set up with the usual dis- 
Pickup labor to fill in the 
shortages was found scarce in Philly, 
with most able-bodied men having 


jobs in the booming defense indus- | 


tries around these parts. The work 
crew foremen finally rounded up a 
squad of a couple of hundred mop- 
pets who went to work unloading 
piles, tugging on pulleys, etc., get- 
ting paid off with an Oakley each. 





Autry’s Des Moines Date 


The Des Moines Register and Tri- 
bune, which stages an annual con- 
vention of its 5,000 carrier salesmen 
from over the entire state, is bring- 
ing Gene Autry to headline this 
year’s festivities, June 9. 


Autry is scheduled to appear at all | 


three performances of the Barnes- 
Carruthers circus, which the Regis» 
ter and Tribune also brings annually 
for the newsboy guests. 


| Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 42 

















| Ted Blake Billy Vilier 
lay | genes Cie 

3 re Gre 

Evelyn Nellis Archie Tarshis Ore 


As you see, I am | 
I have shot my 


|America, my soul will go marching 


'on, and that will satisfy me. 

‘When I was a little boy, a child, 
just taught to read, I saw in the 
[newspaper every day a column 
|headed, “The Civil War in America.’ 
| That is one of my first recollections. 
|When I grew up they told me that 
war in America had abolished black 
‘slavery, so that job having been 
done, I determined to devote my life 
as far as I could to the abolition of 
white slavery. That is just as mueh 
in your interest as it is in my in- 
iterest or that of England. I hope 
you will have a hand in that abo- 
lition as you had a hand in the last 
' abolition. 

‘And I don’t think I need detain 
you any longer. Look after my plays 
land look after my films. They are 
all devoted to the abolition of that 
sort -of slavery. And I should like 
to imagine that when my mere 
bodily stuff is gone, I should like to 
imagine that you are still working 
with me, with my soul—in your old 
phrase—at that particular job. 

‘That is all I have got to say. And 
farewell.’ 


sO 


’ 











Sally Rand 


Continued from page 3a 


'satisfied with the response, Miss 

Driscoll then penned a sharp note 
'to the club, specifying that the fan 
| dancer was barred immediately from 
i that show, and henceforth from all 
Boston clubs. The board has no 
jurisdiction over theatres. 

Miss Rand first heard the charges 
of ‘nudity Friday afternoon (16), 
and could not reach Miss Driscoll 
nor Lou Walters, operator of the 
| Latin Quarter. Not allowed to go on 
Friday night, the dancer had to cool 
her heels until Saturday, when she 
went into conference with the chair- 
man of the licensing board. Result 
was that the fanner was reinstated 
to play anywhere, at anytime, in 
Boston. 











Relationships between the Latin , 


Quarter and the board have been 
somewhat strained, of late, it was 
learned; anJ the Sally Rand episode 
‘brought it to a head. Fanner ex- 
'plained that the nudity was an il- 
|lusion; that she would have gladly 








pany also revealed that a special; taken Miss Driscoll’s technical ad- 
studio department had been set up| vice had she been told of her ob- 
to delete dialog and scenes which jections. 
might be rated as derogatory to| Miss Rand’s next date is the 
feelings and customs of foreign na- | Strand, Syracuse, May 23-25. Dur- 
tions. ing June and July, she will play 
Paramount, Metro and 20th-Fox|summer stock. She will definitely 
for years have maintained such for-| not repeat on ‘Rain,’ but is consid- 
eign censorship departments while| ering ‘Tonight at 8:30’ and ‘They 
other majors recently have installed' Knew What They Wanted.’ 


| Lou Holtz 

| Jackie Heller 

Ryan Sis 

| Wherley Gls 

Shiriey Heller 

Sky-Vue 

Bobby Annis Ore 

Union Grill 


Kay Balfe 
Oasis 
Joe Villella Ore 

John Conte 

Joe Consolo 

Stu Braden 
Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Orc 


Jay Loring Art Yagelio 
Chuck Miller Frark Natale 
Pines Mike Sandretto 
Bill Leroy Ore Villa Madrid 
Tony Rozance Etzi Covato Ore 


Mark Lane 
Peter Higgins 
Tryon Sis 


Ray Englert 
Redd’s Cafe 


Curly Stewart Ore 2 Co-Eds 
Eddie Myers 3 Smart Gls 
Gerry Parks 2 Jerks 


Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 


Beachcomber 
Nye Mayhew Ore 


Sandro D’Arnez Ore Evalyn Harvey 
Gil Phelan Metal Lafayette 
Dave Forman ee ' 

Boots McKenna Rev J ates € . ‘ 
Andrina Jerry Salisbury 


Hotel Lenox 
| (Blue Train) 
Johnny Field Ore 
Deone Parrish 


Hotel Statler 


Nixon & Andre 
Blinstrub’s 
Kar! Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Buster & B Burneil 


Artini & Consueli (Terrace Room) 
3 Ja ksons Eddie O’Hearn Orc 
Eilleen Ford Johnny Turnbull 
Casa Manana (Cafe Rouge) 
St eye ae Salvy Caviecchio Or« 
JAVIE allentine ‘ 
Johnny McAtteer Hotel Westminster 
Bob Nelson (Blue Room) 
Pape & Conchita Jimmy McHale Ore 
Bill & E Hershey Trop'l Serenaders O 
Casa Manana Gls Harry Drake Rev 
’ Muriel Daniels 
Club Mayfair 
P Eddy & L Roberta 
Ranny Weeks Ore Paul & Edna 
Bernie Bennett O ‘ : 
Romo Vincent Hotel Ritz Carleton 


(Ritz Roof) 
Carlos Molinas Ore 
Phil Saltman Ore 
Raye & Naldi 


Barbara Belmore 
Anthony, Allyn & H 
Club Vanity Fair 

Kai Nira Ore 


- Bernice Parks 
Stella Ray Copacabana Sirens 
Jackie Mason j ‘ 
Mae Ford Ken 
Cocoanut Grove Billy Mack Ore 
Russ Howard 
Mickey Alpert Ore Fitz & Carroll 
Don Rice Ore Johnny Argo 
George Rand Rev Carol Normandie 
Bernie Fazioli Pe 
Hilly Paine Latin Quarter 
Martha Burke Tony Bruno Ore 


Don Dudley Ore 
Harry Spear 


Kaye & Kaye 
Bryant Rains & Y 


Norvelle Bros Cookie Faye 

Hassan, 2d Lew Walter Rev 
(Melody Lounge) lip, Tap & Toe 
a Martel Trio 

Mart a Dean Mignon 

Newell « Steger Latin 


Ballet 
Crawford House Radio Herb Lewis 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson 
Crawfordettes 
Rosita Royce 
Buddy du Bois 
Sweetie Pie 

lox & Hounds 
Milton George Orc 

Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman Orc 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 

Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 


Florence Hallman 


Steuben's 
(Vienna Room) 

Lew Conrad Ore 
Doris Abbott 
Artini & Consuel! 
Alice O'Leary 
Nina, Olivette & M 
Laska Sis 
Winnie Mae 
Nick & V Collins 

The Cave 
Ralph Porras Ore 
Jeck Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 


Runkie & Lambert Nick & V Collins 
Hotel Copley Plaza Laska Sis 
(Sheraton Koom) Tie Toc 


Stuart Frazier Ore 
Hotel Essex 


Ernest Murray O: 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Manning 


Ernie Bell Ore 
Ben Ford Rev 
Danny Goodman 
Tiny Sinclair 
James Durante 


Ai Lewis Carol Hall 
Victor Donato Eddie Farrow 
Adelie Corev Tic Toc Gls 


Rita Henderson 
Chester Kaden 
Sell Sis 


Tremont Plaza 
Al.Tory Org 


WHAT THEY THINK 


} 
Wilstach and Calamity Jane 
New York, 
Editor, Variety: 
I have just read your May~14 is- 
| Sue, wherein John Wilstach implies 
that a fine lady, Mrs. Jean Hickok 
| McCormick, lied when she said over 
‘We the People’ that she is the 
daughter of Calamity Jane and Wild 
| Bill Hickok. 


} 
Mrs. McCormick is a_ personal 


| friend of mine and it infuriates me | 


a oe that a man wouldn't 
even take the trouble to write her 
for an explanation . and, 
dentally, grabs himself a bit of pub- 


writer and a historian? 


inci- | 


licity. Is that the procedure of a| 
I am send- | 
ing her a copy of his letter, torn brother, Hal Lexier. His last known 
from your magazine, and inasmuch 
as Mrs. McCormick has a temper 


really as disturbed as he pretends 
| to be about what he calls history- 
faking, then let him write to her. 
Or better still, let him visit her and 
view for himself Calamity* Jane’s 
lonely and heart-breaking diary to 
her daughter. 

In justice to Mrs. McCormick 1 
hope that you print this letter, and 
that it may in some small measure 
; remove the stigma czsit upon her. 
Mrs. Elsa Weller. 
en 
| Seeking Hal Lexier 

Winnipeg, Man. 

' Editor, Variety: 

My parents and family are very 
anxious to get in touch with my 


| whereabouts was the Capitol theatre, 
| Melbourne, Australia, 1938, in the 


|'as strong as her mother’s, he will 
probably hear from her post-haste. 
If Mr. Wilstach knows so much 
about Western history and its char- 
acters, why didn’t he know that! 
there were several Hickoks in the! pgitor VARIETY: 
West—-and that two of: them were | : cer pec les 
known as Wild Bill? This is a fact) 1 "ead with great interest your 
mentioned in several books about | recent item CONEST NING members of 
the old West. It is also mentioned the theatrical profession entertain- 


employ of a band (name unknown), 
Rex Lexier. 


Canadian Entertainment 
New York. 


her daughter. She says: ‘Dear Janey: 
(she always called her Janey, even 
though the foster parents who 
adopted her christened her Jean) I 
hope you will not confuse your 
father with that other Wild Bill 
Hickok. Your father was the one 
who was shot in Deadwood, North 
Dakota, in 1876.’ 

That other Wild Bill Hickok lived 
many years after 1876, and no 
doubt did all the things John Wil- 
stach said he did, including marry 
Mrs. Agnes Lake in 1876. 


If Mr. Wilstach was a really good 
historian you would think he would 
look into things like this. I am giv- 
ing you Mrs. McCormick’s address 
for you to give to Mr. Wilstach— 
please don’t publish it—and if he is 








in Calamity Jane’s diary written to | 


ing the American soldiers at Camp 
' Dix. Relative to the same subject 
matter, I have just returned to New 
York from Hollywood for the ex- 
press purpose of organizing a group 
of American radio and stage artists 
to entertain the British Expedition- 
ary Forces stationed in Canada. As 
Canada is not a theatrical center 
there is a dearth of good talent there. 

I am encouraged in this direction 
by Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
and Edward Stapleford, Director of 
National War Services throughout 
Canada. I am confident there are 
many American entertainers who 
would be willing to offer their ser- 
vices in this particular line of en- 
deavor and join with me in this 
worthy undertaking to do their bit 
to aid Great Britain. 

- Arthur Boran. 

















Jessel Up 








its hangar, darkness had cloaked the 
airport and the reporters were still 
in the Kitty Hawk bar trying to find 
out if it’s true what they say about 
Manhattan cocktails. It is. 


Margaret Sullavan and her hub, 
Leland Hayward, TWAed in from 
L. A. early in the week and La Sulla- 
van made such a hit with the air- 
port photographers that she won’t 
be able to get her pix in the papers 
| if she flies into the areodrome with- 
|out an airplane. Miss Sullavan was 
so tired, and so busy, and so hur- 
|ried, and so. The film-destroyers 
|couldn’t figure the chill but decided 
that if the lady elected to be a tooth- 
ache in the jaws of the Press that 
was strictly Sully’s setback. 





Saturday’s sentinels saw Charles 
| MacArthur off on a TWA transport 


| to the city of The Front Page to say | 


| how-be-you to Mrs. MacA. (Helen 
| Hayes) and some of his Chicago pals; 
'Al Ritz, of the Bros., grab a night 
reservation on the same aerial street 
car line for L. A., and Pan-American 
| Airways’ Atlantic Clipper carry off 
|to Lisbon and London Hugh O’Con- 
j;nor, penman for American Maga- 
zine. and Reggie Leonard, Aus- 
| tralian war correspondent. The At- 
lantic was commanded by Capt. 
| William A. Winston, a casting di- 
|rector’s idea of how a Clipper cap- 
tain should look. 


Bruna Castagna, Met contralto, off | 


|Friday (16) on an Eastern Airliner 
for Miami where she was to enplane 
Saturday (17) for the land of good 
neighbors to keep engagements at 
the Colon theatre in Buenos Aires, 
land the Teatro Municipale, Rio. 
With the singing lady went her fa- 
vorite maestro, Alberto Baccolini, 
who said that though they have 
been wed these six short years the 
trip would mark their first honey- 
moon. The same calendar number 
turned up C. P. Skouras, who left 
Fox-West Coast on the Coast for a 
wee visit to the village north of the 
Statue of Liberty. 


Clinks in the cashier’s cages of 
the airlines were recorded hither 
and thither as all hands were piped 
on deck for the seventh annual con- 
vention of the Variety Clubs of 
America at Atlantic City. Wayne 
Morris set the aerial parade in mo- 
tion, arriving at the airport-on-the- 
|parkway Wednesday (14) in time to 
say ‘How-are-you-son’ to his young- 
ster and proceed on to Bathing- 
| Beautyville-on-the-Atlantic. Dele- 
gates from this corner and that 
passed through the port all week 
concluding with the arrival of Wal- 


t 





In the Air 





Continued from page 2 | 





| ter Wanger and a group of seven 
|headline-makers Friday (18). All 
j} traveled on American Airline’s roll- 
ling stock from the western end of 


| the line. 


Thursday (15) toddlers watched 
|PAA’s Dixie Clipper take Ronald 
| Tree back home to Lunnon where 
| he will report on his survey of Brit- 
|ish news agencies here and how they 
|can be improved. Tree plans to tell 
ithe Ministry of Information that 
|‘the American public is entitled to 
|more and fuller news reports’ of 
what it is all about. The same cargo 
included Victor Bienstock, Overseas 
News Association hired hand, re- 
| turning to the land of trench hel- 
mets and torn hearts for to-do some 
more accounts of the current family 
| fracas, 

| This quarter of the moon also 
|}noted Myrna Loy and husband, Ar- 
}thur Hornblow, back home; Olin 
| Downes, the moosicritic, off to 
Pittsburgh; Baranova, of the ballet, 
off to L. A. for a 20th Century-Fox 
parley; Phyllis Brooks head west- 
|ward; John F. Royal and Lenore 
| Corbell, of the NBC roster, in from 
ithe Pacific climate; Alexander 
Korda, from L. A. to N. Y., and 
George Murphy into the Town of 
| Tammany from Hollywood. All trav- 
|}eled on Transcontinental & Western 
| Air’s Stratoliners. 





The Hotel New Yorker’s airport 
restaurants continue to pack in the 
clients as though they gave away 
gold pieces with each meal. The 
Aviation Terrace waiters this week 
offered fingerbowls to, among oth- 
ers, Peggy Hopkins Joyce, John 
Boles, Charles Butterworth, Mrs. 


Dick Nash, wife of Pittsburgh’ Web- 
ster Hall’s Nash, and Ramon No- 
varro, The Kitty Hawk Cocktail 
Lounge, which bars autograph pests 
from the bar, continues to attract 
those who attract autograph pests. 
Fay Thomas, assistant to New 
Yorker’s prexy Frank Andrews, will 
leave the Eighth Ave. inn and the 
airport restaurants to other hands 
June 1 when he departs to take over 
the pilot’s controls at the Hotel 
| Roosevelt in New Orleans, it was 
|learned Sunday (18). 
Velva Nally, songstress who pi- 
|}anoes for the cocktaii hour mob in 
|the Kitty Hawk, changed from her 
usual run of costumes Satdee ‘17) 
and wore one that looked as Arabian 
,as Mohammed. Sixty-six people, 
|she swears, asked her where her 
| tent was pitched while several hun- 
| dred wanted to know when she 
| would find time,to read, their ngly 
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Some questions and answers about networks presented in the 
technique of our good friends and clients, the J. B. Williams Company 


1. TRUE OR FALSE? 
Q. The Blue Network covers the entire United States equally 
well, regardless of population and distribution of wealth? 


FALSE! 


A. The Blue concentrates its coverage in the Money Markets, 
where the nation’s buying power is greatest. 


TRUE OR FALSE? 
. The NBC Blue Network comprises 99 siations? 


FALSE! 
A. There are 30 on the Basic Blue plus 69 Blue Supplemen- 


taries, p/us 55 other stations available by special arrange- 
ce - . He .. 

ment for " saturation coverage from within —a total of 

154 stations. 


TRUE OR FALSE? 


. The Blue and its major competitors have approximately 
the same system of discounts? 


FALSE! 


A. The Blue not only gives the normal volume discounts and 
annual rebates, but through its unique system of Blue 
Plate Discounts allows an advertiser to expand his net- 
work with savings up to 20%. Thus, the advertiser gets 


OE 


S & 


nationwide coverage at a cost per listener that can’t be 
matched. 


TRUE OR FALSE? 


. For as little as $24.56 per Blue station, for an evening 


half-hour (or for three daytime quarter-hours) you can 
blanket such important markets as Los Angeles, Denver, 
Tulsa, Atlanta, New Orleans and Miami? 


TRUE! 


. The Basic Blue (30 stations) costs $3,960 or an average 


of $132 per station. Because of the Blue Plate Discount 
the 69 other Blue stations (with a card rate of $3,768) 
cost only $1,694.88 —$24.56 per station. Thus you can 
actually blanket Los Angeles or Miami for less than it 
costs to blanket your own bed. 

Inte: All of above costs are net on a 52-week basis. 


TRUE OR FALSE? 


. Dollar for dollar the Blue adds up to the best buy an 


advertiser can make? 


DARN “TRUETING” IT'S TRUE! 


. The Blue enables adveriisers to do a national advertising 


job at the lowest cost of any medium entering the home. 





No program is more indicative of the Blue’s success with low- 
cost, high-interest shows, than the J. B. Williams Company’s 
own ‘True or False’’ program, heard over the Blue Network 
from 8:30 to 9 Monday evening. 

In two years “True or False’’ more than doubled its listening 
rating—rising from 5.6% in January 1939 to 12.1% in March 
1941 without the use of ‘‘big names’’ or “expensive’’ talent. Its 
rating throughout each month of 1940 was higher than the 
corresponding month of 1939. And each month of 1941 has 
similarly topped the 1940 records. 


As for sales results—take a gander at this! A recent survey 


made by Hooper in 29 cities showed that the percentage of 
Williams users among listeners is almost double the percentage of 
Williams users among non-listeners. And although Williams 
trailed a competitor among non-listener sales, it leads that 
same competitor and all others among ‘‘True or False’ listen- 
ers. Striking proof once again that the Blue provides sales thru 
the air with the greatest of ease. 


(Did you get your copy of our booklet ‘‘True or False’’ ? 
If not, please call us. We'll be glad to send you one.) 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 


HOT months for radio advertising! This summer Is going to be 
the Good B/ue Summertime. More listeners; with more money 
to spend; more /istening; lower cost per thousand listeners. 
Write for our presentation on Summer Broadcasting. 
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